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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. It’s now been 

twenty-six days since Black Friday – that day 

when businesses opened their doors to enthusias-

tic shoppers who were seeking early bargains on 

Christmas gifts to hand out to family and friends. 

In many places, Christmas commercials and mu-

sic began filling the airwaves as early as the first 

week in November. So consider for a moment all 

the images of Christmas which are filling the 

minds of Americans – from animated films such 

as How the Grinch Stole Christmas, to the clas-

sic, It’s a Wonderful Life, and of course, all the 

touching Hallmark Christmas specials. Christmas 

in America is filled with images of mythical 

elves, flying reindeer, and Santa in his sleigh 

bringing presents to good boys and girls all 

around the world. 

But tonight you aren’t going to hear any of 

this. Instead you’ll hear the poignant story about 

King David, his pastor, Nathan, and the king’s 

deep, genuine desire to give our Lord God the 

very best in worship by building Him a suitable 

house. This story looks forward to and antici-

pates the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ – 

whose birth, life, suffering, death and resurrec-

tion alone have brought about enduring, eternal 

peace to this fallen world. Seven and a half years 

after being anointed king of Israel, David fought 

and defeated the Jebusites, making Jerusalem his 

new capital. But how does one go about trans-

forming a pagan city into the heart and soul of a 

new, godly nation? How does one cleanse a city 

that has been defiled by Baalism – a polytheistic 

abomination of cultic prostitution and idolatry? 

It’s done by instituting the true worship of God. 

It’s done by doing what David did when he 

brought in the Ark of the Covenant and cleansed 

the sin and idolatry of that place with the name 

and presence of the Lord God of hosts. 

However, after doing all this, King David 

looked out the window of his new palace in Jeru-

salem one day and was struck by the fact that 

while he was living in the lap of luxury, his Lord 

was still dwelling in a tent. This prompted David 

to speak to his pastor, Nathan. He said to him: 

“See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark 

of God dwells in a tent.” Then Nathan said to the 

king: “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the 

Lord is with you.” But that very same night, the 

Word of the Lord came to Nathan and instructed 

him to tell David that he would not be permitted 

to build the Temple after all. “I have not lived in 

a house since the day I brought up the people of 

Israel from Egypt to this day,” said the Lord, “but 

I have been moving about in a tent for My dwell-

ing. I took you from the pasture, from following 

after sheep, that you should be prince over my 

people, Israel. And I have been with you wherev-

er you went, and I have cut off all your enemies 

from before you.” 

Then – since David would not be given the 

privilege of building the Temple – God told him 

what He would do for him: “I will make for you 

a great name. I will give you rest from all your 

enemies. You will not make a house for Me, but I 

will make a house for you – a house which will 

last forever. I will raise up your Offspring after 

you, who shall come from your body, and I will 

establish His kingdom. He shall build a house for 

My name, and I will establish the throne of His 

kingdom forever. I will be to Him a Father, and 

He shall be to Me a son. When He commits iniq-

uity, I will discipline Him with the rod of men, 

but my steadfast love will not depart from Him. 

Your throne shall be established forever” 

Upon hearing these words, David went back to 

the tent where the Ark of the Covenant dwelt. He 

sat down before the Lord there in that tent and 

prayed a beautiful prayer that was both a prayer 

of thanksgiving and a confession of faith. David 



thanked God for being with him thus far in his 

life as king. He thanked God for redeeming His 

people Israel from Egypt’s false gods with the 

promise that they would be His people forever. 

He thanked Him for the promise that God Him-

self would build David an eternal house. And on 

the basis of God’s Word, David found the cour-

age and strength to conclude his prayer by asking 

that the Lord would bless both him and his house 

so that it might continue forever in God’s pres-

ence. 

You and I, we remember King David for a 

great many things. But on this day, we remember 

him for the way in which he responded to the 

disappointment of being denied the right to build 

a beautiful temple worthy of the Divine Service 

of the one true God. David sat down before the 

Ark in which had been placed the Ten Com-

mandments and a jar of manna, and he prayed. 

Looking at himself with humility and amaze-

ment, David believed God’s promise that some-

how – out of his sinful flesh would come a king-

dom from which the Lord’s “steadfast love 

would never depart.” And although David may 

not have been able to see it as clearly as we do in 

view of the New Testament promises, before him 

was the ark and the manna of which Jesus spoke, 

saying: “I am the living bread that came down 

from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will 

live forever. And the bread that I will give for the 

life of the world is My flesh.”  

So here we also sit before the Altar of the 

Lord. And like David, we’ve each brought with 

us a litany of disappointments, worries, sorrows, 

regrets, sin, and guilt – mixed with all our many 

joys and blessings. We’re here in God’s house, 

where His Word and Spirit give us the courage 

and strength to pray, praise, give thanks, confess 

the faith, and ask the Lord to bless us, our family, 

and His Church, so that we might dwell in His 

presence forever. In our Advent and Christmas 

worship, like David, we say back to God only 

what He has first spoken to us in His Word. In 

Creeds, prayers, hymns, and canticles, we con-

fess and give most hearty thanks to God for send-

ing His Son to live, suffer, die, and rise again for 

us men and for our salvation. 

As society all around us becomes increasingly 

secular and more pagan, we have been privileged 

to join with King David in the Lord’s presence 

before His Altar. Black Friday is long past. And 

soon the Advent purple and blue with its time for 

preparation, repentance, and joyful anticipation 

will give way to a truly white Christmas, when 

white paraments will decorate our Altar – white, 

because it’s a holy celebration of our Divine, Ho-

ly Savior who brings us His righteousness, holi-

ness, and life eternal. That ancient promise to 

King David will now finally be fulfilled in Christ 

– and it will not disappoint us. 

Next week, as we celebrate the incarnation, 

the enfleshing, and the birth of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, we will then begin to look forward to that 

dark, dreary day on which the Infant whose birth 

we celebrate at Christmas will shed His own life-

blood as He’s nailed to a cross and suffers a hor-

rible death for the sins of the world – including 

your sins and mine. On that day, Altars every-

where will either be stripped of all paraments or 

clothed in black. But we don’t call this Friday 

Black Friday – rather we call it Good Friday, and 

for good reason. For it is on this Friday that Jesus 

will procure our eternal life – and on this Friday 

we will not be disappointed, but saved for all 

eternity. And in this we will rejoice and be glad! 

In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 

in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life ev-

erlasting. Amen. 

 


