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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Have you ever been in a situa-

tion where the air was so charged with excitement that 

you could hardly contain yourself? Maybe it was the 

day of your wedding. Perhaps it was while you were 

waiting for a loved one to return home. Or, perchance, 

it may have been when you were very little and could 

hardly wait until Christmas morning so you could final-

ly open your presents. Well, I suspect the ministry of 

John the Baptist generated that same sort of excitement 

amongst the people of his day. Wherever John went, the 

air was charged with the news that he was near. Though 

there were no radio or television stations to herald 

John’s arrival, the news spread far and wide, nonethe-

less. One person told another, those folks told someone 

else, and soon the news had reached every area of the 

community. Word of mouth can be a very powerful 

tool. 

When people came to hear John speak, however, 

they didn’t find him to be quite as slick or well-

groomed as the television preachers of our day. What 

they found was a rugged man in scratchy clothing made 

from camel’s hair uttering some very strong words 

about the need for repentance and the forgiveness of 

sins. The message he proclaimed wasn’t about how God 

was going to bless people with money and earthly pos-

sessions – as is so common today. It had been 400 years 

since an acknowledged prophet from God had last spo-

ken. The souls of people were hungry. They knew what 

John had to say was vitally important in their prepara-

tions for the coming of the Messiah – and even more 

importantly, for their eternal welfare. 

During this season of Advent as you’re preparing 

yourself for the coming of the only Son of God in the 

manger of Bethlehem, it will likewise serve you well to 

hear once again the message proclaimed by John to the 

people of his day – to hear again John’s call to repent-

ance and faith – to be reminded of the most important 

message you’ll hear in all your lifetime – and not only 

just at Christmas – that message of repentance and faith 

which God uses to bring our Savior and His forgiveness 

into your life. The problem with this message, however, 

is that sin isn’t a very popular subject. Many reject the 

entire concept as old-fashioned, or a throwback to the 

“superstitions” of our ancestors. Whenever the subject 

of sin comes up, our Old Adam begins to protest – and 

loudly! Perhaps others – like criminals and drug-dealers 

– are sinful, but not “nice people” like us! The problem 

isn’t whether or not sin is popular. It has to be popular, 

because everyone is doing it! Nor is the problem 

whether we’re willing to acknowledge our sins. It’s ra-

ther that unless and until we see our sins for what they 

are and what they’re doing to us, we’ll never see any 

need for forgiveness, feel any urge to turn to God, have 

any need of a Savior, or have any chance for healing. 

Our souls will be eternally lost and bound for hellfire. 

A number of years ago I was talking with someone 

who told me – without any explanation – that they no 

longer wanted to be a member of our Church. As you 

might imagine, I was curious to find out why. So, I 

probed further for an answer. Finally this person told 

me they didn’t like the idea of the confession of sins at 

the beginning of the service – or the fact that in my 

sermons I frequently made reference to the reality that 

all of us, without exception, are all sinners. I was told 

this practice was antiquated, and that if we wanted our 

Church to grow we would have to cease and desist from 

this practice. Sadly, however, I think what really hap-

pened was that these words must have hit home and 

didn’t settle very well with this person. The words of 

forgiveness – which must always predominate in the 

proclamation of God’s Word – had somehow been 

missed, so all this person saw was a scathing accusation 

of their sin. 

Dear friends, I pray none of you will ever lose sight 

of the necessity for repentance in your own life! But, I 

pray also that none of you will miss hearing about the 

full and free forgiveness God offers us all in the Person 

and work of His Son. You see, sin does alienate you 

and make you an enemy of God – unfriendly, unheed-

ing, and uncaring. When sin reigns in your life, it forces 

you to exclude God from everything. Or, as the prophet 

Isaiah wrote: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we 

have all turned, every one, to his own way...” It’s not 

merely that we don’t want to turn around – even though 

deep down inside we may feel we ought to – it’s rather 

that we cannot turn around – unless God enables it. 

This is the blessed message of Advent and Christmas 

– that God in Christ has come into our fallen world 

seeking us and our salvation. He comes to us where we 
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are – even in the midst of our dirt and our filth. He 

pleads with us: “Come now, let us reason together. 

Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white 

as snow. Though they are red like crimson, they shall 

be as wool.” We can, and often do, resist God’s pleas, 

but His love is always turning us back around to look at 

Him. And what we see when we look isn’t the face of 

an angry God, but instead, the face of a loving Creator 

who has chosen to save us through the shedding of the 

lifeblood of His own dear Son spilled for all on a cross 

of wood. 

Sin, then, is what alienates us from God, but it’s also 

what keeps us from wanting to be reconciled with God. 

There are lots of sins of which we are guilty, but the 

most serious all is idolatry – because idolatry lies be-

hind all the rest. I know, there’s probably no one here 

who has an altar in their home dedicated to some “god” 

other than the one true God – even though if you looked 

closely I suspect you’d find pagan origins for many of 

the trinkets on display in your home. But the sin of 

idolatry is that we make the one true God a “god” of 

our own design and making who is no longer angry 

over our sin – a God who allows us to live our lives the 

way we want to live them – without any regard whatso-

ever for His will. 

Let me give you an illustration. In the now defunct 

Time Magazine a number of years ago there was an ar-

ticle entitled “Kingdoms To Come,” which attempted to 

describe what religious life was going to look like 100 

years from now. The article said: “Theology is a dying 

art. School children are ignorant of the Bible and hence 

bereft of their spiritual heritage ... The colorful creeds 

from older times are tiny or extinct.” Next it went on to 

note how much of religion in the future would be a “no-

demand faith.” Then finally it made this very interesting 

observation. “The triumph of feminist religion will 

cause many Christians ... to shun references to God in 

personal terms – in other words, no more ‘Lord’ or 

‘Heavenly Father.’ And this, in turn, will strengthen the 

groups that worship a mysterious nature-force, or seek 

to deify themselves.” 

Sadly, I’m afraid that article wasn’t talking about the 

future. It was speaking about our present day. It’s a per-

fect description of idolatry – and is ultimately nothing 

more than a restatement of the lie Satan foisted upon 

our first parents as they considered sinking their teeth 

into the forbidden fruit: “You shall become like God!” 

Maybe you’ve never thought of the things you do as 

attempts to be like God – but they are. When you disre-

gard what God has clearly revealed to you as Truth, and 

then substitute your own version of Truth its place, 

that’s precisely what you’re doing. If we could only 

recognize the importance of seeing God as He really is 

– and acknowledging Him as He has revealed Himself 

to us (and not as we’d like Him to be) – we’d have far 

less difficulty seeing how to live the rest of your life 

under His directing. 

And so, in John’s words, we see a great need to bow 

down before our Lord in true, Godly repentance. We 

must acknowledge that no matter how distasteful this 

matter of our sins might seem, we must finally believe 

that our sins are great and grievous to God. And then, 

we need to cling to the fact that the grace of God is al-

ways greater than any of our sins could ever be. John 

makes that point quite clear in this text when he directs 

us to the One who is greater – who came in time to 

break sin’s hold on us – who came as a Consuming Fire 

which – yet, for the sake of God’s great mercy – did not 

consume us. 

As Jesus comes to you through His cradle and cross 

– which are yours through Word, water, bread and wine 

– when He freely forgives you of every sin and breaks 

sin’s death grip on you, those rough roads in your life 

will begin to smooth out. Our Lord Christ will make the 

crooked places straight and fill up the valleys. Even 

though sin will always still cling to you on this side of 

eternity – and serve as a strong reminder that the devil 

is always close at hand to do what he can to drag you 

down into his kingdom of darkness – the Holy Spirit 

will still lead you through those rough times. He will 

guide and motivate both your service to God and to 

your neighbor in whatever station of life you might find 

yourself. In Christ Jesus God has made you to be a light 

to reflect His love into the darkness of our fallen world. 

With the power of the Gospel He has made you like salt 

to preserve the people of this world from destruction 

until He comes again in glory on the Last Day to bring 

an end to all things. 

God has not called you to withdraw from this world 

simply because you no longer belong to it. Rather, He 

has made you more aware of the fact that He who once 

came in the flesh is coming again in Glory. He has giv-

en you life in this time so that you might be a preserva-

tive and a catalyst in the midst of this wicked, perverse 

generation. And He’s called you to live each day anew 

in the power of His forgiveness. Enjoy it, for Jesus’ 

sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 

true faith in Christ Jesus unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


