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In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. In AD 43 the 
newly crowned Emperor Claudius waged war 
against  the Celtic tribes of Britain in order to 
prove his determination and grit to an increas-
ingly skeptical Roman people. In an attempt 
to bring about victory, Roman envoys were 
sent in advance to develop friendly alliances 
with some of the Brits so that the Roman le-
gions might later be able to enter the country 
unopposed. Yet, in spite of all these valiant 
efforts, it seems diplomacy was unable to 
stem the tide to their favor – the bottom line 
being that the Roman legions ended up 
spending nearly three turbulent centuries in 
this effort to subdue the island – but they nev-
er were able to succeed! 

The history of our world, sadly, is literally 
riddled with many such futile attempts to 
wage war against and conquer other lands and 
people. It makes one wonder if there will ever 
be an end to all this warring madness. Like 
alcoholics, it seems we humans are constantly 
at work drinking ourselves into a stupor with 
power as we engage in the pursuit of conquest 
and domination over others. What this world 
and each of us individually need is an inter-
vention – and yet the truth is that only 
Christ’s coming on the Last Day will be able 
to accomplish that. Hence, as we gaze once 
again into the manger what we find there is 
He who once entered into the bloodied mess 
of our humanity to bring harmony to our 
world. Christ came, you see, to accomplish 
what no human emperor, king, president or 
despot ever could – the bringing of true 
peace! 

But how does He accomplish this? He does 
it through His speaking – His speaking of 
God’s Holy Word which brings judgment up-
on this fallen world and people. God’s Word 
proclaimed with all its force crushes every 
human claim to righteousness, for there is no 
greater burden that could be placed on the 
human heart than when it has to stand face to 
face against the powerful, judging Word of 
God’s Law. When this Law comes against us 
in all its fury, we find ourselves cast into a 
pitched battle where God is our adversary ra-
ther than our friend or buddy. God challenges 
all our so-called good works and status by 
slaying us with the breath of His mouth. Like 
the occasion where Isaiah saw God in the 
Temple in all His glory and holiness, when 
we are confronted with the almighty Word of 
God we also find ourselves undone, because 
we know that the One who speaks is the Lord 
of Hosts Himself before whom us fallen sin-
ners must prostrate ourselves upon the ground 
in terror. 

For many people today, however, Advent is 
probably nothing more than just the season 
preceding Christmas – a time to prepare our-
selves to meet this Baby who lies in the man-
ger. But that way of thinking is really quite 
foolish, for how can – or why should you – 
prepare for an event which has already taken 
place? Indeed, it was the first coming of the 
Messiah at His incarnation and birth which 
enables us to look forward with joy to His 
Second Coming in judgment. Because of Je-
sus’ journey – His journey from the manger to 
the cross to the grave, and finally, to His res-
urrection – we can now lift up our heads to 
see the kingdom of Christ coming to its ful-



fillment among us, even as the Scriptures eve-
rywhere attest. 

But how will this Word come to us? It will 
come to us as our Lord uses His shepherds, 
His pastors, to instruct us fallen sinners in the 
Word of God. From Zion God will send out 
His emissaries to proclaim that our warfare 
has ended, that our iniquity has been par-
doned, and that on the tree of the cross our 
Lord Christ once suffered and gave His all for 
our sins so that we might receive God’s boun-
teous forgiveness. That’s why, dear Christian, 
Christ’s Second Coming on the Last Day 
ought to hold no terror for those of us who 
trust in Christ. His first coming in the womb 
of the Virgin has informed us of the signifi-
cance of His ultimate return on the Last Day 
when He will bring an end to all things. On 
that Day, again, through His speaking, we 
will be vindicated, so that there will no longer 
be any warfare or enmity between God and 
us. Because on Calvary’s cross Christ once 
and for all paid the ultimate price with His 
own lifeblood, you and I are now able to have 
peace – true peace – both now and forever-
more. 

Now we know that Christ has defeated all 
our enemies – that is, sin, death, and the dev-
il. Through the new testament of His body 
and blood, Christ has here declared that all 
the hostility that once stood between Him and 
Adam’s children is over and done with. On 
that day, when all is said and done, every in-
strument of war will become a sign of peace. 
The tree in Eden’s Garden which  once 
brought death to Adam, Eve, and to all their 
descendants – that tree and its forbidden fruit 
which plunged us into warring madness – has 
now become the tree of life. Eden’s once de-
nuded tree has for us been plunged into the 
ground and watered by the blood of the only 
true Soldier of the cross, our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who said: “Unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 

After World War II, ton upon ton of naval 
scrap iron was converted into raw materials 
which were used in the building of cruise 
ships, skyscrapers, and automobiles. The eco-
nomic engine of the United States melted 
down many of our weapons of war so that we 
might use the scrap from those weapons to 
promote peace and prosperity in our land. 
Likewise, the ultimate sign of warfare with 
God is the cross. God converted and trans-
formed that horrible weapon of torture once 
used against His Son into the sign of our new 
life in Christ, who died in the fight to save us 
through the forgiveness of our sins.  

