
You Shall Not Covet 

The 9th & 10th Commandments 

II Samuel 11:1-4 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 

March 6, 2019 – Ash Wednesday 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. The Old Testa-

ment text from II Samuel read just a few mo-

ments ago – along with the 9th and 10th Com-

mandments – are before you this evening for 

your Lenten learning – both as a warning and 

for your repentance! For as the hymn writer 

reminds us, “The Law of God is Good and 

Wise” and so we should each take heed of it 

and hear it well lest we fall. But there’s a prob-

lem isn’t there? You and I, we are sinners 

through and through – children of Adam and 

Eve! Our sinful flesh hardly ever does what the 

Law requires. So because of our sinful nature, 

when the Commandments thunder: “You shall 

not covet,” it isn’t long before we’re off to the 

races coveting for all we’re worth everything 

that doesn’t belong to us! 

As Holy Scripture teaches, the Command-

ments reveal and point out our sin to us like an 

X-ray or a CAT scan! They show how totally 

ugly, brutal and shocking our sins are! Until the 

Commandments came along, we really didn’t 

think we were all that bad! We could never 

have imagined that this sin sickness runs so 

deep, or that we are corrupt to the core – lost 

and condemned due to our wretched, sinful 

condition! Not only that, but the Command-

ments hold us accountable before God and si-

lence all our flimsy fig leaf excuses of self-

justification. When the 9th and 10th Command-

ments say: “You shall not covet,” they expose 

us for who we really are, and this Word of God 

kills us utterly! But that’s good, because the sad 

truth is that you can’t resuscitate, rehabilitate or 

salvage the old Adam! By daily contrition and 

repentance he must be drowned and die with all 

sin and evil desires! 

But tonight’s texts also contain some com-

fort, because there is forgiveness for sinners – 

for every sinner and every sin, no matter how 

heinous. There is free and total pardon for you, 

me, King David, and the entire world through 

Jesus Christ and His Holy Week innocent suf-

fering and Good Friday dying! Consequently, 

we have been given a promise from Jesus Him-

self – namely, that He has forgiven us by grace 

through faith. And really, that’s all we have or 

need – faith alone in Jesus and His absolution – 

faith that we are now a new creation – new 

creatures who live before our God only by faith 

in Jesus! 

But let’s look at our text for a moment – es-

pecially at King David who chose not to carry 

out his kingly vocation. “In the spring when 

kings go off to war” David farmed everything 

out to his General, Joab. It was up to Joab to 

fight Israel’s enemies and defend her borders 

while King David loafed and took it easy. 

While Joab ravaged, besieged and fought, Da-

vid dawdled and lounged around home. And 

then came that night when David couldn’t sleep 

and his eyes fell on her. He couldn’t believe his 

eyes! There she was taking a bath right out in 

the open! To David it must have seemed as if 

she wanted to be seen. Perhaps she had some-

thing on her mind. She was so stunning David 

was mesmerized and wasn’t able to take his 

eyes off of her. 

Her name was Bathsheba, the daughter of 

Eliam, one of David’s bodyguards, the wife of 

one of his soldiers, Uriah the Hittite. King Da-

vid coveted Bathsheba. He didn’t care that she 

was married. He wanted her, and he wanted her 

now! And when the king wants something, 

well, the king is going to get it no matter whose 


