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 The Devil Hates Your Good Works 

works which are done in faith 
do not declare us righteous: “So 
likewise you, when you have 
done all those things which you 
are commanded, say, ‘We are 
unprofitable servants. We have 
done what was our duty to 
do.’” (Luke 17:10) 

The works which the devil 
loves are 
not good 
but evil. 
These 
works 
cannot be 
called good 
because they 
take away from 
the central ar-
ticle of the 
faith: justifica-
tion. They point 
us away from our 
salvation, Christ Je-
sus, and point us to 
our own endeavors. These 
works, even if they conform 
to the Ten Commandments, 
are wicked because they are 
done from a faithless heart. 
They cannot be called good by 
any stretch of the imagination. 

It is only by faith that our works 
are pleasing to God: “But with-

The devil hates your good works 
for three reasons. First, the Fa-
ther of lies hates your good 
works because good works, by 
necessity, flow from faith in 
Christ Jesus. Jesus said, “Even 
so, every good tree bears good 
fruit, but a bad tree bears bad 
fruit. A good tree cannot bear 
bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear 
good fruit.” (Matthew 7:17-18) 

Good works are only good when 
they are done by a regenerate 
heart. “A good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart brings 
forth good things, and an evil 
man out of the evil treasure 
brings forth evil 
things.” (Matthew 12:35) Fallen 
man sins because he is a sinner. 
The regenerate man does good 
works because he has been for-
given of his sins, regenerated by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
that the image of God, the new 
man, is being daily sustained, 
strengthened and actuated by the 
power of God. 

Good works are not good if they 
are used to justify oneself. These 
works are worse than nothing: 
“But we are all like an unclean 
thing, And all our righteous-
nesses are like filthy 
rags.” (Isaiah 64:6) Even the 

out faith it is impossible to 
please Him.” (Hebrews 11:6) But 
in faith, our works are dear to 
our Savior: “And do not be con-
formed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of 
God.” (Romans 12:2) 

The devil also hates 
good works because 

good works conform 
to the will of God, His 
Commandments, and 

in our imitation 
of our dear 

Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

What-
ever is 

pleasing to 
God is hate-

ful to the 
devil. The devil 

hates the Command-
ments because they 

reflect God’s 
will, as Formula VI, par. 15 says: 
“when we speak of good works 
which are in accordance with 
God’s Law (for otherwise they 
are not good works), then the 
word Law has only one sense, 
namely, the immutable will of 
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God, according to which men 
are to conduct themselves in 
their lives.” 

And so the devil seeks to de-
ceive us. He desires that we do 
works which are not com-
manded by God in His word. 
This was one of the great dis-
coveries of the Reformation. 
Monasticism was 
viewed as a good 
work, but it was not 
commanded by 
God. Men tried to 
please God, not with 
works which God 
commanded, but 
with works con-
trived out of their 
own imaginations. 

Luther’s words on 
the Third Com-
mandment are help-
ful on this point: “any obser-
vance or work that is practiced 
without God’s Word is unholy 
before God, no matter how bril-
liantly it may shine, even though 
it be covered with relics, such as 
the fictitious spiritual orders, 
which know nothing of God’s 
Word and seek holiness in their 
own works.” (Large Catechism, 
Second Commandment, Para-
graph 93) 

Another reason why the devil 
hates good works is because 
good works will abide into eter-
nity. Heaven and earth will pass 
away in fire. The good works of 
the Christian will endure into 
eternity: “Then I heard a voice 
from heaven saying to me, 
“Write: ‘Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord from now 

on.’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, 
“that they may rest from their 
labors, and their works follow 
them.” (Revelation 14:13) 

This is why Christians are ad-
monished to make the most of 
their short stay on earth by per-
forming good works (Galatians 
6:10; Ephesians 5:16; Colos-

sians 4:5). This is 
why pastors are di-
rected to teach good 
works with all dili-
gence (Titus 3:8 14; 
I Timothy 6:17 ff). 

As soon as a man is 
converted, his home 
is no longer in the 
world; his true home 

and commonwealth 
are in heaven. But 

our God wants us to 
stay in the world so 

that we might serve Him and 
our neighbor on earth. Above 
all, good works serve the procla-
mation of the Gospel. 

