
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Christ Centered, Family Strong, Mission Minded 

 

In the book of Acts we are given a picture of the church it describes the church in this 
way, "They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and          
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple 
together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and  
generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord    
added to their number day by day those who were being saved." (Acts 2:42-47) 

Unlike the church at that time we have not been able to meet together in quite a while 
but there is light at the end of the tunnel the Board of Directors of Messiah met on   
Tuesday May 27th the notes from the meeting read.  
 

"After much discussion, the Board approved to allow congregation members to attend 
the 2:00 p.m. Saturday afternoon services which are recorded for the Sunday morning 
online service following the pew guidelines and continue with drive-through commun-
ion on Sundays, but the time will be changed to 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon to avoid the 
heat. Each congregation member will be responsible for their own safety personal     
protection equipment (masks and gloves), if they choose to use it." 

The time line is as follows:  
 

This Sunday May 31st and next Sunday June 7th. Will be conducted in the above fore 
mentioned manner.  
 

June 2nd Parish Life will meet to discuss recommendations on fully reopening church.  
 

June 9th the Board of Directors will meet to vote on fully reopening church.  
 

I look forward to seeing all of you soon!  

The Lord's blessings in Christ,  

Pastor  
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2  Happenings  at Messiah... 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Our normal in-person classes and programs (Sunday School, Midweek, and Youth Group) are continuing to be on hold 
until the Messiah Board of Directors gives the green light to meet in-person.  We hope to do some sort of Summer 
Sunday School once that happens.  We are also looking to do a monthly ZOOM Sunday School hour with kids starting 
in June.  Look for details via email. 
  
We pray you have been able to take time to do some family Bible Study and devotions in the home.  Pastor and DCE 
Ben continue to post things on our church website and via YouTube (search “Messiah Lutheran Hays”), please check 
out these resources to find some that work for your family and situation.  We continue to pray for each of you daily! 
  
Please give us feedback as you use these resources, so we know how best to support your family. 
If you have any additional ideas or need help, please reach out to Pastor or DCE Ben. 
  
SUNDAY SCHOOL & MIDWEEK LESSON OPTIONS...  
You can find a number of resources at: www.MessiahLutheranHays.com 
Click on the tab at top labeled “Info Center”, then you will see drop down options 
  
On the BIBLE STUDIES page 
Pastor has been working on a number of Bible studies to include a look at Galatians. 
  
On the MIDWEEK AND SUNDAY SCHOOL page 
DCE Ben has put together a few resources that tie into lessons that were planned for our Sunday mornings. 
TABLE TALKS- Bible studies that provide an outline for weekly family devotions 
BRINGING FAITH HOME- Provide scripture that ties into Sunday reading, a section of Catechism review 
SUNDAY SCHOOL QUESTIONS- Questions and Lesson helpers for parents to talk about Bible Stories 
ACTIVITY SHEETS- Parents can print activity sheets as they see fit for their child(ren). 
  
CHECK OUT OUR YOUTH & EDUCATION ZOOM MEETINGS!! 
Please check your email for login and password information for each of these meetings.  If you haven’t received these 
emails or misplaced the info, please reach out to DCE Ben for details. 
  

•         Middle School Youth (CIA) -                        Wednesdays @ 3:30pm (meeting weekly) 
•         High School Youth (LYF) -                             Wednesdays @ 7:00pm (meeting weekly) 

 
 
A MIDWEEK MINUTE: 
  
Midweek ZOOM Party- Thanks to everyone who participated in the ZOOM Send-off and we will look for you all to 
gather again in the fall.  If you have memory work completed, please message DCE Ben to update the file and we will 
do a recognition of students this fall. Please fill out your Midweek surveys! 
  
