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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. One of the most beloved and 

well known fairytales of all time has to be the story of 

Cinderella. But interestingly enough – although Walt 

Disney’s account is by far the most familiar to us here 

in America – the roots of this folktale can be traced all 

the way back to mainline China and the 9th century 

A.D. I also understand that in Europe there are as many 

as 500 variations of this story! Indeed, the whole idea 

of a poor, abused peasant girl being transformed by 

clothing and magic into a woman of rare beauty and 

grace – who then marries a handsome prince of royal 

lineage – is a story of wonder, charm, and universal ap-

peal. It’s no wonder that it’s such a popular story. 

But there’s another story which is even more appeal-

ing than this one. It’s the account of God’s people 

painted by the Prophet Isaiah in this morning’s Old 

Testament reading – the main difference being this 

“Cinderella story” isn’t about someone else. It’s about 

you and me, and about how each of us came to be a 

child of God. It’s a rags to riches story – a story of how 

God enabled sinners to exchange their rags of condem-

nation and death for the rich, luxurious garments of life 

and salvation through our Savior, Jesus Christ. And the 

best thing about this story – unlike the story of Cinder-

ella and other legends of its kind – is that it isn’t a fan-

tasy. Rather, the entire account from beginning to end is 

absolutely true – every fantastic, unbelievable word! 

When You and I were first born into this world, we 

were wearing nothing – nothing but garments of con-

demnation due to original sin – that condition which 

came down to us from a long line of ancestors all the 

way back to our first parents, Adam and Eve. This con-

demnation is the natural condition of our human flesh 

and blood – and it hangs on us just like a suit of cloth-

ing that can’t be removed by reason of our own power. 

These garments identify us all as sinners born to be at 

war with our Creator! The problem we have in under-

standing this, is that it’s an entirely foreign concept for 

to us believe clothing could bring with it either con-

demnation or blessing. We’ve been wearing clothing 

for so long that we no longer attach any real signifi-

cance to it. But remember, Adam and Eve wore nothing 

at all before the fall into sin. It was only after sin had 

ruined their relationship with God – after it had thrown 

their innocence out the window – that their “eyes were 

opened” and they knew they were naked and exposed 

for the whole world to see. So the imagery of clothing – 

and where the need that for clothing first originated – is 

a particularly appropriate topic for consideration this 

morning. 

The clothes Adam and Eve – and consequently us 

and all of our forebears wore – can properly be called 

“garments of condemnation” because they were, and 

are, an ever-present reminder of our natural condition 

apart from Christ – an unmistakable indicator that our 

relationship with God has been ruined by sin – a re-

minder of how before this thing called sin came into 

being, clothes weren’t even necessary! You see, before 

the arrival of sin there was no such thing as shame or 

embarrassment – no need to hide from a righteous God 

as Adam and Eve first did when they discovered their 

shameful condition. The fact is that all clothing – no 

matter how fine, rich or luxurious – is nothing more 

than an attempt to hide from God by means of our own 

works – a reflection of the first fragile clothing fash-

ioned by Adam and Eve from fig leaves in a feeble ef-

fort to hide their sin both from God and one another. 

Yet the truth of the matter is this – that from the poor-

est, most wretched street person, to the richest, finely 

bedecked member of high society – the end of earthly 

life is exactly the same for all – death. No matter your 

social station, no one can get around this end – because 

death comes to all of us. We simply cannot avoid it no 

matter how hard we might try! The kings and royalty of 

all the ages past are just as dead as the slaves who 

served them – and this is a reality no one can change! 

In the English translation of Isaiah 64:6, the Prophet 

reminds us how “all our righteous acts are like filthy 

rags.” But, in fact, the literal Hebrew word used in this 

text is so explicit that it would neither be polite nor ap-

propriate to speak its exact meaning in public. Suffice it 

to say that the rags described by Isaiah are considered 

dirty and untouchable by must people under most cir-

cumstances. Also in Zechariah 3:1-3, the Prophet de-

scribes how the high priest, Joshua was dressed in 

clothes covered with excrement. Each of these texts 

then clearly represent the sins of Israel – and for that 

matter, our sins as well. And while this might be an of-



fensive, disturbing picture – it is precisely how God 

sees sin – as that dirty, and that offensive! 

