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Joseph’s Perspective 
Matthew 1:18-25 
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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Today’s reading 
from Saint Matthew’s Gospel is not the familiar 
story of Jesus’ birth – rather, Matthew records for 
us another side of those events. There is no men-
tion of shepherds, angel choirs, or a journey to 
Bethlehem – and there’s nothing of the manger 
scene we all love so much this time of year. In-
stead of the bright, blazing angel host appearing 
to shepherds keeping watch in their fields by 
night, all we have is one angel – one angel who 
appears in a dream to a frightened young man by 
the name of Joseph. Here God has given us a lit-
tle window into what was going on in his mind – 
and what must have been weighing heavy on his 
heart concerning the miracle of Christ’s holy 
birth. When the angel came to him, Joseph was 
suffering from a great injustice. He hadn’t asked 
for any of this. No one had checked any of this 
out with Him – nor did anyone seem to have any 
regard for how this might affect his life. And yet, 
there it was, just the same. 

Before all this happened Joseph probably 
thought he had everything figured out. After all, 
his life appeared to be in order. He had planned it 
all out, and now he was ready to get married, 
raise and care for a family. Holy Scripture tells us 
that Joseph was a just man – faithful to God’s 
promises and desirous of following His Word. 
But then this apparent scandal raised its ugly 
head, threatening to tear his world apart. It seems 
that his beloved bride, Mary, had been unfaithful 
and had become pregnant. He knew the baby she 
was bearing was not his. And not only were peo-
ple going to talk, but, as required by the Law, 
they would also throw stones at his apparently 
adulterous bride. Joseph had to act quickly before 
the situation got too ugly. 

Maybe Joseph recalled one of his ancestors 
who shared his name, Joseph, from the book of 
Genesis – one of the twelve sons of the Patriarch, 
Jacob – who also received a raw deal in life. In a 

dream God had revealed His plans for this son of 
Jacob. And as you may recall, he brazenly then 
recounted that dream to his brothers, who forth-
with threw him into a well and sold him into 
slavery. It wasn’t until he reached middle age 
that Joseph ever saw his family again. It’s true, 
over the years he had become quite wealthy and 
had risen to the position of second-in-command 
over all of Egypt – but not until he had served 
many long years of unfair incarceration in a for-
eign dungeon for a crime of which he was inno-
cent. And so this Joseph, like his namesake who 
was betrothed to the Virgin, likewise suffered a 
great injustice. 

And that brings us to our Lord Jesus – who 
suffered an even greater injustice than either of 
these two Josephs. The eternal Son of God is the 
very Word through whom God the Holy Trinity 
created this world. His plan was that man would 
live in perfect communion with Him in paradise. 
Everything had been prepared and was ready. 
God’s plan was that sin would have no part in it, 
and yet mankind, His beloved, precious creation 
– His bride – decided to rebel against Him. Our 
first parents listened to the serpent and ate of the 
tree in the midst of the Garden from which God 
had forbidden them to eat. God hadn’t asked for 
this. No one checked these things out with Him – 
nor did they have any regard for how this might 
affect the course of history. And so a full-blown 
cosmic scandal threatened to rip us all from the 
loving embrace of our Heavenly Father. Any 
possible dream of peace or heavenly security was 
shattered in that one, horrible moment – so that 
now no one can avoid being born without the 
curse of the hideous disease of sin which rules 
this fallen world – and yet the sinful nature 
dwelling within us all still desires even more! 

But we have a God who is truly and perfectly 
just – far beyond what anyone could ever imag-
ine. It was He who determined from eternity that 
in His Son – because we couldn’t do it –He 
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would fully keep all the requirements of the Law 
in our place. This is He who loves us with an ev-
erlasting love – who sent His only-begotten Son 
into the world to save us. He would not only suf-
fer the injustice of our first parent’s rebellion 
against Him, He would suffer even more than 
that by coming into our world, assuming our na-
ture, and becoming one of us, born of the Virgin 
Mary. And that’s precisely where the story of Je-
sus intersects with the account of Joseph, who 
would become His foster father. The stigma and 
scandal which tortured Joseph – along with all 
our sins – would finally and fully be laid squarely 
upon the shoulders of Jesus and taken to the 
cross. From that moment when Jesus was 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, it was clear that 
He was on a mission of death for sinners. He 
would suffer the greatest injustice of all by offer-
ing His very own body and blood as a sacrifice 
for sin in order to save us – even those who 
wanted Him dead – and that includes you and 
me. Could anything have been more unfair? 

Recall what Joseph’s ancestor, Joseph, did 
once he had been elevated to the highest position 
in all the land of Egypt – and most especially 
what he said to his brothers soon after their fa-
ther, Jacob, had died. As his brothers stood be-
fore him, they recognized how vulnerable their 
position was. Scripture tells us they literally 
cringed in fear knowing that their now-powerful 
brother could do to them whatever he wanted. 
They had sinned grievously against him, and if 
what he wanted was payback for all the injustice 
he had been dealt in his life by them, now would 
have been the time for him to get it – and more. 
However, that isn’t what Joseph did. It’s true, he 
didn’t say to them: “Oh, that’s all right,” or: “I 
know you didn’t mean it” – because they had 
meant it. Instead he acknowledged that what they 
had done was evil. But then he said to them: 
“God meant it for good, to bring it about that 
many people should be kept alive.” 

And that, dear Christian, is exactly what Jesus 
is saying to you today as you prepare your heart 
on this last Sunday of Advent before the celebra-
tion of His birth. Jesus has already suffered and 
died for your sins. He has already risen from the 
dead. He has conquered every scandal and sin 

that was thrust upon Him. He has ascended to 
His rightful position of honor at the right hand of 
the Father. And now here we are – daring to 
come into His presence. As you think about what 
an awesome, awful moment this could be for sin-
ners such as ourselves, and as you remember all 
the offenses you’ve committed against our Lord 
– as well as all your many shortcomings in fail-
ing to live for and provide for the needs of your 
neighbor – you know that our Lord Christ could 
do with you whatever He wants – but thanks be 
to God, what He wants is to forgive. He doesn’t 
excuse your sin. He doesn’t act as if never hap-
pened. Instead He takes all that sin from you so 
as to relieve you of the awful burden we’ve all 
placed upon ourselves. You see, you don’t have 
to do a single thing to please God, because He is 
already pleased with Jesus, and He has credited 
that pleasure to your account. What we meant for 
evil in the bloody crucifixion of Jesus, God 
meant for your eternal good, so that all those 
whose faith is stayed in Jesus might live forever. 

This was good news for Joseph – who suffered 
a great injustice for his role in God’s mighty plan 
of salvation and yet still believed in that One 
whom he was privileged to raise up into adult-
hood. And this is good news for you, as well. 
Though you might sometimes suffer injustice be-
cause you choose to stand up for the truth – even 
in the face of those you might have thought you 
could trust – because of this good news, you now 
have as your own possession a forgiveness and 
salvation far greater than any injustice you may 
have committed – yes, even greater than heaven 
and earth itself. You have this as a gift, an early 
Christmas present, if you will. That same body 
and blood of Jesus, which was born of the Virgin 
Mary, raised under the care of Joseph, and suf-
fered injustice on the cross for us all, is here now 
in His Supper so that you might partake of the 
full, intimate, perfect communion God has de-
sired to have with us all from the beginning. May 
Saint Matthew’s “down-to-earth” side of the 
Christmas story fill you with heavenly joy, re-
move any fear you might be harboring in your 
heart, and prepare you gloriously to behold the 
awesome, heavenly mystery soon to be celebrat-
ed by us all. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 


