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In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. Have you ever looked through 

the owners manual that comes with a new hair drier and 

noticed this not-so-subtle warning: “Do Not Use In Or 

Near Water!” Now really, how many people do you 

think are going to sit in a bathtub or stand in a shower 

and blow dry their hair? But this warning means more 

than the obvious. It also means you shouldn’t leave 

your hair dryer plugged in sitting by the sink where it 

might accidentally be knocked into the water, or 

brushed against with wet feet. And the fact that many 

folks die every year from just this kind of accident 

points out quite clearly that people don’t always heed 

the warnings of life as carefully they ought. 

Consider how many people are killed every year at 

clearly-marked train crossings – how many people fall 

to their deaths standing on the top step of a ladder – and 

how many people are infected with, and die, from vari-

ous preventable, contagious diseases – all in spite of 

countless warnings. Then, of course, there’s the very 

first warning, when God said to Adam – even before he 

had laid eyes on Eve: “Don’t eat from this one tree.” 

Yet Adam disdained God’s warning, and with his dis-

dain brought the consequences of death upon all man-

kind – which takes us back to this morning’s text, and 

our Savior’s warning: “….take heed to yourselves, lest 

your heart be weighed down with carousing and drunk-

enness!” And St. Peter also wrote a similar warning: 

“Be sober!” That old ‘lion’ the devil may be beaten, 

caged and tied up, but he is dangerous just the same to 

all those who walk into his clutches.” 

Still, I suspect many treat this warning just exactly 

like they treat the warning on the hair dryer. Do you 

understand what Peter means by this warning, or do you 

think, perhaps, this caution is intended for “someone – 

or everyone else?” If our Lord had not wanted you to 

read the entire label He wouldn’t have had it recorded. 

So, He continues by saying how you also need to be-

ware of “worrying about life.” God wants you to know 

that daily anxiety is just as bad as getting blind, stinking 

drunk – because it, too, can cause you to take your eyes 

off of Jesus. Worldly concerns can easily blind you to 

heavenly concerns. Do you remember how, in the Para-

ble of the Sower and the seed, Jesus spoke of such dis-

tractions – comparing them to seed that fell among 

thorns and was “choked out by the anxieties, riches and 

pleasures of this life” – and eventually died? 

Thus, the second half of Jesus’ warning is more all-

encompassing than the first – for the truth is that while 

most of us might remain sober, few of us are as vigilant 

as we ought to be. The reality is that the lion doesn’t 

only get the drunks, the druggies, and others who are on 

the margins of society, but he also catches the hunter 

who gets too cocky, the woman who doesn’t look 

around before venturing out into the dark, and the child 

who doesn’t heed his parents’ cautions – in short, he 

“gets” those who allow anything – bad or good – to 

take precedence over the life we are to live in the Sav-

ior – behaviors which place a person in mortal, eternal 

danger. Jesus doesn’t have to enumerate all the many 

ways you might be “worried about life” – because we 

can invent new concerns much faster than we are able 

to worry about the old ones. 

What kinds of concerns have been on your mind this 

week? Are you worried about world peace and stabil-

ity? Are you worried about pesticides in the water, 

problems with your neighbor, or are your children per-

chance giving you grief? Is someone at school, work or 

in your social circle pushing your buttons? Are you 

concerned about what might happen to your stocks, 

mutual funds, or retirement accounts should the market 

suddenly go “south?” – what impact new medical cov-

erage might have on your healthcare – why your spouse 

is acting a certain way – or whether you’ll ever have 

any real earthly peace or contentment on this side of 

heaven? Is there something on your mind right now 

that might be directing your attention away from this 

sermon – or, heaven forbid, from saving faith in Christ 

Jesus Himself? 

Sadly, I’m afraid, there isn’t a one of us who can 

honestly claim God has our full, undivided attention. 

We all lack vigilance, even if sobriety isn’t a problem. 

We all have personal, pet troubles and sins we continue 

to dwell on, rather than casting them upon the One who 

cares for us. Yet in this Gospel, whether you’re ready or 

not, Jesus says: “I’m coming!” It’s difficult, isn’t it – to 

say “Come, Lord Jesus” when the fact is we all have a 

tendency to qualify our readiness for His coming. The 

truth is that we’re more like those guests who were 

invited to the feast in Jesus’ parable – the ones who 



refused the king’s invitation with lame excuses like: 

“I’ve just gotten married,” or “I just bought a cow” – 

when what you really mean is that you’ve found some-

thing more important to you right now than Jesus. 

