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In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. If you’ve ever 
watched a newborn baby sleeping, you 
already know how calm, quiet and peaceful 
they can be. Indeed, watching such a little one 
might even lead you to believe that infants are 
sinless and without guile – a misconception 
soon set to rest almost as soon as they awake 
from their slumber and begin asserting their 
will. The point of my saying this is so that 
you remember what a difficult task it is to 
determine by outward appearances what a 
sleeping child is really like – and I suspect it 
was the same with our Lord Jesus. What I 
mean is, if you were to look at Him asleep in 
the manger you might erroneously believe He 
was like every other child – but you would be 
wrong. If you want to find out who this Child 
is, you’re going to need more to go on than 
what you see with your eyes. You’re going to 
need God’s Word to inform you. 

According to God’s Word, this Child who 
lies in the manger is true God, begotten of the 
Father from eternity – and, as we confess in 
the Nicene Creed, very God of very God, 
begotten not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things are made. 
Who, for us men, and for our salvation, came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. Without the Holy Spirit working 
through the Word there would be no way for 
you to know any of this. Nor would you have 
any way of knowing just how faithful this 
little Child would be in carrying out His 
divinely appointed task. 

Yet the truth of the matter is that from the 
time of brokenness in the Garden of Eden 

when our first parents fell into sin – and to be 
sure, even before that, from eternity – God’s 
plan was that He would send His Son into this 
world of sin and death to save us. And may I 
say that you can bet everything you have or 
ever will have, that God will be faithful in 
this task where the strength of man fails – and 
miserably. How embarrassing for us that 
where human might does not and cannot 
prevail, the weakness of this Child can and 
does, because He is utterly faithful to His 
Father’s calling, and He will reveal the 
Father’s gracious will to save us all. 

In fact, that’s precisely what Jesus was 
talking about when He said: “When you have 
lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know 
that I am He, and that I do nothing on My 
own authority, but speak just as the Father 
taught Me.” Therefore those who have been 
brought near to the mountain of Christ’s 
Church will be fully protected by Him. Those 
who believe will be rescued from “every evil 
of body and soul” – for God is faithful, and 
He will do it. He cannot deny Himself, who 
He is, or what He is willing to do in order to 
save us. 

So then, the Child lying in the manger is 
true man, born of the Virgin Mary. He 
acquired His humanity by way of the house of 
Judah through His birth by the Virgin Mary. 
He is the Son of David according to the flesh, 
and so, from His mother, He took our 
humanity upon Himself. Bone and sinew 
were knit together in Mary’s womb, just as 
you were formed in your mother’s womb. 
According to His human nature Jesus is but a 
shoot, a pliable branch coming forth from the 
stump of Jesse. 



But in contrast to what you see with your 
eyes concerning this One who lies in the 
manger, one day this God-Child would put 
His hand in the hole of the viper and exercise 
His power on your behalf over the serpent 
known as Satan. There He would throttle and 
defeat this ancient enemy. And this Child 
would do it because He is true God, come in 
time to crush the serpent’s head upon the tree 
of the cross. This is the Child who has remade 
nature according to God’s design – the One 
who replaced the enmity that once existed 
between us, God, and others with true peace 
and godly harmony. We who were broken by 
the fall have now been reconciled by this 
Child who will lead us redeemed sinners to a 

new Eden, where even the beasts will once 
again live in harmony with man and one 
another as they did for a time before the fall. 
So, who is this Child lying in the manger? 
He’s none other than the God-man Himself, 
who has taken on our human nature – the 
only-begotten Son of the Father from eternity, 
born of the Virgin Mary – our only Lord and 
Savior – the only Hope for fallen sinners – 
the One to whom you must entrust your life 
and salvation. To Him be all glory, honor and 
praise, both now and forevermore. Amen. 

And now that peace of God which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 
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little Child would be in carrying out His 
divinely appointed task. 

