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In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. You and I are well 
aware of the words of the very familiar Christmas 
hymn, “Away in a Manger.” The words I’m 
thinking of specifically are these: “Be near me, 
Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay.” These words re-
mind us how every true Christian’s heart burns 
with a desire for our Lord Jesus to be close by! 
And God has graciously heard our plea. Our 
Lord Jesus became incarnate and lived among us, 
and “We have seen His glory, the glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” And we know from what Isaiah wrote by 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit that His coming 
was for the purpose of saving us from our sin. 
Hence Christ came once, born of Mary, and He 
has promised also that one day He will come 
again to judge both the living and the dead. But 
how does He respond to our cry now, caught as 
we are between these two “comings?” Must we 
manage without His nearness until that Day? Has 
Jesus left His Church without its Head? Of 
course not! Our Lord Christ continues to come 
among us in His Word and in His Sacraments. 
And unlike the food in our refrigerator, there is 
no “best before” date on His promise to be with 
us always. His manger is never empty. 

Even as Christ first came among us as an ap-
parently ordinary Child laid by His mother in a 
common, wooden manger, so also today our Lord 
still uses the familiar and seemingly ordinary, as 
He comes among us by means of the simple, un-
sophisticated vehicle of words, water, bread and 
wine. These have no outward beauty that should 
draw us to them, for they, too, also share the ap-
parent weakness of the little Lord Jesus lying 
“asleep on the hay.” They, too, hide this holy 
Child, as once did the swaddling clothes in which 
Mary, His mother, wrapped Him on the night He 

was born – that night upon which the angels of 
heaven sang of His birth. 

As amazing as it might seem, it’s this Word of 
God which first bears and brings God to us. Eve-
ry time the manger of God’s Word is opened up, 
it’s like a little Christmas in which God’s gift 
comes to us anew. As we read, pray and hear the 
Scriptures, God comes to us through that Word. 
Martin Luther wrote of this coming and said: “It 
is in Scriptures that God permits Himself to be 
found. He who despises Scripture and sets it 
aside, will never find Him.” In the Christmas sto-
ry we’re told how an angel gave a sign to the 
shepherds, but we also know that to everyone 
else He gave no sign other than the swaddling 
clothes in which the little Lord Jesus was 
wrapped, the cradle into which He was laid, and 
the Scriptures – that is, the Law and the Prophets. 
In these Words He is enclosed, they possess Him, 
speak of and bear witness about Him, and are to 
be for us a sure sign of God’s good favor. 

Yet the truth is that such a sense of weakness 
appears to surround the Word of God that some 
have been so bold as to ignore, blaspheme, disre-
gard, and ridicule it. Yet miraculously, Christ 
still deigns to place this Word in our hands, into 
our ears, on our tables, and on our nightstands. 
But as St. Paul reminds us, it’s most powerful 
when it’s placed into our mouths and into our 
hearts. If we have the inScripturated Word – that 
is, the Divine Logos swaddled in the pages of 
Holy Scripture – then we also have the Incarnate 
Word. 

Young children are often frustrated by the lim-
its of their abilities. For example, they might be 
able to stand up, but can’t reach the refrigerator 
handle, or don’t have strength enough to pull it 
open. We parents understand that frustration, be-
cause there are many things we’d like to have 
within our reach but never attain. Our heavenly 



 
 

Father understands our spiritual needs far better 
than we, His children. Through the Sacraments, 
God comes to us, brings us His Christ, gives us 
salvation and the heavenly food we need to sus-
tain us. He puts His Gift of life into the bowl of 
the font and on the Altar of our Church, so that 
we might be able to reach them. We don’t have 
to fly up to the divine pantry of heaven to receive 
these things, for God freely opens His larder and 
pours out the abundance of His gifts to us right 
here. 

Whenever we cry out: “Be near me, Lord Je-
sus,” He responds: “Here I am in the Sacra-
ments.” And so, water combined with the power-
ful Word of God is applied to us through the ap-
parently childish means of the washing of Bap-
tism so that we might be cleansed and have our 
sins washed away. Wine and bread combined 
with the powerful Word of God are placed into 
our mouths and on our tongues so that we might 
have the forgiveness of sins. This precious gift of 
Christ’s very body and blood is cradled in our 
hands and placed into our mouths so that Christ 
Himself may now reside within us. And until He 
comes again on the Last Day to rescue us from 
this present evil age, He need come no closer 
than that. 

Sinners, you see, constantly need to hear this 
Word of God which bestows His forgiveness up-
on us. We need to hear these words often and 
personally, because in our weakness we doubt 
that God could truly be gracious to the likes of 

us. Our pastors use their otherwise sinful mouths 
which have been cleansed from the Altar so that 
they might speak to us for God and say: “I for-
give you.” So when we cry for the Lord Jesus to 
stay, He sends ministers from whom “we receive 
absolution, that is, forgiveness, as from God 
Himself!” When the Messiah comes, “the eyes of 
the blind {will} be opened and the ears of the 
deaf unstopped. Then will the lame will leap like 
a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.” Such 
things are signs of the new age yet to come, 
which God speaks into being. And at the coming 
of this new age, what was once an unfruitful land 
consumed by sin and its rage, will become fruit-
ful in the hands of Christ. 

At His first coming, Jesus paid the ransom to 
make us His people. Now we are blessed beyond 
measure to receive the fruits of that ransom 
through the means of grace – God’s Word and 
His Holy Sacraments. You see, dear friends, long 
before we ever asked, our Lord Jesus had already 
determined to stay close by us forever – using the 
mundane means of Word and Sacrament – so that 
between His first coming as the Babe of Bethle-
hem, and His second coming on the Last Day as 
Judge, there might still be a way for His grace to 
be extended to us sinners – so that His manger 
would never be found empty. Amen. 

And now that peace of God which passes all 
understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 
in that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life ev-
erlasting. Amen. 

 


