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Grace to you, and peace, from God our Fa-
ther, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. Dearly Beloved: When God our 
Father speaks, His Word is what comes out of 
His mouth. And that Word isn’t simply speech 
but rather the very essence of God Himself. 
That’s what John meant when he wrote that the 
Word which was in the beginning – which was 
with God – was God. And that’s why it’s so 
important for us to understand that this Word 
about which John wrote – this Word which 
John and others heard with their ears, saw with 
their eyes, and handled with their hands – was, 
in fact, God Himself come in human flesh in 
the Person of our Savior, Jesus Christ. It’s 
through Him, John tells us, that all things were 
made, and without whom nothing was made 
that was made. And it’s on this Day of Christ-
mas when we celebrate the fact that it’s this 
Word of God who “came down from heaven, 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin 
Mary and was made Man” to dwell among us, 
full of grace and truth. 

But don’t think that it was for God’s ad-
vantage that His Word became flesh. For in-
deed this One who is the Only Begotten of the 
Father from eternity lived no life of leisure 
while here in this world. In fact, He became a 
Curse for us as God made Him who knew no 
sin to be sin in our place. That’s what it means 
for the Word to become flesh. It’s not simply 
that God decided to became like one of us, but 
rather that He became what we truly are – crea-
tures who are rotten to the core. He took on 
Himself our flesh which had been completely 
corrupted and defiled. He assumed the image of 
man – men and women whose godly image had 
been destroyed by sin so completely that we 
rightly deserve to be destroyed in death. 

And so it was that God visited the Blessed 
Virgin so that she might provide His Word with 

a body of His own. From her the Father’s Word 
would take on His human nature and become 
bone of her bone and flesh of her flesh. By His 
blessed Incarnation the Holy One would be 
shot through and through with sin – our sin. 
And even though He Himself was Life, through 
His human birth He would become capable of 
death so that we might live – even as He “was 
crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered, 
died and was buried.” By so taking on our na-
ture and offering it in sacrifice, Christ de-
stroyed sin completely and invested our nature 
with His own. In other words, He became flesh 
not for His sake alone – and not to prove Him-
self more capable than we, but so that He might 
accomplish our salvation. And to be sure, the 
only reason we have salvation at all is because 
He became flesh. 

So the Word became flesh not for His own 
sake, but for ours – so that we might benefit – 
so that we might die to sin and live for right-
eousness – so that our corruptible nature might 
put on incorruption, and our mortal flesh im-
mortality – and so that when this corruptible 
flesh has put on incorruption, and this mortal 
flesh has put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” That, my 
dear friends, that is the whole reason for 
Christmas – the entire point of the Word be-
coming flesh – of Christ’s conception in the 
womb of the Virgin. The Word became flesh so 
that as sin once reigned in death, even so grace 
might reign in our flesh through righteousness 
to eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

You see, our bodies have acquired some-
thing great from this union and communion of 
God’s Word with our flesh. In exchange for our 
sinful mortality, we’ve now been given the gift 
of Christ’s holy immortality. In exchange for 
our dead, ungodly bodies, we’ve now been giv-



en the gift of a living Spirit-filled body. In ex-
change for our rotting, corruptible flesh, we’ve 
now been given the gift of flesh made whole by 
our Lord’s own flesh. But don’t think it stops 
merely with the Word becoming flesh and mak-
ing His residence among us. No, God’s desire 
for us is that we daily behold His glory – the 
glory as of the Only-Begotten of the Father, full 
of grace and truth. And indeed, it’s only by be-
holding the glory of God’s Word that anyone is 
able to receive God’s Spirit-given faith. 

This faith which we’ve been given not only 
hears the Word, but also takes it to heart. It not 
only desires to hear the sound of that Word, but 
also desires union and communion with it. And 
that’s what we have as the dear children of 
God. Our union with God’s Word in the flesh 
first occurred in the waters of Holy Baptism – 
where He enables us to abide in Him even as 
He abides in us – where we were buried with 
Him through Baptism into death, so that just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might walk in newness of 
life. In that Holy Flood we were united together 
with Him in the likeness of His death so that 
we might also be united with Him in the like-
ness of His resurrection. It’s there where our 
old man of sin was crucified, the body of sin 
done away with, and we were set free from our 
slavery. 

Yet there’s still more! Communion with 
God’s Word in the flesh is also ours whenever 
we eat His flesh and drink His blood in the Sac-
rament of the Altar. In fact, Jesus Himself 
promised that whoever eats His flesh and 
drinks His blood has eternal life – and that He 
will raise him up at the Last Day. The Word 
became flesh then, dear friends, not simply to 
inhabit a body, but to inhabit, dwell, reside and 
live within your flesh. So our union and com-
munion with this Word made flesh has acquired 
for us many great and wonderful gifts – and all 
because the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us. That gift is that we are one with God 
– not simply in mind and spirit, but in flesh and 
blood. And so God not only names us as His 
son and daughters, but His promise is that we 
will also abide, dwell, and live in Him – even 
as He abides, dwells, and lives in us. For just as 
Christ was born of Mary – not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man – so 
we also have been born of God. And whatever 
is born of God overcomes the world, sin and 
death. God has promised it, and Jesus has de-
livered it. Amen! 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 
in that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 