Dear Christian, in the end – as Scripture 
clearly teaches – it will be necessary for you 
to unlearn war, which will be an extremely 
difficult task, since all of us know it far too 
well already. When Christ comes one last 
time at the end of all things, He will then har-
vest the fruit of His death, and war will no 
longer be necessary. At the return of Christ, 
there will no longer be any need for us to 
fight off the attacks of the evil one and our 
own sinful flesh. On that glorious day the vic-
tory which has already been won will be fully 
visible for all to see. No longer will we who 
believe have to live in darkness under the in-
fluence of the devil and his evil host, for we 
will live in the light of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and die no more. We will live and proclaim 
the mighty deeds of Him who once came in a 
manger, died on a cross of wood, and rose 
from the dead to procure our salvation and 
bring us peace. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 
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to accomplish that. Hence, as we gaze once 
again into the manger what we find there is 
He who once entered into the bloodied mess 
of our humanity to bring harmony to our 
world. Christ came, you see, to accomplish 
what no human emperor, king, president or 
despot ever could – the bringing of true 
peace! 

But how does He accomplish this? He does 
it through His speaking – His speaking of 
God’s Holy Word which brings judgment up-
on this fallen world and people. God’s Word 
proclaimed with all its force crushes every 
human claim to righteousness, for there is no 
greater burden that could be placed on the 
human heart than when it has to stand face to 
face against the powerful, judging Word of 
God’s Law. When this Law comes against us 
in all its fury, we find ourselves cast into a 
pitched battle where God is our adversary ra-
ther than our friend or buddy. God challenges 
all our so-called good works and status by 
slaying us with the breath of His mouth. Like 
the occasion where Isaiah saw God in the 
Temple in all His glory and holiness, when 
we are confronted with the almighty Word of 
God we also find ourselves undone, because 
we know that the One who speaks is the Lord 
of Hosts Himself before whom us fallen sin-
ners must prostrate ourselves upon the ground 
in terror. 

For many people today, however, Advent is 
probably nothing more than just the season 
preceding Christmas – a time to prepare our-
selves to meet this Baby who lies in the man-
ger. But that way of thinking is really quite 
foolish, for how can – or why should you – 
prepare for an event which has already taken 
place? Indeed, it was the first coming of the 
Messiah at His incarnation and birth which 
enables us to look forward with joy to His 
Second Coming in judgment. Because of Je-
sus’ journey – His journey from the manger to 
the cross to the grave, and finally, to His res-
urrection – we can now lift up our heads to 
see the kingdom of Christ coming to its ful-



fillment among us, even as the Scriptures eve-
rywhere attest. 

But how will this Word come to us? It will 
come to us as our Lord uses His shepherds, 
His pastors, to instruct us fallen sinners in the 
Word of God. From Zion God will send out 
His emissaries to proclaim that our warfare 
has ended, that our iniquity has been par-
doned, and that on the tree of the cross our 
Lord Christ once suffered and gave His all for 
our sins so that we might receive God’s boun-
teous forgiveness. That’s why, dear Christian, 
Christ’s Second Coming on the Last Day 
ought to hold no terror for those of us who 
trust in Christ. His first coming in the womb 
of the Virgin has informed us of the signifi-
cance of His ultimate return on the Last Day 
when He will bring an end to all things. On 
that Day, again, through His speaking, we 
will be vindicated, so that there will no longer 
be any warfare or enmity between God and 
us. Because on Calvary’s cross Christ once 
and for all paid the ultimate price with His 
own lifeblood, you and I are now able to have 
peace – true peace – both now and forever-
more. 

Now we know that Christ has defeated all 
our enemies – that is, sin, death, and the dev-
il. Through the new testament of His body 
and blood, Christ has here declared that all 
the hostility that once stood between Him and 
Adam’s children is over and done with. On 
that day, when all is said and done, every in-
strument of war will become a sign of peace. 
The tree in Eden’s Garden which  once 
brought death to Adam, Eve, and to all their 
descendants – that tree and its forbidden fruit 
which plunged us into warring madness – has 
now become the tree of life. Eden’s once de-
nuded tree has for us been plunged into the 
ground and watered by the blood of the only 
true Soldier of the cross, our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who said: “Unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 

After World War II, ton upon ton of naval 
scrap iron was converted into raw materials 
which were used in the building of cruise 
ships, skyscrapers, and automobiles. The eco-
nomic engine of the United States melted 
down many of our weapons of war so that we 
might use the scrap from those weapons to 
promote peace and prosperity in our land. 
Likewise, the ultimate sign of warfare with 
God is the cross. God converted and trans-
formed that horrible weapon of torture once 
used against His Son into the sign of our new 
life in Christ, who died in the fight to save us 
through the forgiveness of our sins.  

Dear Christian, in the end – as Scripture 
clearly teaches – it will be necessary for you 
to unlearn war, which will be an extremely 
difficult task, since all of us know it far too 
well already. When Christ comes one last 
time at the end of all things, He will then har-
vest the fruit of His death, and war will no 
longer be necessary. At the return of Christ, 
there will no longer be any need for us to 
fight off the attacks of the evil one and our 
own sinful flesh. On that glorious day the vic-
tory which has already been won will be fully 
visible for all to see. No longer will we who 
believe have to live in darkness under the in-
fluence of the devil and his evil host, for we 
will live in the light of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and die no more. We will live and proclaim 
the mighty deeds of Him who once came in a 
manger, died on a cross of wood, and rose 
from the dead to procure our salvation and 
bring us peace. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 
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er were able to succeed! 

