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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. In the Epistle to the Hebrews, God has 

given us an amazing revelation in these words: “Therefore 

we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which 

so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the 

race set before us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Fin-

isher of our faith.” Here the inspired writer of this letter 

holds the saints up before us as a living demonstration of 

the strengthening power of Christ as we run the race unto 

eternal life. Celebrating All Saints’ Day, then, is not only 

appropriate, but also in keeping with God’s Word. As 

those who belong to the One, Holy, Christian, Apostolic 

Church, we dare never forget our fellow Christians – 

whether living or dead. 

Sadly, however, we must confess that the Saints of 

God have not always been honored the way Holy Scrip-

ture honors them. All Saints Day is not a day on which we 

pray to the faithful departed for help and aid, and neither 

should we pray for them, since our Lord and Savior has 

already granted them eternal life, salvation and every spir-

itual blessing. And finally we must not place our trust in 

the Saints, but only in Christ as Savior. So, how should 

we commemorate the faithful departed? If it weren’t for 

all the abuses of this practice over the years, that question 

could be answered quite simply. For although Scripture 

teaches that we ought not pray to the Saints, we should 

look to their faithful example and witness for encourage-

ment. All Saints Day, then, is a time when we should 

rightly rejoice in the fellowship God has given us, with 

them, in Christ. 

Our Lutheran Confessions spell out the honor which is 

right and proper to be given to the saints. First they say 

we should give thanks to God for showing us an example 

of His mercy in the lives of the faithful departed – an ex-

ample which reveals His will to save both them and us. 

We are to recognize how God has given them both to be 

our teachers, as well as our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Therefore we first give praise to God for granting such 

gifts to His people, and for enabling them to use these 

gifts faithfully to God’s glory. Next, the Confessions indi-

cate that we ought to honor the Saints because our faith 

has been strengthened by their witness of repentance and 

forgiveness – as in the case of Saint Peter following his 

denial of Christ. Then, lastly, we are to honor the Saints 

by imitating their faith and life. It’s this honor, for exam-

ple, that we gave earlier in the Collect Prayer – that God 

would “grant us so to follow His blessed saints in all vir-

tuous and godly living” as we continue our journey to-

ward the heavenly rest which they already enjoy. 

In all this it should go without saying that our focus is 

to be only upon Christ. For the saints are rightly honored 

only when we look upon them as living windows through 

whom the Light of Christ shines. As we honor them, 

therefore, we remember that their steadfast faith and good 

works are no product of their own, but clear evidence of 

the presence of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit in 

their lives. Hence, this morning’s  Gospel lesson, which is 

most often referred to as “The Beatitudes,” isn’t, as a 

good many seem to think, a “check list” regarding how 

one might earn the blessings of God. And neither is it an 

instruction manual on how to live the Christian life – as 

though the Kingdom of Heaven could be purchased – or 

as if you could actually “keep” the Beatitudes as a subset 

of the Ten Commandments. 

The Beatitudes are simply and plainly a description 

and picture of Christ. Is He not the One who, though infi-

nitely rich, for our sakes became poor to obtain for us the 

Kingdom? Is He not the only One who is truly gentle, 

meek, and mild – who, by His death and resurrection, re-

deemed the whole world? Is He not the One who alone is 

merciful – and is, in fact, Mercy itself? Is He not the 

Peacemaker who brought true, lasting peace between God 

and man – the only-begotten Son of God, reviled and per-

secuted for the sake of righteousness so that He might 

earn for – and then bestow upon us – all the blessings of 

Heaven? 

Yet the Beatitudes – though certainly an apt and accu-

rate picture of Christ – also describe those whose life and 

hope is in Him. Throughout these Beatitudes our Lord 

Christ speaks in the plural – thereby revealing that these 

blessings not only come from Him, but at the same time 

are given to His people. And perhaps the most wondrous 

realization of all is that these blessed words describe the 

life Christ lives in and through us. For we, too – like the 

saints before us – through the power of the Holy Spirit 

given in Baptism – are likewise a living reflection of 

Christ so that others might also be blessed by our words 

and life. 

