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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. Most 
Lutherans, when they get too close to Mary, inevita-
bly start to squirm. Perhaps that’s because a goodly 
number of us seem to have a rather uneasy relation-
ship with the Mother of our Lord. We’re just not sure 
what we ought to do with her. We know she’s the 
Mother of Jesus – and therefore, technically, the 
mother of God. But in spite of her special role in the 
overall scheme of God’s plan for the salvation of sin-
ners, we don’t worship Mary, nor do we pray to her. 
In fact, this is what our Lutheran Confessions say 
concerning Mary: “Even though Mary is worthy of 
the highest honors, she does not want to be put on the 
same level as Christ, but {rather desires} to have her 
example considered and followed.” 

So, if according to our Lutheran Confessions 
we’re to follow Mary’s example, what does that look 
like? I’d like to suggest that we can learn a lot about 
Mary’s example from what’s come to be known as 
the song of Mary – the Magnificat – the reading 
which immediately follows this morning’s Gospel. 
The Latin word “magnificat” means to “magnify” or 
to “glorify” – which is exactly what Mary was sing-
ing about: “My soul magnifies the Lord.” And is that 
not the attitude each of us should have when speaking 
about Jesus and His gracious work to save sinners? 
Yes it is. And it’s precisely for that reason that this 
Song of Mary, since very early on, has been called 
the song of the Church. 

To be sure, it’s been prayed and sung by countless 
Christians throughout the ages. In good times and 
bad, times of famine and times of plenty, the song of 
Mary has flowed over the lips of God’s people. It’s 
given hope where there was no hope, comfort to the 
weak of heart, and relief for those who suffer as it 
fearlessly points repentant sinners to their Savior, Je-
sus Christ – our only Hope and Anchor in times of 
trouble and distress. What we have here in this song 
of Mary is what you might call the Great Reversal. 
What I mean is that in our world, it’s more often than 
not those who are rich, those who are powerful, and 
those who are strong who succeed and do well. We 
teach this “so-called” truth to our children, and we try 
live by it ourselves. The “American way” is that if 
you’re going to get anywhere, you have to pick your-

self up by the bootstraps and do it – because after all, 
and as everyone knows, independence and ingenuity 
is what equals power – and power will get you what 
you want! 

I suspect that just about everyone believes this to 
be true. After all, it’s hard not to pick up a newspa-
per, turn on the television, or surf the Internet without 
stumbling across a human interest story about some-
one who overcame impossible odds yet still managed 
to succeed and triumph. Not long ago, for example, I 
watched a show featuring the story of a young man 
who – though having been born without arms – still 
somehow had managed to master and excel at the 
game of tennis. The human will and spirit can ac-
complish amazing when a person puts their mind to 
it. But the problem is that we often deceive ourselves 
when we believe the same thing is true with regard to 
our relationship with God. When you buy into the 
myth that you can do it all yourself, it isn’t much of a 
leap to believe God has no part in your life. After all, 
why do you need God? Your have MasterCard! Why 
does Jesus have to die for your sins? You’re not so 
far gone that you can’t make your own way into 
heaven. And if you’re going to be honest, these are 
exactly the kinds of temptations that Christians all 
over the world face almost daily in this secularized, 
Christ-less “holiday” season. 

Now compare that way of thinking with these 
words of Mary: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my 
spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.” Very simply, 
Mary is just saying that her soul – her very being – 
exalts and glorifies the Lord, while her spirit delights 
in God, her Savior. But the keyword here isn’t 
Mary’s soul or spirit, but rather the word “Savior.” 
Savior is such a simple word – a word quite easy 
glossed over and forgotten. Imagine, the mother of 
God in need of a Savior! Mary wasn’t perfect or 
without sin. To be sure, like us, she was a poor, mis-
erable sinner who wasn’t worthy of the mercy of 
God. 

And if the mother of God was sinful and in need 
of a Savior, how much more so do you need Him? 
After all, Mary has long been considered to be the 
model of faithfulness and purity – and yet, she still 
considered herself to be nothing more than a simple 



  

recipient of God’s grace. What about your attitude 
toward sin? I mean, none of us are perfect, but you’re 
all not that bad, are you? Have you killed anyone? 
Have you stolen a car, robbed a bank or committed 
adultery? Most would say: “No!” But the truth is you 
have done all these things – for as the Scriptures 
plainly teach, even thinking about such things is the 
same as “doing the deed.” So, in thought, word and 
action you really and truly are a sinner who deserves 
damnation and God’s judgment. It was true of Mary, 
and it’s most certainly true of you and me. 

