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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. When our Lord Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem, it was an occasion for the angels 
to sing! Their voices rang out: “Glory to God in the 
highest, and peace, goodwill toward men!” In today’s 
Gospel – which may appear to be a rather strange 
reading for this time of year, since it’s the account of 
Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sun-
day – we also see the congregation of saints welcom-
ing Jesus into His time of suffering and death with 
almost the very same words used by the angels on the 
night of His birth: “Blessed is the King who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in 
the highest.” 

Throughout this Gospel, Luke repeatedly speaks 
about God’s glory in terms like: intense brightness, 
dazzling light, and unspeakable majesty. At the 
Transfiguration, when Jesus’ face and countenance 
were altered and His clothing became dazzling white, 
Luke reports that Moses and Elijah appeared with 
Him in glory – a word which emphasizes the divine 
brilliance of this amazing scene. Jesus Himself also 
made it abundantly clear that when He returns on the 
Last Day, there will be no mistaking His arrival. All 
people will see it, because on that Day He will come 
in His glory, the glory of the Father and of His holy 
angels. Jesus promised that His coming would be on 
a cloud with power and great glory. And do you re-
member how Luke set the scene for the angel’s an-
nouncement concerning the Good News of our Sav-
ior’s birth? He wrote: “The glory of the Lord shone 
round about them, and they were filled with fear.” 
What these words show is that our God is a God of 
overwhelming power, majesty and glory – a God who 
strikes fear and awe in the hearts of all who encoun-
ter Him. 

But there’s something more to learn and take to 
heart here concerning the bright glory of God which 
appeared at our Savior’s birth. For while the glory of 
the Lord shone brightly around the shepherds in the 
fields outside of Bethlehem that night, that glory was 
nowhere near the manger in which Mary laid her 
Son! Although Jesus is the radiance of the glory of 
God, yet even while the shepherds were bathed in 

heavenly light, Christ was swaddled in darkness. 
While St. Peter reported that at His Transfiguration 
Jesus received honor and glory from God the Father, 
later in Bethlehem His divine glory was hidden and 
unseen. When the shepherds hurried to see this thing 
which had happened, all they found was Mary and 
Joseph, and the Baby lying quietly and rather ob-
scurely in a simple manger. 

And the very same thing is true in today’s Gospel, 
for here Luke has deliberately tied our Lord’s Palm 
Sunday donkey ride to His birth in Bethlehem. Here 
we see the whole multitude of His disciples rejoicing 
and giving praise to God as they echoed the Christ-
mas angels’ joyous song: “Peace in heaven and glory 
in the highest!” But note this well: there was no more 
radiance or glory in that place than there was in the 
darkness of Jesus’ birth. All we’re able to see is a 
Man – a divine Man, to be sure – but a Man just the 
same – a Man riding on a young colt of a donkey, 
perhaps raising His feet awkwardly so they didn’t 
drag on the ground. This Man, born as an Infant in-
distinguishable from all other infants, now rides into 
Jerusalem as a Pauper indistinguishable from all oth-
er paupers – except for the fact, of course, that the 
crowds were calling this particular Pauper their King. 

And yet the angels and the people outside of Jeru-
salem still sang as if there were something more glo-
rious going on. They cried out: “Glory to God in the 
highest!” So there you have it. A Baby was born in a 
lowly manger, born for your salvation. And although 
nothing more than a normal Baby Boy could be seen 
with human eyes, a loftier, more elevated glory could 
hardly be conceived of in heaven or on earth. Then 
later the Son of Man would go forward to His death 
in order to carry out God’s plan to save all mankind 
from sin. And although nothing more can be seen 
with human eyes than an otherwise ordinary looking 
Man bouncing toward His execution on the back of a 
donkey, this event would play out a divine, glorious 
plan above which there could nothing more glorious 
in heaven or on earth. 

