
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
 

June 21 – The Unforgiving Servant 

Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Open with Prayer 
 

Catechism Reading 
 

Read the assigned Scripture & then Discuss 
 

Questions for kids... 

YOUNGER KIDS 
1) What does the word “Forgive” mean?  (Sorry, remorse, not holding accountable 

for wrongdoing) What kinds of things have you done that hurt someone else... did 

they forgive you? (say mean things, hurt them, took their stuff)  
 

2) How many times does Jesus tell Peter that we should forgive someone else?  Why 

does he say to forgive that many times? (Jesus forgives ALL our sins, every time) 
 

3) Who are people in our life that are like a “King/Queen”? (Parents, president, 

teachers, pastor) How do they guide us in life? (accountability, Right & Wrong) 
 

4) Why do we get punished?  When do we get rewarded? (God says there are right 

& wrong things/10 commandments) What does God say about heavenly/spiritual 

reward/punishment? (There are earthly consequences & heavenly rewards) 
 

5) What does the word “Mercy” mean? (undeserved kindness/love) Have your 

parents ever been merciful to you? (don’t punish even though you deserve it) 
 

OLDER KIDS 
1) If you were asked to do something & you didn’t do it, what consequences did 

you experience or earn? Give examples. 
 

2) Explain to your parents what happened in this parable (Summarize, Draw picture) 
 

3) In the story, the servant goes to prison for being wicked... what did he do wrong? 

Give examples for why people go to jail today? Can they be forgiven? 
 

4) If we make a mistake and realize it, what should we do? (Ask for forgiveness) If 

someone comes to us and asks for forgiveness what should we do? (Forgive) 
 

5) Discuss Jesus’ mercy given to us when we sin repeatedly. (His death on the cross)  

 

Closing Thoughts & Prayer... can take prayer requests from kids 

** You are welcome to print out the additional worksheets for your children 

to help reinforce this lesson. There are 2 sets, for Younger kids & Older kids.  



TEACHING NOTES FOR PARENTS  
 

June 21 – The Unforgiving Servant 

Matthew 18:21-35 
 

THE FORGIVENESS EQUATION- Matthew 18:21-22 (Also Matthew 18:15-20) 

Jesus is the source of our forgiveness and the example by which we are to live.  In 

Matthew 18:15-20, which leads up to this parable, we see Jesus lay out the guidelines by 

which Christians are to carry out forgiveness.  When someone sins, they need to be 

made aware that a sin has occurred and thru 2 or 3 witnesses a case is made for the 

need for confession.  Confession and forgiveness are a crucial part of the Christian life.  

Vs 21-22, Peter is clarifying the rabbinic rule of the day (some Rabbis only said forgive 3 

times).  Jesus makes it clear that forgiveness has no boundaries.  When we as Christians 

are asked to forgive, we should be willing to forgive from our heart the transgression no 

matter how horrible it may have been.  We do this because we fail in our sin more times 

than we can count.  Our weak human flesh condemns us to the pits of hell and we are 

left living in fear and spiritual destitution from the havoc sin creates in our life.  This can 

be a HUGELY difficult task depending on how deeply we are hurt and by whom.  The 

people we struggle with in this life provide us with opportunity to let God shine thru us in 

the most challenging circumstances.  At times, the punishment due a person will come 

to fruition, sometimes not, yet a broken and contrite heart demands our unconditional 

love and truest forgiveness as this is a command of our Lord and savior. 
 

LEARN FROM MISTAKES & MERCY- Matthew 18:23-35 

The parable Jesus uses is extremely convicting for the “unforgiving servant” and a stark 

reminder that the cost of sin bears consequences we are too feeble to repair on our 

own.  The king (Jesus) offers mercy, yet the servant refuses to offer the same mercy to 

another and in the end, faces a greater punishment.  We forgive others because we 

are forgiven.  Even as Jesus hangs on the cross, he pleads to his Father in heaven that 

men be spared the punishment due for killing an innocent soul. (Luke 23:34) What is 

more amazing is they had not yet confessed the error of their actions till after his death. 

(Luke 23:47-48) We must practice/use the words... “Please forgive me” & “I forgive you.” 
 

PARABLES- What are they? (notes from the Lutheran Study Bible- Parables pg. 1609) 

Parables are a teaching tool with deep roots in the Old Testament (check out Judges 

9:8-15), and typically use a metaphorical story, suggestive imagery, and/or memorable 

turns of phrase to clarify a spiritual truth.  Many parables illuminate the nature of God’s 

Kingdom.  The word originally signified the placing of two or more objects together for 

the sake of comparison.  In the Gospels, parables are typically (1) allegorical stories that 

reveal how God is inaugurating His heavenly reign on earth thru Jesus, or (2) such a 

story teaching disciples how they should live in view of God’s reign.  Jesus often speaks 

in parables, then interprets these parables and explains God’s real & coming judgment.   
 

** Parents you are encouraged to pull out your catechism and review the section on 

“Confession”  If you look at the Explanation section it goes into greater detail both for 

your benefit and your children as they bring up any other questions. 

** Contact Pastor or DCE Ben if you need a copy of the catechism for your home. 


