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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Did you catch how many digni-
taries were listed in this morning’s Gospel reading? 
There was Tiberius Caesar, stepson of Augustus Caesar, 
the monarch who was reigning at the time of Jesus’ 
birth. There was Pontius Pilate, the governor of Judea, 
who was ruling over most of the region in and around 
the city of Jerusalem. Then, of course there were the 
others – less well known, perhaps, but certainly just as 
important, Herod, Philip and Lysanias, Tetrarchs of the 
surrounding regions – as well as Annas and Caiaphas, 
who were serving as high priests. 

Have you ever wondered why – what with all the 
important people living in Jesus’ day – why God would 
extend a call to John the Baptist to prepare the way for 
the coming of His Christ? Who was John, that God 
should have chosen him? John was a rough, gruff, 
wizened character who lived out in the desert, wore a 
camel’s hair coat, and survived on a diet of wild honey 
and locusts. He certainly wasn’t the kind of man most 
fathers would be glad to see their daughters bring home 
as a husband! John, shall we say, was cut from a differ-
ent bolt of cloth and ran with a different crowd than the 
priests and all the other dignitaries in this text. But in 
spite of his rather offbeat upbringing and unusual life-
style, John was the man God chose. 

Consider Abraham, whom God chose to be the fa-
ther of all those who would believe. Who was Abraham 
that God should have chosen him? Abraham’s father, 
Terah, was a pagan – a polytheist who worshiped many 
so-called “gods.” Even Abraham himself, as the Scrip-
tures attest, was a bit of a liar – a coward willing to 
represent his wife as his sister and then give her over to 
be part of a king’s harem because of fear over what the 
king might do to him if he didn’t. Nonetheless, Abra-
ham was still God’s choice. 

And what about the shepherd-boy-later-to-become-
King – David, the one whom God chose to stand up 
against the giant, Goliath? Out of all the eight sons of 
Jesse, David was probably least likely to be chosen for 
such a monumental task. In terms of age, might and 
strength, any of his brothers would probably have been 
better suited to fight for the cause of Israel against the 
champion of the Philistines. In fact, it was reported that 
when David put on his King’s armor he was barely able 
to stand upright beneath it’s weight. Still, when all was 
said and done – and after all the rest of Jesse’s other 
seven sons had passed in review before Samuel, the 

prophet – he said: “The Lord has not chosen any of 
these.” But when David was finally brought to stand 
before Samuel, he said: “This is the one God has cho-
sen!” 

And what about the infancy of the New Testament 
Church when God chose Saul of Tarsus – later known 
as Paul – an unbeliever – to carry the precious Gospel 
of Christ out into all the world? Prior to his conversion, 
Saul traveled from one land to another binding Chris-
tians in chains and carrying them off to their death. 
Still, in God’s way of choosing those who would serve 
Him, Paul, as it turns out, was the one who would later 
bind Satan with the powerful Word of God which was 
given to him to write down in the New Testament. It 
was this feared and hated persecutor of the Church – 
this man who despised the whole concept of grace – 
who would later confess boldly and courageously 
before kings and princes the very same faith he once 
loathed – who would later write of Jesus: “though He 
was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so that 
you, through His poverty, might become rich” in the 
things of God. 

But getting back to this morning’s text, I want you to 
note how God called John from out of the wilderness to 
preach about a Baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins. John didn’t have the pedigree or posi-
tion of a Tiberius – or even the status enjoyed by the 
high priests, Annas and Caiaphas. But He was, nonethe-
less, God’s choice. And through God’s choosing of 
John, each and every one of us – each and every one of 
you – have now been called to a life of repentance – 
called to consider anew how sin has destroyed our 
relationship with God and others – called to turn from 
this evil and quit sinning altogether. To be sure, that’s 
what the word “repent” literally means – to turn around 
and travel in a different direction. 

God’s wants you to rightly see your sin – and sin-
ning in general – as a great, mortal danger to your soul, 
a threat to your relationship with God, and a serious 
offence and affront against our almighty King and 
Creator. King David, after committing adultery with 
Bathsheba – after lying about it and plotting to hide his 
sin – after murdering Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah – and 
then finally after having been confronted with the 
gravity of it all by Nathan, his pastor – fell to his knees, 
and pleaded to God saying: “I acknowledge my trans-
gressions, and my sin is always before me. Against 



You, You only, have I sinned, and done this evil in 
Your sight.” 

