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Pastor’s Message
Messiah Lutheran Church

Christ Centered, Family Strong, Mission Minded
It was at this time last year, that I begin participating in planning meetings about 2020 and it seemed
to me that every group that I am involved with was thinking that the theme for the year was going to
be 20/20 vision all with a similar theme of, “ With 2020 vision, we focus upon Christ.” It was about
this time last year, that I began noticing little news articles about a strange new virous originating in
Wuhan, China and I remember praying for the people of Wuhan, China. Little did I know how the
Lord was going to use the two things in tandem.
It seems that the world had been tossed on its head since the start of 2020 the changes that we have
seen in the past few months have been dizzying but what we have seen has been and will be again in
the words of King Solomon,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun? A generation
goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever. The sun rises, and the sun goes down, and hastens to the
place where it rises. The wind blows to the south and goes around to the north; around and around goes the wind, and
on its circuits the wind returns. All streams run to the sea, but the sea is not full; to the place where the streams flow,
there they flow again. All things are full of weariness; a man cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the
ear filled with hearing. What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothInside this issue:
ing new under the sun. (Ecclesiastes 1:2-9)
All is meaningless apart from Christ. I know that it seems that everything is new and that everything
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has been changing all around us, and the feeling of meaninglessness can become real for all of us. But
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what is true, and worthy has not changed in the least bit. The theme of the year, “With 2020 vision,
we focus upon Christ.” Turns out to be exactly what we all needed. As we have all learned change
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happens and that change can do either: 1. make us focus upon Christ even more. Or 2. Satan uses
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change to lead us away from the Lord.
Amid all the changes, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) His
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Word is unchanging, the fact that He is, “with us always, to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:20) Is an
unchanging fact. The Lord has told us, “It is I who goes before you. I will be with you; I will not leave
• Rev Dr. Mallardi:
you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed." (Deuteronomy 31:8) Knowing God’s Word, we can
• 639-2936
look to the rest of the year and the future knowing that the Lord has said, "do not be anxious about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. (Matthew
• Church Office:
6:34) With full and complete confidence we can, “laughs at the time to come.” (Proverbs 31:25) be• 625-2057
cause we know “With 2020 vision, we focus upon Christ.” And all things are in His hands St. Paul
says,
• DCE Ben Venteicher:
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his
• 639-2933
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might
• Cong. President:
be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can
• Gabe Hardman 656-1908
be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously
• Parish Life Chair:
give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ
• Paul Phillips 625-6774
Jesus is the one who died- more than that, who was raised- who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for
us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
Website:
or danger, or sword? As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are regarded as sheep to be
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slaughtered." No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:2839)
The Lord's blessings in Christ, Pastor
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EDUCATION AND YOUTH