But what, I ask you, could be more important than 

our Savior’s call? You may be saying “Come, Lord 

Jesus...” but what you really mean is that you hope He 

doesn’t come until the Chief’s reach the Super Bowl, 

until you’ve had just a bit little more fun, or until you 

are able to make amends with all the people you’ve 

wronged. Even worse yet, you might be hoping the 

Savior holds off coming because you haven’t done 

quite as much as He’s called you to do – because you 

haven’t quite yet worked up enough nerve to bring your 

unchurched friends to hear the Gospel – because your 

life needs order – because you haven’t yet prayed regu-

larly and fervently enough – because right now you’re 

behind on your offerings – or because you haven’t been 

spending nearly enough time in Christ’s Word or in 

worship. But how dare you tell our Lord He has to wait 

– especially when you know He’s already said He’s 

coming? 

On your own none of you will ever be “ready” for 

we’re all sinners through and through. There’s no way 

you’ll ever be able root out all the evil in your life. You 

can’t abandon all your anxieties and fears. All you can 

do is replace one false concern with another. To be 

sure, change has to be made, but none of us are capable 

of making it. That’s why you must take to heart the 

words of Jesus where He says: “Stand with confidence! 

The time when you’ll be set free is near.” And so, while 

you stand – you do so not with self-confidence, because 

trust in self leads only to false hope and a false god. 

Rather, you stand with Christ-confidence, knowing that 

there’s no way you could ever free yourself from your 

prison of anxiety, abuse, and sin. Your freedom has 

been won by Christ when He defeated hell, death, and 

the devil with His sacrifice on Calvary. 

Dear friends, God has already set you free through 

Baptism and His Word of forgiveness in the blessed 

Gospel of His dear Son. Yours is a freedom sustained 

through Confession and Absolution, through the Gos-

pel, and through the body and blood of Jesus received 

in the Supper. Jesus is the One who alone is able to 

break the bonds of addiction. It’s His Holy Spirit who 

leads you away from self-destructive behavior and 

points you to the life-giving cross of Calvary. He is the 

One who redirects your eyes from the temporary pleas-

ures and fleeting sorrows of this world and points them 

homeward to His own welcoming presence in heaven. 

Your worries have been replaced with the confidence 

that God will provide everything you need. 

Even the realization that you cannot do enough, pray 

enough, work enough, read the Bible enough, or give 

enough to please God ceases to torment you, because 

you know that Christ has fulfilled all the Law’s de-

mands. He did it all – praying constantly, working un-

ceasingly, reading the Scriptures incessantly, and giving 

His  all – even His own lifeblood in the service of the 

Father for you. Whenever and wherever you’re able, of 

course, you should do what you can, but know that it’s 

only out of grateful response to God’s love in Christ 

Jesus – and through the power of God’s Holy Spirit 

working in you through His Word that you can do any-

thing. 

Whether you’re ready or not, the fact is, Jesus is 

coming. And one day the world is going to find out 

what a terrible threat this is when His judgment is un-

veiled on that great and terrible Day – that Day on 

which there will be wailing, weeping, and gnashing of 

teeth. Those who don’t care, who care for the wrong 

things, or who thought there would always be a tomor-

row to get things right, will find out otherwise on that 

Day. But the people of God – Christ’s holy Bride, the 

Church – will find out what a wonderful promise has 

been kept when God’s judgment is unveiled. On that 

Day those whose cares were taken away, who were 

taught concern for the things of God, and who lived as 

if each moment might be their last, will find out how 

their greatest imaginings could never compare with the 

reality of life forever with Jesus. 

To be sure, there will still be plenty of “thorns” – 

lots of cares, concerns and worries that will attempt to 

choke you with “the anxieties, riches, and pleasures of 

this life” – so much so that sometimes you won’t be 

unable to “bear fruit to maturity.” But Christ – through 

His blessed Word – has promised to lead you through 

the distractions, diversions, and instruments of demonic 

destruction here in this life. Indeed, though the trials of 

life might tempt you, God’s Holy Spirit working 

through His Word will lead you to yearn earnestly for 

His coming. The thorns will not choke you out, because 

you’ve been watered with the streams of living water 

which flow down from His throne of grace in Baptism. 

When your cares grow the thickest, know that our Lord 

will be there to clear them away before they can destroy 

you. Listen attentively, dear Christian, to our Savior’s 

call, “Here I come!” And know that soon He will re-

place it with an even more beautiful saying, “Here I 

am!” Amen! Come, quickly Lord Jesus! Amen! 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 

true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 


