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As a global community we have experienced a global event that has changed all of our 

lives in ways that we realize now and in ways that will have repercussions for many 

years to come. As a matter of fact, I don’t think that we will ever return to how things 

were, we never get to relive any moment in time. Time is an elusive construct that is 

ever fluent. Moments come and moments go, and time takes its toll on all of us indis-

criminately. There is a time for everything under the sun, but we never regain that time 

again.  
  

There are times in life when our outlook and view of life changes. When change hap-

pens, we realize the limitations of our own knowledge, strength, and control. In the 

face of the ramifications of time and change we have two options; we can allow them 

to drive us away from the Lord into despair, or towards the Lord in gratitude into His 

unchanging Word.  

King David in Psalm 111 allowed the circumstances of his life to drive him to the Lord 

in gratitude. As he wrote.  

Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the company 

of the upright, in the congregation. Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all 

who delight in them. Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness 

endures forever. He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is 

gracious and merciful. He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his 

covenant forever. He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the 

inheritance of the nations. The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts 

are trustworthy; they are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithful-

ness and uprightness. He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his cove-

nant forever. Holy and awesome is his name! The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures for-

ever! (Psalm 111) 

I pray as time, takes its time and change, changes what it must, no matter how that 
looks, you will always allow that process to move you to God’s unchanging Word in 

gratitude towards the Lord for His love and care.  -     Pastor Mallardi   
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                                                                           EDUCATION AND YOUTH 

 

 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
HUGE thanks to the many volunteers who helped make the Christmas program a success.  A special thanks 
to Brooke Deines, Gloria Blackwell, Andrea Harmoney, Marge Kertz, and Mike & Sandi Maier... the program 
couldn’t have happened without you!  The kids did a great job and we are thankful for parents getting kids 
to church!  Thank you for helping our kids tell others about Jesus! 
  

 UPCOMING SUNDAY SCHOOL & MIDWEEK SCHEDULE 
Here is a quick glance at the Sunday school schedule for this month. 
JANUARY: 
** Regular MIDWEEK CLASSES resume on Wednesday, January 6th from 6:15 to 7:30pm. 
** Regular SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES resume on Sunday, January 10th.  
** There currently is a congregational meeting planned for Sunday, January 17th after a 9:30am service.   
Sunday school will be a Lesson in a Bag that Sunday. 
  

WEATHER REMINDER:  
In the event of inclement weather and school gets cancelled… Midweek classes will also be cancelled that 
evening.  We follow USD 489 for weather cancellations. 
  

 SUNDAY SCHOOL & MIDWEEK VIDEO LESSONS 

Every week, DCE Ben is posting up on our YouTube channel a video lesson that covers the lesson topic for each 
Sunday and Wednesday.  If we miss you IN PERSON, you can still do some Bible Study time with your fami-
ly.  If you have any feedback on these lessons, please let DCE Ben know!  It takes a fair amount of time to put 
these together, and we want to make sure these lessons are helpful for Messiah families.  Adult members of our 
congregation are welcome to watch and enjoy these lessons too!  Simply go to YouTube online and search 
for “Messiah Lutheran Hays”. 
  

 YOUTH CHRISTMAS CAROLING & GIFT EXCHANGE 
Thank you to all the youth and Messiah folks who came out to do some Christmas caroling!  What a blessing 
to those you visited with as you spread some Christmas cheer, despite the cold winter air.  Thanks to Keith 
and Sheena who wrangled high school youth during the White Elephant gift exchange. 
  

 YOUTH PARENT MEETING 
We will have our January meeting on Wednesday, January 6th at 7:30pm.  This meeting is just for the par-
ents who have kids in 6th-12th grade.  Your attendance is important so you don’t miss out on topics and spe-
cific youth event details.  Please plan to attend and bring your family calendars. 
  

 HIGH SCHOOL SUPERBOWL PARTY 

High school youth mark your calendars, as you are invited to Keith Harmoney’s house for the Super Bowl on 
Sunday, February 7th.  Arrive around 5:15pm and bring a snack or drink to share. Look for more details to 
come via email. 
 
UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER:  Vacation Bible School for 2021 will be held July 26 thru July 30. 
 
 

We would like to give a HUGE THANK YOU to Pat Phillips for all the work she does 
in our library all year round.  So many enjoy the fruits of her labor. 
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Yoke of Christ 
 

 A show that my kids and I have become “slightly” infatuated with lately is the “Curse of Oak Island”.  
It is a reality TV series following a group of people who are searching for “treasure” on Oak Island off the coast 
of Canada.  Treasure hunters have been looking for buried treasure for over 225 years and the more they dig, the 
more items they find that make you scratch your head and wonder what history has taken place on that island.  
Recently they found old ox shoes that are British in design.  We talked about oxen yoke and I got to educate my 
kids on what a yoke is and how it has been used throughout history. 