ALL YOUTH: LEAF RAKING MARATHON- Sunday, Nov 15
The Youth of Messiah (6-12th grade) will be serving some of our members and local community by
doing some yard work for those who could use a helping hand. We will meet at church at 1pm
and try to wrap up around 4:30pm. Bring rakes, work gloves and check your email for other details. If you know anyone who could use some assistance, please talk to DCE Ben.
KANSAS DISTRICT YOUTH GATHERING- (Nov 21)
Parents/High School Youth, please contact Keith or DCE Ben if you would like to participate in the
Gathering on November 21st (Saturday). It is a VIRTUAL conference, so we will be meeting at
Messiah and spending the day together. We will meet at 9:15am and hang out at church will taking
in Keynote Speaker: Pastor Scott Giger and enjoy music from a youth favorite, the “Bread of Stone”
band. Cost will be $10 to help cover food for the day. $25 registration fee for participants will be
covered by Youth budget, however if you want an EVENT T-shirt... you will need to order by Nov
7th (let DCE Ben know). There will be a fee for shirts. Look for more details via email.
YOUTH CAROLING & FUN NIGHT
Save the date for Friday, December 18th (5:30pm) as we are tentatively planning to do some caroling, but with Covid-19 may have to get creative! We will aim to take the Youth and their families to
a few local neighborhood homes for caroling and then back to church for snacks and games!
Messiah members are welcome to join in on the caroling!
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Mark your calendar for Sunday, December 20th. There will be one service that day at 9:30am as we
celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior!
The planning team needs to know TWO pieces of information:
1) Will your child be participating?
2) If YES... does the child desire to have a Speaking part or NO Speaking part?
Please email or text a response back to DCE Ben by Sunday, November 8th.
Once we have names, we will be assigning parts and practice times, most likely a mix of Sunday
and Wednesday times. If you are interested in helping with program music or practices, talk to
DCE Ben.
MIDWEEK NOTES & ADVENT NIGHT
•
NO MIDWEEK on Wednesday, November 25th… HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
• MIDWEEK MEMORY WORK: A reminder that if your child(ren) does memory work and need
to have it reviewed, we have TWO ways to do it if you are NOT joining us IN PERSON:
1) Set up a time with DCE Ben to review... send him a text or email to schedule a time.
2) Drive thru Memory Work... from 6 to 6:15pm, pull up to the overhang in the Big Parking
lot and send a text to Rhiannon or DCE Ben.
• ZOOM SESSIONS: We are currently offering Midweek via Zoom for those who may be at
home due to sickness, quarantine, or travel. If you aren’t getting emails from DCE Ben on Zoom
details, please contact him and he’ll get you plugged in.
• VIDEO LESSONS: In addition to the Zoom session, DCE Ben is posting up on Wednesdays a
video lesson that covers the lesson topic for that week, so if we miss you on Zoom, you can still do
some Bible Study time with your family.
Midweek will start at 6:15 and conclude at 7:30pm. We will aim to have Zoom students follow
a couple of the classes, both in the courtyard lessons and also the classroom settings. There is a
passcode, so please take note of that if you need to enter it. We will use the same Zoom link and
passcode each week. If we don't see anyone joining us by 6:45pm, we will end the zoom session
early.
•
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ADVENT NIGHT has been cancelled, so we will have normal midweek on Wed., December 2nd.
Families are encouraged to participate in our regular Advent services at 7:30pm following our Midweek sessions. Advent services are scheduled for: December 4th, 11th, and 18th.
We are continuing to monitor any changes brought on by COVID-19. We appreciate your patience
as we make necessary changes with hopes to resume “normal” midweek activities in the future. If
you have questions, please contact DCE Ben.
SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES
- VIDEO LESSONS: DCE Ben is posting up on our YouTube channel a video lesson that covers the
lesson topic for that Sunday, so if we miss you on IN PERSON, your family can still do some
Bible Study time.
- Sunday, November 15th is the OCC packing party, kids will pack one box then, then head to class.
- Sunday, November 22nd there is a Quarterly Voter’s meeting between services.
- We need 1-2 people to lead the “Lesson in a Bag” on Sunday, November 22nd & also Nov. 29th.
- If any classroom supplies are needed for Sunday School classrooms, please let Rhiannon know, so
she can go shopping!
Gratitude of the Heart
Abraham Lincoln established the national holiday of Thanksgiving during the immense stress of the Civil
War that tore our nation into pieces and divided families and communities. We are living in an unusual time that
is also witness to an incredible division of people. Yet, Lincoln wisely recognized the need for a time of gratitude.
A time to focus on the positive things in our life.
So... What are you THANKFUL for? I want to challenge you to pause for a minute before we continue
and to write down 7 things you are thankful for. Did you do it? No kidding... this is a test! Our lives are filled
with tasks, to-do lists, a barrage of information overload and electronic communication that consumes your every
waking moment. How often do you stop and consider the things you are TRULY thankful for? Psalm 46:10
says, “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the
earth!”
God’s Word is full of countless moments where men/women pause and give thanks for the numerous ways our Lord provides for our daily needs. It is appropriate to give our Heavenly Father the thanks due
to Him for our daily care. Give thanks also for the work of salvation/redemption poured into our lives thru the
blood of Jesus and the comforting work of the Holy Spirit. Yet, let us take this a step further... what about the
people in your life. Are we being active in showing thanks to our loved ones and what about your enemies?
There is immeasurable value in showing/expressing gratitude in our life. Countless studies reflect the
benefits we reap from a thankful heart. Here are a few to chew on. Grateful people have: 1) Less depression and
stress, 2) Lower blood pressure, 3) More energy, 4) Greater optimism, 5) Boosts immune system, 6) More likely to
view life with higher satisfaction, 7) Improves self-worth and self-esteem, 8) Improved social interactions and
warmer workplaces.
In other words... we are more content with life, healthier, and happier, as are the people around us!
Gratitude also gives us the tools to be more empathetic to others, to extend respect and courtesy to others.
King David routinely gave thanks to God for His divine presence in David’s life. Jesus too gave thanks prior to
performing miracles (feed 5,000, raising Lazarus) and moments before he turned toward the cross, He broke
bread and gives thanks.
Consider thanksgiving as an avenue for a deeper sense of worship. King David orders Asaph and the
temple musicians to give daily praise to God.
Psalm 50:23, “The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me; to one who orders his
way rightly I will show the salvation of God!”
Make out your “Thanksgiving List” and find ways to express thanksgiving to those around you (journals,
letters, or notes to family/friends, even enemies).
Let your grateful heart reflect God’s Truth & Love ~ DCE Ben

