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Advent Assurances – Knowledge and Wisdom 
Philippians 1:3-10 – Hymn #912 

Trinity Lutheran – Kearney, Missouri 
December 11, 2019 – Advent II Midweek 

† † † † † † † 

Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and from our Lord and Savior, Je-
sus Christ! Amen. In tonight’s Epistle les-
son, St. Paul writes: “This my prayer – that 
your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, so that 
you may be able to discern what is best, 
and may be pure and blameless until the 
day of Christ.” Mark’s Gospel also reports 
that when Jesus and His disciples crossed 
over the lake to a secluded place far from 
the crowds, “the people ran there on foot 
from all the cities and arrived ahead of 
them. When Jesus came ashore, He saw 
the hurting crowd and felt compassion for 
them because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd – and He began to teach them 
many things.” 

The people were “like sheep without a 
shepherd.” And as sheep without a Shep-
herd, what they needed most was our 
Lord’s care, guidance and protection. 
Therefore Jesus began to teach them 
“many things.” He didn’t give them bread, 
fish or sustenance for their bodies – nor 
did He give them hugs, handshakes, or ex-
pressions of affection and affirmation. 
“They were like sheep without a shep-
herd,” and so He gave them what they 
needed most – the true knowledge of God 
and His will for their lives – and with all 
that, the ability to “discern what might be 
best for them” so that they could made 
“pure and blameless until the day of 
Christ.” Our Lord’s boundless compassion 
is what moved Him to act on their behalf 

and according to their greatest need – and 
so He began to teach them “many things.” 

Now don’t be mistaken about what hap-
pens in this Gospel. The fact that Jesus 
taught them “many things” doesn’t mean 
He preached a series of self-help sermons, 
or set up an early Palestinian drug educa-
tion program. It means He gave them the 
“words of eternal life” in His timeless 
Gospel of peace. He spoke the Holy Spirit 
into their ears, hearts and minds so that 
they might believe. And in tonight’s Epis-
tle, St. Paul prays that our Lord Jesus 
might continue doing for us the very thing 
He did for that crowd which was gathered 
there on the shore of the lake to hear Jesus 
speak. Paul’s prayer is that our Lord might 
teach us many things – and that He might 
enable our love to “abound more and more 
in knowledge and depth of insight.” Paul 
isn’t concerned that we be able to quote 
large portions of Scripture, or that we be 
able to recite the Liturgy from memory – 
as helpful as those two things might actu-
ally be. Rather his concern is that we grow 
in our love for both God and neighbor – 
and that this be accomplished through a 
knowledge of God’s Word and a corre-
sponding faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. 

Many Christians feel – perhaps because 
of temptation – that they don’t really love 
God, family, or their neighbor as they 
ought. And I suspect that there are times 
when you feel the very same way. So, 
when you find yourself in that situation, 
pray with St. Paul that God might open 
your eyes to see the wonderful things con-
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tained in His Word. When you haven’t 
been showing love to others as well as you 
ought, then answer that lack of love by 
paying more attention to the preaching of 
God’s Word. “Read, mark, learn and in-
wardly digest” those things God speaks to 
you, because our God is faithful – and in 
that Word you’ll be able to see His divine-
ly given love “abounding more and more 
in {in you} in knowledge and depth of in-
sight.” 

Here in tonight’s Epistle, then, St. Paul 
speaks of two great Gospel gifts. The first 
is salvation itself, earned for us poor sin-
ners when God the Son hid Himself in our 
humanity and bore the damnation we all 
deserve by suffering and dying on the tree 
of the cross for our sin. And the second 
gift is when God gives you a personal 
knowledge of that salvation – not only 
when the Good News is poured out over 
you and all your sin been forgiven for the 
sake of Christ, but also when He gives you 
new ears, a new heart, and a new mind to 
make this blessed knowledge your own. 
Here Paul assures us that the love and 
knowledge God gives us will do a good 
work – that our love will abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth of insight, 

and that we will be able to discern what’s 
best, and thereby be made pure and blame-
less until the day of Christ.” 

Our Lord Jesus “felt compassion for the 
masses because they were like sheep with-
out a shepherd – and He began to teach 
them many things.” Yet through this teach-
ing, Jesus also gave them a great many 
gifts. He gave them the ability to know 
that He Himself is “the Way, the Truth, the 
Life” – the only Path to the Father. He 
gave them wisdom to discern what might 
be best for them – so that they might never 
depart from either Him or His Word. And 
finally, He gave them the proclamation of 
His forgiveness – which itself made them 
“pure and blameless” in God’s eyes. Dur-
ing this season of Advent, dear Christian, 
God gives also gives you those very same 
things – namely, saving knowledge of Him 
and His Work, and with that knowledge, 
wisdom. With these divine gifts God will 
preserve you until the Day of Christ’s 
coming – pure and blameless in word and 
deed – and all of it for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which 
passes all understanding, will keep your 
hearts and minds in that one true faith in 
Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