In the 22nd chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, in the par-

able of the wedding banquet, we find another account 

that helps us see this even more clearly. There we’re 

told how when a king came in to see the guests at the 

banquet he was throwing he noticed a man no wearing 

the wedding clothes he had been given for the occasion. 

“Friend” the king said to him, “how did you get in 

without wedding clothes?” The man was speechless, so 

the king told his servants “tie him hand and foot and 

throw him outside into the darkness where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.” He had entered into 

the banquet wearing nothing but his own clothes, yet 

because they weren’t good enough, he was bound and 

thrown into the outer darkness! 

Dear Christian, such is also our dress by nature. And 

such is the sad fate of all who attempt to dress them-

selves for entrance into God’s Kingdom wearing noth-

ing but their own righteousness. The only garments 

good enough to wear in God’s Kingdom are the gar-

ments of salvation given to us by Jesus Christ. Our Lord 

and God – out of pure, unwarranted, undeserved mercy 

and grace – has given each of us the clothing of salva-

tion – the only clothing fit to wear in His Kingdom. 

This clothing comes to us only through faith in God’s 

Son who became sin for us, freely took our robes of 

condemnation upon Himself, and gave us back His own 

robes of Righteousness. That’s the blessed exchange 

God made with us because of His Love! 

Martin Luther took great delight in this exchange. 

Based on the imagery of Isaiah 61:10, he aptly de-

scribed the relationship between the “Bride” – the 

Church and her sinners – and the Bridegroom who is 

Christ. Concerning this relationship, Dr. Luther wrote: 

“Christ is full of Grace, Life and salvation, while the 

soul of man is full of sin, death and damnation. But 

when faith comes between them, sin, death and damna-

tion become Christ’s – while Grace, Life and salvation 

are given to man. For if Christ is the Bridegroom, He 

must take upon Himself the things which are the brides, 

and bestow on her the things that are His.” Luther con-

tinued: “This – the believing soul of man – by means of 

the pledge of faith – is made free in Christ, the Bride-

groom. He is free from all sin, secure against death and 

Hell, and is endowed with eternal righteousness, life 

and salvation. So, Christ takes to Himself a glorious 

Bride without spot or wrinkle, cleansing her by the 

washing of water with the Word, and in this way mar-

ries her in the one true Faith – thereby granting her His 

steadfast love, mercy, righteousness and justice.” 

So then, dear friends, the garments Christ took upon 

Himself serve to remind us of the joyous exchange of 

our sin for His righteousness. Christ our King – who 

came into this world with no clothing at all – didn’t 

take for Himself the clothing of royalty when He had 

the chance. Rather He took upon Himself the swaddling 

clothes – rags really – that His mother, Mary, gave to 

Him. Think about that for a moment, how Christ, the 

King of all  – the Creator of heaven and Earth – the One 

who is our King – was clothed in our poor, humble rags 

even at His birth. This is the great exchange that’s al-

ready taken place through the faith God creates in our 

hearts by virtue of His Holy Spirit working in Word and 

water – even as St. Paul testifies: “All of you who were 

Baptized into Christ have clothed yourself with Christ.” 

Clothed in His Righteousness, we are literally “mar-

ried” to Christ. And because we are married to Christ, 

we cannot help but rejoice greatly in our God as we tell 

others the Good News of the great exchange He ac-

complished for us sinners – and about the wonderful 

wardrobe God has given us – a wardrobe purchased by 

the precious, holy Blood of the sinless, innocent Son of 

God, who died that we might live! 

Therefore God says through Isaiah: “for Zion’s sake 

I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 

remain quiet, till her righteousness shines out like the 

dawn. Her salvation like a blazing torch.” If our Lord 

Himself will not keep silent for the sake of Zion and 

Jerusalem, how can you and I keep silent about all 

we’ve been given? Many of you, I’m sure, received 

clothing for Christmas. Some of you might have to take 

that clothing back because it doesn’t fit – or perhaps 

because you don’t like it. But the Good News today is 

that the gift God has given us in Christ is a “Garment of 

Salvation,” a “Robe of Righteousness” – the same 

clothing about which Isaiah spoke in this text. These 

are gifts you will never have to exchange, because 

they’ve been tailor-made especially for you. They fit 

you perfectly, and are exactly what you need for any 

occasion. These are garments that will never wear out, 

never get dirty, and will always be beautifully in style. 

These are the garments which were given to you by 

Christ Jesus Himself – clothing guaranteed to last for-

ever. Amen! 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 

true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 