The yoke is not a real common term to our modern society, but it has been a hugely valuable tool to 
mankind who have used animals to do heavy labor in fields, farms, and even industry.  The yoke helps share the 
burden of work between animals as they pull carts or plows in fields.  However, the yoke is also an item of con-
trol to keep animals heading in the same direction.  We see the yoke referred to in scripture as a tool used 2,000 
years ago with oxen, but in some cases it is connected to slavery and harsh labor.  As it was a “common” tool 
then, it was a simple illustration that Jesus tapped into to help people understand the relationship they have with 
him. 

Jesus says in Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

We have just finished a “tough” year in 2020 and we don’t know what is ahead in 2021.  What we do 
know is that we have a Lord who is willing to walk side by side with us.  We work hard to provide for our needs 
and the needs of our family and friends.  Sometimes life is more difficult than we can bear on our own and in 
those moments especially we need to call out for help.  Some folks take great pride in how they navigate difficult 
situations and boast in their abilities and resourcefulness.   We need to be careful to not let our pride get the best 
of us.  Our Lord Jesus lays before us the benefit of His strength and power. 

My hope for each of you is that you take this illustration to heart.  Don’t allow yourself to reach your 
breaking point before crying out.  When we share our burdens with the Lord and with each other, we are able to 
do the work given to us with restored joy.  The connect we share with Christ is the very Word of God that binds 
us together; it is His Word that yokes us together.  Together we are stronger and so ledt us walk with each other 
as Christians, neighbors, spouses, and friends into 2021, bound with the yoke of Jesus.  May we learn from 
God’s Word and fin rest in Jesus, so that when we look back, we can see the incredible work God is doing 
through and in us.   In His Love ~ DCE Ben 

 MIDWEEK NOTES  

• MIDWEEK MEMORY WORK: A reminder that if your child(ren) does memory work and need to have it reviewed,             
we have TWO ways to do it if you are NOT joining us IN PERSON:  

 1) Set up a time with DCE Ben to review... send him a text or email to schedule a time. 

 2) Drive thru Memory Work... from 6 to 6:15pm, pull up to the overhang in the Big Parking lot and send a text to 
       Rhiannon or DCE Ben. 

 ZOOM SESSIONS: We are currently offering Midweek via Zoom for those who may be at home due to sickness, 
quarantine, or travel.  If you need Zoom log-in details, please contact DCE Ben and he’ll get you plugged in.  

Midweek starts at 6:15 and concludes at 7:30pm.  We will aim to have Zoom students follow a couple of the classes, 
both in the courtyard lessons and also the classroom settings.  There is a passcode, so please take note of that if you 
need to enter it.  We will use the same Zoom link and passcode each week.  If we don't see anyone joining us by 
6:45pm, we will end the zoom session early. 
 
 

We are continuing to monitor any changes brought on by COVID-19.  We appreciate your patience as we make  
necessary changes with hopes to resume “normal” midweek activities in the future.  If you have questions, please con-
tact DCE Ben. 

The Venteicher family wants to express our warmest THANKS for the wonderful Christmas cards, goodies, and 
gifts!  We greatly appreciated them and appreciate YOU taking time to reach out to us during the Christmas sea-
son.  It is a blessing to be in this place and serving with you in the Lord's work. ~ Happy New Year and may God 
bless the year ahead of us.  DCE Ben and family 



 

Happy  Anniversary! 
Martin & Iva Maier  1-17 

Marion & Rhonda Miller 1-28 

Jim & Peg Hart            1-28 
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Ethan Albrecht 1-1 

Richard Bird  1-1 

Keith Dryden  1-1 

Donna Maier  1-1 

Paul Simpson 1-5 

Isabel Wick  1-6 

Dennis Kregar 1-8 

Macie Chretien 1-11 

Casen Hardman 1-11 

Hudson Seib  1-11 

Mikhail Brown 1-12 

Janet Ottaway 1-12 

Leo Knoll  1-14 

Denis Knoll  1-17 

Preston Maier 1-19 

Matt Brooks  1-20 

Blake Fabin  1-20 

Lee Oelkers  1-20 

Gary Brown  1-21 

Rhonda Miller 1-22 

Jaxon Alvarez 1-23 

Paul Phillips  1-25 

Michelle Venteicher 1-26 

Tammy Zadina 1-26 

Samuel Venteicher  1-27 

   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 

I understand that there was concern expressed by some when I removed my mask in close proximity 
to others during a service. It was not my intent to disregard the church’s COVID-19 guidelines, only to 
be able to see and read clearly during the service. We as a church have all strived and continue to 
strive to keep our COVID-19 guidelines. - Pastor  

                      Introducing our Adoptive Seminary Student, being sponsored by our LWML 

 
Hi my name is Paul Hammes. I grew up In Colorado Springs CO with two 
older brothers and two turtles. In the fall of 2015 I went to Concordia Uni-
versity NE. There I majored In Biology, Physics, and Math. I really enjoy 
all physical sciences, but especially physics. 
 