  
 YOUTH TRANSITIONS 
In regard to Summer youth classes, activities, and Vacation Bible School, children will stay with their current grade or 
Sunday School classes until Rally Sunday (in August).  Parents of current 5th graders are invited to attend the Youth 
Parent meeting on Wednesday, August 5th to learn more about fall activities. 
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Small Steps- Giant Leaps 

 
The end of May brought some good news for folks wanting to get out of their houses and back to some type of    

normal.  However, this wasn’t the news I was most fascinated with... although it is HUGE news.  I got excited for the Space X 
rocket launch that put 2 Americans into space.  It’s the first time we’ve done so from American soil since 2011 with the NASA 
program shutting down.  It is also the first ever commercially run company to do so.  Assuming all goes well and the          
Astronauts return home safely, this will usher in a new age of space flight and missions. 

As a child, I loved looking up into the night sky and was amazed at all the twinkling stars shining back at me.  The 
Nebraska night sky is so incredibly big!  It filled me with amazement and wonder. What is out there!?  Since the beginning of 
time, God has filled the cosmos with an incredible light show that has captured the imaginations of mankind.  Sailors and  
travelers navigate by the stars.  People set calendars by the movement of the earth, moon, and sun. (Genesis 1:14-19) 

With a heaven so big, we may consider what sort of God could have made all this and what is he like?  Yet, despite all 
of its splendor, man continues to question the existence of God.  We ponder the design and try to rationalize God away with 
far stretched theories and manmade ideas.  We get so lost in the details of it, that we can miss the beauty of it all and see it for 
what it is.  King David says in Psalm 8: “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for 
him?”   

The value that we have is found in Jesus.  Despite having a God who is so much more than we can imagine; he took 
on human flesh (his own creation), so that He could bring us to Himself.  With a broken sin filled world destined for          
destruction, God reached down from the cosmos and cradled us in His arms.  He claims us as His family and finds joy in His 

children as they learn to walk, run, and even fly into space.  We get to explore the world and universe He has given us.  We 
are amazingly blessed!  When the world seems down and drab and all is hopeless and lost.  Take a moment and 
LOOK UP.  Turn your eyes to heaven and know that there are amazing things ahead of us, yet to be discovered! 

Marveling at God’s love.   In Jesus, ~ DCE Ben 

 
OTHER EVENTS COMING UP At Messiah for Youth: 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
At this time we are still planning to host our annual Vacation Bible School during the week of July 27-31st (Monday to 
Thursday, with a pool party on Friday)  You can find registration forms on our church website at: 
www.MessiahLutheranHays.com or fill out a paper registration and return to the church office.  If you have a desire to 
volunteer for VBS there will be “Volunteer Training” sessions coming in July.  More details to come as COVID restrictions 
are loosened up.  Please try to attend one of these sessions if you plan to help with VBS.  The training is to familiarize  
volunteers with the 2020 theme and we will share any changes in format from last year.  
 
High School & Middle School Events 
The Youth Committee are in the planning stages of some monthly fellowship events for our Messiah youth, please check 
your emails for details.  If you have questions, contact DCE Ben. 
 
HS WHITE WATER RAFTING 
The High School youth will again be traveling to Colorado for a weekend (July 10-12) of fun and time in the water!  In  
order to reserve rooms and make plans, we need to get a headcount.  Please let Keith or DCE Ben know by June 24th if 
you plan to go.  This would be for youth who were in high school this past year (2019-20), not in-coming 8th graders. 
 
“HONOR YOUR PARENTS” DAY RAFFLE – MESSIAH YOUTH FUNDRAISER 
On June 21st, the Messiah youth will host a raffle fundraiser to help raise funds to offset our summer activities.  We will 
have TWO grand prize bundles (valued at $100 each)... one for Dad and one for Mom.  Tickets cost is $1.00 for 1 ticket or 
$5.00 for 6 tickets.  Please contact DCE Ben to place ticket orders... you can call or text at: 785-639-2933 or email at  

BenVDCE@gmail.com.  The winning tickets will be drawn on Sunday, June 21st (Father’s Day).  Tickets can be bought the 
day of event, but prior-event purchases are appreciated!     

http://www.MessiahLutheranHays.com
mailto:BenVDCE@gmail.com


 

Happy 

Anniversary! 
Blaine & Sherry Dryden       June 5 

Mike & Sandi Maier  June 6 

Dan & Rhonda Meyerhoff   June 6 

Ryan & LaChelle Fitzmorris June 9 

 Swede & Jenni Holmgren  June 14 

 Marc & Adria Polson  June 25 

 Jerry & Betty Stark   June 26 

 Cory & Melissa Conley  June 30 

 Mike & Linda McLain  June 30 
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             THE FOOD COLLECTION FOR the MEMBERS of Messiah Lutheran Church!! 

