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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Holy Scripture declares that 
Christians are a different people – different, that is, 
from the world. Indeed, St. Peter calls Christians a “pe-
culiar people” – peculiar because they seek to “do the 
‘right’ thing” – following not their own wisdom, but 
God’s. Today’s Gospel tells us about a man named Jo-
seph – a man who “does the ‘right’ thing” even though 
his circumstances were all wrong. Rightfully speaking, 
when Joseph found out his newly betrothed wife, Mary, 
was carrying what he thought was another man’s child, 
he could “legally” have exposed her publicly – the pen-
alty of which was death by stoning. But as we learn 
from this text, Joseph chose another route. 

What a contrast with this morning’s Old Testament 
lesson where we’re told about the actions of King Ahaz. 
Just to his North, two powerful enemies – Israel and 
Syria – had formed an alliance to depose Ahaz and put 
their own man on Judah’s throne. So God sent Isaiah to 
Ahaz with a Divine revelation. He revealed to him that 
this evil scheme would fail, and that he should ask God 
for a sign as proof of this. But does Ahaz “do the ‘right’ 
thing?” No, he doesn’t. With a wimpishness totally un-
becoming a king, he replies” “I will not ask, nor will I 
test the Lord.” Now, this might sound very pious, but it 
really wasn’t. To be sure, from that point forward, Ahaz 
was never again referred to as a servant of God, the fate 
of Judah’s Babylonian captivity was sealed, and there 
would never again be more than just “a very small rem-
nant” of the people of God. Yet, even though the great 
king Ahaz refused to ask for a sign, Isaiah gave Him 
one anyway: “Behold, the Virgin shall conceive and 
bear a Son, and you shall call His name Immanuel” – 
the very words Matthew also quotes in this morning’s 
Gospel. 

I don’t know if you’ve given much thought to this 
idea of “doing the ‘right’ thing” in your own life, but I 
certainly have. And frankly, the conclusions I’ve 
reached aren’t very comforting, for try as I might, the 
‘right’ thing all too often ends up being ‘wrong.’ Now, 
while I can usually handle man’s criticism, I don’t fare 
so well when criticism comes from God – because 
God’s criticism kills me. Now it might seem strange to 
put it that way, but the fact of the matter is that this is 
precisely what must happen every day in order for me 
to live. God’s accusing Law has to hit me right between 
the eyes regarding my unbelief, my doubt, and my fail-

ure to “do the ‘right’ thing” – not according to man’s 
ever-changing standards, but God’s unchanging Word! 

And you are in the same boat. Every single day, you 
also have to face the gavel of God’s Holy Law which 
declares us, every one, guilty of doubt, unbelief, false 
piety, fraternizing with the enemy, neglecting to love 
God with all our heart, soul, and mind, and not loving 
our neighbor as our self. When it comes to “doing the 
‘right’ thing” in God’s eyes, it means doing it ‘right’ 
every time – all the time – or else facing the penalty of 
death, because, “the wages of sin is death.” That’s why 
God has but one purpose and will for your life – that is 
to kill your “Old Adam” who knows only sin and never 
“does the ‘right’ thing” – and this so that you might be 
raised up and your New Adam live forever before God 
in righteousness and purity – so that by His grace you 
might believe His Word and lead a godly life here in 
time and there in eternity. 

This continual killing of the Old Man of sin – cou-
pled with the raising up from the dead of the New Man 
– is the only way you and I will ever properly “do the 
‘right’ thing” in God’s eyes – for it is ever and always 
God’s gift of the faith of Jesus in us that keeps us in a 
right relationship with Him. Only those who are in a 
right relationship with God can “do the ‘right’ thing.” 
And that’s precisely the point of this Gospel – namely 
that Joseph “does the ‘right’ thing” as a redeemed child 
of God, when – not wanting to make Mary a public ex-
ample – he was minded to put her away secretly. Jo-
seph’s reaction to the sad news that his fiancé was al-
ready pregnant by what he knew in his heart must have 
been another man is exactly how we Christians are 
commanded to act whenever we’re confronted with the 
sin of a fellow Christian. 

“Doing the ‘right’ thing” in God’s eyes whenever 
“anyone is overtaken in a trespass” involves not doing 
what our fallen flesh is most inclined to do – that is, to 
spread the news of that sin to the whole world – but ra-
ther to do what Joseph did. Wanting neither to justify 
what he perceived to be Mary’s sin, nor wanting to hurt 
her by public exposure, Joseph sought to “put her away 
secretly.” My, how far we could go toward healing the 
petty differences in our own relationships with one an-
other if we could just heed Joseph’s example – who not 
only “did the ‘right’ thing” even before the angel ap-
peared to him, but also afterward! This is completely 
the opposite of King Ahaz’s response, for Joseph, upon 
hearing the “angel of the Lord” declare that that which 



 

was conceived in Mary was of the Holy Spirit – and 
that she would soon bring forth a Son whom Joseph 
was to name Jesus because He would save His people 
from their sins – immediately “did the ‘right’ thing.” 
Having been roused from his slumber, Joseph did as the 
angel commanded, took to him his wife, and didn’t 
have relations with her until she had brought forth her 
firstborn Son – whom he then named Jesus. 