Therefore, Luther’s words con-
cerning the Anabaptists ring true 
today: 

See what little value they attach 
to good works – they are ready 
to sell their good works for a 
penny! By this, they want to ape 
us and our teaching that good 
works do not make sinners pi-
ous, do not blot out sins, do not 
reconcile God. To this, the devil 
adds his bit and so utterly de-
spises good works that he is 
ready to sell them for a penny. I 
thank God that the devil in his 
cleverness here overreaches 
himself and so shamefully be-
fouls and befools himself. 

We teach that to reconcile 
God . . . is so high and great and 
glorious a work that alone 
Christ, the Son of God, could do 
it. . . But that therefore good 
works should be nothing or be 
worth only a penny, who ever 
heard of such a thing, or who 
could teach such a thing except 
the lying mouth of the devil?. . . 

I hold my good works dearer 
than my own life, which cer-
tainly should be held more pre-
cious than all the world; for if 
what I do is good, God has done 
it through me and in me. . . 

Though it does not make me 
holy . . . still it is done to the 
praise and glory of God and for 
the benefit and welfare of my 
neighbor, both of which cannot 
be paid for or equaled by all the 
world’s goods. . . Has not Satan 
here hidden himself well? Who 
cannot feel him here? (Luther’s 
Works, St. Louis Edition, Book 
XIV, Pg. 310 ff.) 

Birthdays 
Carl Wilson  ......................... 7/2 
Andy Fairhurst  .................... 7/4 
Mary Wornson  .................... 7/5 
Dawn Riley  ......................... 7/6 
Gabriel Sowell  .................. 7/12 
Stacy Stout  ........................ 7/14 
Fred Walworth  .................. 7/15 
Ben Augur  ......................... 7/15 
Colton Harris  .................... 7/17 
Tanner Slawson  ................ 7/22 
Tom Clemens  .................... 7/29 
Rob Stone  ......................... 7/30 
Kenneth Rogers  .................. 8/1 
Eldora Keller  ....................... 8/1 
Blythe Larson  ..................... 8/1 
Vic Edwards  ....................... 8/3 
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Jeremy Harms  .....................  8/3 
Lisa Hoffman  ......................  8/8 
Emily Goodroad  .................  8/9 
Lynn Wood  .......................  8/10 
Darrin Abend  ....................  8/13 
Grace Schroeder  ...............  8/13 
Alan Rhea  .........................  8/15 
Ryan Schmidt  ...................  8/18 
Caroline Mayes  ................  8/19 
Erma Altis  ........................  8/20 
Bob Marchert  ....................  8/22 
Lauryn O’Grady  ...............  8/23 
Gary Schmidt  ....................  8/26 
Debbie Abend  ...................  8/26 
Sarah Schroeder  ..................  9/1 
Drew Newman  ....................  9/2 
Alex Abend  ........................  9/2 
Ben Starkebaum  .................  9/2 
Curt Henke  .........................  9/5 
Yvonne O’Grady  ................  9/7 

Baptisms 
Bob Howard  .......................  7/1 
Jackson Ohlman  .................  7/3 
Jensen Mayes  ......................  7/5 
Alexandria Fairhurst  ...........  7/8 
Carson Schmidt  ................  7/10 
June Ramer  .......................  7/11 
John Darmstaetter  .............  7/13 
Samuel Goodroad  .............  7/14 
Andy Fairhurst  ..................  7/22 
Kari Goodroad  ..................  7/25 
Jim Wornson  ....................  7/25 
Mary Wornson  ..................  7/28 
Colton Harris  ....................  7/30 
Alpha Wiese  .......................  8/1 
Sean Williams  ....................  8/1 
Samantha Slawson  ..............  8/9 
Curtis Mayes  ....................  8/12 
Penny Harris  .....................  8/16 
Melvin Altis  ......................  8/19 
Kelly Schmidt  ...................  8/20 
Larry Goodroad  ................  8/21 
Alex Abend  ......................  8/21 
Lynn Wood  .......................  8/24 
Eldora Keller  ....................  8/26 

