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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. In the Early Church on Easter 
Sunday the practice was that those who had completed 
Catechesis and desired to become Communicant mem-
bers of the Christian congregation would be Baptized. 
Throughout the season of Easter, the newly Baptized – 
and the entire company of saints with them – would be 
encouraged in their need to continue receiving those 
gifts which Christ died and rose to win for us all. Be-
cause faith conceived and born of the Word must of 
necessity feed on the Word, the Church has therefore 
always made sure teaching was an integral part of the 
Christian life – for faith in Christ must be fed if it’s to 
live. As a Christian, you need to drink constantly from 
the pure spiritual milk of God’s Word, hear God’s for-
giveness spoken into your ears, and receive the Sacra-
ment of Christ’s body and blood lest your faith shrivel 
and die. 

In other words, in order for faith in Christ to survive, 
it must nurse on His Word, His forgiveness, and His 
Supper. When you’re tempted to imagine you no longer 
have need of hearing the “old, old story” you’re falling 
victim to Satan’s great lie that since you’re a Christian 
you no ought to hunger and thirst for Christ’s right-
eousness. Like a parched deer panting for a cool moun-
tain stream – a beggar with empty hands outstretched – 
or a hungry newborn craving the pure spiritual milk of 
its Mother, the Church – we each need the rich, full, 
forgiveness, life, and salvation which comes to the peo-
ple of God through the Word rightly preached and the 
Sacraments delivered and received by grace through 
faith. 

Just prior to the events of this morning’s reading 
from Acts, Luke records how Peter and John healed a 
man who had been lame since birth. Every day his 
friends would bring him to the Temple at the time of the 
evening sacrifice to beg for alms. Unlike today, begging 
for money under those circumstances wasn’t considered 
dishonorable. If a person couldn’t work, it was an hon-
est way to make a living – and giving to beggars was 
thought to be a good work. When the man saw Peter 
and John, he called out to them and asked for money. 
But Peter replied, saying: “I have no silver or gold, but I 
give you what I have – in the name of Jesus Christ, get 
up and walk.” At the speaking of his words the man’s 
ankles and feet became strong, so that he rose up and 
walked into the Temple courtyard – literally jumping up 

and down for joy. Legs and feet that hadn’t worked for 
a lifetime, suddenly came to life in the name of Jesus! 

That’s when Peter – who, remember, only a short 
time earlier had been far too fearful to even admit he 
was a disciple of Jesus – that’s when Peter seized the 
opportunity and began preaching. Boldly he began, say-
ing: “This Jesus was God’s Servant-Son – the One 
whom Isaiah prophesied would suffer and die for the 
people.” He told them how, in rebellion to God’s Word, 
they had all denied Him, clamored for His crucifixion, 
chosen a murderer to go free in His place, and then 
killed the Author of Life. These were deadly serious 
charges – and the people knew when they heard them 
that they were true! 

That’s how the Law sounds as it points a finger in 
your direction and holds us all responsible for the death 
of Jesus. Even though none of us were there calling for 
His crucifixion, choosing Barabbas, egging-on Pilate, or 
nailing the spikes into His hands and feet, it was we 
who put Him there upon the cross. God made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin for us, cursed Him with our curse, 
and made Him die the death we deserved. That’s why 
the Law says to each of us this morning, “You are the 
one who killed the Author of Life.” Our rebellion 
against God and His Commandments, our lust, hatred, 
bitterness, and self-centeredness are what made it nec-
essary for Jesus to die that day. If we had no sin, He 
wouldn’t have had to die. 

Now, we sinners don’t like hearing such accusations 
– even as I’m sure the people listening to Peter that day 
didn’t particularly care to hear what he was saying. 
We’d much prefer to close our ears and turn away from 
the Law. It’s like staying away from the scale after the 
holidays – or not looking in a mirror when you don’t 
want to see the truth about yourself. When we hit those 
“difficult passages” in the Scriptures that convict us of 
our sin and point an accusing finger our way, we close 
the Book and move on to something more “uplifting.” 