Because Joseph “did the ‘right’ thing” – because he 
did God’s thing and not what his fallen flesh wanted to 
do – he was able to give Jesus legal right to the throne 
of David. This throne, however, turned out not to be 
like the throne on which King David and his offspring 
sat in fine, plush palaces. God’s Savior – His only-
begotten Son – the One who Isaiah, just 750 years earli-
er, told King Ahaz would be coming – He would show 
the world God’s true majesty and glory by allowing 
Himself be crowned with thorns, hung on the tree of the 
cross, and declared “King of the Jews.” And all this, 
dear Christian, all this He did for you. This One who 
came so that the things of which the Prophet spoke 
might be fulfilled, “did the ‘right’ thing” for you by to-
tally and completely yielding up His body, will, mind 
and spirit to the will of the Father – so that in that self-
less act He might give salvation to us poor sinners. 

Listen to Him speak through the mouth of the 
Prophet concerning all He would willingly endure to 
save us. “I gave My back to those who struck Me, and 
My cheeks to those who plucked out My beard. I did 
not hide My face from shame and spitting.” This is the 
One who bore our griefs and carried our sorrows – who 
was “smitten, stricken by God and afflicted” – pierced 
through for our transgressions, and “crushed for our 
iniquities.” It’s upon His shoulders that the Lord has 
placed the sin of us all. He was led as a Lamb to the 
slaughter – for you. He opened not His mouth – for 
you. He made His grave with the wicked – for you. And 
if all that wasn’t enough, Isaiah then tells us how it 
pleased the Lord to crush Him so that He could pour out 
His soul unto death – and all of it, for you. 

Jesus “doing the ‘right’ thing” resulted in His sinless 
life being taken from Him in your place – so that you 
might be freed from every guilt and the condemning 
gavel of God’s Law – so that you might rightly be 
called “the beloved of God, His saints” – and in Him 
always “do the ‘right’ thing” as you live in the power of 
His resurrection. You see, it’s only in the power of 
Christ’s resurrection that our Lord Jesus lives in that 
exalted state whereby His once-crucified, dead flesh 
now lives eternally as our Immanuel, “God with us.” 
From birth to death Christ was truly “with us” in the 
world “doing the ‘right’ thing” as He healed the sick, 
gave sight to the blind, raised the dead, and proclaimed 
the Good News of salvation to those who are poor in 
spirit. And now that He’s been exalted to “the right 

hand of the majesty on high,” He’s able to truly fulfill 
that wonderful post-resurrection promise to His Bride, 
the Church, that He would be with Her always, even to 
the end of the age. 

Unlike Joseph, dear children of God, you and I 
won’t actually see Jesus being born, for that would only 
happen once at a specific moment in time long past. But 
for those of us who are living some 21 centuries later, 
Isaiah’s promise that God would be with us through His 
Son is just as true now as it ever was. The very same 
crucified, resurrected flesh and blood of Jesus is “with 
us” at this very moment as God’s Word is being pro-
claimed in all its truth and purity. This same flesh and 
blood of Jesus is “with us” as the water of Holy Bap-
tism is poured out up upon us, bringing with it the 
promise of the Holy Spirit. This same flesh and blood 
of Jesus is “with us” every time we receive the bread 
and wine of Holy Communion – which in a few mo-
ments will once again touch our lips and cleanse us 
from all sin. Such are the promises that are connected 
with and contained in these very means which our Sav-
ior has ordained to sustain and keep us in that one true 
faith unto life everlasting. 

There’s a comforting verse in the letter to the He-
brews which might help us keep a proper perspective on 
this matter of “doing the ‘right’ thing”  in our day. For 
truth be known, I fear far too many in our time have 
adopted Jesus more as a “Model for living” rather than 
as their Savior from sin – which is a very dangerous 
position to take. In Hebrews, the fourth chapter, we find 
these words: “…he who has entered His rest has him-
self also ceased from his works as God did from His.” 
You, my dear brethren – as the Priesthood of the Bap-
tized – you are the subject of this Word from God. And 
what it says to you is this: “You who trust in Christ as 
Savior have now yourselves entered into God’s rest, 
and now, in Christ, you also have ceased from your 
works even as God once ceased from His.” 

This entering into God’s rest began the moment you 
were Baptized. From that time forward “doing the 
‘right’ thing” has simply meant living in the faith of 
Jesus – a faith which has freely been given to you as a 
gift. Daily God’s Word is at work in your life killing 
the Old Adam so that the New Adam might thus come 
forth to live with God. And that New Adam – unlike the 
Old – always does “the ‘right’ thing” – for that New 
Adam lives and moves and has his being only in God’s 
Word and Sacraments so that both he and you are living 
“in Christ” – which is “the only ‘right’ thing” to do un-
til that Day of our Lord’s Second Advent! Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 


