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as a matter of principle, try to 

resolve these paradoxes placed 

before us in God’s Word. We 

don’t try to answer the question 

as to whether what we receive 

in the Lord’s Supper is bread or 

body, wine or blood, for the 

Biblical texts simply state 

that what we receive in this 

Meal is all four! If salvation is 

God’s act alone, faith is a result 

of eternal election to salvation 

(Ephesians 1), and God wants 

all sinners to be saved, then 

why are all not saved? Must not 

God then, from eternity, also 

have determined that He would 

condemn as well as save some? 

No, this cannot be (in spite of 

how it looks), for the Bible also 

says that “God desires that all 

be saved” (I Timothy 2:4). And 

The true beauty of the Holy Bi-

ble is that it is literally teeming 

with joyous, paradoxical truths: 

God is Three in One. God is 

Man. God dies on a cross. The 

God who visits His vengeance 

upon trespassers has mercy only 

on upon sinners. You and I, we 

both die to live – and we live to 

die. We Christians are at the 

same time both saint and sin-

ner – both righteous and holy, 

yet so unholy that apart from 

Christ we cannot stand be-

fore the holy, righteous God and 

live. The weak are mighty and 

the mighty are 

weak. Afflic-

tions are really 

nothing more 

than blessings 

in disguise. The 

word of man is 

at the same 

time the very 

Word of God. 

The poor are 

rich, and the 

rich are poor. 

The first are 

last and the last are first. Law 

and Gospel work together to 

save us from our sins by killing 

and making alive.  

Now it is a hallmark of Luther-

anism that we Lutherans do not, 

since it is an axiom that God can-

not lie, then we Lutherans sim-

ply must allow 

this paradox to stand!  

The maladies in the life of the 

twenty-first century Church, and 

in the Church of every age for 

that matter, are the result of 

missing “the narrow 

way” (Matthew 7:13-14). It is a 

paradox itself, that 

the “high” road of orthodoxy – 

right teaching and right praise – 

is absolutely freeing! For ortho-

dox-y is both right doc-trine and 

right dox-ology (or praise), 

with “ortho” meaning 

straight, right, or 

proper, as in orthodon-

tia, which 

means “straight 

teeth.” So also ortho-

doxy leaves plenty of 

room for us to rejoice 

in all the God-pleasing 

differences of gifts, 

emphases, and even 

personalities that exist 

within the Church.  

Even the Church her-

self is a paradox. She is the Bride 

of 

Christ, “spotless,” “holy,” and “

washed” (Ephesians 5:25-27), 

the “pillar and foundation of 

truth” (I Timothy 3:15), and “the 

The Joyous Paradox of the Church   
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body of Christ” (I Corinthians 

12:1ff). And yet at the very same 

time she only appears in this 

world hidden 

under the 

guise of poor 

sinners, flawed 

leaders, ten-

sion, division, 

and yes, some-

times even 

false teaching. 

This is at once 

both disturbing and comforting. It 

is disturbing because at times we 

even find ourselves in 

such “spotted” congregation, de-

nominations, and Christendom. It 

is comforting because – despite its 

outward appearance, despite the 

fact that there have been times in 

the history of the Church when the 

pure teaching of the Gospel all but 

disappeared from the public con-

fession of the Church and its prac-

tice – nevertheless, we still have 

our Lord’s promise that the gates 

of hell shall not prevail against 

it” (Matthew 16:18).  

So, the Church 

endures be-

cause Christ 

Himself en-

dures and will 

never fail in 

His work of 

bringing sin-

ners into the 

Kingdom. Our 

Lord Christ 

will never al-

low His Gospel 

to go un-

believed until 

the end of time – until that time 

when all those who will believe 

have believed – and then will 

come the end. That’s Good 

News worth rejoicing over, es-

pecially in 

the perilous, 

crazy times 

in which we 

now live.  

The secret 

of living a 

Good News 

life in this 

bad news 

world is in knowing that despite 

our manifold weaknesses, our 

sins and our rebellion against 

Christ and His Church, Christ 

will remains wherever, so far 

and so long as His Word is pro-

claimed and heard, and to the 

extent that true Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper remain. That is 

the expansive joy of generous, 

faithful Lutheranism. Thus 

genuine Lutheranism is simply 

nothing more nor 

anything less than 

genuine Christi-

anity, and Chris-

tianity, with all 

its manifold 

weaknesses 

and sins, is far 

broader than 

genuine Lu-

theranism.  