The history of our world, sadly, is literally 
riddled with many such futile attempts to 
wage war against and conquer other lands and 
people. It makes one wonder if there will ever 
be an end to all this warring madness. Like 
alcoholics, it seems we humans are constantly 
at work drinking ourselves into a stupor with 
power as we engage in the pursuit of conquest 
and domination over others. What this world 
and each of us individually need is an inter-
vention – and yet the truth is that only 
Christ’s coming on the Last Day will be able 
to accomplish that. Hence, as we gaze once 
again into the manger what we find there is 
He who once entered into the bloodied mess 
of our humanity to bring harmony to our 
world. Christ came, you see, to accomplish 
what no human emperor, king, president or 
despot ever could – the bringing of true 
peace! 

But how does He accomplish this? He does 
it through His speaking – His speaking of 
God’s Holy Word which brings judgment up-
on this fallen world and people. God’s Word 
proclaimed with all its force crushes every 
human claim to righteousness, for there is no 
greater burden that could be placed on the 
human heart than when it has to stand face to 
face against the powerful, judging Word of 
God’s Law. When this Law comes against us 
in all its fury, we find ourselves cast into a 
pitched battle where God is our adversary ra-
ther than our friend or buddy. God challenges 
all our so-called good works and status by 
slaying us with the breath of His mouth. Like 
the occasion where Isaiah saw God in the 
Temple in all His glory and holiness, when 
we are confronted with the almighty Word of 
God we also find ourselves undone, because 
we know that the One who speaks is the Lord 
of Hosts Himself before whom us fallen sin-
ners must prostrate ourselves upon the ground 
in terror. 

For many people today, however, Advent is 
probably nothing more than just the season 
preceding Christmas – a time to prepare our-
selves to meet this Baby who lies in the man-
ger. But that way of thinking is really quite 
foolish, for how can – or why should you – 
prepare for an event which has already taken 
place? Indeed, it was the first coming of the 
Messiah at His incarnation and birth which 
enables us to look forward with joy to His 
Second Coming in judgment. Because of Je-
sus’ journey – His journey from the manger to 
the cross to the grave, and finally, to His res-
urrection – we can now lift up our heads to 
see the kingdom of Christ coming to its ful-



fillment among us, even as the Scriptures eve-
rywhere attest. 

But how will this Word come to us? It will 
come to us as our Lord uses His shepherds, 
His pastors, to instruct us fallen sinners in the 
Word of God. From Zion God will send out 
His emissaries to proclaim that our warfare 
has ended, that our iniquity has been par-
doned, and that on the tree of the cross our 
Lord Christ once suffered and gave His all for 
our sins so that we might receive God’s boun-
teous forgiveness. That’s why, dear Christian, 
Christ’s Second Coming on the Last Day 
ought to hold no terror for those of us who 
trust in Christ. His first coming in the womb 
of the Virgin has informed us of the signifi-
cance of His ultimate return on the Last Day 
when He will bring an end to all things. On 
that Day, again, through His speaking, we 
will be vindicated, so that there will no longer 
be any warfare or enmity between God and 
us. Because on Calvary’s cross Christ once 
and for all paid the ultimate price with His 
own lifeblood, you and I are now able to have 
peace – true peace – both now and forever-
more. 

Now we know that Christ has defeated all 
our enemies – that is, sin, death, and the dev-
il. Through the new testament of His body 
and blood, Christ has here declared that all 
the hostility that once stood between Him and 
Adam’s children is over and done with. On 
that day, when all is said and done, every in-
strument of war will become a sign of peace. 
The tree in Eden’s Garden which  once 
brought death to Adam, Eve, and to all their 
descendants – that tree and its forbidden fruit 
which plunged us into warring madness – has 
now become the tree of life. Eden’s once de-
nuded tree has for us been plunged into the 
ground and watered by the blood of the only 
true Soldier of the cross, our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who said: “Unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 

After World War II, ton upon ton of naval 
scrap iron was converted into raw materials 
which were used in the building of cruise 
ships, skyscrapers, and automobiles. The eco-
nomic engine of the United States melted 
down many of our weapons of war so that we 
might use the scrap from those weapons to 
promote peace and prosperity in our land. 
Likewise, the ultimate sign of warfare with 
God is the cross. God converted and trans-
formed that horrible weapon of torture once 
used against His Son into the sign of our new 
life in Christ, who died in the fight to save us 
through the forgiveness of our sins.  