MIDWEEK Is Continuing Under Construction at Messiah!
The Midweek Kids continue to talk about how we are BUILT on CHRIST each Wednesday evening!!
We enjoyed talking about how our church is built on God's Holy Word, and we talked about how
Martin Luther taught people about the truth of the Bible.
We had fun hanging up God's Truths on doors around the church to remind us of the Reformation.

Remember you can join us at Midweek via
ZOOM if you are not able to make it in
person. We would really love to see your faces
and still study God’s Word together!

SUNDAY SCHOOL/MIDWEEK VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
If you would like to help in any way with Sunday school or Midweek this year, please contact
Rhiannon Maier, Janine Mallardi, or DCE Ben. Prayerfully consider joining our volunteer team!

The RITE OF FIRST COMMUNION was held here
at Messiah—last Sunday of October OCTOBER 25, 2020 on
REFORMATION DAY

Messiah Lutheran Church is proud to
welcome these 4 Communicants to the
Lords’s Table.
Casen Hardman

Miles Day

Bailey Albin

Leah Mallardi

Pastor Mallardi

GOD’s RICHEST BLESSINGS to YOU ALL!

Operation Christmas Child is in full swing this month as we pack, collect and send off our shoeboxes. Below are dates to
remember and ways to help. We will also be sending out emails with online links that you can use to sign up to volunteer
during Collection Week. Our church goal is 500 shoeboxes and Collection Week goal is 3,000 shoeboxes!

Messiah Lutheran OCC Kick Off Sunday – Sunday, November 1st during Education Hour.
Join us as we share the vision of Operation Christmas Child and how it provides God’s love in a tangible way to children
in need around the world and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Messiah Lutheran Church Wide Packing Party Set Up – Saturday, November 14th at 9 am till completed.
We will start setting up for the Packing Party at 9 am on Saturday, will take a lunch break and then work in the afternoon
until we are done. Please fill free to come and go to help as your day allows.
Messiah Lutheran Church Wide Packing Party – Sunday, November 15th at 10:30 am
We are still looking for donations of hygiene items, school supplies, WOW items and filler items for the packing party.
You can also make a monetary donation by placing it in the offering plate and putting OCC in the memo line. If you
would like to pack a shoebox outside of the Church Wide Packing Party, please keep reading or contact Stacey to schedule
a time.
Pack an OCC Shoebox online!
We have created a Build a Shoebox Online Goal of 50 for those that would prefer to pack a shoebox but wants to do it
from the comfort of their home. Please visit the website:
https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/goal/view/3b30501f-db67-4887-8a5c-18fa8a4272b3
to start picking the child you want to build a shoebox for and the items to place inside the shoebox.
Pack your own OCC Shoebox!
There is an Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Tree in the Narthex with shoeboxes available for you to take, pack and
bring back.

National Collection Week – November 16th through November 23rd
Please see the calendar in the newsletter for times that we will be collection shoeboxes and contact Stacey if you would like
to volunteer to help.

