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Messiah Lutheran Church

Pastor’s Message
Messiah Lutheran Church

Christ Centered, Family Strong, Mission Minded
When I was a kid, I got to go to Breezy Point day camp outside of Philly for two summers. When I was at camp, I became a trained lifeguard. Part of that training was diving
off the high dive and swimming down to the bottom of the pool to retrieve things off
the floor of the pool. In order do that you would have to climb the ladder and hold your
breath and jump. Then once you were underwater you would have to swim around
frantically looking and feeling for all of the objects at the bottom of the pool, before you
lost your ability to hold your breath.
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• Rev Dr. Mallardi:
• 639-2936
• Church Office:
• 625-2057
• DCE Ben Venteicher:
• 639-2933

As I have been talking with folks around the church everyone seems to be swimming
around frantically at the bottom of the pool while holding their breath as they try to
grasp one thing or another that they are worried about. We all have our reasons to be
fearful of what will come. The problem is that we are not in control of the future because we are not God. These recent months have proven that fact. Each of us are only
an exceedingly small part of God’s creation. We ourselves, our social construct, and our
economy are all fragile things and the Lord is showing us just how fragile all things actually are. He is also showing us how all things are in His hands; perhaps we have forgotten just how fragile we are and how He is in control of all things.
Like the Israelites the Lord might just be shaking us up, to get us to realize our own fragility, in order that once again our attention would not be placed upon whatever we are
frantically scrambling for while we hold our breath underwater. Instead that we would
come before the Lord in fasting and prayer returning to the Lord our God, seeking only
His will and His desires, no longer seeking our own will and desires, thinking that we
are God but humbly acknowledging Him as the Lord of all.

• Cong. President:
• Gabe Hardman 656-1908
• Parish Life Chair:
• Paul Phillips 625-6774
Website:
messiahlutheranhays.com

Please feel free to contact me at any time 795 639 2936.
The Lord’s blessings to you in Christ Jesus the Great Physician,
Pastor
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Happenings at Messiah...

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Our normal in-person classes and programs (Sunday School, Midweek, and Youth Group)
are continuing to be on hold until this all passes by. We pray you have been able to take
time to do some family Bible Study and devotions in the home. Pastor and DCE Ben continue to post things on our church website and via YouTube (search “Messiah Lutheran
Hays”), please check out these resources to find some that work for your family and situation. We continue to pray for each of you daily!
Please give us feedback as you use these resources, so we know how best to support your
family.
If you have any additional ideas or need help, please reach out to Pastor or DCE Ben.
SUNDAY SCHOOL & MIDWEEK LESSON OPTIONS...
You can find a number of resources at: www.MessiahLutheranHays.com
Click on the tab at top labeled “Info Center”, then you will see drop down options
On the BIBLE STUDIES page
Pastor has been working on a number of Bible studies to include a look at Galatians
On the MIDWEEK AND SUNDAY SCHOOL page
DCE Ben has put together a few resources that tie into lessons that were planned for our
Sunday mornings.
TABLE TALKS- Bible studies that provide an outline for weekly family devotions
BRINGING FAITH HOME- Provide scripture that ties into Sunday reading, a section of
Catechism review
SUNDAY SCHOOL QUESTIONS- Questions and Lesson helpers for parents to talk about
Bible Stories
ACTIVITY SHEETS- Parents can print activity sheets as they see fit for their child(ren).
CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE (CPH) has offered up a variety of resources that you can
DOWNLOAD FOR FREE!! As Lutheran Christians, CPH is the trustworthy go-to place for our Lutheran educational tools and resources. Also check out the CPH blog for great articles: https://
blog.cph.org/
CHECK OUT OUR YOUTH & EDUCATION ZOOM MEETINGS!!
Please check your email for login and password information for each of these meetings. If
you haven’t received these emails or misplaced the info, please reach out to DCE Ben for
details.
· Midweek Send-Off Zoom Party May 6th (Wednesday) @ 5:30pm (one time event)
· Middle School Youth (CIA) Wednesdays @ 3:30pm (meeting weekly)
· High School Youth (LYF) Wednesdays @ 7:00pm (meeting weekly)
· Noble Men (Led by Josh Enslow) - Wednesdays @ 7:30pm (meeting weekly)
· College Bible Study (Led by Micah Pobanz) - Thursdays @ 7:30pm (meeting weekly)
.
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April Showers
April showers bring May flowers! This saying resonated in my head as I thought about the impact rain
has on our environment. I have started my garden work and planted my first tomato plant and given my son
Isaiah the important task of daily watering. With a recent rain I told him he had the day off because God had
taken care of the watering.
This got me thinking about another important rain... the Great Flood we find in the Bible. We see Noah
and his family being warned that the world had become corrupt to the point that God decrees its destruction.
How terrible the world had become that only a single family remained (8 souls) would be saved. Hearing God’s
command to build an Ark, Noah spends years painstakingly putting the ship together.
At the ripe age of 600 he and his family are told to enter the Ark and God shuts them in. The rain comes
down and flood gates open for 40 days and cover the world completely. This family confined to the boundaries
of the Ark spend their days caring for all the animals and wondering when will they be free to roam the earth
again. They spend OVER A YEAR aboard that homemade life raft (Read Genesis 6-9).
We too may be struggling with a different type of rain (Covid-19) and are frustrated with our circumstances. It has trapped us in our homes and isolated us from people we care about. It has caused death and fear
to those around us and changed everything. We don’t feel normal and perhaps want to scream out at God and
ask... WHY?!
Like Noah, we have an opportunity to put our faith into action. We are given opportunity to bond more
closely with our families, and in this extreme situation, we are challenged to put ALL of our TRUST in the Lord
that this will work itself out in the end. As Christians, thru our Baptism we have been united to God’s family.
We know that we are now in His capable and loving hands. The world around us may be filled with terrible
and terrifying things that test our patience and endurance, yet it is God who gives us LIFE and a FUTURE.
(Read 1 Peter 3:18-22)
We don’t always understand at times the WHY, but at the end of the day, it is more important to know
the WHO. Jesus has washed away our sins in His blood and we are given new life. No matter the struggles we
endure, God has prevailed and so will we. May we all look forward to the May flowers that are ahead. In
Christ, ~ DCE Ben

