
 

1 

Recognizing The Savior 
Luke 24:13-35 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 
April 26, 2020 – Third Sunday of Easter 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. Imagine for a moment you 
had suddenly disappeared in some sort of Rip van 
Winkle experience and had been asleep for many 
years. Suddenly you woke up and appeared unex-
pectedly out of the blue. You wouldn’t really expect 
anyone to recognize you, would you? But what if you 
had only been absent a short time – say, three days? 
What if you had told everyone how long you were 
going to be gone, the reason you were going to be 
gone, and that you were only doing what you had al-
ways said you would do? And what if, in addition, 
when you returned, you sent word via those who had 
seen you so that everyone would know you had come 
back just as you promised? Would it be safe to say 
you’d be more than just a little miffed if your friends 
looked right through you as though you weren’t there 
at all? Wouldn’t you wonder why no one recognized 
you, didn’t welcome you with open arms, and talked 
about you as if you weren’t there? 

Well, that is precisely what our Lord Jesus experi-
enced on the afternoon of His resurrection as He 
came upon two disciples who were traveling on the 
road to Emmaus. This incident is even more amazing 
when you consider – that according to pious tradition 
– one of these men may have been Jesus’ own uncle 
– the brother of His stepfather, Joseph! As Jesus ap-
proached them, they were talking with one another 
and discussing the things which had taken place from 
Palm Sunday through that first Easter morning – 
speaking to one another about what they knew con-
cerning these events. They spoke about the Messiah’s 
passion as they understood it. But they were having a 
hard time understanding how all the pieces fit togeth-
er. They knew Jesus had died – that earlier that same 
day some of His followers had gone to the tomb and 
found it empty – and that some of the women had 
reported an angel speaking to them from the grave 
saying that He had risen from the dead just as He 
promised – and yet they continued walking along in 
sadness even though Jesus was right there with them! 

See what Jesus does, though. Rather than respond-
ing in anger, He draws close and asks why they’re so 
sad. He comes close to them because they were 
speaking God’s Word – reciting the events of their 
own salvation – speaking back and forth to one an-

other, recounting all that Jesus had done. And friends, 
where Jesus’ deeds are recounted, there the Lord is – 
even as He promised He would be when His Word 
and Sacraments are present. Even though a person 
might recount these promises from God’s Word in 
great weakness, Christ will not let that Word return to 
Him void, but will accomplish what He wills by “in-
habiting” the praises of His people – for God’s Word 
has the power to bestow what it promises – the power 
to give the very thing it requires. Jesus Himself is liv-
ing and powerful in the midst of His Word. And 
where His Word is proclaimed, there He has prom-
ised to take up residence to save. 

So it is also in this morning’s Gospel. Jesus drew 
near to the Emmaus disciples and heard from their 
own lips every evidence that they had understood 
God’s Word. The things they were saying to one an-
other indicated that they had comprehended Jesus’ 
mission and work. They had understood how His 
sole reason for coming into our world was to suffer, 
die and rise again on the third day to save lost sin-
ners. But that begs the question: “Why were they so 
sad as they made their way down the road?” Jesus 
knew why they were sad, and so He said to them 
plainly: “How foolish and slow of heart you are not 
to believe all that the Scriptures have written!” “How 
is it, that after all you’ve just said, you still don’t get 
it? How can you not know what happened? Did I not 
say it? Have the prophets not foretold it? Why are 
you so focused on yourselves?” 

Well, today, Jesus also draws near to you as we 
recount the things He’s done to save us. Jesus draws 
near as you listen to His Word – for indeed He is a 
Man of His Word, and His Word promises us that He 
will always be here among us so long as that Word is 
being proclaimed. And so it was also that Jesus came 
into the presence of those stumbling, harried, disci-
ples as they made their way to Emmaus – reminding 
them what the Scriptures said about this One they 
were mourning. Jesus could not allow them to be the 
sort of ‘Bible students’ who satisfy themselves by 
listening to one another’s opinions. He wanted them 
to have a sure and certain way to know the truth. 
Thus, St. Luke tells us that Jesus gave them a princi-
ple by which they were to understand the Scriptures. 
He taught them that the key to understanding Holy 
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Scripture is to look for Jesus on every page – for 
when Jesus is present no one need ever walk in dark-
ness. 

So, beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, Je-
sus showed them how all the Scriptures were about 
Him. These are the same Scriptures about which He 
had said to the scribes and Pharisees earlier: “You 
search the Scriptures because you think that by them 
you have life. Yet these are they that testify concern-
ing Me.” “Look in these Scriptures,” He told the 
Emmaus disciples, “and there you will see that the 
Christ had to suffer all these things, then enter into 
His glory. He had to make an inheritance for Himself 
– a people saved from corruption and destruction to 
be His glorious Bride.” This “Stranger,” whom the 
disciples first believed wasn’t up on current events, 
was actually the only One who really knew what was 
going on. So He opened their eyes to see what was 
beyond them – certainly beyond the experiences of 
the past week. He opened their eyes to see the ‘big 
picture’ of Holy Scripture and gave them the key to 
understand it. While before they had been engaging 
in mindless gossip, after their conversation with Jesus 
they were equipped to study God’s Word – and to 
understand it. 

Our Lord’s conversation gave these disciples fo-
cus and enabled them to see that Jesus is the Main 
Thing in Holy Scripture – that everything revolves 
around Him: what He would do, has done, and will 
do as He lives out His life in ours. That was why St. 
Paul wrote that it’s no longer we who live, but Christ 
who lives in us. It’s Christ living in us who does 
whatever good we do, for in our flesh we know noth-
ing good dwells apart from Jesus. Apart from the in-
dwelling of Jesus, everything else we have is no more 
valuable than ‘rubbish’ or “dung.” Is it any wonder 
that these two disciples were beginning to appreciate 
what this ‘Stranger’ had brought them? Is there any 
question why they asked Him to stay on for the rest 
of the evening? Though they had not yet recognized 
Him – and were still treating Him only as a Guest – 
soon He would become their Host, dispensing every-
thing they needed in the breaking of the bread, and 
opening their eyes to recognize the One with whom 
they had been talking. 

None of their previous conversation with Jesus 
brought to their remembrance the necessity of His 
suffering, dying, and rising, so He spoke His Word 
concerning what the prophets had written about Him. 

He reminded them of the Meal only days before in 
which He had promised to be present with them. It’s 
almost as if He were saying to them: “Why aren’t 
you taking bread and wine as I told you to do? Didn’t 
I promise to be with you in this Meal? Didn’t I tell 
you this bread and wine would be My very body and 
blood? Why are you trying to remember Me with 
your own feeble recollections, when I promised you 
that in this Supper I would visit you with salvation, 
and you would remember and receive the result of 
My suffering – the forgiveness of sins and eternal life 
in My name?” 

It was in this action that the disciples finally re-
membered the Meal in which Jesus had promised to 
be with them. As He broke the bread and blessed it 
their eyes were opened, and they saw their crucified 
Lord. That was when He vanished, leaving nothing 
but the Meal and His Word. And so it is also today. 
When Christ’s Word blesses the bread given to us, 
both the bread and the words of the pastor “fade 
away” so that all you’re left with is Christ’s body. 
And when the wine is consecrated by the Word and 
set aside for its proper use, then is when you’ll be 
able to “see Jesus” in the cup as you receive His holy 
blood into your mouth – and with it, the assurance 
that your sins are forgiven and His life is now yours. 

“Weren’t our hearts burning within us as He 
opened the Scriptures to us?” the two men exclaimed 
to one another. Yet who else but Jesus could have 
brought them to this understanding? Who other than 
Jesus ought to get the credit for anything you might 
‘get right’ when you study His Word? All this is so 
only because He draws close to us and explains what 
this all means. Christ’s work of deliverance is the fo-
cal point of everything written in God’s Word. He is 
the One who rightly gets the credit and the praise, 
because He is the One who accomplished it all for 
our benefit – for your benefit. May this then always 
be your key to understanding the Scriptures. Your 
focus must never be on yourself or anything else – 
but only on our Lord Jesus Christ crucified and risen 
to save sinners – to the Greeks foolishness, to the 
Jews a stumbling block, but to us who believe, both 
Jew and Greek, Christ, the Power of God and the 
Wisdom of God. To Him alone be the glory. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-
derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 
one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 


