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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. As you look for-

ward with anticipation to Christmas – which is 

now only a scant twelve days away for those of 

you who are counting – do you have any expecta-

tions about what that day is going to be like? Of 

course you do. Some of your expectations may 

be realistic, while some may be unrealistic. Some 

of your expectations may be great, some not so 

great. But many of your expectations may well 

be the direct result of the influence of others and 

how many of the people of this world view the 

Christmas holiday. But we all have some false 

expectations. And because this is true, this is also 

that time of year when the number of depression-

related illnesses is at its highest because people’s 

great expectations aren’t being met. 

But don’t be too hard on yourself. Unfulfilled 

great expectations have always been part of the 

human experience. In fact, in our Gospel text this 

morning we just read about some of the great ex-

pectations held by the people of John’s day. Did 

you notice how some of those who were talking 

with John had the expectation that John himself 

might have been the Christ – even though in 

verse 8 John made it crystal clear that he wasn’t? 

Did you also notice how some had the expecta-

tion he might be Elijah or another prophet come 

back from the dead? Even after John stated plain-

ly that his only mission was to proclaim the arri-

val of the Messiah, they continued questioning 

him – asking why, if he wasn’t any of these, did 

he continue to Baptize? They obviously had false 

expectations concerning the role and work of the 

Messiah. 

But, is it any different in our own day? If you 

were to go down to just about any shopping area 

in Kansas City and ask people two questions – 

first, “What is the purpose of the Christmas holi-

days?” and second, “What is the purpose of the 

birth and life of Jesus Christ?” – you’d probably 

end up with all kinds of different answers. Why? 

It certainly couldn’t be that the message concern-

ing Christ and Christmas hasn’t been proclaimed 

clearly. Indeed, you’d have to have lived under a 

rock all your life to have missed hearing about 

the history of Christmas and the One whose birth 

Christmas celebrates. 

The only logical explanation is that we are all 

more comfortable making up own version of re-

ality when we don’t like truth. Perhaps an exam-

ple might be appropriate here. Is it not a universal 

truth that no one is perfect? I’ve never run across 

anyone who didn’t agree with that assertion. 

However, do you think everyone means the same 

thing when they agree with that statement? Of 

course not! On one end of the scale you’ll find 

those who think this “little flaw in our nature” is 

due to the fact that we haven’t yet reached our 

full potential in the evolutionary process. Others 

are of the opinion that even though no one is per-

fect, it doesn’t matter anyway so long as you do 

your best. Then there’s God’s Word, which sees 

this as part and parcel of our sinful nature – the 

very thing which separates us from God. And fi-

nally, there are those who fall into a deep depres-

sion over this because they think by trying harder 

they ought to be able to overcome this universal 

human “shortcoming.” 

Even as Christians I’m sure every one of us 

could find something in each of these opinions to 

agree with. But what actually is the “truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth?” Of 

course I would expect you to say that the Biblical 

explanation is the only possible answer. But why 

doesn’t everyone – including us – understand this 

if it’s so obvious? I suspect it’s probably for the 

same reason that those who actually came into 

contact with Jesus during His earthly ministry 

refused to believe in Him – and the same reason 

many today still refuse to believe in Him. You’ve 
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heard all the excuses. Maybe you’ve even used 

some of them yourself. 

“I just can’t believe in a God who could create 

an imperfect world!” “I just can’t understand 

how God could hold someone accountable for 

their imperfections” “My God wouldn’t be so 

cruel as to send His Son to be crucified for the 

sins of others!” “My God loves everyone, and all 

He wants is that we each just do the best we can.” 

I could go on, but what’s basically wrong with 

each of these statements is that they have their 

origin in the minds of people who have made up 

their own expectations of God – who He ought to 

be, and how He ought to behave. And each of 

them have absolutely no foundation in reality! 

They’re all based upon what we – according to 

our own fallen human nature – might expect God 

be to do. But friends, with God you need to ex-

pect the unexpected! 

Since it’s beyond human “reason” to expect 

the unexpected from God, many still refuse to 

believe even when confronted with irrefutable 

evidence. After all, while it’s unquestionably be-

yond reason to expect that in a world of darkness 

we should be able to see any light, yet, that’s ex-

actly what the Scriptures record. Throughout the 

New Testament Jesus Christ is described as the 

Light of God’s grace shining forth in the total 

darkness of this sin-filled world. He is the Light 

which shines in the darkness of our sin-hardened 

hearts. But because this is beyond human reason, 

many refuse to see this Light even when it’s shin-

ing its brightest. 

Is it not beyond human reason to believe that 

around 2,000 years ago a Child whose Father was 

God Himself was born to a young virgin maiden 

in the city of Bethlehem – and that this Child, be-

cause He was God’s Son, actually had no human 

father? Yet that’s exactly what happened. Is it 

reasonable to believe that God could love you so 

much that He’d go to such great lengths to save 

you from your sin by sending this Child into the 

world to suffer and die on a cross for you? Of 

course not, but is that not exactly how the Scrip-

tures report it? And is that not in keeping with 

the idea that with God you should expect the un-

expected? 

When John came into this world, people ex-

pected the expected. They looked for God to 

work among them according to their own expec-

tations. They looked for Him to rule with power 

and might – in ways they could see with their 

eyes and touch with their hands. But it was not to 

be. Instead of the expected, God did the unex-

pected. He allowed His only Begotten Son to be 

born of a virgin. He sent Him into this hate-filled 

world to be crucified by sinful men so that sinful 

men could live forever. He proclaimed His Son’s 

coming not with the fanfare trumpets of angel 

legions, but by the mouth of a man who lived as 

a hermit in the desert, wore clothing made of 

camels’ hair, and ate locusts and wild honey as a 

steady diet. 

And each year at Christmas – in the same un-

expected way – God reminds you that with Him 

you should expect the unexpected. Were you to 

approach God with the expectation that He will 

act as you might expect Him to act, He would 

have to smite you for your sin and cast you into 

the depths of hell. Unexpectedly though, God 

doesn’t do that. Instead He graciously calls you 

to be His own and to live under Him in His king-

dom forever through the merits of the Virgin’s 

Son. He invites you to call Him Father and to be 

a member of His family. He declares you to be 

sinless even though you are filled with sin. Dear 

Christian, God has called you to expect the unex-

pected – and to receive it with great joy. In Christ 

Jesus our Lord, God has done the unexpected in 

your life. And for the sake of His Son, He will 

continue in it even until that Last Great Day 

when He unexpectedly comes to take you home 

to with Him to live forever in heaven. May it al-

ways be so, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 

in that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life ev-

erlasting. Amen. 

 