That’s the joy of a generous, 

faithful Lutheranism. It is 

generous in recognizing the 

Church wherever the Gospel 

is proclaimed faithfully and 

the Sacraments are distributed 

according to Christ’s institu-

tion, and is faithful in recog-

nizing its sacred duty to always 

be faithful to the truth of God’s 

Word. It may be a paradox, but 

it’s a joyful paradox, nonethe-

less. May God bless and pre-

serve us always as we live out 

our lives in this paradox, await-

ing Christ’s return on the Last 

Day!  

Excerpted and slightly modified 

from President Matthew Harri-

son’s cover article from the lat-

est Lutheran Witness – which 

came from his: “Little Book of 

Joy.”  

Birthdays  
Eldora Keller ...................... 8/1  

Blythe Larson .................... 8/1  

Vic Edwards ...................... 8/3  

Lisa Hoffman ..................... 8/8  

Emily Goodroad  ............... 8/9  

Lynn Wood ...................... 8/10  

Darrin Abend ................... 8/13  

Grace Schroeder .............. 8/13  

Ryan Schmidt .................. 8/18  

Caroline Mayes ................ 8/19  

Erma Altis .................. 8/20  

Larry Long ................. 8/20  

Bob Marchert ............. 8/22  

Gary Schmidt ............. 8/26  

Debbie Abend ............ 8/26  

Sarah Schroeder ........... 9/1  

Drew Newman ............. 9/2  

Alex Abend .................. 9/2  

Yvonne O’Grady .......... 9/7  

Jackie Augur .............. 9/10  

Baptisms  
Alpha Wiese ...................... 8/1  

Sean Williams .................... 8/1  

Dawn Riley ........................ 8/8  

Samantha Slawson ............. 8/9  

Curtis Mayes .................... 8/12  

Penny Harris .................... 8/16  

Melvin Altis ..................... 8/19  

Kelly Schmidt .................. 8/20  

Larry Goodroad ............... 8/21  
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Alex Abend ...................... 8/21  

Lynn Wood ...................... 8/24  

Eldora Keller .................... 8/26  

Larry Long ......................... 9/1  

Blythe Larson ..................... 9/1  

Kimberly Murphy .............. 9/2  

Ryan Schmidt ..................... 9/7  

Tanner Slawson ................. 9/7  

Wyatt Mayes ...................... 9/9  

Jeremy Harms .................. 9/10  

Gabriel Sowell ................. 9/10  

Anniversaries  
Richard & Jeannette Buesing 

8/4/1962  

Terry & Lynn Wood  

8/13/1972  

Roy & Eldora Keller  

8/14/1949  

Brandon & Natalie Carty 

8/28/2016  

Gary & Diane Schmidt 

9/6/1968  

Elders  
Larry Goodroad  

Dallas Hoffman  

Bill Moore  

Vic Edwards  

Allen Harris  

Tim Brammeier  

From The Church  
Fathers  

“For if in truth the Word has 

been made flesh, and we in very 

truth receive the Word made 

flesh as food from the Lord, are 

we not bound to believe that He 

abides in us naturally, Who, 

born as a man, has assumed the 

nature of our flesh now insepa-

rable from Himself, and has 

conjoined the nature of His own 

flesh to the nature of the eternal 

Godhead in the Sacrament by 

which His flesh is communi-

cated to us? For so are we all 

one, because the Father is in 

Christ and Christ in us.”  

St. Hilary of Poitiers; On the 

Trinity, Book 8  

August 2 ........  Simon Korondi  

August 9 .........  Andrew Swain  

August 16 ........  Sam Wornson  

August 23 .........  Colton Harris  

August 30 ......  Simon Korondi  

Sept. 6 .............  Andrew Swain  

Sept. 13 ............  Sam Wornson  

Sept. 20 .............  Colton Harris  

Sept. 27 ..........  Simon Korondi  

From the Pen of Sasse  
Hermann Sasse, a theologian 

who lived through Hitler’s 

domination of Germany, who 

perhaps almost single-handedly 

rescued Confessional Luther-

anism following World War II, 

wrote in his book, “The Lonely 

Way” – “We respect all pious 

opinions. But an opinion which 

is false cannot be pious”  