Throughout my college years I worked at Lutheran Valley Retreat. I 
worked 1 summer as a counselor, 2 summers as an adventure counselor, 
and 2 summers in the kitchen. I also spent the fall of 2019 working fall 
staph at LVR. During my year off in 2019 I was applying to graduate 
schools looking for medical science, prosthetic programs, and also applied 
to seminary on a whim. 

 

When the time came to choose where to go for graduate studies I found my self most excited about seminary. 
I started studying at St. Louis Seminary in the fall of 2020 and have really enjoyed it. I really enjoy the 
change of pace from my undergraduate studies and am finding more and more ways to use my background in 
camp ministry and science. 
 

My goal is to be a pastor serving wherever God calls me. I am looking forward to serving a church as a pas-
tor and am doing my best to prepare for this at seminary. My passions for ministry are youth ministry and 
outreach. I am hoping to learn about more ministry opportunities and see what is needed wherever I serve. 
       Thank You, Paul Hammes 

I would like the thank the congregation for 

its generosity towards my family and my-

self this Christmas season, we really appre-

ciated this year’s Christmas gift. The Lord’s 

blessings in Christ, Pastor.  
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 Special Message from Pastor: 

As your pastor I have to say that last year was a difficult one for all of us, in a lot of different and per-

sonal ways; it was also a year filled with lots of things to be grateful to God for. I just wanted to pause 

and tell you, how proud I am of all of you. I have watched you overcome differences in opinions and 

seen your commitment, service, care for others, as I saw you all turn to Christ for help and guidance 

amid uncertain times. This has made my heart filled with joy as I have watched our church pull to-

gether to adapt to a changing world around us as we looked to the unchanging Word of the Lord to 

guide and strengthen us. Great job everyone!  - Pastor  

               DRIVE  THRU COMMUNION  is only Held on the FIRST SUNDAY  

            of each month, at 10:00am— 

This Drive Thru is held, in addition to our regular communion during our normal 

church services each week!  

For The DRIVE THRU COMMUNION—PLEASE use ONLY The 20th Street side of the 

church.   

We ask that those coming to regular services on the First Sunday of each month to 

PLEASE Park in the North Parking Lot ONLY.. So that the South Side (20th Street) can be 

used for the drive thru communion.  

Traffic cones will be in place on the 20th Street Side, to secure the space we need to do this. 

Please enter on the East side of 20th and exit onto the Main Street side of 20th.   

Regular Communion will continue to be held also, as normal,  every Sunday during 

services.                            

        THANK YOU! 

  
  

NEWS FROM EVANGELISM:  

The New Year can often bring a mixed bag of emotions and memories for many of us. Some may 

have just experienced the best year ever and look forward to an even greater one looming ahead. 

Others may have just trudged through one deep struggle after another. The fresh calendar year 

brings desperate hope for things to be better, with an ache for the still-fresh wounds to slowly 

begin their process of healing. 

Whether you’ve just walked through the greatest year of your life, or are incredibly glad to see this 

one finally over, one truth still rings clear amidst it all. You are not alone. Not ever. 

Our God is a “with us" God. On the heels of the celebration of the birth of our King, that reminder 

has the power to carry us right into a fresh, new start. He is Immanuel, God with us. And though 

things and people around us shift and change, our God never changes. 

 Keep praying to our Lord and trusting in his word. May 2021 be a HAPPY HEALTHY ONE FOR 

ALL US. 



`     Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

3 

Worship Service 

8:30am 

   Edu. Hour 9:45  

Morning Song 

11:00am  

DRIVE THRU 

COMMUNION  

4 

 

 

5 

Ladies Bible 

Study 

8:30AM 

Parish Life 

Mtg 

6:30pm 

6 

MidWeek 

6:15 pm to 

7:30 pm 

 

Youth/Parent 

Meeting 

7:30pm 

7 

Ladies Evening 

Bible Study  

8:30 pm  

By ZOOM 

 

 

 

8 

 

9 

MOPS  

9:00am--Noon 

 

10 

Worship Service 

8:30am 

   Edu. Hour 9:45  

Morning Song 

11:00am  

 

11 

LWML 

Meeting @ 

6:30pm 

Courtyard 

 

12 

LBS 8:30AM 

BOD Mtg. 

