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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Here at the very 
end of the season of Advent we have before us 
a Gospel text that at first blush might seem to 
be somewhat out of synch with the rest of this 
season. We’re being treated to a flashback, as it 
were, of that moment when God’s holy angel, 
Gabriel, first visited the blessed Virgin Mary to 
tell her she would soon conceive and bear a 
Son. But if you think about it, is this not really 
quite fitting? Consider for a moment some of 
the other events we’ve examined during this 
Advent season. We heard about how on the 
Last Day Jesus will come as Judge of all and 
finally – finally – bring down forever the devil 
along with all his demons. 

We also learned how Jesus has authority 
over even the elements of this world. We heard 
how our King Jesus ransomed us from the eter-
nal penalty of sin and defeated the powers of 
sin, death and hell that seek to destroy us. And 
now this account of the Annunciation shows us 
not only that Jesus is the legitimate Son of God 
– but also who His true Father is. Even as the 
Son demonstrates His power over the devil and 
all creation, in this blessed pronouncement to 
Mary, our Lord’s paternity is revealed with 
more certainty than in any other place. Jesus is 
the true Son of God – the One who not only has 
the power of God in His corner, but more im-
portantly, the legitimate authority to be our true 
King. 

So today we’re meditating on Jesus’ two na-
tures – that He is both fully God and fully man. 
And this we do so we might never forget who it 
is that suffers for us, so we might know the true 
love of God in our hearts – rightly reckoning 
who Jesus is, what He’s done for us, and why. 
Here we learn to cherish the Gospel as the 
Treasure of God’s divine love! Today’s Scrip-
ture text calls on us to highly regard this matter 

so that Jesus might be more fully revealed to us 
as both the Servant who suffered infinitely for 
us, and as the great King who eternally rules 
over us with love and grace. In the Annuncia-
tion the Holy Spirit speaks clearly and faithful-
ly about the mystery of the Deity of Christ – 
namely, that Jesus is true God, begotten of the 
Father from eternity, and true man, begotten of 
His mother here in time. And because it is ab-
solutely important for us to know this with cer-
tainty, God’s Word concerning Jesus is pre-
sented to us every Sunday in so many different 
ways so that we might continually meditate up-
on it. 

Can anyone who simply reads the Gospel 
about Jesus’ conception get a different meaning 
from it other than that the Son Mary brings into 
the world is actually God’s Son? Is it not abun-
dantly clear from the message of the angel that 
Jesus had no earthly father? To be sure, the an-
gel repeatedly says that Jesus would be called 
the Son of God – and according to Scripture’s 
use of language, the One who is called the Son 
of God is, in fact, the Son of God! Mary obvi-
ously understood the angel’s words this way – 
especially when he referred back to the prophe-
cy of II Samuel, 7 where David is promised a 
Descendant who would sit on his throne forever 
– whose Father is God. In that text God said to 
David: “I will set up your Seed after you, and I 
will establish His kingdom. He shall build a 
house for My name, and I will establish the 
throne of His kingdom forever. I will be His 
Father, and He shall be My Son.” 

Reading this text one might recall the words 
of Isaiah 9 where this same Heir of David’s 
throne who will rule over a kingdom of peace 
with no end is called “Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” How could the Holy Spirit in Scripture 
say this, and how could Gabriel, the Lord’s an-



 

gel, also say this if this Child of Mary’s is not 
God’s Only-Begotten Son – who alone is true, 
eternal God coequal with the Father? Holy 
Scripture teaches clearly that Jesus was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, and that He is both 
true God and true Man in one Christ. Therefore 
we may freely and loudly call them fools who 
deny this fact, for they read the Scriptures 
wrongly – insofar as they read them at all – and 
do not see their true meaning because they 
want to be wiser than what God has written. 
When mankind follows its pride, rejects the 
plain Word of Him who dwells in eternal un-
created Light – who is Light of Light, and who 
said in the beginning ‘Let there be light!’ – then 
mankind necessarily rejects all light, and will-
ingly walks in darkness – which, if you think 
about it, explains an awful lot about what’s 
happening all around us in our society and 
world! 

You and I, we need to make sure we don’t 
fall into the idiocy of this same God-rejecting 
blindness! Let us rather always clamor for and 
hear the plain Word God gives us as we wor-
ship and thank Him for the incredible Gift of 
His Son. What glory there is for those who are 
fully assured by Holy Scripture that Jesus is 
truly and fully God – for these are they who are 
able to see Him as He really is – as mankind’s 
perfect Savior, whose His name is great and 
outshines all others. Let all those who are con-
sidered wise in our age be troubled by the irref-
utable claim of deity which is made of the Son 
to the Virgin. Why should it trouble us that His 
Person is higher and more wonderful than what 
our poor reason can even begin to comprehend? 

On the contrary, God’s wisdom and power 
must surpass all our understanding – and here 
before us is the Wonder of wonders, a Wonder 
higher, deeper and greater than any other, so 
that even the angels who dwell forever in 
God’s presence desire to look into it. Those 
who are truly led by Wisdom – and not the 

foolishness which the world regards as wise – 
will gladly bow themselves happily before the 
wondrous power and authority of Jesus – and 
believe that His love is infinitely greater than 
anything else we might comprehend or under-
stand. 

So today, with the blessed virgin, we say: 
“Let it be to me according to Your Word.” For 
God has said to us: “I love you with everlasting 
love. I give you My only-begotten Son, and in 
Him, eternal life.” If Mary wasn’t disappointed 
when she believed the Lord’s Word, then nei-
ther should any of us be disappointed who rely 
upon it. For it has pleased God in His eternal 
love to give us His Son as our Savior – and to 
let Him become Man so that we might then par-
take of His glory. Let the sages and champions 
of unbelief keep their messiahs – a man whose 
person and teaching has its time and then drops 
out of sight forever in the dustbin of history. 

As Christians we are not served by such sav-
iors and heroes as man creates. We must have 
One who is true Lord over time and eternity, 
over earth and heaven, over life and death, over 
sin and righteousness, over men, angels and 
devils – and that we have, praise be to His 
name! With the whole Christian Church we be-
lieve in Jesus Christ, God’s only-begotten Son, 
true God and true Man, being of one substance 
with the Father, who suffered, died, rose again, 
lives forever, and is seated at God’s right hand. 
God the Holy Spirit has given us such a simple, 
childlike mind so as to believe what His Word 
so graciously and plainly tell us, that we be-
lieve it and own what Jesus freely gives to all 
who confess Him as Lord – the forgiveness of 
sins, and life everlasting as His own dear sons 
and daughters. May it always be so, for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 
in that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 