Blythe Larson  .....................  9/1 
Kimberly Murphy  ...............  9/2 
Sammy Harms  ....................  9/5 
Ryan Schmidt  .....................  9/7 
Tanner Slawson  ..................  9/7 
Wyatt Mayes  ......................  9/9 
Jeremy Harms  ...................  9/10 
Gabriel Sowell  ..................  9/10 

Anniversaries 
John & Jamie Luppes 

7/1/2006 
Curtis & Gwen Mayes 

7/2/1989 
Terry & Mary Ellett 

7/4/1997 
Steve & Adyline Christensen 

7/11/1965 
Anthony Ellen Propst 

7/11/1987 
Sam & Dana Goodroad 

7/13/2012 
Norm & Kay Sowell 

7/18/1971 
Scott & Lacey Mayes 

7/23/2011 
Terry & Lynn Wood 

8/13/1972 
Roy & Eldora Keller 

8/14/1949 
Hurshell & Sylvia Herrell 

8/20/1960 
Brandon & Natalie Carty 

8/28/2016 
Gary & Diane Schmidt 

9/6/1968 

Elders 
Vic Edwards 

Larry Goodroad 
Ken Meier 

Dallas Hoffman 
Peter Korondi 
Bill Moore, Jr. 

Acolytes 
August 6  ............  Colton Harris 

August 13  .......  Conner Jackson 
August 20  ........  Simon Korondi 
August 27  ......  Ben Starkebaum 
September 3  .....  Andrew Swain 
September 10  ....  Joe Goodroad 
September 17  .....  Colton Harris 
September 24  .  Conner Jackson 

Ushers 
August 6 

Don & Scott Mayes 
August 13 

Ken Meier, Allen Bozarth 
August 20 

Jack Oldag, Allen Bozarth 
August 27 

Jack Oldag, Ken Meier 
September 3 

Bill Moore, Keith Wornson 
September 10 & 17 

Tony Propst, Craig Schley 
September 24 

Gary Schmidt, Norm Sowell 

Greeters 
August 6 

Allen & Bonnie Harris 
August 13 

Nelson Hayes, Sylvia Herrel 
August 20 

Curt & Char Henke 
August 27 

Dallas & Dee Hoffman 
September 3 

Bob & Marlo Howard 
September 10 

Mike & Colleen Jackson 
September 17 

Don & Gina Jaeger 
September 24 

Martha Jenkins, June Lueckert 

Altar Guild 
August 6 

Pat Owens, Mary Ellett 
August 13 

Korondi, K. Goodroad 
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August 20 

Dee Hoffman, Leslie Young 
August 27 

McCubbin &Clemens 

Sunday Bible Studies 
During the Sundays leading up 
to Reformation our Sunday 
morning Bible Study will be 
looking at the “Faces of the Ref-
ormation” – that is, examining 
the lives and influence of some 
of the people who were involved 
in the Reformation. We will be 
looking at a different face each 
Sunday, including Luther’s 
wife, Katharina Von Bora, Jan 
Hus, Pope Leo X, Frederick the 
Wise, and many others. Won’t 
you please join us? 

Youth Notes 
The Youth of Trinity had a won-
derful trip in July attending the 
Higher Things 
Conference, 
“Here I 
Stand.” We 
flew from 
Kansas City 
to Denver to 
Bozeman, 
Montana 
on Sun-
day, 
July 
16th. On 
Monday we 
drove 
down to 
Yellowstone 
National Park 
where we saw some 
of the 
most 
amazing 

scenery in the world, along with 
the geysers and mud pots, of 
course. Before the Conference 
on Tuesday morning we visited 
the Dinosaur Museum at Mon-
tana State University, which is 
one of the finest museums of its 
kind in the world. 

Then there was the Conference. 
All we can say is that it was su-
perb. The worship, the sectional 
classes, the Plenary Sessions, 
etc. Needless to say we all 
learned a lot. Friday we headed 
for the airport to catch our plane 
for the return flight at around 
5:30 to connect with a flight in 
Denver at 8:10. Nature had 
other plans. We were not al-
lowed to take off from Bozeman 
because of violent weather in 
Denver, so we arrived in Denver 
at 11:10. Then we waited on the 
tarmac for about 25 minutes un-

til a gate opened up. Then 
we stood in line 
until 6:00 AM to 
be rebooked on 

another flight. 