Dear Christian, in the end – as Scripture 
clearly teaches – it will be necessary for you 
to unlearn war, which will be an extremely 
difficult task, since all of us know it far too 
well already. When Christ comes one last 
time at the end of all things, He will then har-
vest the fruit of His death, and war will no 
longer be necessary. At the return of Christ, 
there will no longer be any need for us to 
fight off the attacks of the evil one and our 
own sinful flesh. On that glorious day the vic-
tory which has already been won will be fully 
visible for all to see. No longer will we who 
believe have to live in darkness under the in-
fluence of the devil and his evil host, for we 
will live in the light of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and die no more. We will live and proclaim 
the mighty deeds of Him who once came in a 
manger, died on a cross of wood, and rose 
from the dead to procure our salvation and 
bring us peace. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 



For What Has He Come? 
Isaiah 2:1–5 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 
December 14, 2016 – Advent II Midweek 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. In AD 43 the 
newly crowned Emperor Claudius waged war 
against  the Celtic tribes of Britain in order to 
prove his determination and grit to an increas-
ingly skeptical Roman people. In an attempt 
to bring about victory, Roman envoys were 
sent in advance to develop friendly alliances 
with some of the Brits so that the Roman le-
gions might later be able to enter the country 
unopposed. Yet, in spite of all these valiant 
efforts, it seems diplomacy was unable to 
stem the tide to their favor – the bottom line 
being that the Roman legions ended up 
spending nearly three turbulent centuries in 
this effort to subdue the island – but they nev-
er were able to succeed! 

The history of our world, sadly, is literally 
riddled with many such futile attempts to 
wage war against and conquer other lands and 
people. It makes one wonder if there will ever 
be an end to all this warring madness. Like 
alcoholics, it seems we humans are constantly 
at work drinking ourselves into a stupor with 
power as we engage in the pursuit of conquest 
and domination over others. What this world 
and each of us individually need is an inter-
vention – and yet the truth is that only 
Christ’s coming on the Last Day will be able 
to accomplish that. Hence, as we gaze once 
again into the manger what we find there is 
He who once entered into the bloodied mess 
of our humanity to bring harmony to our 
world. Christ came, you see, to accomplish 
what no human emperor, king, president or 
despot ever could – the bringing of true 
peace! 

But how does He accomplish this? He does 
it through His speaking – His speaking of 
God’s Holy Word which brings judgment up-
on this fallen world and people. God’s Word 
proclaimed with all its force crushes every 
human claim to righteousness, for there is no 
greater burden that could be placed on the 
human heart than when it has to stand face to 
face against the powerful, judging Word of 
God’s Law. When this Law comes against us 
in all its fury, we find ourselves cast into a 
pitched battle where God is our adversary ra-
ther than our friend or buddy. God challenges 
all our so-called good works and status by 
slaying us with the breath of His mouth. Like 
the occasion where Isaiah saw God in the 
Temple in all His glory and holiness, when 
we are confronted with the almighty Word of 
God we also find ourselves undone, because 
we know that the One who speaks is the Lord 
of Hosts Himself before whom us fallen sin-
ners must prostrate ourselves upon the ground 
in terror. 

For many people today, however, Advent is 
probably nothing more than just the season 
preceding Christmas – a time to prepare our-
selves to meet this Baby who lies in the man-
ger. But that way of thinking is really quite 
foolish, for how can – or why should you – 
prepare for an event which has already taken 
place? Indeed, it was the first coming of the 
Messiah at His incarnation and birth which 
enables us to look forward with joy to His 
Second Coming in judgment. Because of Je-
sus’ journey – His journey from the manger to 
the cross to the grave, and finally, to His res-
urrection – we can now lift up our heads to 
see the kingdom of Christ coming to its ful-



fillment among us, even as the Scriptures eve-
rywhere attest. 

But how will this Word come to us? It will 
come to us as our Lord uses His shepherds, 
His pastors, to instruct us fallen sinners in the 
Word of God. From Zion God will send out 
His emissaries to proclaim that our warfare 
has ended, that our iniquity has been par-
doned, and that on the tree of the cross our 
Lord Christ once suffered and gave His all for 
our sins so that we might receive God’s boun-
teous forgiveness. That’s why, dear Christian, 
Christ’s Second Coming on the Last Day 
ought to hold no terror for those of us who 
trust in Christ. His first coming in the womb 
of the Virgin has informed us of the signifi-
cance of His ultimate return on the Last Day 
when He will bring an end to all things. On 
that Day, again, through His speaking, we 
will be vindicated, so that there will no longer 
be any warfare or enmity between God and 
us. Because on Calvary’s cross Christ once 
and for all paid the ultimate price with His 
own lifeblood, you and I are now able to have 
peace – true peace – both now and forever-
more. 

Now we know that Christ has defeated all 
our enemies – that is, sin, death, and the dev-
il. Through the new testament of His body 
and blood, Christ has here declared that all 
the hostility that once stood between Him and 
Adam’s children is over and done with. On 
that day, when all is said and done, every in-
strument of war will become a sign of peace. 
The tree in Eden’s Garden which  once 
brought death to Adam, Eve, and to all their 
descendants – that tree and its forbidden fruit 
which plunged us into warring madness – has 
now become the tree of life. Eden’s once de-
nuded tree has for us been plunged into the 
ground and watered by the blood of the only 
true Soldier of the cross, our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who said: “Unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 

After World War II, ton upon ton of naval 
scrap iron was converted into raw materials 
which were used in the building of cruise 
ships, skyscrapers, and automobiles. The eco-
nomic engine of the United States melted 
down many of our weapons of war so that we 
might use the scrap from those weapons to 
promote peace and prosperity in our land. 
Likewise, the ultimate sign of warfare with 
God is the cross. God converted and trans-
formed that horrible weapon of torture once 
used against His Son into the sign of our new 
life in Christ, who died in the fight to save us 
through the forgiveness of our sins.  

