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   Excuses 
 

In the summer it’s too hot, and in the winter it’s too cold, 
The preacher, he’s too young, and maybe he’s too old. 
One of the children has a cold, pneumonia, do you suppose? 

The whole family had to stay home, just to blow the poor kid’s nose! 
Excuses, excuses, you hear them every day,  
And the devil will supply them, if the church you’ll stay away. 
When people come to know the Lord, the devil always loses, 
So to keep them folk away from church, he offers them excuses. 
     When the wedding banquet was all prepared (Matthew 14) the guests 
made excuses for not attending. I bought a field and need to go see it.” “I 
bought five oxen and must examine them.” “I married a wife, so I can’t 
come.” Lame! Lame! Lame! You should have examined your field and oxen 
BEFORE buying them! And don’t blame your wife - bring her along to the 
King’s banquet feast for His Son!! 
     We all make excuses for either one thing or another. “I wouldn’t cuss if 
people didn’t make me mad.” “ I’d read the Bible if I could find the time.” “I’d 
share my faith, if I had more self-confidence.” I’d work harder if my boss 
paid me better.” 
      Aren’t you glad Jesus made no excuses?! He could have found plenty 
of alibis and justifications for not following through with what He promised 
to do. But nothing could stop Him from going all the way to the cross for 
you because of His great love for you. He could have called down a legion 
of angels to save Him from death, but instead He willingly took the whip, 
the thorns and the nails so that we could belong to Him forever. 
     When the pastor finally got to visit with an inactive church member 
about his poor church attendance, he told the pastor all his excuses for not 
staying involved at church. When he finished, the pastor thought for a 
minute, and then responded. “I know exactly how you feel! That’s why I’m 
not going to go to any more football, basketball of baseball games!! Every 
time I go they ask me for money. Some people I sit by are not very friendly. 
The seats are hard and the place is not the right temperature. The coach 
never came to visit me. The referees made a bad decision. I noticed some 



hypocrites who didn’t really come to watch the game, but to see their 
friends and to see what others were wearing. The band played a song I 
never heard before. The games are scheduled when I want to do other 
things. Some games go into overtime. My parents made me go to games 
when I was young. Besides, I don’t want to influence my children, so they 
can make up their own minds when they get older.” 
     Jesus must be much more patient than me. He loves all of us, even 
when we make excuses that keep us from really enjoying the feast of all 
that HIs grace and goodness offers us. And, at Calvary He forgave all the 
ridiculous excuses we have ever made. Praise God for His boundless love. 
Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!! 
 

In His service, 
Pastor Wayne Riddering 
 
 

Stewardship God’s Blessings! Camille O’Brien, Stewardship Chairwoman  
July is a great month! Summer is in full swing, vacations are underway, and 
we celebrate our Country’s Independence Day. It brings to mind family, 
friends, picnics and fireworks! But what we sometimes forget is that 
America is a nation under God founded on Christian principles. Did you 
know that 54 of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence were 
Christians, 27 had theology degrees, and many went on to form Bible 
societies? 

Ronald Reagan (our 40th President) was quoted as saying: “Without God 
there is no virtue because there is no prompting of the conscience...without 
God there is coarsening of the society; without God democracy will not and 
cannot long endure. If we ever forget that we are one Nation Under God, 
then we will be a Nation gone under.” 
We are truly blessed to live in a Country founded under God with the 
freedom to worship Jesus as our Savior! 
 
2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN TO OUR MEDIA CREW 
Being able to have our services online on our website is a huge blessing, 
especially to our members who aren't able to come to church for whatever 
reason. We know it takes a lot of work to coordinate all the different 
cameras, monitors, sound, etc. etc. 



Lutheran World Relief School Kits 
     It’s almost time to put together our school kits for LWR.  In July the 
stores will be putting out their sales on school supplies. I would encourage 
you to shop the SALES. In the past I’ve found the best prices at Staples 
and the Dollar Store.  
 