The very help-
ful gate agent 

got all of us 
scheduled 

on a 
flight 

leaving at 
4:30 and ar-
riving in 
Kansas City 
around mid-
night Satur-

day. To make a long 
story short, 
Pastor, 
Linda, 

Dana, Julian, Joe, Shelby and 
Simon were able to get on a di-
rect flight at 10:00 that landed at 
12:45 in Kansas City (remember 
the wedding on Saturday at 3:00 
that Pastor was supposed to offi-
ciate? He made it!). Then Andy, 
Amanda and Grace got on a 
flight that landed at 4:30. It was 
a trip we will remember for a 
long time. Lots of sleeping was 
done by all from Saturday after-
noon through sometime Mon-
day, I’m sure. 

Thank-you to the members of 
Trinity who continue to support 
the work of our Youth Board to 
raise up the Youth of our con-
gregation to be solidly Lutheran 
Christians! What a blessing it is 
to have your support. 

Reformation Hymn Fest 
The Reformation Hymn Festival 
celebrating the 500th Anniver-
sary of the Lutheran Reforma-
tion will be held on Sunday, Oc-
tober 15 at 7:30 p.m. at Helz-
berg Hall in the Kauffmann 
Center for Performing Arts in 
downtown Kansas City. The 
Festival will bear the name: 
“We Sing the Faith.” It will in-
clude organ preludes, choir in-
troit, call to worship (three 
hymns between congregational 
responses), prayers, then hymns 
and brief Luther readings se-
lected to highlight the teachings 
of Luther’s Small Catechism 
(Creation; Redemption – includ-
ing Advent, Christmas, Lent, 
and Easter hymns; Sanctifica-
tion), Hymn of the Day (A 
Mighty Fortress), choral num-
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ber, closing prayers and hymn. 
A freewill offering will be gath-
ered to go to missions. 

A city-wide mass choir is being 
formed from members of con-
gregations within the greater 
Kansas City area. If you are in-
terested in participating, a sheet 

of particulars has been printed 
and is available on the table out-
side the Secretary’s office. It ap-
pears that there will be two re-
hearsals: one on October 8th, 
October 14th, and before the 
Festival on the 15th. Choir 
members will NOT need to get 
to tickets. All those attending 
other than choir members will 
need to get tickets. 

The tickets (which are free) will 
be at www.kaufmancenter.org 
starting on August 8, at 10:00 
PM. If you prefer to call, you 
may get tickets at (816) 994-
7222. There will be a limit of 4 
tickets per transaction. And re-
member, there are a limited 
number of seats, about 1600, but 
given the number of Lutherans 
in the Kansas City area the tick-
ets might be sold out quickly. 
Parking can also be purchased 
online at the time you reserve 
your tickets at a cost of $8.00 
per car. Street parking will also 
be available, first come, first 
served. 

Fix It Gang 
The Fix It Gang, better known 
as the doughnut hole gang, will 
be taking a break for the sum-
mer, only repairing things that 
are of immediate necessity. 
Though sometimes tedious, we 
do our work based on I Corin-
thians 15:58, “Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of 
the Lord because you know that 
your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain.” When we resume later 
this summer we would like to 
invite you to join us weekly or 
from time to time. Many hands 
make for light work. 

LWML 
June 12, 2017 

Call to Order: Janet Miller, 
President 

Opening Hymn: “Jesus Loves 
Me” 

Opening Prayer: The business 
meeting was opened with prayer 
led by Janet Miller and the 
LWML pledge was recited. 

Attendance: Janis Bozarth, Dee 
Hoffman, Joyce Lehning, Janet 
Miller, Kay Sowell, Marlo 
Howard, Penny Harris, Diane 

Schmidt, 

Minutes:  April meeting minutes 
were read and approved. 

Correspondence: A thank you 
was read from Carolyn Mayes 
for serving Confirmation recep-
tion. 