And that takes us back to what Luther called the 
Great Reversal. Think again of the words Mary she 
sang in the Magnificat. The mighty are brought low, 
and the lowly are lifted up. Time and time again 
Mary brings out the truth that in God’s eyes, it’s not 
the mighty, the powerful, or the influential who hold 
positions of importance. Rather, it’s those who are 
crushed, burdened with sin, and sick of heart, who 
are lifted up and comforted – even as John the Baptist 
taught us in last week’s Gospel. What a switch that 
God would crush the mighty and purify the lowly. 
But remember, being lowly doesn’t mean having 
some kind of false religiosity or piety. Mary wasn’t 
talking religious babble. That’s what the world thinks 
of when it thinks of religion – that those who pray the 
best, sing the loudest, or who can get the biggest 
emotional response out of people with the words they 
say have a “closer walk with God.” But that’s cer-
tainly not an attitude of lowliness. It’s pride. It’s a 
false belief that we actually have something to offer 
God which will affect His attitude toward us. 

In contrast, the amazing thing about the Christian 
faith, properly understood, is that it doesn’t have any-
thing to offer God. Faith only receives what God 
freely gives in His Son. God isn’t up there in heaven 
dictating to us what we ought to and how we ought to 
live our lives. Instead, He’s here among us – in the 
womb of Mary, in the midst of His people, on the 
cross, in the tomb, or walking by the Sea of Galilee 
with His disciples. And He’s here with us today as 
well – in His preaching, in His Word, in Holy Bap-
tism, and in His Supper. Our Lord isn’t standing in 
some corner far away from his people. No, He’s here, 
right now, in our midst, for you. 

That’s the Great Reversal – that God, the One who 
truly deserves to be glorified and magnified as Lord 
over all of creation, instead receives death on a cross. 
You and I, on the other hand, deserve death, damna-
tion and hell for our sin and rebellion against God 
and His ways, but instead He gives us life, the for-

giveness of sins, and eternal salvation. That’s the 
mystery of the Great Reversal. Why would God love 
you so much? Why would He give you so lavishly of 
Himself, and then keep on giving His gifts to you 
even though you disobey and ignore Him? The truth 
is that He can do nothing else because that’s who He 
is. And that, dear friends, that is why the Virgin, 
sings her song. That’s why Mary was able to sing 
about the fact that all generations from that day for-
ward would call her blessed. Mary wasn’t blessed 
because she was so wonderful or perfect. She was 
blessed because Jesus Christ came into our world by 
means of her flesh – and now you are blessed all the 
more. 

You are blessed because Jesus still continues to 
come among us in His flesh. Here, at this Holy Altar, 
where the very body and blood of our Savior is dis-
tributed, the Word made flesh gives you these tokens 
to eat and drink for your salvation. Here is the place 
where the Great Reversal is given out for you. Here 
Jesus comes to restore life where there was nothing 
but death. When you recognize your sin and come to 
the Table of the Lord, those sins are forgiven as you 
receive His gift of salvation in the medicine of im-
mortality. And whenever you do that, like Mary, 
you’re magnifying the Lord and rejoicing in the God 
of your salvation. 

 During these final hours of Advent, as we each 
prepare anew for the celebration of the coming of the 
Son of God in human flesh, it’s important, I think, to 
look once again to Mary’s example – and to consider 
what marvelous things God has done through her. 
And this we do so that you can see how His love for 
you extends beyond the grave to the empty tomb – so 
that you can see how this life of faith Mary lived is 
also still lived out in the Church today – so that you 
can see how this gift of life which only God can give 
is still being given to you in your Baptism – and fi-
nally so that you can see how this precious gift will 
carry you throughout your earthly journey toward 
that day when you enter into heaven with our Lord – 
where all of us, as God’s own dear children, will re-
joice and feast with Mary – yes, and with all the 
saints who have gone before us into heaven through 
faith in Jesus Christ. May it always be so for His 
name’s sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-
derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 
one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 