These Christmas, Palm Sunday Words concerning 
God’s highest glory ought to be very important for 
you, dear saints of God, for these Words teach you 



what God ultimately considers to be the loftiest and 
the most glorious of things. And even more im-
portantly, these words concerning God’s highest glo-
ry also teach you how you ought to look differently at 
the things you see happening in your own life. Our 
heavenly Father wants you to know that He glories 
most in those things that don’t seem all that glorious 
to you and me. And this He does so that His Word – 
and His Word alone – might be the sole source and 
foundation of your faith and salvation. Here in to-
day’s Gospel – as in the Christmas Gospel – God is 
telling you that His highest glory has taken place in 
the filth of a cattle stall and upon a bloody cross. God 
wants you to know that the things which are most 
valuable to Him are those things that appear the most 
unbecoming, inglorious, and disgraceful in the eyes 
of men. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, born King of the Jews, is 
far more glorious in His infant darkness than Herod 
and all the other kings combined even at the height of 
their glory. This is because Jesus is the true King, the 
one and only King, the King who alone actually does 
and accomplishes what a proper king ought to do for 
His people. He lays down His life for their sake, 
guards and preserves their lives in the face of their 
enemies, and of course, forgives their sins. This is He 
who comes not to be served, but to serve and to give 
His life as a ransom for many – who comes to estab-
lish peace on earth and peace in heaven. He Himself 
is your peace, for in Him – and in His suffering, 
death and resurrection – you have the forgiveness of 
sins and the removal of every disturbance that threat-
ens to rob you of your peace. 

Imagine – a Baby in a manger and a Man strad-
dling a donkey riding toward His death – and all the 
while God glorying most in the inglorious – exalting 
most in those things which men despise. And all this 
is done for you! God’s highest glory consists of the 
lowliest and weakest of things, so that your salvation 
might not come to you in what impresses you the 
most, but solely as a result of His powerful Word do-
ing its miraculous work within you. God glories in 
humiliation so that His forgiveness may be yours 
without regard for who you are, what you have, what 
you may have been able to accomplish, or what rank 
and status you may have achieved in the eyes of the 
world. You will never have to worry about how 
you’re going to measure up when it comes to being 
accepted by God, because God has already put Him-
self beneath you in Christ – and it was His highest 
glory and great joy to do it. 

Is St. Paul, then, far from the truth when he writes: 
“Not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were 
of noble birth?” Paul knew that such lowliness is a 
great and blessed thing, because “God chose what is 
foolish to shame the wise; what is weak to shame the 
strong; and what is low and despised, even those 
things that are not, to bring to nothing those things 
that are.” Just look around at all the people who are 
members of this congregation. Some may have to 
work from sunrise to sunset, and maybe even into the 
depths of the night, just to pull things together 
enough to feed their family and keep the bills paid. 
Did you know God glories in that? Others may look 
back over the course of their life and wonder what 
they have to show for it other than the scars and 
aches of a worn out body. Has anyone noticed what 
they’ve done? Will anyone remember? Did you know 
God glories in that? Some may have to spend what 
was supposed to be the golden years of their retire-
ment doing things that may not seem terribly golden 
– like sitting lonely by a window, caring for an ailing 
spouse, or watching their own body waste away. Did 
you know God glories in that as well? 

If you were to think long and hard, you could 
probably convince yourself that you are insufficiently 
appreciated, inadequately acknowledged, and perhaps 
even underpaid. Think of all the ways your life has 
turned out differently than you would have liked it to 
turn out – and all the ways things could possibly have 
been better. And while you’re thinking about such 
things, glory in those things for a moment! Think of 
Jesus riding on the colt of a donkey toward His death 
on the cross for you. Remember how God comes to 
You through the simple, ordinary – even inglorious – 
elements of Word, water, bread and wine. And then 
sing Glory to God for all the many inglorious things 
you’ve experienced in your life, because you know 
that God our heavenly Father glories most in those 
things that don’t seem all that glorious. And know 
this, dear Christian, know most especially that God 
glories in you, joined as you are to the crucifixion 
glory of His Son. And then consider this: Could any-
thing be more glorious than that which God has giv-
en You in His Son? Not hardly. In the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all un-
derstanding, will keep your hearts and minds in that 
one true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 