Ushers  
August 2 

Larry & Sam Goodroad  

August 9, August 16 

Jim Hargrave, Allen Harris  

August 23, 30 

Dallas Hoffman, Mike Jackson  

Sept. 6 & 13 

Larry Long, John Luppes  

Sept. 20 & 27 

Bob Marchert, Don Mayes  

Greeters  
August 2 

Dorothy Riley, Jana Schwarz  

August 9 

Craig & Shari Schley  

August 16 

Gary & Diane Schmidt  

August 23 

Kevin & Julie Schroeder  

August 30 

Rick & Karen Soutter  

Sept. 6 

Norm & Kay Sowell  

Sept. 13 

Rob & Ardyth Stone  

Sept 20 

Fred & Sandy Walworth  

Sept. 27 

Lee Wathen, Harry Akiyama  

Altar Guild  
August 2, Sept. 6 

Mary Ellett, Pat Owens  

August 9, Sept. 13 

Leslie Young, Dee Hoffman  

August 16 & 30, Sept. 20 

Kari Goodroad,  

Deanna Korondi  

August 23, Sept. 27 

Phyllis Clemens,  

Sharon McCubbin  
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Reopening  
Update  

Most of you are familiar with 

what we have been doing as we 

try to remain faithful to our call-

ing as Church to proclaim the 

pure Gospel of Christ and dis-

tribute His gifts of forgiveness, 

life and salvation, while also try-

ing to honor the Fourth Com-

mandment in respecting and not 

disobeying our leaders  

Unfortunately that means we 

have found ourselves in a bit of a 

quandary because all this. Some 

have been concerned because we 

have opened up worship 

again in spite of what 

seems a dangerous 

time, health-wise. 

Others have been 

somewhat an-

gered because we 

haven’t simply 

said that “we 

must obey God 

rather than 

men,” and just ig-

nored the guidance of the 

CDC and the Clay County 

Health Department.  

The Board of Elders and the 

leadership of the Congregation 

feel that we have reached a good 

compromise for the time being, 

and we ask for you support as we 

move forward, hopefully putting 

this whole mess behind us before 

too long.  

For clarification, the present or-

der from the Clay County Health 

Department is that people should 

practice “social distanc-

ing” when possible, and if it isn’t 

possible, to use a face mask. 

Since we are presently limited to 

having only 50% of our rated 

occupancy that means we can 

have 100 people in our Nave 

and still practice “social distanc-

ing.” That means that while you 

are in the Nave for worship (if 

you are comfortable doing so) 

you may remove your face 

mask. Families and people who 

are together during the week 

anyway may sit together, but we 

are asking that when you come 

in you sit at either end of pews 

marked with the dots on the 

arm, or in the middle of the 

pews not so marked.  

We are all adults and 

we know everyone 

will do whatever 

they need to do 

to ensure that 

our fellow 

members are 

neither ex-

posed to 

Covid-19 nor 

made to feel 

like they might 

be in danger by coming 

to worship services.  

From C.S. Lewis  
What follows is a short essay by 

C.S. Lewis reflecting on the fear 

which was overtaking much of 

the world throughout the cold 

war with its threats of nuclear 

war. Lots of food for thought 

given the situation we are living 

in now.  

“In one way we think a great 

deal too much of the atomic 

bomb. “How are we to live in an 

atomic age?” I am tempted to 

reply: “Why, as you would have 

lived in the sixteenth century 

when the plague visited London 

almost every year, or as you 

would have lived in a Viking 

age when raiders from Scandi-

navia might land and cut your 

throat any night; or indeed, as 

you are already living in an age 

of cancer, an age of syphilis, an 

age of paralysis, an age of air 

raids, an age of railway acci-

dents, an age of motor acci-

dents.”  

In other words, do not let us be-

gin by exaggerating the novelty 

of our situation. Believe me, 

dear sir or madam, you and all 

whom you love were already 

sentenced to death before the 

atomic bomb was invented: and 

quite a high percentage of us 

were going to die in unpleasant 

ways. We had, indeed, one very 
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great advantage over our ances-

tors—anesthetics; but we have 

that still. It is perfectly ridicu-

lous to go about whimpering 

and drawing long faces because 

the scientists have added one 

more chance of painful and pre-

mature death to a world which 

already bristled with such 

chances and in which death it-

self was not a chance at all, but 

a certainty.  