A MIDWEEK MINUTE:

Midweek ZOOM Party- Mark your calendars for Wednesday, May 6th at 5:30pm.
We are looking to have an evening of fun as we look back at some of the fun things we did this past
year. We will have some singing, trivia games, devotion, and fellowship time. We would love to see
your smiling faces! Zoom Login details will be sent out via email. Contact DCE
Ben with any questions.
Midweek Surveys:
Here are two quick surveys we are hoping you will take 2-3 minutes
to complete as we continue to improve our midweek program. Feel
free to complete both if you are a parent & volunteer.
Please complete if you have not done so already.
PARENT SURVEY- https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6MD6YN2
VOLUNTEER SURVEY- https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6CMSZ9H

MEMORY WORK:
If you have memory work that you would still like to review... we are trusting parents with the honor
system. Please let DCE Ben know and we will annotate for the final recognition this fall.
Thanks again for being a part of our Midweek program. God put together such a wonderful team,
and we appreciate everyone’s participation!!
.
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FOOD COLLECTION:
Parish Life is inviting folks to support our Church Pantry. This pantry will help our neighbors both from Messiah and our local community. We are collecting box/canned food in our courtyard. Please bring it in to the
South Courtyard doors and you will find a table to drop off at.
********************************************************************
PLEASE—STAY HEALTHY, STAY WELL, and STAY SAFE…. Please know that each of
you are in our daily prayers, and if there is anything, you need, please contact us here at
the church office.

REJOICE and CELEBRATE LIFE
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
Landon Hardman
Logan Polson
Dave Vesper
Scott Drush
Swede Holmgren
Kim Thomason
Kinley Brown
Jessica Feyerherm
Kim Seib
Wade Park
Dustin Wegele
Sherry Dryden
Susan Green

5-4
5-4
5-4
5-5
5-5
5-5
5-6
5-6
5-6
5-7
5-7
5-10
5-10

Diane Drush
Sarah Erickson
Susan Roszel
Michael Albrecht
Brooke Deines
Marshall Perryman
Melody Barton
Alex Feyerherm
Kyleigh Brown
Col Lonsdale
Chuck Zadina
Jackson Reed

5-11
5-11
5-11
5-13
5-14
5-15
5-19
5-20
5-23
5-24
5-24
5-27

Happy
Anniversary!
Mike & Sheryl Butler

5-19

Kenneth & Chelsea Eickhoff
Roger & Sally Jo Hanhardt
Jacob & Sarah Erickson
Benjamin & Michelle Venteicher
Joe & Joy Chretien
Paul & Pat Phillips
Jeff & Tara Marshall

5-19
5-19
5-23
5-24
5-26
5-29
5-30
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EVANGELISM NEWS
Continue to Pray for Our Communities and Our Nation!

Evangelism has not met since January 21, so there isn’t much to report. We
have finished the VISITORS CORNER in the Narthex. Thank you to Micah
Pobanz for making our sign.
The board has continued to have zoom board meetings. We decided to call
every member to just check in and it has been accomplished with Ben, Paul
Phillips, Louise Reese, Krista Brooks, Sheri Barber and myself calling. We
hope we did not miss anyone. It was wonderful to hear the voices of everyone. Teresa Feyerherm and I set up a group of volunteers to help the older
members get groceries and any other needs. It is still in place.