Treasurer’s Report: Balance as 
of 6/12 was $428.03 (including 
$56.24 in mites). 

Mission Grant Story: Mission 
Grant Story, “Additional Re-
sources-Hunger” was read by 
Janet Miller. 

Quilting Report:  No report. 

Unfinished Business: Ronald 
McDonald House service day 
will be June 15. A motion was 
made by Marlo Howard and sec-
onded by Penny Harris that 
Marlo will go forward with gift 
for Dianne Mischlich. Motion 
passed. 

New Business:  Marlo will look 
for mailbox to collect stamps. 
Discussion was had regarding 
the LWML ladies serving 
“special” occasions at Trinity. It 
was decided that, if requested, 
we would serve special occa-
sions with at least a 2 month no-
tice and LWML member avail-
ability. Anyone requesting our 
services should contact Janet 
Miller. A motion was made by 
Kay Sowell and seconded by 
Diane Schmidt. Motion passed. 

Our next business meeting will 
be Monday, July 10, with Janet 
Miller as hostess.  

Third Sunday Treats:          6/18: 
Marlo, Dee, Janis; 7/16: Diane, 
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June, Janet;  8/20: Mary, Kay, 
Janis 

The business meeting was ad-
journed with the Lord’s Prayer 
and prayer requests led by 
Penny Harris. 

Refreshments were served by 
Penny Harris. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Janis Bozarth, Secretary 

Liturgy and Hymns: 
A Primer 

Why do we do what we do? 
Why do we sing hymns, and 
skip the praise band? Why do 
we have a liturgy, going through 
the same thing week in and 
week out? 

First, the liturgy. It should unite 
young and old. We should be 
able to sing it without notes or 
being able to read a word. It’s 
the kind of thing little kids 
should be able to join in on, and 
the kind of thing senior citizens 
should feel belongs to them. It 
should include the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the ancient creeds, 
to link us to the Scriptures and 
to the church’s past. It should 
include a confession of sins, and 
a real absolution. It should al-
ways have readings, full read-
ings, from the scriptures, which 
follows the life of Christ, from 
conception and birth, to bap-
tism, ministry, Holy Week, 
death and resurrection, his as-
cension and return in judgment. 
It should be the kind of thing 
that spans the generations, the 
ancient church and the church 
today, proclaiming truths we 
have forgotten, truths whose im-

portance we no longer under-
stand. The liturgy is stable, and 
reflects the Christian life from 
Baptism to the Supper, birth to 
death and resurrection. All with-
out notes, so that we might con-
fess on our deathbed what we 
sing as children. 

Hymns. Real hymns. Not silly 
praise songs made up by the 
young and earnest, which may 
be sung, but not the diet that 
builds us up. Instead, hymns of 
all sorts, from all ages, from 
biblical canticles taken from the 
testaments old and new. Early 
church hymns, medieval hymns, 
Reformation hymns, hymns 
written in every century, includ-
ing many written in our own. 
All music reflecting and encour-
aging the faith. Not minimizing, 
but enriching. Not shallow, but 
deep. Able to be sung by chil-
dren, but powerful enough to in-
spire the old . Simple but never 
simplistic. 

The world is changing, and our 
people are forgetting. But we 
have treasures at hand. We live 
like paupers, though we have 
treasures in our cupboards, if 
only we would open the doors. 
The truth is here, not far from 
us. Richer and deeper truths lie 
at hand, living water is available 
as easy as turning on the tap, as 
easy as opening up a real hym-
nal, singing and confessing with 
those who have died, but in 
Christ are still living. Enough of 
the praise band. Reclaim the 
pulpit and altar. The old will 
make us new again, as it always 
has. 

Trinity Care Group 
Do you need assistance because 
of illness, birth of a baby, death, 
hospitalization, etc.? Trinity 
Care Group can help. We would 
be happy to arrange for provid-
ing meals, doing errands, visit-
ing with the family, etc. Please 
contact Dee Hoffman at 320-
2490. 

Board of Directors 
June 12th, 2017 

Members present: Connie 
Brammeier, Tim Brammeier, 
Dan Goodroad, Larry 
Goodroad, Nelson Hayes, Dee 
Hoffman, Bob Marchert, and 
Norm Sowell. 

