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In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. On the day Jesus rose 

from the dead, two of His disciples – Cleopas and 

another man whose name we don’t know – were 

walking along the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus 

discussing recent events in Jerusalem – most espe-

cially Christ’s triumphal entry, His trial, crucifix-

ion, burial – and of course, the rumors concerning 

His resurrection. As they walked along the road a 

Stranger drew near and began walking with them – 

which wouldn’t have been so unusual, except that 

this was no stranger, but Jesus. Not recognizing 

Him, one of the men began telling Him how Jesus 

had been a Prophet mighty in deed and word – how 

the chief priests and religious rulers had handed 

Him over to be crucified – and how they had 

pinned their hopes on Him as Messiah. And now, 

though there had been rumors of a resurrection, He 

was nowhere to be found! 

The men had their facts straight, but because 

they weren’t wound around Jesus’ death and resur-

rection, they hadn’t believed. You see, knowing the 

Scriptures isn’t the same as believing them. Having 

all the facts about Jesus’ isn’t the same as trusting 

Him with your sin. You may memorize the entire 

Bible – rattle off endless passages at the drop of a 

hat – amaze your friends by reciting a list of the 

kings of Israel and the names of David’s wives – 

know a Proverb to address every problem – or be 

able to cite a Scripture verse for every situation – 

but if your words aren’t connected to the death and 

resurrection of Jesus, none of it will be of any val-

ue. 

You see, it isn’t how much of God’s Word you 

know that matters, but what. Without the death and 

resurrection of Jesus squarely at the center, the 66 

books of Holy Scripture don’t really hang together 

all that well. The scarlet thread that ties them all 

together is Jesus in all His suffering and glory. 

These men walking with Jesus truly were foolish 

and slow of heart to believe all the prophets had 

written! They should have known. These things had 

been plastered throughout the pages of Holy Scrip-

ture. The evidence was everywhere. But as we of-

ten do, I suspect they were busier reading things 

into the Scriptures than they were reading things 

out of them. Hence they missed the main point, that 

the way of God’s Messiah and all those who follow 

after Him is the way of suffering before glory, and 

dying before rising. So Jesus – beginning with Mo-

ses and all the prophets – showed them all the 

Scriptures concerning Himself. 

What a sermon that must have been – as Jesus 

directed them not to their hearts, feelings, experi-

ences, or even to Himself, but to the Word alone. 

Luke doesn’t say which Scriptures Jesus used, but 

no doubt He included enough to show them the 

truth of what He was saying. He would have re-

minded them of God’s promise to our first parents 

that the Promised Seed of Eve would one day crush 

the head of Satan. He would have pointed them to 

the Suffering Servant, despised and rejected by 

men – a Man of sorrows, acquainted with grief, 

bearing our shame, carrying our sorrows, wounded 

for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities, 

by whose stripes we are healed. And certainly He 

would have directed them His own cross, suffering 

and resurrection. 

What Jesus gave them was the key to the Scrip-

tures. That’s why it’s so important for each of you 

to cling to every Bible story you’ve ever learned, 

every passage you’ve ever memorized, and all that 

you’ve read concerning Christ’s death and resurrec-

tion. For it’s only when you see our Lord Christ as 

the Heart, Core and Center of Scripture, that God’s 

Word will really hold any meaning for you. For in 

truth, that’s how Jesus turns stubborn hearts slow to 

believe into hearts that burn with faith – when you 

hear how Jesus suffered and died to win for you the 

forgiveness of sins – and that you, as a Baptized 

believer in Christ, have been joined to His suffering 

and death so that you too will rise to life on the 

Last Day – even as He was raised from the dead on 

that first Easter morning so many long years ago. 

Dear Christian, you are privileged to have as 

your own these Scriptures through which God 

makes you wise to salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus – God’s Word, handed down by the Prophets, 



Apostles, and Evangelists – written down for you 

so that you might be instructed, rebuked, corrected, 

and trained – so that you might embrace the salva-

tion God won for us all on the cross through the 

death of His Son. These Scriptures contain every-

thing you need for eternal life. You need no new 

revelation, nor any more information, because the 

Scriptures preach and teach Jesus, the Promise of 

God rejected by men and raised to God’s right hand 

– at whose coming all the dead will rise, every knee 

will bow, and every tongue confess Him as Lord. 