Dear Christian, in the end – as Scripture 
clearly teaches – it will be necessary for you 
to unlearn war, which will be an extremely 
difficult task, since all of us know it far too 
well already. When Christ comes one last 
time at the end of all things, He will then har-
vest the fruit of His death, and war will no 
longer be necessary. At the return of Christ, 
there will no longer be any need for us to 
fight off the attacks of the evil one and our 
own sinful flesh. On that glorious day the vic-
tory which has already been won will be fully 
visible for all to see. No longer will we who 
believe have to live in darkness under the in-
fluence of the devil and his evil host, for we 
will live in the light of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and die no more. We will live and proclaim 
the mighty deeds of Him who once came in a 
manger, died on a cross of wood, and rose 
from the dead to procure our salvation and 
bring us peace. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 



For What Has He Come? 
Isaiah 2:1–5 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 
December 14, 2016 – Advent II Midweek 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. In AD 43 the 
newly crowned Emperor Claudius waged war 
against  the Celtic tribes of Britain in order to 
prove his determination and grit to an increas-
ingly skeptical Roman people. In an attempt 
to bring about victory, Roman envoys were 
sent in advance to develop friendly alliances 
with some of the Brits so that the Roman le-
gions might later be able to enter the country 
unopposed. Yet, in spite of all these valiant 
efforts, it seems diplomacy was unable to 
stem the tide to their favor – the bottom line 
being that the Roman legions ended up 
spending nearly three turbulent centuries in 
this effort to subdue the island – but they nev-
er were able to succeed! 

The history of our world, sadly, is literally 
riddled with many such futile attempts to 
wage war against and conquer other lands and 
people. It makes one wonder if there will ever 
be an end to all this warring madness. Like 
alcoholics, it seems we humans are constantly 
at work drinking ourselves into a stupor with 
power as we engage in the pursuit of conquest 
and domination over others. What this world 
and each of us individually need is an inter-
vention – and yet the truth is that only 
Christ’s coming on the Last Day will be able 
to accomplish that. Hence, as we gaze once 
again into the manger what we find there is 
He who once entered into the bloodied mess 
of our humanity to bring harmony to our 
world. Christ came, you see, to accomplish 
what no human emperor, king, president or 
despot ever could – the bringing of true 
peace! 

But how does He accomplish this? He does 
it through His speaking – His speaking of 
God’s Holy Word which brings judgment up-
on this fallen world and people. God’s Word 
proclaimed with all its force crushes every 
human claim to righteousness, for there is no 
greater burden that could be placed on the 
human heart than when it has to stand face to 
face against the powerful, judging Word of 
God’s Law. When this Law comes against us 
in all its fury, we find ourselves cast into a 
pitched battle where God is our adversary ra-
ther than our friend or buddy. God challenges 
all our so-called good works and status by 
slaying us with the breath of His mouth. Like 
the occasion where Isaiah saw God in the 
Temple in all His glory and holiness, when 
we are confronted with the almighty Word of 
God we also find ourselves undone, because 
we know that the One who speaks is the Lord 
of Hosts Himself before whom us fallen sin-
ners must prostrate ourselves upon the ground 
in terror. 

For many people today, however, Advent is 
probably nothing more than just the season 
preceding Christmas – a time to prepare our-
selves to meet this Baby who lies in the man-
ger. But that way of thinking is really quite 
foolish, for how can – or why should you – 
prepare for an event which has already taken 
place? Indeed, it was the first coming of the 
Messiah at His incarnation and birth which 
enables us to look forward with joy to His 
Second Coming in judgment. Because of Je-
sus’ journey – His journey from the manger to 
the cross to the grave, and finally, to His res-
urrection – we can now lift up our heads to 
see the kingdom of Christ coming to its ful-



fillment among us, even as the Scriptures eve-
rywhere attest. 

But how will this Word come to us? It will 
come to us as our Lord uses His shepherds, 
His pastors, to instruct us fallen sinners in the 
Word of God. From Zion God will send out 
His emissaries to proclaim that our warfare 
has ended, that our iniquity has been par-
doned, and that on the tree of the cross our 
Lord Christ once suffered and gave His all for 
our sins so that we might receive God’s boun-
teous forgiveness. That’s why, dear Christian, 
Christ’s Second Coming on the Last Day 
ought to hold no terror for those of us who 
trust in Christ. His first coming in the womb 
of the Virgin has informed us of the signifi-
cance of His ultimate return on the Last Day 
when He will bring an end to all things. On 
that Day, again, through His speaking, we 
will be vindicated, so that there will no longer 
be any warfare or enmity between God and 
us. Because on Calvary’s cross Christ once 
and for all paid the ultimate price with His 
own lifeblood, you and I are now able to have 
peace – true peace – both now and forever-
more. 

