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In the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. How many times, 

when looking at a newborn, have you heard 

someone say: “He has his mother’s eyes,” or “He 

has his father’s chin?” The truth is that family 

resemblances can be striking. To be sure, you 

don’t always have to see a child’s parents to 

know them. You can see them in a young child’s 

eyes, their nose, or the shape of their face. Family 

resemblances can also go beyond little things. 

Whether they’re short, tall, hefty, slender, have a 

good or bad disposition, are inclined toward mu-

sic, math, or things mechanical, all sorts of quali-

ties are affected by a family’s genes. You can tell 

a lot of things about a person by looking at their 

family. 

So, what was Jesus’ family like? Well, this 

morning’s Gospel reveals for us a miracle – how 

the Creator of all things clothed Himself in hu-

man flesh, was born of a virgin, lived our life, 

died the death we should have died, and rose 

from the dead – and all so that we could live a 

new life. Our life is His life – a life which is ours 

through Holy Baptism. As St. John says in verse 

12: “But as many as received Him, to them He 

gave the right to become children of God, to 

those who believe in His name.” In Baptism you 

and I have been adopted into this same Holy 

Family as brothers and sisters of Christ. 

This miracle, called the Incarnation, is un-

doubtedly one of the greatest mysteries of all 

time – that eternity was contained in a little Ba-

by. But how could the Creator of the universe be 

wrapped in the clothes of a little Jewish baby on 

a cold, Judean night? This is one of the paradox-

es of Christianity that can only be confessed as 

we give thanks to God for what is perhaps an 

even greater mystery – why? Why would God 

deign to become man? That’s actually a question 

we can answer, because our Lord has given us 

the answer in His Word. Christ came to earth be-

cause of His great love for us – a love so deep, 

rich and passionate that He could not, would not, 

let us die in the mire of our own sin. He came in-

to our world in a body of flesh – the same kind of 

body God has given to us – the same flesh we 

have abused by sin and greed. 

It’s this flesh which holds all our filthy 

thoughts – arms, legs, eyes, mouth and ears that 

we each use to deny and mock God, and to serve 

ourselves rather than those in need all around us. 

It is into this weak and sinful flesh that Christ our 

Lord came – only without sin. The Word became 

flesh, and dwelt among us. Our Lord assumed 

our flesh not in order to become an earthly ruler, 

or as some sort of superhuman. No, he came into 

our flesh and dwelt among us to experience our 

life, our hurts, our sorrow, our joy, and our pain – 

all of it. Our Lord is not far off in heaven some-

where, looking down on us with a disdainful eye 

for all our misdeeds. No, seeing our sin, weak-

ness and rebellion, He determined to come into 

our flesh and dwell among us. The Son of God 

entered the world of His creation to redeem it, to 

buy it back from Satan and the world. 

So where do we find this Son of God today? 

Did He go back into heaven after doing all this 

work to save us? Is it back to business as usual? 

The world today, of course, has all sorts of places 

people go to find God. As we draw closer and 

closer to the end, more and more bizarre cults 

and religions will emerge claiming they have 

some new truth about God – but they don’t. They 

don’t realize God has already revealed to us 

where He wants to be found: The Word became 

flesh, and dwelt among us. The only way God 

can be known is by partaking of His flesh. The 

only way to know God is by knowing Jesus. Lu-

ther put it this way: 

“The Son of God did not want to be seen and 

found in heaven. Therefore He descended from 

heaven into this lowliness, came to us in our 
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flesh, placed Himself in the womb of His mother, 

laid Himself in a manger, and went to the cross. 

He placed a ladder on earth so that we might as-

cend to God on it. This is the way you must take. 

If you forsake this way and try to speculate about 

the glory of the Divine Majesty without this lad-

der, you will invent marvelous matters above 

your horizon; but you will do so to your very 

great harm.” 

So what is the way to heaven and to God? It’s 

the manger, the cross, and the empty tomb. Only 

through Christ can you find God and ascend to 

heaven. Many may speculate about God, and try 

to draw your focus away from Christ to put it on 

yourself. We all want so desperately to get away 

from Christ that we look elsewhere. We’re happy 

so long as we only have to deal with a cute little 

Baby lying in a manger, but to think that He 

came into our world just to die a horrible death 

on a cross of wood? How morbid and depressing! 

Yet as Scripture everywhere testifies, it’s only 

through this cross that God can be found. Again, 

listen to Dr. Luther: 

“We should hold on to the certainty that when 

we look at Christ, hear Him, call upon Him, and 

worship Him, we are seeing, hearing, calling up-

on, and worshipping God the Father . . . For what 

you hear from Christ you hear from the eternal, 

invisible Father, because besides Christ there is 

no other God – nor are we to seek any other will 

of God. Those who indulge their own thoughts 

and speculate about God and His will without 

Christ lose God altogether. This is what it means 

to say that we behold His glory. Where is His 

glory? Is His glory in power, where He rules with 

an iron fist? Is His glory in success? As a preach-

er, Jesus was a failure by earthly standards. Who 

was left with Him as He suffered and died? No 

one. Does John say of Him: ‘Behold the mighty 

lion who takes away the sin of the world? No. He 

is the Lamb, a meek, lowly creature that is easily 

taken and killed.’” 

And here is where we get to the back to the re-

al mystery of Christmas. The angels and all the 

heavenly host sing of His glory, and we sing with 

them: “Glory be to God on high, and on earth 

peace, good will toward men.” In Him God’s 

glory was bound together in human flesh, born, 

dwelt among us as one of us, was circumcised, 

lived, suffered, died, and rose again. And all of 

this He did For you – only for you. This is 

Christ’s glory, that He would live the perfect life 

you cannot live, and die the death you deserve, so 

that you might partake of His glory. St. Paul 

wrote: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new crea-

tion.” Your Baptism, dear Christian, has bound 

you to Christ’s life. “In Him was life, and that 

life was the light of men. Of His fullness we have 

all received grace for grace.” When you were 

Baptized, all the fullness of His life became 

yours as your flesh was bound to His. All the 

fullness of His divine life is now yours. Life, real 

life, has been given to you through this newborn 

Babe of Bethlehem. 

Very soon you will be dining at His table and 

partaking of His divine flesh and blood, for the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us. And so 

He dwells with us today, giving us Himself for 

divine food and drink. Here, in this most holy 

place, we will once again partake of His divine 

nature, and all the gifts He desires us to have 

through His cross and resurrection. Take, eat. 

Take, drink. The Word became flesh. So what 

was the family resemblance Jesus had with His 

mother? And what is the family resemblance you 

have with Jesus, your true Brother? You have the 

gift of eternal life, and the name of God which 

has been placed upon you. May this life be yours 

to all eternity in the precious name, and for the 

sake of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 

in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life ev-

erlasting. Amen. 

 