Psychologists call that “denial.” Denial is a part of 
grieving – and grieving is a response to death. When 
you don’t want to deal with death, you deny it. You say 
it isn’t so, and that you’re going to beat it. But the Law 
says that the wages of sin is death, and that we all de-
serve to die. The Law says we are the ones who killed 
the Author of Life – we chose to save a murderer and 
allowed the Righteous One to die. The Law holds us 
responsible. Which of you would be willing to stand 
before God to give an answer as to how well you’ve 



kept His Commandments? Is there a one of you who 
can say you have no sin or guilt? When you recognize 
your responsibility and acknowledge it – when you con-
fess your sin and sinfulness – when you quit denying it 
and stop kidding yourself – that’s when you’ll come to 
true contrition – that broken condition of the heart 
which says you have nothing to offer God, while He has 
every reason to reject you. That’s when you’ll arrive at 
your death – in the death of Jesus. 

But remember, after Jesus’ death came His Resur-
rection – where God took what looked like defeat and 
turned it into victory – took death and turned it into life 
– took a miscarriage of justice and turned it into your 
justification and salvation. Though we meant Jesus’ 
death for evil, God used it to work the world’s salva-
tion. That’s the very heart of Holy Scripture – that 
Christ not only would die and rise, but that each of us – 
in Christ – might daily die and rise with Him. That’s 
what the prophets of the Old and the New Testaments 
preached – that Jesus Christ crucified, risen, and reign-
ing over all things with His death and resurrection, 
would freely bestow forgiveness and eternal life to all 
who trust in Him as Savior. 

To those who feel the heavy hand of God’s Law – 
who grieve over their sin and mourn their death – who 
are afraid to step into God’s presence – who come lame 
and empty-handed – here’s a Word of Good News for 
you. “Repent! Be turned from your sin! Be of a differ-
ent mind about yourself and about God! Turn from 
yourself and return to God, who’s gracious and loving 
on account of Jesus’ death. There your sin will be blot-
ted out, and times of refreshment will come. Christ will 
lift you up out of bottomless pit of sin and death, cover 
your shame with His glory, bring light into the darkness 
of your life, feed you, strengthen you, and set your feet 
dancing with joy – even as He did the feet of the lame 
beggar at the Temple. 

There’s power in the name of Jesus, you see, be-
cause that name is attached to the One who died and 
rose from the dead. It was by the name of Jesus the 
lame man walked. And it’s by that very same name that 
sins are forgiven and retained today. Where the name of 
Jesus is proclaimed, there He is present in all His death-
defeating, devil-crushing glory. When you hear His 
Word, the Spirit has His killing, making-alive way with 
you as you receive and believe it – trusting in Christ, 
His death, and His resurrection. Taking His word to 
those whom God puts in your path – that’s your spiritu-
al priesthood, your sacrificial service to God – that you 

bring the death and resurrection of Jesus to others so 
that they also might live and never die. 

One word of warning, however. Don’t expect to re-
ceive the applause of men. Remember, while Peter and 
John were still preaching Christ to the people, they 
were arrested and detained. Indeed, wherever the Gos-
pel is preached openly and unapologetically, there is 
sure to be trouble – because you’d better believe the 
devil hates it when Christ crucified and risen for sinners 
is preached. When you speak about it, you can expect 
trouble even from the most “religious” of people. And 
yet the Word of Christ never returns to Him empty – 
and to be sure, a very large number of people came to 
faith when Peter preached that simple sermon – the 
Church grew by some 5,000 men, not including women 
and children. You don’t need fancy words, eloquent 
speech, or great oratory skills. Simply speak plainly 
about repentance, forgiveness, the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus – then get out of the way and let God do 
His work! 

Where Christ is, there is the new creation – the old 
has passed away, the new has come. In the beginning, 
when God made man from the dust of the earth, He 
breathed the breath of life into him. And when Jesus 
came to His fearful little band of disciples on that first 
Easter evening, He breathed His spirited-breath and 
words into them. His, you see, is the breath that con-
quers death. His is the name that brings about the new 
creation. In this new creation the lame walk, run, and 
jump in the power of Jesus’ name because Jesus is the 
One who died and lives forevermore – who was cruci-
fied and raised from the dead. 

Jesus is the One who is here now making you new 
once again on this first day of the week of His new cre-
ation. You are like newborn babies who have come, 
craving the pure, spiritual milk of God’s Word. And 
Christ has come to refresh you with that Word which 
brings you His death for your sins, and His resurrection 
for your life – that Word which enables you to shout 
with the Psalmist: “Sing to Him, sing praise to Him! 
Tell of all His wonderful acts. Glory in His holy name, 
and let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
Look to the Lord and to His strength. Seek His face al-
ways. Remember the wonders He has done – His mira-
cles, and the judgments He pronounced. He remembers 
His Covenant forever, the Word He commanded for a 
thousand generations.” In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