6:30pm 

13 

MidWeek 

6:15 pm to 

7:30 pm 

 

14 

Ladies Evening 

Bible Study  

8:30 pm  

By ZOOM 

 

15 

 

16 

 

 

17 

ONE SERVICE  

ONLY  @ 9:30am 

Congregational  

Meeting to follow 

18 

 

 

 

19 

LBS 8:30AM 

Evangelism 

Mtg  

6:30pm 

20 

MidWeek 

6:15 pm to 

7:30 pm 

21 

Ladies Evening 

Bible Study  

8:30 pm  

By ZOOM 

22 

 

23 

 

Noblemen to 

Whiskey 

Creek 

7:00pm 

24 

Worship Service 

8:30am 

   Edu. Hour 9:45  

Morning Song 

11:00am  

_________________ 

 

25 

 

 

 

26 

LBS 8:30AM 

27 

MidWeek 

6:15 pm to 

7:30 pm 

28 

Ladies Evening 

Bible Study  

8:30 pm  

By ZOOM 

29 30 

 

JANUARY 2021 

6 

 31 

Worship Service 

8:30am 

   Edu. Hour 9:45  

Morning Song 11:00am  



7  

JANUARY 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Date 

 

Parish Life 

 

Altar Guild 

 

Ushers 

 

Organist 

 

Acolyte 

 

 

Greeters 

 

 

1-3 

Sun. 

 

 

 

 

L1: Rachel Albin 

A1: Wade Park 

 

L2: Sherry Dryden 

 

 

 

Donna Maskus 

Janet Ottaway 

 

 

Kevin Sauer 

Brett Johnson 

Josh Enslow 

 

 

First Service: 

Curtis Sander 

 

Morning Song: 

Gloria Blackwell 

 

 

First Service: 

Dalton Maier 

 

Morning Song: 

Keaton Brown 

 

 

Donna  

Fleischacker 

 

Swede & Jenni  

Holmgren 

 

 
 

 

1-10 

Sun. 

 

 

 

 

L1: Tom Zerfas 

A1: Steve & Kathy  

Reed 

 

L2: Curtis Deines 

 

 

 

Donna Maskus 

Janet Ottaway 

 

 

Kevin Sauer 

Brett Johnson 

Josh Enslow 

 

 First Service: 

Sylvia Bixenman 

 

Morning Song: 

Gloria Blackwell 

 

 

First Service: 

Brody Harmoney 

 

Morning Song: 

Madison Polson 

 

 

Donna  

Fleischacker 

 

Swede & Jenni  

Holmgren 

 

 

1-17 

Sun. 

 

 

 

   

  L1: Paul Simpson 

A1: Tina Simpson 

 

 

 

 

  

Donna Maskus 

Janet Ottaway 

 

 

 

Kevin Sauer 

Brett Johnson 

Josh Enslow 

 

 

 

 

Sylvia Bixenman 

And 

Gloria Blackwell 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE Service: 

Aiden Hardman 

 

 

 

Donna  

Fleischacker 

 

Swede & Jenni  

Holmgren 

 

 

1-24 

Sun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L1: Jana Horsfall 

A1:Steve Stults 

 

L2: Curtis Deines 

 

 

 

 

Donna Maskus 

Janet Ottaway 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Sauer 

Brett Johnson 

Josh Enslow 

 

 

 

 

First Service: 

Curtis Sander 

 

Morning Song: 

Gloria Blackwell 

 

 

First Service: 

Trevor Stults 

 

Morning Song: 

Caleb Mallardi 

 

Donna  

Fleischacker 

 

Swede & Jenni  

Holmgren 

 

1-31 

 

L1: Kathy Reed 

A1:Rachel Albin 

 

L2: Warren Kohtz 

 

 

Donna Maskus 

Janet Ottaway 

K 

Kevin Sauer 

Brett Johnson 

Josh Enslow 

First Service: 

Sylvia Bixenman 

 

Morning Song: 

Gloria Blackwell 

First Service: 

Issac Moreno 

 

Morning Song: 

Dayton Deines 

Donna  

Fleischacker 

 

Swede & Jenni  

Holmgren 
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PLEASE REMEMBER: 

  You are required to wear a Mask anywhere inside the church building– Unless 

Otherwise Noted—We will inform you if it changes!  Thank You for helping to 

make a difference, and keeping yourself and others Healthy! 