THE FOOD COLLECTION down in the Courtyard, on the Big Table by the doors, -   This 
food is for any of our MLC Members who are in need of some extra help, during this 
time of “layoffs” and uncertainty with jobs.   If  YOU and Your Family  are in this  

status, PLEASE know that you are very welcome to come in and take any food from the 
table in the courtyard., as you may need to help you thru this time. 
 
******************************************************************* 

PLEASE—STAY HEALTHY, STAY WELL, and STAY SAFE…. Please know that each of 

you are in our daily prayers, and if there is anything, you need, please contact us here at 

the church office.  The Lord’s Blessings Always. 

Sally Jo Hanhardt June 1 

Sharon Leikam June 1 

Holdyn Seib  June 1 

Louise Reese  June 2 

Mallory Vesper June 4 

Sheri Barber  June 5 

Dan Meyerhoff June 5 

Jody Vesper  June 7 

Brad Pendergast    June 11 

Dylan Schlegel       June 11 

Stacey Kregar        June 14 

John Rielle             June 16 

Roger Hanhardt     June 17 

 

  
 

Craig Irwin        June 17 
Gary Hulett        June 20 
JW Perry              June 21 
Alison Waller       June 21 
Cohen Pendergast June 22 
Aiden Hardman   June 23 
Jeff Marshall        June 25 
Aiden Wegele        June 25 
Errol Wuertz         June 25 
Abigail Mallardi   June 27 
Hannah Mallardi June 27 
Abbigail Conley   June 28 
Brittany Lyon      June 28 
 
 
  

 REJOICE and CELEBRATE  LIFE 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 

Stay connected with Messiah during this time of social distancing: 

1. Messiah Lutheran Church   ...Facebook Page 

2. Messiah Lutheran Hays  ...YouTube Channel 

3. Please contact church office if DVDs of services is of interest 

            

  SPECIAL THANKS to Messiah Lutheran Church : 

      We wish to  give a Big THANK You to our Messiah Lutheran Congregation for the beautiful  

flowers we recently received.   

It was a such a nice surprise to us, to let us know you all are  thinking of us.   

                           Thank You all also for your continued prayers and support. 

                      Jerry and Betty Stark     
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EVANGELISM NEWS 

              WE HAVE VERY LITTLE TO REPORT AS WE HAVE NOT MET SINCE JANUARY. OUR NEXT MEETING IS 

JUNE 16TH, AND I BELIEVE WE WILL BE ABLE TO HAVE OUR REGULAR MEETING. I WILL BE IN TOUCH AND LET 

YOU KNOW. 
  

AFTER 31 YEARS OF HOLDING DREAM CAMP, SHERYL AND MIKE BUTLER HAVE DECIDED 

TO CANCEL THE TWO SUMMER CAMPS THEY HAD SCHEDULED. REFERAL SOURCES WERE 

MINIMAL BECAUSE OF WHAT CAN AND CANNOT BE DONE. THE REFERAL SOURCES SAID 

THEY WILL BE 100% BEHIND THE TWO CAMPS NEXT SUMMER. I KNOW THEY ARE SAD,       

ESPECIALLY FOR THE CHILDREN. BUT BETTER TO BE SAFE THAN SORRY. 

LORD, HELP PEOPLE TO DECIDE TO FOLLOW WHATEVER GUIDELINES ARE SET FORTH 

DURING THIS TIME. BE SAFE AND STAY WELL. 

 THEREFORE, WE WILL NOT FEAR, THOUGH THE EARTH GIVE WAY AND THE MOUNTAINS 

FALL INTO THE HEART OF THE SEA.  