Now we know that Christ has defeated all 
our enemies – that is, sin, death, and the dev-
il. Through the new testament of His body 
and blood, Christ has here declared that all 
the hostility that once stood between Him and 
Adam’s children is over and done with. On 
that day, when all is said and done, every in-
strument of war will become a sign of peace. 
The tree in Eden’s Garden which  once 
brought death to Adam, Eve, and to all their 
descendants – that tree and its forbidden fruit 
which plunged us into warring madness – has 
now become the tree of life. Eden’s once de-
nuded tree has for us been plunged into the 
ground and watered by the blood of the only 
true Soldier of the cross, our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who said: “Unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 

After World War II, ton upon ton of naval 
scrap iron was converted into raw materials 
which were used in the building of cruise 
ships, skyscrapers, and automobiles. The eco-
nomic engine of the United States melted 
down many of our weapons of war so that we 
might use the scrap from those weapons to 
promote peace and prosperity in our land. 
Likewise, the ultimate sign of warfare with 
God is the cross. God converted and trans-
formed that horrible weapon of torture once 
used against His Son into the sign of our new 
life in Christ, who died in the fight to save us 
through the forgiveness of our sins.  

Dear Christian, in the end – as Scripture 
clearly teaches – it will be necessary for you 
to unlearn war, which will be an extremely 
difficult task, since all of us know it far too 
well already. When Christ comes one last 
time at the end of all things, He will then har-
vest the fruit of His death, and war will no 
longer be necessary. At the return of Christ, 
there will no longer be any need for us to 
fight off the attacks of the evil one and our 
own sinful flesh. On that glorious day the vic-
tory which has already been won will be fully 
visible for all to see. No longer will we who 
believe have to live in darkness under the in-
fluence of the devil and his evil host, for we 
will live in the light of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and die no more. We will live and proclaim 
the mighty deeds of Him who once came in a 
manger, died on a cross of wood, and rose 
from the dead to procure our salvation and 
bring us peace. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 



For What Has He Come? 
Isaiah 2:1–5 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 
December 14, 2016 – Advent II Midweek 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. In AD 43 the 
newly crowned Emperor Claudius waged war 
against  the Celtic tribes of Britain in order to 
prove his determination and grit to an increas-
ingly skeptical Roman people. In an attempt 
to bring about victory, Roman envoys were 
sent in advance to develop friendly alliances 
with some of the Brits so that the Roman le-
gions might later be able to enter the country 
unopposed. Yet, in spite of all these valiant 
efforts, it seems diplomacy was unable to 
stem the tide to their favor – the bottom line 
being that the Roman legions ended up 
spending nearly three turbulent centuries in 
this effort to subdue the island – but they nev-
er were able to succeed! 

The history of our world, sadly, is literally 
riddled with many such futile attempts to 
wage war against and conquer other lands and 
people. It makes one wonder if there will ever 
be an end to all this warring madness. Like 
alcoholics, it seems we humans are constantly 
at work drinking ourselves into a stupor with 
power as we engage in the pursuit of conquest 
and domination over others. What this world 
and each of us individually need is an inter-
vention – and yet the truth is that only 
Christ’s coming on the Last Day will be able 
to accomplish that. Hence, as we gaze once 
again into the manger what we find there is 
He who once entered into the bloodied mess 
of our humanity to bring harmony to our 
world. Christ came, you see, to accomplish 
what no human emperor, king, president or 
despot ever could – the bringing of true 
peace! 

But how does He accomplish this? He does 
it through His speaking – His speaking of 
God’s Holy Word which brings judgment up-
on this fallen world and people. God’s Word 
proclaimed with all its force crushes every 
human claim to righteousness, for there is no 
greater burden that could be placed on the 
human heart than when it has to stand face to 
face against the powerful, judging Word of 
God’s Law. When this Law comes against us 
in all its fury, we find ourselves cast into a 
pitched battle where God is our adversary ra-
ther than our friend or buddy. God challenges 
all our so-called good works and status by 
slaying us with the breath of His mouth. Like 
the occasion where Isaiah saw God in the 
Temple in all His glory and holiness, when 
we are confronted with the almighty Word of 
God we also find ourselves undone, because 
we know that the One who speaks is the Lord 
of Hosts Himself before whom us fallen sin-
ners must prostrate ourselves upon the ground 
in terror. 

For many people today, however, Advent is 
probably nothing more than just the season 
preceding Christmas – a time to prepare our-
selves to meet this Baby who lies in the man-
ger. But that way of thinking is really quite 
foolish, for how can – or why should you – 
prepare for an event which has already taken 
place? Indeed, it was the first coming of the 
Messiah at His incarnation and birth which 
enables us to look forward with joy to His 
Second Coming in judgment. Because of Je-
sus’ journey – His journey from the manger to 
the cross to the grave, and finally, to His res-
urrection – we can now lift up our heads to 
see the kingdom of Christ coming to its ful-



fillment among us, even as the Scriptures eve-
rywhere attest. 

But how will this Word come to us? It will 
come to us as our Lord uses His shepherds, 
His pastors, to instruct us fallen sinners in the 
Word of God. From Zion God will send out 
His emissaries to proclaim that our warfare 
has ended, that our iniquity has been par-
doned, and that on the tree of the cross our 
Lord Christ once suffered and gave His all for 
our sins so that we might receive God’s boun-
teous forgiveness. That’s why, dear Christian, 
Christ’s Second Coming on the Last Day 
ought to hold no terror for those of us who 
trust in Christ. His first coming in the womb 
of the Virgin has informed us of the signifi-
cance of His ultimate return on the Last Day 
when He will bring an end to all things. On 
that Day, again, through His speaking, we 
will be vindicated, so that there will no longer 
be any warfare or enmity between God and 
us. Because on Calvary’s cross Christ once 
and for all paid the ultimate price with His 
own lifeblood, you and I are now able to have 
peace – true peace – both now and forever-
more. 