David’s sorrow and contrition – brought about by 
the Word of God as his pastor delivered it to him and 
exposed his sin in all its raw ugliness – certainly could 
not have been a very pleasant experience. It most defi-
nitely wasn’t something you and I would have rejoiced 
in had we found ourselves on the receiving end of 
Nathan’s rebuke. But the fact is, that without repent-
ance there can be no salvation! Without repentance 
there can be no hope of forgiveness! That’s why God 
has called you to a life of repentance – because no 
matter how hard you might try, the sad truth is you’ll 
never be able to stop sinning, and you’ll never run out 
of sins to confess – which is why, when you confess 
your sins before God here in the Divine Service each 
week, you’re acknowledging that you’ve sinned against 
Him “In thought, word and deed – both by what you’ve 
done and by what you’ve left undone.” That you not 
only haven’t loved God with your whole heart, but that 
neither have you loved “your neighbor as yourself.” 

That’s why, as Luther himself taught, we’ve always 
understood that the entire Christian life must be one of 
continual repentance – an incessant turning away from 
sin, and a persistent looking to Jesus for the purity of 
heart which only He can give through His own life-
blood shed on Calvary’s cross for sinners. Dear children 
of God, you have been chosen for repentance. God has 
not only chosen you to confess and turn away from 
your sin, but also to believe that on the cross our dear 
Lord Jesus Christ has already taken your sin away. God 
has chosen you to confess your sin before Him in the 
full confidence that He will always forgive you – in-
deed, that He has already forgiven you for the sake of 
His Son. He’s calling you to give that sin back to Him 
by placing it on the shoulders of Jesus, who has already 
borne it in your place and taken it to the cross. 

Are you feeling worry – a serious sin which reveals 
a lack of trust in God’s goodness and mercy? Are you 
overwhelmed with doubt, sadness, frustration, discon-
tent or anger? Who wouldn’t be with the state of the 
world we live in today? Is something else troubling 
you? You need to know that whatever sin might be 
disturbing you, nevertheless God has still chosen you 
for repentance – which more importantly means He’s 
chosen you to receive His forgiveness. During Advent, 
as you prepare for the celebration of our Savior’s Incar-
nation, God’s most fervent desire for you is that you 
keep your eyes directed toward the blessed cross upon 

which His Son was crucified for your sin – that cross 
upon which He connected you to Himself through the 
water of Holy Baptism – the fruits of which He regular-
ly feeds you here at this Altar whenever you partake of 
His Son’s very own body and blood – the Medicine of 
Immortality – in the Holy Supper. 

Could there be anything more marvelous than that 
our Lord has given us the privilege of witnessing the 
choices He makes right here at this font – that place 
where He deigns to wash sinners free from their sin and 
makes them His own – where He reminds you that you 
didn’t choose Him, but that He chose you? Could there 
be anything more blessed than to hear from the mouth 
of the one whom God has chosen to shepherd you, that 
your sins have been forgiven and forgotten for the sake 
of Jesus? And could there be any taste more heavenly 
than in that moment when you partake of the Holy Meal 
of our Savior’s flesh and blood – wherein He freely 
bestows on His children all the benefits of His work to 
save us? Try as you might, there’s no way you could 
ever even begin to understand these great mysteries of 
the faith – much less how it is that God has chosen you 
to be His child. You know deep down inside that no 
matter what anyone says you’ve never had it within 
yourself to make the kinds of choices you need to make. 
But when God reached down and touched you with 
water and His Word, you believed – and at that moment 
the angels in heaven rejoiced as God transferred you 
from the kingdom of darkness into His kingdom of 
light. 

God has chosen you for repentance, dear Christian – 
even as He also chose a rough man living in the wilder-
ness to bring you to a Baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. This same God chose you who 
chose for His own Son a manger over a palace, a crown 
of thorns over a bejeweled headdress, and a cross over a 
throne. Though God’s choices aren’t the choices you 
would have made, in the end, you have no choice but to 
give Him most hearty thanks for choosing you in His 
Son, Jesus Christ – for it’s that choice which has 
brought you salvation and an eternal dwelling place 
with God through the life and merit of his Son – a fact 
for which we all now give thanks to our gracious God 
and Father through His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ – 
to whom be glory, honor, and praise everlasting – 
forever and ever. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 
true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


