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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Every time we recite the 

Apostles’ Creed, we are confessing with the saints of 

every age – including those who are still living now: “I 

believe in the holy Christian Church, the Communion 

of saints.” And on those Sunday’s when we use the 

Nicene Creed, we’re making a very similar 

confession: “I believe in one holy, Christian, and 

Apostolic Church.” But have you ever wondered why 

we say: “I believe” – as opposed to, “I know?” The 

reason we confess our faith this way is because neither 

of these two ancient Creeds of Christendom give us 

the freedom to point with our finger and say with 

certainly, “Here is the Church,” “There is the 

Church,” “This group is the Church,” or “These 

people are the Church.” Indeed, no such luxury is 

available to those who live by these Creeds. Instead, 

these Creeds force each and every one of us to actually 

ignore what we see with our eyes or perceive with our 

senses! And so, because the Church cannot be seen or 

discerned by human eye or senses – you and I are left 

with no choice but to confess the faith with these 

words: “I believe!” 

When you and I confess together: “I believe in the 

holy Christian Church, the Communion of saints,” 

what we’re confessing is an unshakeable hope, faith, 

and yes, firm conviction, that these things we’re 

speaking of do indeed exist even though they might 

remain entirely unseen and hidden to us throughout 

our lifetime – and we remain entirely incapable of 

experiencing them in any empirical, measurable way. 

After all, where are you supposed to look if you want 

to find a Church such as the One described in either of 

these Creeds? What I mean is, where could you 

possibly find a Church that’s truly Holy – or 

absolutely “Christian” in every way? Are you going to 

find such a Church hidden in a building like this one – 

filled with people – sinless people? It wouldn’t matter 

one iota which congregation you chose, for the 

shocking truth is that there isn’t a Church anywhere 

on the face of the earth whose pews don’t contain just 

as many idolaters, slanderers, blasphemers, adulterers, 

murderers, abusers, thieves and drunkards as you 

might find anywhere else in the rest of the world! Yet, 

as we just heard a few moments ago – even though 

Paul was well aware of this fact – he was still able to 

address this letter “to the Church of God – yes, the 

Church of God  – which is in Corinth.” 

You and I would never have been able to figure that 

out simply by looking at the people of the Corinthian 

congregation. Yet even though we are unable to see it, 

the fact is, they were still Christians – because being a 

Christian isn’t something that can be measured by 

outward signs or indicators. Whether a person is a 

Christian or not is something only God Himself is able 

to discern. Those who were Christians in the 

Corinthian congregation were Christians because God 

had made them Christians. He had made them 

Christians through the power and working of the Holy 

Spirit in Word and Sacrament. In God’s eyes they 

were one body and one Church – and yet, there were 

still a great many divisions among them. The 

congregation was split into all sorts of factions, with 

each group – shall we say – so hell-bent on having its 

own way and meeting its own needs, that the 

requirements of all the others were often trampled 

underfoot. 

Among other things, Paul tells us how, at this 

congregation’s love-feasts, the people would gobble 

up the food so fast that no thought was given as to 

whether the other members were going to have enough 

to eat. Not only that, but they also openly tolerated 

public acts of immorality and unchristian behavior. 

And as if that wasn’t enough, not one of the members 

of that Church thought it necessary to call those 

committing such deeds to repentance. They were so 

busy exalting and building themselves up that they 

turned their backs on the will of God – the will of God 

which told them that the gifts they’d been given were 

to be used only in service to God and their neighbor – 

“for the common good” of all. 