Now we know that Christ has defeated all 
our enemies – that is, sin, death, and the dev-
il. Through the new testament of His body 
and blood, Christ has here declared that all 
the hostility that once stood between Him and 
Adam’s children is over and done with. On 
that day, when all is said and done, every in-
strument of war will become a sign of peace. 
The tree in Eden’s Garden which  once 
brought death to Adam, Eve, and to all their 
descendants – that tree and its forbidden fruit 
which plunged us into warring madness – has 
now become the tree of life. Eden’s once de-
nuded tree has for us been plunged into the 
ground and watered by the blood of the only 
true Soldier of the cross, our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who said: “Unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 

After World War II, ton upon ton of naval 
scrap iron was converted into raw materials 
which were used in the building of cruise 
ships, skyscrapers, and automobiles. The eco-
nomic engine of the United States melted 
down many of our weapons of war so that we 
might use the scrap from those weapons to 
promote peace and prosperity in our land. 
Likewise, the ultimate sign of warfare with 
God is the cross. God converted and trans-
formed that horrible weapon of torture once 
used against His Son into the sign of our new 
life in Christ, who died in the fight to save us 
through the forgiveness of our sins.  

Dear Christian, in the end – as Scripture 
clearly teaches – it will be necessary for you 
to unlearn war, which will be an extremely 
difficult task, since all of us know it far too 
well already. When Christ comes one last 
time at the end of all things, He will then har-
vest the fruit of His death, and war will no 
longer be necessary. At the return of Christ, 
there will no longer be any need for us to 
fight off the attacks of the evil one and our 
own sinful flesh. On that glorious day the vic-
tory which has already been won will be fully 
visible for all to see. No longer will we who 
believe have to live in darkness under the in-
fluence of the devil and his evil host, for we 
will live in the light of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and die no more. We will live and proclaim 
the mighty deeds of Him who once came in a 
manger, died on a cross of wood, and rose 
from the dead to procure our salvation and 
bring us peace. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 



For What Has He Come? 
Isaiah 2:1–5 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 
December 14, 2016 – Advent II Midweek 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. In AD 43 the 
newly crowned Emperor Claudius waged war 
against  the Celtic tribes of Britain in order to 
prove his determination and grit to an increas-
ingly skeptical Roman people. In an attempt 
to bring about victory, Roman envoys were 
sent in advance to develop friendly alliances 
with some of the Brits so that the Roman le-
gions might later be able to enter the country 
unopposed. Yet, in spite of all these valiant 
efforts, it seems diplomacy was unable to 
stem the tide to their favor – the bottom line 
being that the Roman legions ended up 
spending nearly three turbulent centuries in 
this effort to subdue the island – but they nev-
er were able to succeed! 

The history of our world, sadly, is literally 
riddled with many such futile attempts to 
wage war against and conquer other lands and 
people. It makes one wonder if there will ever 
be an end to all this warring madness. Like 
alcoholics, it seems we humans are constantly 
at work drinking ourselves into a stupor with 
power as we engage in the pursuit of conquest 
and domination over others. What this world 
and each of us individually need is an inter-
vention – and yet the truth is that only 
Christ’s coming on the Last Day will be able 
to accomplish that. Hence, as we gaze once 
again into the manger what we find there is 
He who once entered into the bloodied mess 
of our humanity to bring harmony to our 
world. Christ came, you see, to accomplish 
what no human emperor, king, president or 
despot ever could – the bringing of true 
peace! 

But how does He accomplish this? He does 
it through His speaking – His speaking of 
God’s Holy Word which brings judgment up-
on this fallen world and people. God’s Word 
proclaimed with all its force crushes every 
human claim to righteousness, for there is no 
greater burden that could be placed on the 
human heart than when it has to stand face to 
face against the powerful, judging Word of 
God’s Law. When this Law comes against us 
in all its fury, we find ourselves cast into a 
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slaying us with the breath of His mouth. Like 
the occasion where Isaiah saw God in the 
Temple in all His glory and holiness, when 
we are confronted with the almighty Word of 
God we also find ourselves undone, because 
we know that the One who speaks is the Lord 
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place? Indeed, it was the first coming of the 
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rywhere attest. 

But how will this Word come to us? It will 
come to us as our Lord uses His shepherds, 
His pastors, to instruct us fallen sinners in the 
Word of God. From Zion God will send out 
His emissaries to proclaim that our warfare 
has ended, that our iniquity has been par-
doned, and that on the tree of the cross our 
Lord Christ once suffered and gave His all for 
our sins so that we might receive God’s boun-
teous forgiveness. That’s why, dear Christian, 
Christ’s Second Coming on the Last Day 
ought to hold no terror for those of us who 
trust in Christ. His first coming in the womb 
of the Virgin has informed us of the signifi-
cance of His ultimate return on the Last Day 
when He will bring an end to all things. On 
that Day, again, through His speaking, we 
will be vindicated, so that there will no longer 
be any warfare or enmity between God and 
us. Because on Calvary’s cross Christ once 
and for all paid the ultimate price with His 
own lifeblood, you and I are now able to have 
peace – true peace – both now and forever-
more. 