Each kit includes:  
4-70 sheet notebooks; 
1 plain ruler with both inches and centimeters, 
1 pencil sharpener, 
1 blunt scissors with embedded steel blades — please get these at Staples 
— cheap scissors don’t cut very well and easily break; 
5 unsharpened #2 pencils, 
5 black or blue pens, 
1 box of 16 or 24 crayons...Crayola are best... a lot of cheap crayons 
contain asbestos; 
1  2.5” pencil eraser...not an ink eraser 
 
Thank you for helping children around the world with their education. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

July Lectors      August Lectors 
  5 – Vicki Zimmerman      2 – Gary Smalling 
12 – Louise Luthi       9 – Mary Reed 
19 – Fred Mensing    16 – Robert Schill 
26 – Camille O’Brien    23 – Ed Beyer 
       30 – Valerie Lowman 
 
July Acolytes     August Acolytes 
  5 – Debbie Rennegarbe     2 – Vicki Zimmerman 
12 – Vicki Zimmerman      9 – Debbie Rennegarbe 
19 – Michelle Hash    16 – Mary Reed 
26 – Louise Luthi     23 – Michelle Hash 
       30 – Vicki Zimmerman 
 

July Greeters     August Greeters 
  5 – Michelle & Neal Hash     2 - Mary Reed 
12 – Louise & Eric Luthi     9 – Debbie Rennegarbe 
19 – Camille & Marty O’Brien  16 – DeDe Riddering 
26 – Fred & Patty Mensing   23 – Robert Schill 
       30 – Gary Smalling 



FAITH IN ACTION 
Thank you to all who participated in our June workday.  Our next workday 
will be July 18, 2020.  We will meet at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall.  
Questions or projects see Gary. 
 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR JULY 2020 
July 5  Fifth S. a. Pentecost Zech. 9:9–12 Psalm145:1–14 Rom. 7:14–25a Matt. 11:25–30 

July 12  Sixth S. a. Pentecost  Is. 55:10–13 Psalm 65:(1–8) 9–13 Rom. 8:12–17 
Matt. 13:1–9,  
18–23 

July 19  
Seventh S. a. 
Pentecost     

Is. 44:6–8 Psalm 119:57–64 Rom. 8:18–27 Matt. 13:24–30, 36–43 

July 26  
Eighth S. a. 
Pentecost 

Deut.7:6–9  Psalm 125  Rom. 8:28–39 Matt. 13:44–52 

 

LWML-Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Mission Grant 10 

 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH Mobile, Alabama — $58,000 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church of Mobile, Alabama, have a 
genuine heart for the people in their community and 
seek diverse ways to connect and serve those who 
are often under-served and overlooked. Through 
this grant, Trinity will be able to expand its outreach 
to those in need by making vital transportation 
available to children, youth, parents, and seniors. 
While serving the most vulnerable people in their community, Trinity 
Lutheran Church is committed to providing assistance to meet some of the 

physical needs as well as the spiritual needs of 
those in the area. The Ministry in Motion grant 
funds will enable Trinity to purchase a sturdy, 
handicapped accessible, and well-built church 
bus for elders, school children, neighbors, and 
church members to participate in church and 
school ministries both on and off campus.  

 
SMILE AMAZON   
By shopping at smile.amazon.com you can benefit the Lutheran Church of 
the Redeemer or whatever charity of your choice. A small percentage of 
your purchase price goes to the charity you choose. 
 
 
 



The Lutheran Mission in Belize has big news! 
Dear friends and family, 
 This fall (we think the first week in September), we will be opening a 
Lutheran preschool in Valley of Peace, Belize. Valley of Peace is a farming 
community made up (mostly) of people who have fled civil strife in El 
Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala as well as Belizean Mayan families. 
Like all Belizean communities there are also “others” from various 
backgrounds, but the languages in Valley of Peace are mostly Spanish and 
Mayan. 

We believe that an English-speaking preschool will help give kids the 
advantage of speaking and understanding English before they begin 
classes in the local kindergarten the following year. We know from our own 
kids’ experiences how tough it is to enter school speaking a foreign 
language, so we are very excited about using the gospel to bring English 
and Jesus to these Little Lambs. 

This letter is to ask any of you who have taught children as parents or 
teachers to send me your very best fun ideas for lessons, songs, 
fingerplays, activities and games for this four-year-old level. The main focus 
of the school will be language development through Bible stories, songs, 
and activities, but we will also include math, science, and social skills. The 
attached weekly curriculum is a good beginning, but we want children to 
memorize a weekly Bible memory verse, and experience many fun learning 
activities. We hope to plan lessons for children to learn using all their 
senses.  

