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His Kingdom Will Never End 
Luke 1:26-38 
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December 20, 2020 – Fourth Sunday In Advent 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. I’m sure I don’t have to tell 
any of you that over the past few years our world has 
undergone a number of rather amazing transfor-
mations. There is, obviously, the specter of the 
worldwide Coronavirus pandemic still hanging over 
our herds. Then there’s the fact that the face of the 
Middle East has changed dramatically with the recent 
signing of peace treaties between a number of Arab 
nations and Israel – something no one ever thought 
possible. And it wasn’t really all that long ago that 
the world watched in disbelief as the Soviet Union 
collapsed, the Berlin Wall was torn down, and a se-
ries of independent states emerged. World history is 
full of such events, where one government collapses 
under its own weight while another emerges from the 
ashes. What we learn from all this is that the govern-
ments and kingdoms of this world often come and go 
at what seems to be – looking back on the process – 
an almost chaotic, breakneck speed. 

But now comes Gabriel – an angel sent from God 
– a messenger from the unseen realms of glory. He 
comes to a humble virgin maiden by the name of 
Mary who lives in a remote village bearing the name 
of Galilee. This angelic messenger was sent to inform 
Mary that soon she would bear and give birth to a 
Child – a Son – and that this Child would be none 
other than the Son of the Most High – the very Son of 
God! Gabriel declared to the Virgin that her Son’s 
kingdom – unlike the kingdoms of this world – would 
never end! The kingdom of this One who would 
come from heaven to assume a place in His own 
creation would never cease. This Son of God would 
reign forever, Supreme Ruler over all creation. 

In contrast to all the kingdoms of this world, 
God’s Son, the Crown Prince of Heaven, didn’t have 
His beginning here. He came instead from heaven 
above where He reigns forever with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit. The foundation of His rule, therefore, 
is based squarely on the fact that He Himself is none 
other than the one, holy, eternal God – David’s heir 
according to His human nature, yet pre-existent from 
eternity – “God over all” – the One alone who is for-
ever to be praised. He is the eternal Word which was 
with God, in God, and was God – the One in whom 

all things were created, seen and unseen. He was not 
only from the beginning, but before anything else 
even came into existence. Unlike the kingdoms of 
this world, the kingdom of Jesus is the eternal king-
dom of the everlasting Godhead! 

Yet even within Iraq, Afghanistan, Eastern Ger-
many, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Romania – 
where some of the more memorable oppressive earth-
ly regimes have fallen in recent years – even there 
Christians somehow managed to stand firm in their 
faith. While Christ may have officially been rejected 
in those lands – and while hundreds of Churches may 
have been forced against their will to shut their doors, 
still the rulers of those governments were never able 
to push the Lord Jesus out of the hearts and minds of 
His people. God’s kingdom still reigned despite eve-
ry effort to depose Him. And when that oppressive 
government was finally overthrown, God’s people 
once again flocked home to the Church – something I 
pray will also come to pass in our country following 
all the Coronavirus shutdowns. 

This happened because of fearless Christians who 
continued confessing their faith even though Christi-
anity had officially been outlawed – and because they 
weren’t afraid to tell others about the Savior even 
when their own life was on the line. And the Word of 
God and its proclamation continues to gather the 
elect into God’s kingdom even though earthly gov-
ernments in many places have made it illegal to speak 
the name of Jesus. Still, in spite of all the laws of 
men attempting to abolish Christianity, there are still 
people willing to become residents of that forbidden 
kingdom – willing to risk imprisonment and torture 
because they understand that they are citizens of 
heaven! These are a powerful witness to the truth of 
the 11th Chapter of St. John’s Revelation, where we 
read these words: “The seventh angel sounded his 
trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which 
said: ‘The kingdom of this world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will 
reign forever and forever.’” 

“Forever and forever!” He shall reign “forever and 
forever!” The sounds from the grand refrain of the 
“Hallelujah Chorus” and the finale from Handel’s 
“Messiah” ring loudly in our ears with this blessed 
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truth! Forever glorious in His Kingdom, Christ now 
reigns forever among His people! The Prophets were 
given a small glimpse that glory, and they expressed 
what God had revealed to them in the images of their 
own day. Listen again to their voices so that your 
eyes might also be opened to see anew the glorious 
kingdom of our Lord – His kingdom which will be a 
golden age of plenty, where friendship between God 
and man marks the end of what once had been hos-
tility, where there will be no pain nor suffering, death 
will be swallowed up forever, every tear will be 
wiped from our eyes, and everlasting peace will pre-
vail. 

