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In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Jesus raised the 

widow’s son at Nain, and He also raised the 

daughter of Jairus. He boldly spoke to Martha, 

saying: “I am the Resurrection and the Life. He 

who believes in Me will live, even though he 

dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will 

never die.” Then He walked up to His best 

friend’s grave and barked out an order to the 

already decomposing remains, saying: “Laza-

rus, come out.” And He did – grave clothes and 

all. But now it was the third day since Jesus’ 

enemies had put Him to death and laid Him in a 

tomb, and now Mary Magdalene, along with 

Mary, the mother of James and Salome, were 

headed to that tomb to properly finish the prep-

aration of His body. 

Only a couple of days earlier – on that Fri-

day we call “Good,” Joseph of Arimathea had 

wrapped Jesus’ dead body with burial clothes 

and laid it in the tomb. But when the women 

arrived, the tomb was open. The large, heavy 

stone had been rolled away. “It can’t be,” they 

thought, but it sure looked like a tomb invasion 

or a break-in – like some irreverent trespassers 

had violated and perhaps desecrated or pro-

faned the place where Jesus lay. Wasn’t it 

enough that Jesus’ had been viciously mur-

dered? Couldn’t His enemies at least leave Him 

alone in death? Dare the two Marys even look? 

Of course, they would have to look. 

And so they stepped into the tomb. But 

someone was there already. He was no intruder, 

trespasser or desecrator of the dead, but one of 

God’s holy angels. What were they to make it? 

You don’t see angels every day, and every time 

an angel appeared to someone in the Bible, that 

person was scared stiff. So the angel spoke to 

them, saying: “There’s no need to be fright-

ened. I won’t hurt you.” “Are you Looking for 

the corpse, the body of Jesus? Then I have 

great news for you. The grave is empty. See 

where they laid His body? It’s gone! It’s no 

longer here! He has risen from the dead just as 

He promised!” 

This was a game changer. The cross had not 

been emptied of its power because He has ris-

en! You are no longer in your sin because He 

has risen! Your faith is not in vain because He 

has risen! Jesus did it exactly as He said He 

would. Every detail played out as promised. He 

was betrayed, condemned, mocked, spit on, 

flogged, beaten and killed. Then came the 

clincher: three days later He physically rose 

from the grave, shed His burial clothes, folded 

them up and left them there never to return or 

die again. No one else had ever done this be-

fore, nor will they ever be able to do it – not 

Muhammad, Buddha, Joseph Smith, Brigham 

Young, or any other so-called prophet. To a 

person, every single one of their dead, decayed 

bodies are still in the ground. But not Jesus. 

You can trust that He will do what He says and 

promises, because He has risen! 

Many saw Him. The other disciples saw 

Him. And when St. Paul wrote his first letter to 

the Corinthians he gave evidence of this fact. 

The resurrected Jesus, he wrote: “appeared to 

Peter and then to the Twelve … He appeared to 

more than five hundred of the brothers at the 

same time, most of whom are still living, 

though some have fallen asleep. Then He ap-

peared to James, then to all the apostles, and 

last of all He appeared to me also, as to one ab-

normally born.” He has risen. We have eyewit-

nesses. His grave is empty, and there were lit-

erally hundreds who saw Him. He did what He 

promised. He is who He says He is: The very 



 

Son of God in human flesh – the One who died 

for your sins so that You might never die. 

And that brings us to the First Command-

ment and what it means – namely that now, be-

cause of Jesus’ dying and rising, we are able to 

properly fear, love and trust in God. That’s al-

ways what happens when people see Jesus as 

He really is: teaching from God’s Word, cast-

ing out demons with the authority of God, 

walking on the sea and forgiving sin. Hence 

,when Jesus calmed the storm, His disciples 

asked each other: “Who is this that even the 

wind and waves obey Him?’” When He ab-

solved and healed a paralytic, the citizens of 

Capernaum were “amazed” and “praised God” 

proclaiming: “We have never seen anything 

like this.” The snickers turned to astonishment 

when Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter with only a 

command. Peter was left speechless at the sight 

of Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration with 

Moses and Elijah. And as Jesus led the way to 

Jerusalem without hesitation for the last week 

of His life, His disciples were astonished, and 

the others who followed were frightened. 

So here also, at the empty tomb, the First 

Commandment evokes fear and awe with an 

even greater intensity. Here Jesus leaves every-

one shaking in their boots, having done what 

He promised He would do. From now on these 

too would come to know what every disciple of 

our Risen Lord Jesus must also know – that in 

Jesus, the Son of God, all divine power and 

mercy is present, for this crucified, risen Jesus 

has shown Himself to be God almighty come to 

save sinners – all of them, including Peter, who 

denied even knowing Jesus, who wouldn’t even 

be seen with Him in His hour of need. Yet Je-

sus still loved him, and so He singled Peter out 

and tells the women to give him a message. 

Jesus instructed the women to tell Peter and 

the others that He would meet them in Galilee 

just as He promised – that there He would show 

them His hands and His side – there He would 

absolve them – and there they would all con-

fess, like Thomas, that He is both God and 

Lord. And so it is for you as well. In His death 

Jesus has redeemed you – purchased and won 

you from all sin, from death, and from the 

power of the devil. This, dear Christian, this is 

the Gospel on which we take our stand – the 

Gospel by which you are saved: “That Christ 

died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

that He was buried, and that He was raised on 

the third day according to the Scriptures.” This 

is how God planned it, and this is how it had to 

happen. 

However, unlike He did for the disciples, our 

crucified, risen Lord Jesus doesn’t meet you in 

Galilee. Rather He promises to meet you in the 

Divine Service through His Word and Sacra-

ment – to be God for you there, and to absolve 

you of your sin. You who are no better than Pe-

ter – perhaps even worse – you too are forgiven 

because Jesus shed His Blood for you. That’s 

exactly the promise He gives you every Sunday 

in the Sacrament, where He offers to feed you 

with His true body and blood “given and shed 

for you for the forgiveness of your sins.” He is 

the Lord, and here He is Lord for you. Death 

will not have the last word with you, for the 

First-Commandment-God, Jesus, has already 

spoken. He is the crucified One, the risen One, 

the Resurrection-and-the-Life One, and His 

promise still holds true: “He who believes in 

Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever 

lives and believes in Me will never die.” In the 

Name of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 

in that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 