Questions Contact:
Stacey Stults
OCC Drop Off Team Leader
(785) 650-3293
stacey_stults@yahoo.com
*****************************************************

DROP OFF HOURS: At Messiah Lutheran Church
11/16/20—Monday—4:00p,m to 6:00pm
11/17/20—Tuesday—11:00am to 1:00pm
11/18/20—Wednesday —11:00am to 1:00pm
11/19/20—Thursday—11:00am to 1:00pm
11/20/20— Friday —4:00pm to 6:00pm
11/21/20—-Saturday—1:00pm to 3:00pm
11/22/20—Sunday —12:00pm to 2:00pm
11/23/20—Monday —9:00am to 11:00am
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
Shirley Thomason

11-1

Samantha Vesper

11-14

Don Bickle

11-3

Avery Day

11-15

Darlene Pearson

11-3

Curtis Deines

11-16

Declan Fitzmorris

11-4

Betty Stark

11-17

Jack Hilgers

11-4

Ellery Marshall

11-18

Brynlee Johnson

11-4

Benjamin Venteicher 11-19

Tasha Fabin

11-5

Ashlynn Erickson

11-20

Finn Harvey

11-7

Steve Reed

11-20

Kade Rittenhouse

11-8

Elizabeth Venteicher 11-20

Baylor Fabin

11:9

Keith Harmoney

11-26

Pastor Mallardi

11-9

Brannan Lonsdale

11-26

Bailey Albin

11-12

Cody Seib

11-28

Janet Ehrlich

11-12

Carol Park

11-13

Sylina Zhang

11-13

Shirley Cramer

11-14

Wishing all of you:
the Greatest Blessings on
your Special Days!

Happy Anniversary!
Justin & Jada Gemaehlich
Terry & Darla Hanks
Gary & Sharon Wegele
Tom & Sue Staab
Craig and Melissa Irwin

11-11
11-17
11-19
11-23
11-29
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NEWS FROM EVANGELISM:

We are still in need of greeters, We are in need of one for December and January. If you can
help please see Sharon or email at sharonleikam@gmail.com.
Plans are being made for a Lutheran week-long work retreat in Colorado. Registration begins
on October 31st, 2020.
EVENT TYPE: construction, environment, outreach.
PARTICIPANT AGE IS 11.
PLACE: WOODLAND PARK.
Please see Pastor if you are interested in this.
We will be helping Janine October 30th with the drive-by trick or treat Halloween in downtown.
We had intended to do our annual November fundraiser, but have decided to postpone it until
after the new year.
A heartfelt thank you goes out to Ila and Gary Hulett for all the years of service to Mission Action Team and Evangelism. What a blessing they have been. We will miss them, but will still
continue all to see the quilts that Ila makes that are shipped to other places. Thank you both so
much and may He continue to bless you. God Bless you all and stay safe.

NOBLEMEN of Messiah
Meeting @ 7:45pm Every Wednesday, after Midweek. We are looking at the book of
Revelation asking the question: Where is Jesus in this book?
Our next social event is: Gellas’s Diner & Lb. Brewing @ 7:00pm

DRIVE THRU COMMUNION is only Held on the FIRST SUNDAY
of each month, at 10:00am—
This Drive Thru is held, in addition to our regular communion during our normal
church services each week!
For The DRIVE THRU COMMUNION—PLEASE use ONLY The 20th Street side of the
church.

We ask that those coming to regular services on the First Sunday of each month to
PLEASE Park in the North Parking Lot ONLY.. So that the South Side (20th Street) can be
used for the drive thru communion.
Traffic cones will be in place on the 20th Street Side, to secure the space we need to do this.
Please enter on the East side of 20th and exit onto the Main Street side of 20th.
Regular Communion will continue to be held also, as normal, every Sunday during
services.
THANK YOU!
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NOVEMBER 2020
`

Sun
1

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

6

7

Ladies Bible

MidWeek

CBS—7:30pm

Study 8:30AM

6:15 pm to

LYF Room
Ladies Evening
Bible Study

13

14

Worship Service
8:30am
Edu. Hour 9:45

Courtyard

7:30 pm

Morning Song 11:00am

Parish Life

LYF-7:30 HSR

DRIVE THRU
COMMUNION

MTG-

NBM –7:45pm

6:30pm

@ 10:00am

8:30 pm
By ZOOM

8

9

10

11

12

Worship Service
8:30am

LWML

Ladies Bible

MidWeek

CBS—7:30pm

MOPS

Meeting @
6:30pm

Study 8:30AM

6:15 pm to

LYF Room

9:00am--Noon

Courtyard

7:30 pm

OCC Setup

Courtyard

BOD Mtg.