This is the first point to be 

made: and the first action to be 

taken is to pull ourselves to-

gether. If we are all going to be 

destroyed by an atomic bomb, 

let that bomb when it comes 

find us doing sensible and hu-

man things—praying, working, 

teaching, reading, listening to 

music, bathing the children, 

playing tennis, chatting to our 

friends over a pint and a game 

of darts – not huddled together 

like frightened sheep and think-

ing about bombs. 

They may break 

our bod- ies (a mi-

crobe can do that) 

but they 

need not 

dominate our minds.  

C.S. Lewis – “On Living in an 

Atomic Age” (1948) 

from “Present Concerns: Jour-

nalistic Essays”  

Report by Treasurer – Connie 

Brammeier: Motion was made 

to approve the Treasurer Report 

by Dee Hoffman, seconded by 

Melvin Altis. Passed.  

Report by Directors –

 President Mark Fair-

hurst: Compiling an inventory 

of written policies. Constitution; 

Building Use; Shearer Memorial 

Fund; Elementary & Secondary 

Education Fund; and Weddings.  

Vice-President – Darrin 

Abend: Researching background 

check prices.  

Properties – Melvin Al-

tis: Melvin reported on elevator 

status. The mowing is going 

good.  

Education – Michelle Fair-

hurst: Reported Mark, 

that she would be 

ordering books and 

studies guides for 

the parent.  

Public Relations –

 Derek Chapman: He 

is putting together a 

list of what is needed 

with prices for the church to 

purchase more equipment for 

sound and video for we could 

have everything available for 

events & groups.  

Planning – Tim Bram-

meier: Nothing at this time.  

Services – Dee Hoffman: Need 

to start two gift baskets for the 

upcoming babies.  

Secretary – Erma Al-

tis: Nothing at this time.  

Unfinished Business: Scouts 

Building Use Request. Tim said, 

they didn’t need to use the 

7/13/2020 Board of  
Directors Minutes  

Attendance: Pastor (Drew 

Newman), President (Mark Fair-

hurst), Vice President (Darrin 

Abend), Properties (Melvin Al-

tis), Public Relations (Derek 

Chapman), Planning (Tim 

Brammeier), Services (Dee 

Hoffman), Treasurer 

(Connie Bram-

meier), Secretary 

(Erma Altis)  

Call to Order: 

President Mark 

Fairhurst  

Scripture and 

Prayer: Pastor Drew 

Newman. Augsburg Con-

fession Article 24, Beware of 

False Prophets Matthew 7:15-

48  

Report by Pas-

tor: Admission and Dis-

missal of Members: 

Shirley Kueck, was re-

ceived into Christ’s heav-

enly kingdom.  

Reading of the Minutes –

 Secretary Erma Altis: Motion 

was made to approve the min-

utes by Tim Brammeier, sec-

onded by Derek Chapman. 

Passed.  
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building at this time, so is with-

drawing request.  

New Business: No new business 

at this time.  

Adjournment: Mark Fairhurst 

asked for a motion to adjourn 

the meeting. Tim Brammeier 

made the motion, seconded by 

Darren Abend.  

Prayers: Pastor closed with the 

Lord’s Prayer.  

Meeting Adjourned  

Respectfully submitted, Erma 

Altis, Secretary  

LWML  
Please mark your calendars for 

the postponed LWML Zone 

Rally, which has been resched-

uled for Saturday, October 17, at 

9:00 here at Trinity.  

 The Missouri District of the 

LWML held its 26th Biennial 

(Electronic) Convention  

 June 12-14, 2020 because of 

Covid 19. We all have had to 

make adjustments and sacrifices 

to our lives during these difficult 

times. But, as Christians we can 

depend on our Lord to help us 

through this Pandemic and 

Life .  

In this article you will read 

about the Mission Grants that 

were voted in and will be 

funded by  

the money collected in those lit-

tle Mite Boxes and of course 

once a month here we have the 

big Mite Box available for you 

to drop you change into or 

maybe your Mite Box full of 

change.  

had to live on”  (Mark 12:41-

43).  