The Scriptures are preached and taught here in 

the Church. And you, in these last days, are fortu-

nate to have them on your bookshelves, coffee ta-

bles and nightstands – a luxury the people of 

Luke’s day could never have imagined. If your 

heart is slow to believe and your mind is dull in the 

knowledge of God, you have only yourself to 

blame. Just look at the two men on the road to 

Emmaus. Though their hearts were burning, their 

eyes weren’t yet open. But when Jesus pretended 

He was about to go on past Emmaus, they insisted 

He stay for supper. It was nearing the end of the 

day, evening was fast approaching. “Wouldn’t He 

stay,” they asked, “and eat with them – to be with 

them in their sad, lonely state?” 

So Jesus became their Guest, but note how He 

soon assumed the role of Host – how He took the 

bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them. 

Sound familiar? It should. Luke doesn’t want you 

to miss the connection between this meal and the 

one Jesus ate with His disciples on the night He 

was betrayed. Here again Jesus is at table with His 

disciples, breaking bread – and it was then that 

“their eyes were opened and they recognized Him.” 

Last week Christ’s wounds identified Jesus to un-

believing Thomas. This week it’s the breaking of 

the bread. But all of it, you see, is the same cruci-

fied, life-giving flesh of Jesus. 

It was then that Jesus vanished from their sight. 

Though their eyes were now open they could no 

longer see Him, but that didn’t matter. They still 

knew He was with them. He had walked, talked and 

eaten with them. And where two or three are gath-

ered in His name, receiving His gifts, His promise 

is that He will be with them. That’s what the 

Church is all about. It’s that place where Christ re-

veals Himself in the Scriptures and in the Supper 

just as surely as He showed himself to those two 

disciples on the road to Emmaus. 

Scripture and Supper. Teaching and table fel-

lowship. Word and Sacrament. That’s what the Di-

vine Service is all about – Jesus serving us with 

Himself. From the very beginning, the Church has 

understood this. That’s why the early Christians 

devoted themselves to the teaching of the Apostles, 

the Fellowship, the Breaking of the Bread, and the 

Prayers. Because the Early Church had Jesus’ Word 

and Supper, they were certain that their crucified, 

risen Lord was present among them to save – even 

as we are today. They needed no programs, no 

gimmicks, no publicity stunts, no mass marketing. 

They had the Scriptures, the Supper and the Pray-

ers. That’s all they needed. And the Lord added 

daily to their number. 

History tells us that Simeon, the son of Cleopas 

– one of the men who walked the road that day with 

Jesus – later succeeded James as the bishop of Jeru-

salem. Maybe that’s why Luke mentioned his 

name. For Cleopas, the father, ate with Jesus at 

Emmaus; Simeon, his son, ate with Jesus in Jerusa-

lem; and now you and I eat with Jesus here in the 

Liturgy of His Church. What we have today is the 

very same table fellowship, and the very same 

Communion. Every Sunday is a trip to Emmaus 

where Jesus walks with us, talks with us, and 

makes us His own. We can’t see Him, but He’s still 

here, making Himself known to His disciples. His 

voice is heard in the preaching of the Scriptures 

and in the Liturgy, and we recognize Him in the 

Breaking of the Bread. The Sermon leads us to the 

Supper, and the Supper sends us out into the world 

to tell others that the Lord has risen from the dead. 

Having seen Jesus here in His Church, our hearts 

burn – aflame with the confidence that Jesus is our 

Savior, Redeemer, and Shepherd – the Lamb whose 

blood has redeemed us, whose death and resurrec-

tion are ours, and who abides with us until the Day 

of His Coming. May it always be so, for Jesus’ 

sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in 

that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlast-

ing. Amen. 