Yet the truth of the matter is that from the 
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soon set to rest almost as soon as they awake 
from their slumber and begin asserting their 
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mean is, if you were to look at Him asleep in 
the manger you might erroneously believe He 
was like every other child – but you would be 
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little Child would be in carrying out His 
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Yet the truth of the matter is that from the 
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and godly harmony. We who were broken by 
the fall have now been reconciled by this 
Child who will lead us redeemed sinners to a 

new Eden, where even the beasts will once 
again live in harmony with man and one 
another as they did for a time before the fall. 
So, who is this Child lying in the manger? 
He’s none other than the God-man Himself, 
who has taken on our human nature – the 
only-begotten Son of the Father from eternity, 
born of the Virgin Mary – our only Lord and 
Savior – the only Hope for fallen sinners – 
the One to whom you must entrust your life 
and salvation. To Him be all glory, honor and 
praise, both now and forevermore. Amen. 

And now that peace of God which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 
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In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. If you’ve ever 
watched a newborn baby sleeping, you 
already know how calm, quiet and peaceful 
they can be. Indeed, watching such a little one 
might even lead you to believe that infants are 
sinless and without guile – a misconception 
soon set to rest almost as soon as they awake 
from their slumber and begin asserting their 
will. The point of my saying this is so that 
you remember what a difficult task it is to 
determine by outward appearances what a 
sleeping child is really like – and I suspect it 
was the same with our Lord Jesus. What I 
mean is, if you were to look at Him asleep in 
the manger you might erroneously believe He 
was like every other child – but you would be 
wrong. If you want to find out who this Child 
is, you’re going to need more to go on than 
what you see with your eyes. You’re going to 
need God’s Word to inform you. 

According to God’s Word, this Child who 
lies in the manger is true God, begotten of the 
Father from eternity – and, as we confess in 
the Nicene Creed, very God of very God, 
begotten not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things are made. 
Who, for us men, and for our salvation, came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. Without the Holy Spirit working 
through the Word there would be no way for 
you to know any of this. Nor would you have 
any way of knowing just how faithful this 
little Child would be in carrying out His 
divinely appointed task. 

Yet the truth of the matter is that from the 
time of brokenness in the Garden of Eden 

when our first parents fell into sin – and to be 
sure, even before that, from eternity – God’s 
plan was that He would send His Son into this 
world of sin and death to save us. And may I 
say that you can bet everything you have or 
ever will have, that God will be faithful in 
this task where the strength of man fails – and 
miserably. How embarrassing for us that 
where human might does not and cannot 
prevail, the weakness of this Child can and 
does, because He is utterly faithful to His 
Father’s calling, and He will reveal the 
Father’s gracious will to save us all. 

In fact, that’s precisely what Jesus was 
talking about when He said: “When you have 
lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know 
that I am He, and that I do nothing on My 
own authority, but speak just as the Father 
taught Me.” Therefore those who have been 
brought near to the mountain of Christ’s 
Church will be fully protected by Him. Those 
who believe will be rescued from “every evil 
of body and soul” – for God is faithful, and 
He will do it. He cannot deny Himself, who 
He is, or what He is willing to do in order to 
save us. 

So then, the Child lying in the manger is 
true man, born of the Virgin Mary. He 
acquired His humanity by way of the house of 
Judah through His birth by the Virgin Mary. 
He is the Son of David according to the flesh, 
and so, from His mother, He took our 
humanity upon Himself. Bone and sinew 
were knit together in Mary’s womb, just as 
you were formed in your mother’s womb. 
According to His human nature Jesus is but a 
shoot, a pliable branch coming forth from the 
stump of Jesse. 



But in contrast to what you see with your 
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His hand in the hole of the viper and exercise 
His power on your behalf over the serpent 
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would do it because He is true God, come in 
time to crush the serpent’s head upon the tree 
of the cross. This is the Child who has remade 
nature according to God’s design – the One 
who replaced the enmity that once existed 
between us, God, and others with true peace 
and godly harmony. We who were broken by 
the fall have now been reconciled by this 
Child who will lead us redeemed sinners to a 

new Eden, where even the beasts will once 
again live in harmony with man and one 
another as they did for a time before the fall. 
So, who is this Child lying in the manger? 
He’s none other than the God-man Himself, 
who has taken on our human nature – the 
only-begotten Son of the Father from eternity, 
born of the Virgin Mary – our only Lord and 
Savior – the only Hope for fallen sinners – 
the One to whom you must entrust your life 
and salvation. To Him be all glory, honor and 
praise, both now and forevermore. Amen. 

And now that peace of God which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and 
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


