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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Three days ago, 

we gathered here in God’s House on the First 

Sunday in Advent – the first day of the new 

Church Year – that day which marks the begin-

ning of our preparations for the Festival of the 

Holy Incarnation – also known as Christmas. 

We listened as our Lord Christ spoke about 

would happen at the end of time when He re-

turns for judgment. This is how the Church be-

gins things every year –  by looking forward to 

Christ’s first coming as we wait patiently for 

His Second. While we wait, we live by faith, 

not by sight – and our faith is nourished as we 

remember that our Lord Jesus came into this 

world to die on Calvary’s cross to make us 

right with God through His atoning death and 

resurrection. 

The faithful who came before us in the days 

of the prophet Isaiah also lived by faith as they 

waited for the Lord’s Messiah. The writer of 

the letter to the Hebrews praises their faithful-

ness when he writes: “Now faith is the assur-

ance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen.” He also writes: “…at many 

times and in various ways, God spoke to our 

fathers through the prophets, but now in these 

last days He has spoken to us by His Son.” The 

words of God spoken to the Church through the 

mouths of the prophets are also spoken to us. 

They inform us how the Son of God came to 

save sinners. Indeed, their words are pregnant 

with Christ and His work. 

Here in tonight’s reading from Isaiah 64, the 

prophet gives us an inspired prayer of great 

comfort which expresses the longing of God’s 

people during the disastrous years of the Baby-

lonian captivity. But this prayer isn’t limited 

only to those dark days. It’s also the prayer of 

the Church of all time whenever she’s sur-

rounded by the enemies of God – when all ap-

pears hopeless. No one who isn’t a believer 

could ever pray that God would rend the heav-

ens and come down. But God, who created all 

things by the power of His Word, has not left 

us on our own while He watches dispassionate-

ly from a distance. In difficult times, it may 

seem as if God has forgotten us, nevertheless, 

in faith we pray and wait. We pray that God 

would rend the heavens and come down to res-

cue us from our enemies – a prayer that ends by 

acknowledging that the mountains will quake at 

God’s presence. 

And if that happens to us, how much worse 

will it be for sinners who do not know God 

aright in His Son? Yet this prayer isn’t a prayer 

for the destruction of our enemies, but rather 

that God would come down to make His name 

known to His adversaries – that all might trem-

ble at His presence! The word translated here 

as “tremble” literally means “to flow.” It’s a 

picture of rock turning to liquid – a description 

of how the presence of God can change the 

rock-hard hearts of the ungodly so that their 

smugness and arrogance melt into fear. And 

such is always the way of God’s judgment. 

Hence our prayer is not only that God would 

save us from our enemies, but also that all the 

nations, including our own, might repent and 

call on the name of the Lord. 

I’m sure you’ve heard it said that you should 

be careful what you pray for. So, might it not 

be a dangerous thing to ask God to come down 

in judgment against all the nations, since that 

would mean He will be judging our nation, as 

well? Maybe that’s why the focus of Isaiah’s 

prayer turns from Israel’s enemies to the 

Church herself – to the enemy within us all. As 



God’s people come into the Lord’s presence, 

their sins are made manifest so that their prayer 

becomes a confession of sin and a plea for for-

giveness. Hence you and I also pray with Isai-

ah: “You meet Him who joyfully works right-

eousness, those who remember You in Your 

ways. Behold, You were angry, and we sinned; 

in our sins we have been a long time, and shall 

we be saved? We have all become like one who 

is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like 

a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and 

our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.” 

Therefore Israel’s prayer, dear Christian, is 

your prayer, too. “When You did awesome 

things that we did not look for,” we pray, “You 

came down, the mountains quaked at Your 

presence. Oh that You would rend the heavens 

and come down.” And that is precisely what 

has happened. At the birth of our Lord Jesus 

Christ the heavens were literally torn open. The 

glory of the Lord ripped open the heavens in 

the presence of the shepherds, and yet they 

didn’t melt away like molten rock, but rather 

were told by the angel: “Fear not, for behold, I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be 

for all people. For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord.” 

The manner in which God came down was 

wonderfully unexpected – in that He came 

down clothed in the flesh of a humble Baby 

Boy. Through the miracle of the incarnation, 

this Child, true God and true Man, came to 

bring salvation and peace to all. Of this the 

Lord’s heavenly army of angels sang: “Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 

will among men!” That’s why, when the 

Church gathers in the Lord’s presence for wor-

ship, she usually sings the Gloria in Excelsis, 

that hymn of peace which first sounded forth 

when the skies over Bethlehem were first torn 

open. And that’s why, during the season of Ad-

vent, the Church doesn’t sing this song. Rather 

we wait until Christmas.  

It is of course, true that we live in the time 

after the birth of Christ. Nevertheless, we still 

pray with and as those who went before us. We 

live and wait and pray by faith, not sight. Since 

our Lord’s ascension, we live in a time of hear-

ing, not seeing. We listen to the prayer of 

God’s people recorded for us by Isaiah, and 

their prayer for deliverance and the forgiveness 

of sins becomes ours. Even though we know 

that all our righteousness is nothing more than 

filthy rags, we still offer up our prayers with 

the great “nevertheless” of the Gospel, saying: 

“But now, O Lord, You are our Father, we are 

the clay, and You are the Potter; we are all the 

work of Your hand. Be not so terribly angry, O 

Lord, and remember not iniquity forever. Be-

hold, please look, we are all Your people.” As 

in this prayer we dare to ask God to look upon 

us as His people – as His own dear children. 

Israel’s prayer, then, is our prayer: “Oh that 

You would rend the heavens and come down, 

that the mountains might quake at Your pres-

ence.” And did God answer Isaiah’s prayer? 

Yes. Babylon was destroyed by her enemies. 

Her great walls and palaces were put to flame. 

And afterward the Lord brought a remnant 

home to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple. But 

the full answer to this prayer didn’t come to 

pass until many years later when blood and wa-

ter flowed from the side of our Eternal Rock, 

Jesus, as He hung between heaven and earth on 

a cross made of wood. The moment He gave up 

His spirit, the heavens were rent, and the moun-

tains quaked. “The curtain of the Temple was 

torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 

shook, the rocks were split, and the tombs also 

were opened.: And there, people of God, there 

is where you see our Savior who has come to 

set us free. May it always be so for His name’s 

sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 

in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life 

everlasting. Amen. 


