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† † † † † † † 

In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen. According to the stand-

ards of this world, the Christian Church does eve-

rything completely backwards. For instance, by 

now, most people have probably put up or taken 

out of storage at least some of their Christmas 

decorations. Even last night in a mad rush to get 

our act together our congregation was getting 

ready for Advent and Christmas as we put up the 

Tree, the garland and all the other decorations that 

go along with the season – although we know the 

actual celebration of Christmas won’t take place 

until December 25th. Of course, at the same time 

there are plenty of folks who are dreading or 

dreaming of the fearsome task and all the prepara-

tions that still lie ahead. There will be parties and 

all kinds of other events, and people will tradition-

ally be much more inclined to outwardly act more 

cheerful toward others between now and the end of 

the year. So, sooner or later everyone will shortly 

be getting ready for Christmas. And to be sure, as 

I’m certain you all know, it’s a good thing to be 

prepared. 

That’s why we Lutherans always take extra care 

to be prepared – in actuality, four weeks, to be 

precise. The royal blue paraments drape the Chan-

cel furniture, I’m wearing a matching blue preach-

ing stole, the blue lights on the tree and the garland 

hanging from the rafter proclaim this as a season 

of anticipation and hope. Before you know it 

Christmas will be here and we’ll all be listening to 

and singing carols and wishing one another a Mer-

ry Christmas. That’s why, when Christmas is all 

around us wherever you go, it must seem rather 

strange that we are beginning this holy season of 

Advent with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 

as He makes His way to Calvary’s cross to suffer 

and die for the sin of the world. According to the 

standards of the world it would seem more appro-

priate for us to listen the story of Zacharias and 

Elizabeth as they prepared for the arrival of their 

new baby boy who would be named John. It would 

seem more logical for us to hear the familiar ac-

count of Mary and Joseph as they made their way 

to cattle stall near the in where they were visited 

by angels on the night of Jesus’ birth. But don’t be 

in such a rush. Wait quietly on God’s time and be 

patient. All those things are coming, but there’s 

some unfinished business we need to take care of 

before we turn our attention to the first Advent of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

The unfinished business we’ll be hearing about 

this week and next concerns Jesus’ Second Advent 

–  His Second Coming on the Last Day. Advent, 

you see, is more than just a time to get ready for 

the arrival of Christmas. The purpose for Advent it 

to prepare you to receive our King of Kings when 

He returns triumphantly to judge the living and the 

dead. And to be sure, the First Advent couldn’t be 

more different than the Second. Our Lord’s first 

Advent is all about lowliness. This is why Saint 

Matthew puts Zechariah’s Old Testament prophe-

cy front and center: Behold, your King is coming 

to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey, a colt, the 

foal of a donkey. 

Zechariah’s prophecy gives us much to rejoice 

about, and yes, much to sorrow over, as well. Je-

sus, the very Word of God, would have had no 

need to be born according to the flesh if it hadn’t 

been for the sin of Adam and Eve, which has in-

fected us all. Yet out of sorrow comes joy. The 

Seed of the woman would crush the head of the 

serpent, while the serpent would bruise the heel of 

the Savior. From that moment on, the song of 

God’s children would be the same as the hymn we 

sang just a few moments ago: “Savior of the na-

tions, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heaven and earth, That the Lord 

chose such a birth. Not by human flesh and blood, 

by the Spirit of our God, was the Word of God 

made flesh, woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.” 
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Throughout the Old Testament God’s children 

lived in the hope of a promise soon to be fulfilled. 

Admittedly sometimes their patience wasn’t the 

greatest, for the Israelites would often go their own 

way to try and trust in their own resources. Our 

heavenly Father would punish them because He 

loved them and wanted them to place their trust 

solely in Him. Whether it was a military defeat, 

being exiled to a foreign land, or some other hard-

ship they would have to endure, God the Father 

would stir their hearts to repentance and direct 

them to His forgiveness. He would send them 

prophets to proclaim the favor of the Lord and the 

coming of His Christ. And Zechariah was one of 

those prophets whom the Holy Spirit inspired the 

proclaim the promises of God and to keep their 

hope alive: “Behold, your King is coming to you.” 

But not much has changed since those Old Tes-

tament days, has it? You and I, we are still waiting 

patiently for the fulfillment of God’s promise. On-

ly this time, it’s a promise that looks back to a 

promise already fulfilled in the Person and work of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. But sadly we 

are often wont to wait impatiently – to try to rush 

our heavenly Father’s promise along by guessing 

when that Last Day will arrive. We have a tenden-

cy to fall prey to the world’s trap of thinking the 

Last Day will never come as we impatiently wait, 

not for Christ’s coming on a lowly donkey, but for 

that glorious day when He has promised that He 

would come in the clouds with great power, might, 

pomp and ceremony. 

Christ’s Church waits with the gift of faith giv-

en by grace through God’s Word. And faith 

doesn’t judge. Faith doesn’t try to reason every-

thing away by observation or gut feelings. Faith 

clings only to the Word made flesh. Faith clings 

simply to Jesus’ Word of promise heard here in the 

Divine Service and at home when you read and 

study the Scriptures. We Christians find riches in 

poverty, honor in dishonor, joy in sorrow, life in 

death, and hold fast to them in that faith which 

clings to the Word in expectation. We don’t ap-

proach our heavenly Father and demand success-

ful, victorious living here on earth. Instead we re-

joice in adversity even in the worst of times. We 

rejoice in adversity because we know that the end 

of adversity is near. Jesus will soon return and put 

an end to all of this. Yet the devil, the world, and 

our own sinful flesh continue to press in on us 

each and every day. That’s why our life in Christ 

is a life of the now, but not yet. The fifty-dollar 

word for living that sort of life is inaugurated es-

chatology. The five-cent explanation for what that 

means is simple, namely: 

We live, believing Jesus’ death and resurrection 

have fully paid for our sins, destroyed death, and 

brought life and immortality to life. This is an his-

toric event which has personal ramifications for 

everyone who believes in Jesus. His victory is 

yours right here and now, yet the fullness of His 

victory is yet to come. Jesus will return soon to put 

an end to the world as we know it. Jesus will raise 

the dead, judge the world, and sentence those who 

wanted no part of His kingdom to live with Satan 

and his minions in the lake of fire forever. Those 

who put their faith and hope in the promise of 

eternity with our heavenly Father will ascend with 

Jesus to heaven, where we will partake of the 

heavenly banquet that never ends. 

Eternal life is yours because Jesus first came to 

this world born of a woman, was laid in a feeding 

trough surrounded by animals and shepherds, and 

arrived in Jerusalem, the city of peace, riding on a 

donkey, ready to bear the burden of the sin of the 

world. And so it all begins again today. Now is the 

day to welcome Christ according to the flesh. Now 

is the day to prepare to welcome Christ in His 

Word and Sacraments in the Divine Service. Now 

is the day to welcome Christ’s return in judgment. 

Now is the day of salvation at Trinity Lutheran 

Church. The Word is preached. Forgiveness is be-

stowed. Life is put into your ears and mouths. Sal-

vation is now yours. The King comes again as He 

does every Lord’s Day – even as we know He will 

come again on the Last Day to lead us home to the 

Father. Even so, Lord Jesus, quickly come. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in 

that one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life ever-

lasting. Amen. 

 