For this project, I have created a new e-mail address in order to keep 
school topics separate. Please send any ideas for activities or related Bible 
verses to me at: 
  

Lutheran.lambs@gmail.com 
  

Please pray for us as we go forth. The people in Valley of Peace are 
“abuzz” with the news, so we hope that we will be able to help build the 
foundation of a Lutheran community through the establishment of this little 
school. And who knows? Perhaps some of you will plan a trip to visit and 
help as this project unfolds. 
Thanks in advance for your ideas.  
  
Yours in Christ, 
Markie 
 
  

mailto:Lutheran.lambs@gmail.com


 

TEAM MISSION MEXICO UPDATE: shared by Bill 
I talked to both Pastor Ramon at Lutheran Border Concerns and to Daniel 
at El Divino Salvador. Both said that there are NO mission teams allowed in 
Tijuana at the present and into the near future.   
As far as mission plans are concerned, both expressed a great need for 
houses.  
We have always been focused on building houses, but Elaine, Janice and I 
also see the need to feed the hungry. 
Currently, we have $3,400.00 in our fund. the cost of a house is $2,100.00 
plus $200-300 to pay four or five men to build the house. Not only does this 
provide a house for a family, but it also gives 4 or 5 families some food 
money! 
If any individuals (you) or churches would like to contribute to Mission 
Mexico, it would be most deeply and sincerely appreciated. Our plan is to 
buy 2-3 houses (depending on funding) and to buy food with remaining 
funds. We do plan to keep some seed money in the Mission Mexico fund 
so that we will have a good start for next summer. Contributions can be 
sent to Trinity Lutheran Church and marked "Mission Mexico" in the memo 
line and mailed to Trinity Lutheran Church, 940 Creston Road, Paso 
Robles, CA 93446.   
We will send an update in a few weeks letting you know the status of the 
Mission. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support for our Christian family 
in Mexico. 
God's Blessings, 
Bill  

 

A pastor known for his extremely lengthy sermons noticed a man get up 

and leave during the middle of his message. The man returned just before 

the conclusion of the service. Afterward, the pastor asked the man where 

he had gone. 

“I went to get a haircut,” was the reply. 

“Why didn’t you do that before the service?” the pastor demanded. 

“I didn’t need one then,” the gentleman answered. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  Birthday 
♡Anniversary 

 
FH=Fellowship 

Hall 

 1 
 
 

 Roger 
♡DeDe & Wayne 

 

2 
 

9:30-FH 
Bible Study 

 

3 4 
 

Altar Set-Up 
9:30:10:30am 

  
 

5 
 

5th Sunday After 
Pentecost 

9:00am-Bible Class-FH 

10:00am-Worship 
 
 

6 
 

9:30-FH 
LWML Quilting 

7 
 
 
 
 

♡Louise & 

Eric 
 

8 
 
 
 

 John H 
 

9 
 

9:30-FH 
 Bible Study 

 
 

♡Jessa & Adam 

 

10 
 
 
 
 

♡Janet & 

Tom 
 

11 
 

Altar Set-Up 
9:30:10:30am 

 

 Valarie 
 

12 
 

6th Sunday After 
Pentecost 

9:00am-Bible Class-FH 

10:00am-Worship 
 

13 
 

9:30-FH 
LWML Quilting 

 
 

 Karen 
 

14 
 
 
 
 

 Donald 
 

15 16 
 

9:30-FH 
 Bible Study 

 

 Henry 
♡Katy & Karl 

 

17 
 
 
 
 

 Tom W 
 

18 
 

Altar Set-Up 
9:30:10:30am 
Faith in Action 
9am Fellowship 

Hall 

 

19 
 

7th Sunday After 
Pentecost 

9:00am-Bible Class-FH 

10:00am-Worship 
 

20 
 

9:30-FH 
LWML Quilting 

21 22 23 
 

9:30-FH 
 Bible Study 

 

24 25 
 

Altar Set-Up 
9:30:10:30am 

 

26 
 

8th Sunday After 
Pentecost 

9:00am-Bible Class-FH 

10:00am-Worship 
Elder’s Meeting after 
worship 

Mite Box Sunday 

27 
 

9:30-FH 
LWML Quilting 

 
 

 Michelle 
 

28 29 30 
 

9:30-FH 
 Bible Study 

 

31 
 
 
 
 

 Gary 

Smalling 

 Marvin 
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