Now we know that Christ has defeated all 
our enemies – that is, sin, death, and the dev-
il. Through the new testament of His body 
and blood, Christ has here declared that all 
the hostility that once stood between Him and 
Adam’s children is over and done with. On 
that day, when all is said and done, every in-
strument of war will become a sign of peace. 
The tree in Eden’s Garden which  once 
brought death to Adam, Eve, and to all their 
descendants – that tree and its forbidden fruit 
which plunged us into warring madness – has 
now become the tree of life. Eden’s once de-
nuded tree has for us been plunged into the 
ground and watered by the blood of the only 
true Soldier of the cross, our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who said: “Unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” 

After World War II, ton upon ton of naval 
scrap iron was converted into raw materials 
which were used in the building of cruise 
ships, skyscrapers, and automobiles. The eco-
nomic engine of the United States melted 
down many of our weapons of war so that we 
might use the scrap from those weapons to 
promote peace and prosperity in our land. 
Likewise, the ultimate sign of warfare with 
God is the cross. God converted and trans-
formed that horrible weapon of torture once 
used against His Son into the sign of our new 
life in Christ, who died in the fight to save us 
through the forgiveness of our sins.  

Dear Christian, in the end – as Scripture 
clearly teaches – it will be necessary for you 
to unlearn war, which will be an extremely 
difficult task, since all of us know it far too 
well already. When Christ comes one last 
time at the end of all things, He will then har-
vest the fruit of His death, and war will no 
longer be necessary. At the return of Christ, 
there will no longer be any need for us to 
fight off the attacks of the evil one and our 
own sinful flesh. On that glorious day the vic-
tory which has already been won will be fully 
visible for all to see. No longer will we who 
believe have to live in darkness under the in-
fluence of the devil and his evil host, for we 
will live in the light of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and die no more. We will live and proclaim 
the mighty deeds of Him who once came in a 
manger, died on a cross of wood, and rose 
from the dead to procure our salvation and 
bring us peace. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. In AD 43 the 
newly crowned Emperor Claudius waged war 
against  the Celtic tribes of Britain in order to 
prove his determination and grit to an increas-
ingly skeptical Roman people. In an attempt 
to bring about victory, Roman envoys were 
sent in advance to develop friendly alliances 
with some of the Brits so that the Roman le-
gions might later be able to enter the country 
unopposed. Yet, in spite of all these valiant 
efforts, it seems diplomacy was unable to 
stem the tide to their favor – the bottom line 
being that the Roman legions ended up 
spending nearly three turbulent centuries in 
this effort to subdue the island – but they nev-
er were able to succeed! 

The history of our world, sadly, is literally 
riddled with many such futile attempts to 
wage war against and conquer other lands and 
people. It makes one wonder if there will ever 
be an end to all this warring madness. Like 
alcoholics, it seems we humans are constantly 
at work drinking ourselves into a stupor with 
power as we engage in the pursuit of conquest 
and domination over others. What this world 
and each of us individually need is an inter-
vention – and yet the truth is that only 
Christ’s coming on the Last Day will be able 
to accomplish that. Hence, as we gaze once 
again into the manger what we find there is 
He who once entered into the bloodied mess 
of our humanity to bring harmony to our 
world. Christ came, you see, to accomplish 
what no human emperor, king, president or 
despot ever could – the bringing of true 
peace! 

But how does He accomplish this? He does 
it through His speaking – His speaking of 
God’s Holy Word which brings judgment up-
on this fallen world and people. God’s Word 
proclaimed with all its force crushes every 
human claim to righteousness, for there is no 
greater burden that could be placed on the 
human heart than when it has to stand face to 
face against the powerful, judging Word of 
God’s Law. When this Law comes against us 
in all its fury, we find ourselves cast into a 
pitched battle where God is our adversary ra-
ther than our friend or buddy. God challenges 
all our so-called good works and status by 
slaying us with the breath of His mouth. Like 
the occasion where Isaiah saw God in the 
Temple in all His glory and holiness, when 
we are confronted with the almighty Word of 
God we also find ourselves undone, because 
we know that the One who speaks is the Lord 
of Hosts Himself before whom us fallen sin-
ners must prostrate ourselves upon the ground 
in terror. 

For many people today, however, Advent is 
probably nothing more than just the season 
preceding Christmas – a time to prepare our-
selves to meet this Baby who lies in the man-
ger. But that way of thinking is really quite 
foolish, for how can – or why should you – 
prepare for an event which has already taken 
place? Indeed, it was the first coming of the 
Messiah at His incarnation and birth which 
enables us to look forward with joy to His 
Second Coming in judgment. Because of Je-
sus’ journey – His journey from the manger to 
the cross to the grave, and finally, to His res-
urrection – we can now lift up our heads to 
see the kingdom of Christ coming to its ful-
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