Sadly, however, the things that were happening in 

Corinth are still happening in every single Christian 

congregation in existence today. And you know that 

just as well as I do – which only goes to prove that you 

can’t just simply look into a building such as this one 

and see holy people, because there isn’t a one of us 

here today who – at least in God’s eyes – would appear 

to be even the least bit holy. If it weren’t for God’s 



Word and the gift of His Sacraments freely given to us 

for Christ’s sake, we wouldn’t look like a Church at 

all. So, where would you go to look if you wanted to 

find this “holy Christian Church” – this “Communion 

of saints” we confess each week in the Creeds? Should 

you look to a corporate Church body such as our own 

– the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod? I should hope 

not! Like the Church in Corinthian, we have people in 

the Missouri Synod today who have filed lawsuits 

against each other. Like the Corinthians, there are 

people in our Synod who have turned worship into 

chaos and disarray as they focus more on what people 

do for themselves rather than on what God is doing for 

us. Like the Corinthians, our Synod sadly even has 

some who have been “influenced and led astray to 

mute idols.” So the things Paul wrote about here in this 

letter are not someone else’s sin. This is our collective 

sin, and each of us to a person – with the Corinthians – 

must repent and return to God. 

So where does that leave you? If you can’t find 

holiness in an individual congregation – or even a 

Church body – where should you look? Should you 

look inside yourself? What holiness could possibly be 

found in that dark place we call our heart and mind? 

The only holiness to be found there is the kind of 

holiness which comes to us from Another – the kind of 

holiness that’s like “a light shining in the dark.” It isn’t 

us, but rather God, who made His light “shine in our 

hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” This is the 

holiness which takes root in you through the power of 

your Baptism – so that we might be called “the Church 

of God” – “those who have been sanctified and made 

holy in Christ Jesus” – even as St. Paul teaches in the 

first verse of today’s reading. 

Ultimately, you see, we each have to say: “I believe 

the Church is holy,” not because She looks, acts, or 

sounds holy, but because God has declared that she is 

holy – and that solely for the sake of Jesus’ suffering, 

death and resurrection. That’s why I can still say I 

believe my brothers and sisters in the Missouri Synod 

are holy – even though they often do things that appear 

anything but holy. They are holy because God has 

made them holy on account of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. This is my faith and confession, dear 

Christian – and I pray that it’s yours also. I may 

wholeheartedly believe that – with St. Paul – I am the 

“chief of sinners” and “less than the least of all God’s 

people.” Yet in spite of that, I know I am holy only 

because our crucified, risen Savior has made it so. He 

is faithful, and His faithfulness is what covers and 

drowns my unfaithfulness. 

This, you see, this is what the Christian faith is all 

about. You and I may go on believing that each of us 

are the “chief of sinners” and “less than the least of all 

God’s people” – but you dare not stop there! You need 

to listen again to the words of this Epistle – written not 

only to those in Corinth, but also to you and me. You 

are also one of “those {who are} sanctified in Christ 

Jesus and called to be holy – together with all those 

everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” Yet, even though your daily life may reflect 

some of the holiness that’s now yours in Christ, it 

really matters little in the end how holy you might 

look. What matters is what God says about you! And 

even though you may still struggle in various ways 

with your brothers and sisters – both in the world and 

in this congregation – that doesn’t matter, either. What 

matter is that God has incorporated you into one Body, 

and that each of us together are members of “the Body 

of Christ.” What matters is the promise which has 

been spoken to each of us in this Epistle – namely that 

our Lord and God “will keep us strong to the end, so 

that we will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

So, when all say together: “I believe in the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints,” what 

we’re saying is that we believe God alone – through 

the suffering, death and resurrection of His own dear 

Son – has created this blessed, holy, yet unseen reality 

we call the Church. We’re also saying that we believe 

God will continue to preserve and sustain this unseen, 

holy Christian Church with His ongoing presence 

among us – even as He continues to gather us around 

His powerful Word and His Gifts of water, bread, 

wine, body and blood. But mostly what we’re saying 

is that we believe God’s faithfulness – repeatedly and 

unfailingly shown to us through these simple, 

ordinary, everything means – has already “enriched 

[us] in every way” – in speech, knowledge, faith, 

hope, love, endurance, and very soon, resurrection and 

eternal life with God in His heaven. May it always be 

so, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 

one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 


