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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Advent is a time 

of waiting – a time of preparation for the cele-

bration of the festival of the Holy Incarnation. 

The Church prepares for the celebration of this 

mystery as she and her people listen intently to 

men who were sent by God: the Lord’s Proph-

et, Isaiah; the evangelists; and of course our 

Lord’s herald and forerunner, John the Baptist. 

Today we’re going to focus our attention on the 

words recorded for us in the 40th chapter of 

Isaiah, where God gives the following words to 

those who are awaiting His return: “Comfort, 

comfort My people, says your God. Speak ten-

derly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her war-

fare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned.” 

Comfort is a Gospel word, and once is never 

enough with the Gospel, for it’s always more 

than we expect, desire, need, or deserve. True 

liberation comes only through God’s Word 

which deals not only with physical imprison-

ment, but more importantly with the far greater 

issues of spiritual warfare and the captivity of 

sin and death. “Cry to her,” God told Isaiah, 

“Cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her 

iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from 

the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” The 

liberation and restoration of Israel is likened to 

a king returning home from battle. Heralds are 

sent out to announce the king’s arrival and to 

urge the people to prepare the road on which he 

will arrive. Valleys are to be raised, mountains 

are to be made low, rough ground is to be lev-

eled, and the rugged places are to be made 

plain. 

This King, however, is not simply another 

successful earthly monarch returning from bat-

tle, but rather this is the Lord God Himself re-

turning to Zion. His glory had departed the 

Temple, and now Isaiah proclaims that His glo-

ry will once again be revealed, so that all flesh 

will see it.  And so it came to pass that the peo-

ple of God returned to Israel after seventy years 

in captivity – and to the amazement of all, the 

Temple was rebuilt and the Liturgy restored, so 

that once again God’s people might know for 

certain that the glory of the Lord was there pre-

sent to dole out His gifts of mercy and the for-

giveness of sins. 

If Israel and all the nations living in the fifth 

century BC could marvel at how an insignifi-

cant little nation could survive amidst the rise 

and fall of superpowers such as Egypt, Assyria, 

and Babylon, how much greater would the sur-

prise be years later when a Boy Child from the 

tribe of Judah would be born to a young virgin 

mother named Mary? This is the ultimate 

meaning of Isaiah’s prophecy. 

When it comes to weekly sermon prepara-

tion, ask any pastor and he’ll tell you pretty 

much the same thing. It takes lots of study, 

meditation and prayer. Some weeks the sermon 

comes together and takes shape relatively easi-

ly – but all too often it doesn’t. The pastor stud-

ies the text, then wrestles with exactly how to 

put it into words for the people he’s called to 

serve. Many a pastor finally cries out to God in 

prayer: “So, what do You want me to say to 

Your people?” Isaiah had a similar conversa-

tion with God in this text. A voice says: “Cry 

out,” and Isaiah responds, “What shall I cry?” 

Likewise, the pastor also prays: “What shall I 

cry? What shall I proclaim? What shall I say? 

What do the people need to hear?” 

In desperation, there’s only one place for the 

preacher to go for an answer – the text. When 

Isaiah said: “What shall I cry?” the answer was 

that he was to preach Law and Gospel. To Isra-



 
el he was to say: “All flesh is grass, and all its 

beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass 

withers, the flower fades when the breath of the 

Lord blows on it. Surely the people are grass.” 

And that’s the same message God gives His 

preachers to preach today – namely: “We are 

all going to die!” Now granted, that doesn’t 

sound very comforting, nor should it, because 

it’s Law, not Gospel. Still, it’s what we all need 

to hear. No matter how powerful, wealthy or 

successful you are, like the grass and flowers of 

the earth, one day you will die. 

But after Isaiah preached the Law he was to 

give God’s people the Gospel. “Get up to a 

high mountain,” God told Isaiah. “Lift up your 

voice with strength. Fear not, but say to the cit-

ies of Judah: “Behold your God!” Now it’s a 

frightening, dangerous thing for sinners to fall 

into the hands of the living God, but this living 

God wanted Israel to know that her sins had 

been pardoned – that her warfare had ended. 

This was the Good News – the Gospel, which 

says: “Do not be afraid, behold your God!” He 

is once again here with you – in the Temple, 

the Liturgy, and the sacrifices. Yet the ultimate 

Good News of which Isaiah spoke would take 

place when the Virgin conceived a Son and 

called His name Immanuel. 

On a humble mountain called Calvary, this 

Child would give His holy, divine life to atone 

for the sins of Israel and all nations. “It shall 

come to pass in the latter days that the moun-

tain of the house of the Lord shall be estab-

lished as the highest of the mountains, and shall 

be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations 

shall flow into it.” Israel’s warfare, Israel’s 

punishment, Israel’s captivity was completed – 

not because of her good works and righteous-

ness, but on account of God’s mercy – on ac-

count of the Lord’s gracious promise. 

Likewise, dear children of God, your strug-

gle in the captivity of sin and death is ended 

and completed – not because of your good 

works and righteousness, but because of what 

the Babe of Bethlehem did and said on the 

mountain outside the city of Jerusalem: “It is 

finished.” With those words He “bowed His 

head and gave up His spirit.” Christmas Day is 

coming. Like it or not, your preparations will 

not make it come any sooner. And it will come 

whether or not any of you are prepared. Of 

course, you will make your preparations. The 

Church has tons of work to do before Christ-

mas Day. Most everyone will have to put in ex-

tra hours. Families will also be making their 

own preparations – buying presents, cooking, 

organizing parties, and putting up decorations – 

all of which reflect the joy and thanksgiving 

that comes with this most glorious time of year. 

Nevertheless, your preparations do nothing to 

make Christmas come. Rather you prepare and 

celebrate because Christ is coming. And at the 

heart of your preparation is repentance. 

You repent because you know that we are 

not worthy in ourselves of receiving this King. 

And concerning this Isaiah has more to tell us 

as he reveals what kind of King you should ex-

pect. “He will tend His flock like a shepherd. 

He will gather the lambs in His arms. He will 

carry them to His bosom, and gently lead those 

that are with young.” He will come as the King 

of Glory. Dear friends behold your King, your 

Good Shepherd. This is your God, and His ten-

der words to you this Advent night are: “Be 

comforted.” Be comforted in the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 

in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 