For the time being, however, we know that the joyous 

life we have in Christ Jesus must also include His Cross 

and Suffering – even as it did for those who have gone 

before us. But even in this we greatly rejoice – precisely 
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because it’s a portion of what Christ deigns to give us. As 

we struggle though this life under the Cross on our pil-

grimage to heaven, God wants us to draw comfort and 

strength from the witness and example of the faithful de-

parted – those saints of old, as well as those who may 

have been near and dear to us here on earth – for not only 

are their lives a reflection of the Christian faith, but even 

more importantly, their victory in Christ over death and 

the grave is a powerful witness to us as we struggle feebly 

on. 

We find a Biblical example of this very thing in those 

chapters of Hebrews with which I began this sermon. 

There the writer of this letter urges you and me to find in 

this great cloud of witnesses the courage to fix our eyes 

on Christ alone, whatever might come against us here in 

this world. Some of these saints were mocked and 

scourged, yes, and some even had chains and imprison-

ment. Some were stoned, sawn in two, tempted, or slain 

with the sword. Some wandered about in sheepskins, were 

destitute, afflicted, and tormented. And the world, as we 

well know, was hardly worthy of people such as these. 

Yet, in spite of their many trials and hardships, they 

still managed to persevere in the promise of Christ – by 

whom, and through whom, both they and we are made 

perfect. Like the Letter to the Hebrews encourages us to 

do, we are now to recognize by faith the great cloud of 

witnesses surrounding us. We are to see in them clear and 

unmistakable evidence of our Lord’s faithfulness toward 

all mankind in Christ. That’s what the Greek word for 

“witness” means. It’s a legal term which speaks not so 

much of the person who stands up to give testimony be-

fore a court, but of the evidence they bring forward to 

back up the claims of one side or the other. And that’s 

precisely what the saints who have gone before us pro-

vide. They are, in a manner of speaking, living “exhibits” 

of our Lord’s gracious salvation – trustworthy evidence in 

the case for “the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting.” 

But the really wonderful thing about all this is found in 

the understanding that we not only have their memory to 

serve as an example to us – but also, as members of 

Christ’s Body, we have “communion” with them as well – 

that is, a common unity with them in Christ – especially 

when we gather around the Altar of the Lord to participate 

in the great mystery of Christ’s body and blood together 

with all who have entered into heaven before us. As such, 

then, the “communion of saints” – which is given a great 

deal of lip service in our day – isn’t just so much “pie in 

the sky,” but is, rather, a banquet set before us in the here 

and now! 

In Saint John’s Revelation he provides a beautiful de-

scription of heaven – and in his inspired words, God ena-

bles us to see the never-ending Liturgy of angels, archan-

gels and all the company of heaven as they partake of the 

Wedding Banquet of the Lamb and His glorious Bride, the 

Church. Certainly it’s no coincidence that each week we 

sing of this heavenly reality in our Communion Liturgy. 

It’s no mere theological poetry we engage in when we 

join with all the saints and angels in singing the “Holy, 

Holy, Holy.” For here, in this place, the Lord of heaven 

and earth Himself – the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world – is truly present in the utter reality of His 

human flesh and blood. He is here to feed us and join us 

to Himself – not only in some sort of abstract “spiritual” 

sense, but in the reality of His sacrificial body and blood 

received into our mouths through bread and wine. Nothing 

else would be enough, since we too are flesh and blood – 

and His salvation is for us in both soul and body. 

So Christ is present here with us and for us. And wher-

ever Christ is, there also is the greatest glory and blessing 

of heaven itself. Indeed, we know that heaven would be 

void and bare if it were not for the presence of Christ. 

What joy it is to know, then, that Christ is here now in our 

midst – here already with us in His Word, in Confession 

and Absolution, in the Liturgy, the hymns, the prayers, the 

sermon, and most especially in the blessed Mystery of the 

Lord’s Supper. He is here now bestowing on us that thing 

we need the most – the forgiveness of sins and life eter-

nal. And because we know that those who have already 

departed in Christ are now with Him forever, we can 

likewise rejoice in their presence among us, as well. 

Thus, it truly is good, right and salutary, that our Lit-

urgy here on earth should blend with theirs in heaven – as 

together we assemble around the Lamb upon His Throne 

who feeds us with a gracious foretaste of that very same 

Feast which the saints now and will forever enjoy 

throughout eternity in His Kingdom. And in our grateful 

response, we sing with all the saints that majestic hymn 

chanted forever in heaven: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 

Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come. Blessed forev-

er is the Lamb of God. Blessed is He who comes in the 

name of the Lord.” To Him alone be all glory, honor and 

praise – both now and forevermore. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 

faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