PSALMS 46:-1-2.  

  

  Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible Study Group 
 
 

This Bible Study will begin meeting again, in September. 
 
We are asking all ladies, who attend the Tuesday Morning, 8:30am Bible Study , 
to please be studying the book of  Revelation for your bible study which will 
begin on TUESDAY—September 8th . 
  
Your study leader has requested you have questions ready for your 3 week over-
view of the book.      Prayers and blessings to you all., Sally Jo 

                               GOD BLESS OUR  NATION 
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     Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

 

2 

 

Parish Life 

Meeting 

6:30pm 

3 

CIA-ZOOM 

Mtg 3:30pn 

LYF-ZOOM 

Mtg 7:00pm 

NBM-Mtg 7:30pm 

4 

 

LBSE –ZOOM   

Mtg.8:30pm 

Subject to change 

 

5 

 

6 

 

 

7 

Worship Service 

on YouTube 

 Divine Service 

Setting 1 

Drive thru 

Communion 

10:00—Noon 

8 

 

 

 

9 

 

BOD  

Meeting 

6:30pm 

10 

CIA-ZOOM 

Mtg 3:30pn 

LYF-ZOOM 

Mtg 7:00pm 

NBM- Mtg 7:30pm 

HS Mario Kart Party  

11 

 

LBSE –ZOOM   

Mtg.8:30pm 

Subject to change 

 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

TO BE 

ANNOUNCED 

15 

 

 

 

 

16 

 
 

 

 

 

17 

CIA-ZOOM 

Mtg 3:30pn 

LYF-ZOOM 

Mtg 7:00pm 

NBM- Mtg 7:30pm 

CIA @ Dream Camp  

18 

 

LBSE –ZOOM   

Mtg.8:30pm 

Subject to change 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 

 

TO BE 

ANNOUNCED 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

24 

CIA-ZOOM 

Mtg 3:30pn 

LYF-ZOOM 

Mtg 7:00pm 

NBM- Mtg 7:30pm 

25 

 

LBSE –ZOOM   

Mtg.8:30pm 

Subject to change 

26 27 

29 

TO BE 

ANNOUNCED 

30 
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Disclaimer for Calendar Announcements: 

 ALL of the Calendar information in this newsletter is subject to change,  

beginning with June 14, as we will not know until June 9, if we will be   

having normal church services again. 

With that, and with Gov. Laura Kelly’s updated announcements, there may 

or may not be changes that would need to be made in our calendar. 

If there are changes to be made after the June 9th Board Meeting, we will 

send out the updated information through email.  

This information comes from our Board of Directors as of this date.  Thank 

You.  

 

Ways to give offering to Messiah: 

 

Drop Off – If you are at the church for use of the sanctuary you can drop off your offering envelope in the 

wooden locked “Alter Flower” box that is located on the Southwest wall as you go into the Courtyard. 

 

 This following  Option  for Mail will be coming out to you as a printed and mailed letter to each family 

coming next week.: 

Mail – For your convenience we have included church addressed envelopes in this letter that you can use to mail 

your offering envelope back to the church.  If this is helpful for you and you would like more envelopes, 

please contact the church office and let us know.  Church address is: 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

2000 Main St 

Hays, KS  67601 

 

Bank Draft – Through your online banking options set up a payment to go to Messiah.  Most online banking 

options allow you to set up a monthly or weekly recurring payment that the bank then automatically sends a 

check to the payee. 

 

Online Giving – We now have a NEW online giving option through the website or app called Tithe.ly  We 

have been in the process of getting this set up and are now ready to offer this as offering option.  En-

closed is instructions on how to set up an account and how to complete your offering.  If you have any 

questions or need help setting up your account please feel free to contact Treasurer Stacey Stults at (785) 

650-3293 or email: stacey_stults@yahoo.com 

We understand that you have preferences on how you complete your offering and we hope one of the ways listed 

above fits your preferences. 

mailto:stacey_stults@yahoo.com
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