Mite Boxes - How They Be-

gan: Perhaps inspired by 

the various “cent” or “mite” soci

eties of the early 1800s, the 

Woman’s Mission to Woman 

(Baptist) urged members in its 

first circular letter in 1871 to 

use their new mite box to raise 

funds. The entire family was 

encouraged to contribute. The 

garnet-colored paper box had 

an opening on the top and the 

words, “Woman’s Mission to 

Woman,” in gold letters on the 

side.  

There were 29 Grant proposals 

to vote on. The ones with the 

highest vote won and if any 

money leftover others were 

able to be funded so there were 

14 funded. We are thrilled that 

one of those is Mission Central 

in Iowa where our speaker is 

coming from for our Fall Rally. 

Be sure to watch for details and 

come hear the interesting story 

of Mission Central.  

We also voted on Candidates for 

District LWML offices and 

these are the ones selected:  

Vice President of Christian 

Life: Crystal Lueckenhoff  

Pastoral Counselor: 

Rev. Michael Pottschmidt  

Vice President of Special Focus 

Ministries: Stephanie Sny-

der (happy to see Stephanie 

Snyder was voted in as her hus-

band, Pastor Walt Snyder, has 

filled in for Pastor when he was 

on vacation).  

Recording Secretary: Hannah 

Jackson  

We assure you it is all going to 

good causes .  

Here’s a little history about 

Mites beginning with the Bibli-

cal account of the Widow’s 

Mite  

Jesus sat down opposite the 

place where the offerings were 

put and watched the crowd put-

ting their money into the temple 

treasury. Many rich people 

threw in large amounts. But a 

poor widow came and put in 

two very small copper coins, 

worth only a fraction of a penny. 

Calling his disciples to him, Je-

sus said, “I tell you the truth, 

this poor widow has put more 

into the treasury than all the oth-

ers. They all gave out of their 

wealth, but she, out of her pov-

erty, put in everything - all she 
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Treasurer: Elaine Froeschle  

Nominating Committee: Rita 

Bryant, Deanna 

Cross (chairman), 

Marian Hoehner, Patty Walkenh

orst, Melanie Weibrecht  

Top of the Hill  
The Top of the Hill group is still 

in limbo. We’ll let you know 

when we decide to have our first 

lunch and game day. Watch for 

more details as we know more.  

10 Signs You May Not 
Be Reading Your Bible 

Enough  
10 – You open up your Bible 

in Church and a huge dust 

cloud rises.  

9 – You think Abraham, Isaac 

& Jacob may have had a few 

hit songs during the 60s.  

8 – You open to the Gospel of 

Luke and a WWII Savings 

Bond falls out.  

7 – Your favorite Old Testa-

ment Patriarch is Hercules.  

6 – A small family of wood-

chucks has taken up residence 

in the Psalms of your Bible.  

5 – You become frustrated be-

cause Charlton Heston isn’t 

listed in either the Concordance 

or the Table of Contents.  

† † †  

Dear Members in Christ,  

Thank you for the beautiful 

hanging basket sent for Luci’s 

service. We appreciate each and 

every one of you. Love, Don 

and Doug Avondet, Debra Rhea  

Congratulations 
Graduates! 

Congratulations are in order 

for Jacob Wornson & Regan 

Schmidt, who recently gradu-

ated from Smithville High 

School. This fall Jacob will be 

attending University of Mis-

souri, preparing to be a mete-

orologist, and Regan will be 

attending Iowa State Univer-

sity pursuing a degree in Bio-

logical Pre-Medical Illustra-

tion. Delany Stout also re-

cently graduated from Kearney 

High School and in the fall 

will be attending Northwest 

Missouri University and seek-

ing a degree in Elementary 

Education. Congratulations and 

Godspeed to each of them!  

4 – Catching the kids reading 

the Song of Solomon, you de-

mand: “Who gave you this 

stuff?”  

3 – You think the Minor Proph-

ets worked in the quarries.  

2 – You keep falling for it every 

time when Pastor tells you to 

turn to Second Opinions.  

And the number one sign you 

may not be reading your Bible 

enough:  

1 – The kids keep asking too 

many questions about your 

usual bedtime story: “Jonah the 

Shepherd Boy and His Ark of 

Many Colors.”  

Thank You Letters  
Thank you for your recent gen-

erous gift to the CTS tuition 

fund. Your gift helps our Semi-

nary fulfil its mission to teach 

the faithful, reach the lost and 

care for all! – David Kenting, 

Seminary Student  