Our schedule at this time is as follows.
June, clean-up at Dream camp. (pending)
November 22nd-soup supper/pie auction.
December 2nd-Advent night
As we ease back into attending church and our functions when the time comes, there will be updates.
DURING THIS TIME WHEN WE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO PHYSICALLY WRAP OUR ARMS AROUND EACH
OTHER, LET US FIND WAYS TO BE THE LOVING EMBRACE OF GOD TO OUR NEIGHBORS. AMEN!!!
GOD BLESS YOU ALL.....

Disclaimer:

ALL of the Calendar information in this newsletter was in
place and printed prior to any possible updated reports expected to be coming from Gov. Kelly’s office, on Thursday
April 30.
With her expected announcements, there may or may not
be changes that would need to be made in the calendar.
If that happens, we will forward an updated and corrected
calendar to you.
This information comes from our Board of Directors as of
this date.
Thank You.

6

MAY 2020
Sun
3

Mon
4

Worship Service
on YouTube

Tue

Wed
5

Thu
6

Fri
7

Sat
1

2

8

9

CIA-ZOOM

Service of Prayer
and Preaching

Parish Life

Mtg 3:30pn

ZOOM Meeting

LYF-ZOOM

6:30pm

Mtg 7:00pm
NBM-ZOOM

CBS –ZOOM
Mtg.7:30pm

MOPSZOOM

LBSE –ZOOM
Mtg.8:30pm

Mtg –9:30am

Mtg 7:30pm
10

11

Worship Service
on YouTube
Divine Service
Setting 1

12

13

14

BOD

CIA-ZOOM

ZOOM Meeting

Mtg 3:30pn

CBS –ZOOM
Mtg.7:30pm

6:30pm

LYF-ZOOM
Mtg 7:00pm

15

16

22

23

29

30

LBSE –ZOOM
Mtg.8:30pm

NBM-ZOOM

Mtg 7:30pm
17

18

19

Worship Service
on YouTube

20

21

CIA-ZOOM

CBS –ZOOM
Mtg.7:30pm

Mtg 3:30pn

Service of Prayer
and Preaching

LYF-ZOOM
Mtg 7:00pm

LBSE –ZOOM
Mtg.8:30pm

NBM-ZOOM
Mtg 7:30pm
27

28

Worship Service
on YouTube

CIA-ZOOM

CBS –ZOOM
Mtg.7:30pm

Divine Service

LYF-ZOOM

24

Setting 1

_____________
31
Worship Service
on YouTube
Service of Prayer
and Preaching

25

26

Mtg 3:30pn
Mtg 7:00pm
NBM-ZOOM
Mtg 7:30pm

LBSE –ZOOM
Mtg.8:30pm
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Stay connected with Messiah during this time of social distancing:
1. Messiah Lutheran Church ...Facebook Page
2. Messiah Lutheran Hays ...YouTube Channel
3. Please contact church office if DVDs of services is of interest
ZOOM MEETINGS
Messiah now has a Zoom Subscription that can be used to host web meetings, bible studies or other events to help keep us connected during this time of social distancing. If you
would like to schedule a Zoom Meeting please contact Sandi at the church office and she
will help you get it set up. Please note that church business meetings like Parish Life,
Board of Directors and Education Committee will take precedence of any other meeting
requests as only one meeting can be held at a given time. If you are in a group using
Zoom, the leader of the group, notifies you by email, to let you know when meetings are
and how to join in the meetings.

Ways to give offering to Messiah:
Drop Off – If you are at the church for use of the sanctuary you can drop off your offering envelope in the
wooden locked “Alter Flower” box that is located on the Southwest wall as you go into the Courtyard.

This following Option for Mail will be coming out to you as a printed and mailed letter to each family
coming next week.:
Mail – For your convenience we have included church addressed envelopes in this letter that you can use to mail
your offering envelope back to the church. If this is helpful for you and you would like more envelopes,
please contact the church office and let us know. Church address is:
Messiah Lutheran Church
2000 Main St
Hays, KS 67601
Bank Draft – Through your online banking options set up a payment to go to Messiah. Most online banking
options allow you to set up a monthly or weekly recurring payment that the bank then automatically sends a
check to the payee.
Online Giving – We now have a NEW online giving option through the website or app called Tithe.ly We
have been in the process of getting this set up and are now ready to offer this as offering option. Enclosed is instructions on how to set up an account and how to complete your offering. If you have any
questions or need help setting up your account please feel free to contact Treasurer Stacey Stults at (785)
650-3293 or email: stacey_stults@yahoo.com
We understand that you have preferences on how you complete your offering and we hope one of the ways listed
above fits your preferences.

Messiah Lutheran
Church

2000 Main
Hays, Kansas 67601
Phone: 785-625-2057
Email: messiahsec@ruraltel.net
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