Tim called the meeting order 
and opened with prayer. 

Nelson moved we accept the 
minutes from last month, Norm 
seconded. 

VP: Nothing new to report 

Treasurer: Dan moved to re-
ceive the report, Norm sec-
onded, passed by vote. 

Elders: Continued their study of 
the Book of Concord and talked 
about visits. 

Properties: The fix it crew has 
been working outside by clear-
ing limbs, trees, etc. They will 
break for the summer other than 
emergencies. 

Evangelism: N/A 

Education: N/A 

Stewardship: Nothing new to 
report 

Youth: As the conference ap-
proaches, the Sunday School 
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adult Bible study will cover the 
pre conference Bible study over 
the next few Sundays. 

Public Relations: Nothing new 
to report. 

Planning: N/A 

Services: There are two wed-
ding baskets coming up. 

Unfinished Business: N/A 

New Business: N/A 

Norm moved we adjourn, Dan 
seconded. Closed with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emily Goodroad 

It Is To Laugh 
Teacher: “If I gave you 2 cats 
and another 2 cats and another 
2, how many would you have?” 
Johnny: “Seven.” 
Teacher: “No, listen carefully... 
If I gave you two cats, and an-
other two cats and another two, 
how many would you have?” 
Johnny: “Seven.” 
Teacher: “Let me put it to you 
differently. If I gave you two 
apples, and another two apples 
and another two, how many 
would you have?” 
Johnny: “Six.” 
Teacher: “Good. Now if I gave 
you two cats, and another two 
cats and another two, how many 
would you have?” 
Johnny: “Seven!” 
Teacher: “Johnny, where in the 
heck do you get seven from?!” 
Johnny: “Because we already 
have a cat!” 

† † † 

This morning on the way to 
work I wasn't really paying at-

tention and I drove into the 
back of a car at some traffic 
lights. 

The driver got out and it turned 
out he was a dwarf. 

He said, "I'm not happy." 

I said, "Well, which one are you 
then?" 

† † † 

A dog walked in to the telegram 
office one day. He took out a 
blank form and wrote on it: 

"Woof. Woof. Woof. Woof. 
Woof. Woof. Woof. Woof. 
Woof." 

Then he handed it to the clerk. 
The clerk examined the paper 
and said to the dog, "You know 
there are only nine words here? 
You could send another 'Woof' 
for the same price." 

The dog replied, "But that 
would make no sense at all!" 

† † † 

A scientist went to God and 
said triumphantly, "We've 
worked out how to make a man 
without you." 

God laughed and said, "Okay 
then, show me. Go ahead..." 

So the scientist bent down and 
picked up a handful of dirt but 
God stopped him. 

"Oh no you don't. " said God. 
"Get your own dirt." 

† † † 

Paddy hasn't been to church for 
a long while and decides he'd 
better go to confession before 
starting to go again. When he 
enters the confessional box he's 

amazed to find that it's got a bar 
lined with decanters of the fin-
est Irish whiskey and Guinness 
on tap. Behind the bar is a huge 
array of the finest cigars. 

As he's looking at this in won-
der, the priest comes in. 

Paddy says, "Father, forgive 
me, it's a long time since my 
last confession. I must say 
though, that confessional box is 
much better than it used to be. 

The priest says, "Get out, 
Paddy! You're on my side." 

We Get Mail 
Dear Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Thank you very much for your 
generous gift given to our 
Seminary last month. Your gift 
is greatly appreciated. 

† † † 

Dear Members of Trinity Lu-
theran Church, 

On behalf of Concordia Theo-
logical Seminary I thank you 
for your recent donation. Gifts 
such as yours allow us to pro-
vide the finest theological edu-
cation to the future pastors, dea-
conesses, and missionaries who 
will serve The Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod and 
our partner churches world-
wide. I thank God for you and 
ask for your continued support. 
Together we partner in an es-
sential mission of forming ser-
vants in Jesus Christ who teach 
the faithful, reach the lost and 
care for all. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Rast, Jr., 
President, CTSFW 