LYF-7:30 HSR

Ladies Evening
Bible Study

6:30pm

NBM –7:45pm

17

18

19

Worship Service
8:30am

LBS 8:30AM

MidWeek

Courtyard

6:15 pm to

CBS -7:30pm
LYF Room

Edu. Hour 9:45

Evangelism

7:30 pm

Mtg

LYF-7:30 HSR

6:30pm

NBM –7:45pm

Edu. Hour 9:45
Morning Song 11:00am

15

16

Morning Song 11:00am

OCC PACKIING
PARTY @ 10:30

OCC DROP OFF ALL THIS WEEK—SEE TIMES BELOW:
4:00—6:00pm

11:00am-1:00pm 11:00am—1:00pm 11:00am-1:00pm
25

26

Worship Service
8:30am

Final OCC
drop off
9:00-11:00am

LBS 8:30AM

MidWeek

Courtyard

6:15 pm to

CBS-7:30pm
LYF Room

12:00—2:00pm

OCC BOXES to
OAKLEY @
1:00pm

29

30

Worship Service 8:30am
Edu. Hour 9:45
Morning Song 11:00am

21

By ZOOM

24

OCC DROP OFF

20

8:30 pm

23

Morning Song 11:00am

Courtyard

Ladies Evening
Bible Study

22

VOTERS MEETING
between services

9:00am

8:30 pm

7:30 pm
LYF-7:30 HSR
NBM –7:45pm

Ladies Evening
Bible Study
8:30 pm
By ZOOM

4:00pm-6:00pm 1:00-3:00pm
27

28

9

NOVEMBER 2020
Date

Parish Life

Altar Guild

Ushers

11-1

L1: Tina Simpson

Janet Ehrlich

Dustin Wegele

Sun.

A1: Paul Simpson

Sandi Maier

Melvin Ehrlich
Jeff Marshall

L2: Warren Kohtz

Organist

Acolyte

Greeters

First Service:

First Service:

Kevin Sauer

Curtis Sander

Adalynn Wilkie
Sheri Barber

Morning Song:

Morning Song:

Gloria Blackwell

Caleb Mallardi

First Service:

First Service:

11-8

L1: Steve Stults

Janet Ehrlich

Dustin Wegele Sylvia Bixenman

Sun.

A1:

Sandi Maier

Melvin Ehrlich
Jeff Marshall

L2: Curtis Deines

11-15

L: Kathy Reed

Janet Ehrlich

Dustin Wegele

Sun.

A: Wade Park

Sandi Maier

Melvin Ehrlich
Jeff Marshall

L2: Sherry Dryden

11-22

L1: Mia Knoll

Janet Ehrlich

Dustin Wegele

Sun.

A1:Denis Knoll

Sandi Maier

Melvin Ehrlich

Jeff Marshall
L2: Curtis Deines

11-29

Trevor Stults
Sheri Barber

Morning Song:

Morning Song:

Gloria Blackwell

Caleb Mallardi

First Service:

First Service:

Kevin Sauer

Curtis Sander

Landon Hardman

Sheri Barber

Morning Song:
Gloria Blackwell

Morning Song:

First Service:

First Service:

Marge Kertz

Issac Moreno

Keaton Brown

Morning Song:

Morning Song:

Gloria Blackwell

Dayton Deines

Janet Ehrlich

Dustin Wegele

First Service:

First Service:

A1:Rachel Albin

Sandi Maier

Melvin Ehrlich

Curtis Sander

Issac Moreno

Jeff Marshall
L2: Warren Kohtz

Kevin Sauer
Sheri Barber

L1: Jana Horsfall
Sun.

Kevin Sauer

Kevin Sauer
Sheri Barber

Morning Song:

Morning Song:

Gloria Blackwell Madison Polson

Messiah Lutheran
Church

2000 Main
Hays, Kansas 67601
Phone: 785-625-2057
Email: messiahsec@ruraltel.net

Return Service Requested

November 2020

PLEASE REMEMBER:
You are required to wear a Mask anywhere inside the church building– Unless
Otherwise Noted—We will inform you if it changes! Thank You for helping to
make a difference, and keeping yourself and others Healthy!