What a grand, glorious privilege it is to be counted 
as a member of that kingdom. Our King, Jesus Christ, 
doesn’t draft you to be part of that kingdom, rather, 
He kindly invites you with His grace. Through His 
mercy, the door of that kingdom has now been 
opened to the likes of you and me! There isn’t a thing 
you could have done to merit a place in this kingdom, 
and yet, by grace, our Lord has chosen to give it to 
you through rebirth and new life! The Apostle Paul 
drives this point home when he writes, regarding 
Baptism, that “He saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit – whom He 
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that, having been justified freely by His 
grace, we might become heirs, having the hope of 
eternal life.” 

Beyond the angel’s words announcing our Lord’s 
birth, Mary could not have envisioned the future 
shape of her Son’s kingdom – that one day Church 
spires would rise tall on the horizons of cities and 
villages the world over – and that in those Churches 
millions upon millions of Christians would eventual-
ly gather to worship Her Son. Is it possible for you to 
fully comprehend what it will be like when we and 
all the saints who have gone on into heaven before us 
will be gathered around the throne of the Lamb 
washed clean in the blood He shed on Calvary’s 
cross? Yet, God’s promise is that day we will be 
standing there in that place. In Baptism you’ve al-
ready put off your old, sinful flesh and been clothed 
in the robes of Christ’s perfect righteousness. And, in 
the Lord’s Supper you truly receive His body and 
blood for the forgiveness of your sins. God’s king-
dom, you see, comes quietly, unobtrusively, and with 
little fanfare – almost silently, through Word and 
Sacrament. Here it’s a kingdom of grace. There it 
will be a kingdom of glory! 

Consider how the people of Rome looked back to 
that time when Saturn had supposedly been her king, 

and how the Greeks looked back to that golden age 
when all the world had been young. Pagan religions, 
you see, are generally of the opinion that the annual 
cycle of the seasons of the year will be repeated end-
lessly with no forward progress ever taking place. 
And even in our own country we have a tendency to 
want everything to be just like it was in the “good old 
days.” But contrast these worldly views with the 
Gospel of our Lord Christ – which is always and ever 
forward-looking. The cross, the empty tomb, and the 
Ascension of our Lord – all events from the past – 
don’t draw our attention backward, but rather draw it 
forward and upward. “For here {in this world} we do 
not have an enduring city,” St. Paul reminds us, “but 
we are looking for that city which is yet to come.” 

As God’s people we seek that kingdom whose 
foundation is in Him who is from everlasting to ever-
lasting. We seek that kingdom which comes to us 
through the Baptismal font where our sin is washed 
away – through the Scriptures, upon whose pages we 
find God’s will for us in Christ revealed – through 
the pulpit, from which the Gospel is preached into 
our ears – and through the Medicine of Immortality – 
Christ’s true body and blood – in which we receive 
orally in the Holy Supper the forgiveness of sins. We 
seek that kingdom which is invincible and victorious 
over every enemy – even the gates of hell – that 
kingdom which will never end! 

As Christians, when we see what much of the 
world – and even our own country – has become or is 
becoming, we might tend to be more than a little de-
pressed. The fact that Islam has grown so strong in 
that part of the world where the Gospel used to pre-
dominate is sometimes very disheartening. In Da-
mascus, for example, what was once the great Church 
of St. John the Baptist is now a Moslem mosque. 
Daily the heralds in that place call the Islamic faithful 
to prayer from the arches of that building which at 
one time resounded with hymns of praise to our Lord 
Jesus Christ. And yet – at least as recently as a few 
years ago – on one side of that mosque, above the 
entrance to the ancient Church, these words are still 
carved in stone – unobliterated thus far by the Mus-
lims: “Your kingdom, O Christ, is an everlasting 
kingdom!” Even today those who would climb up to 
read these words in the midst of a land dominated by 
the false god, Allah, are still able find in them God’s 
hope and encouragement – for as the Scriptures clear-
ly teach, the kingdom of our Lord Christ is an eternal 
kingdom, and of this kingdom there shall be no end. 
May God grant it always, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 


