
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
 

April 5- Peter Denies Jesus 

Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75 
 

Open with Prayer 
 

Catechism Reading 
 

Read the assigned Scripture & then Discuss 
 

Questions for kids... 

YOUNGER KIDS 
1) Why do Sheep need a Shepherd?  (lost, hurt, or attacked),  

Why does Jesus call us sheep? (we need a Shepherd) 
 

2) What does it mean to “fall away” from Jesus? (stop following or hanging out with) 
 

3) How would it make you feel if someone stopped being your friend? (Cry) 
 

4) What should we do if we hurt someone or someone has hurt us? (Let them know 

and seek to forgive each other) 
 

5) Discuss what it means to “confess” your sin to someone (parents, friend, Pastor) 

How does it make us feel after we are forgiven? 
 

OLDER KIDS 
1) Have you ever had someone stop being your friend?  Why?  What caused the 

break in that friendship?  How did it make you feel?  
 

2) Imagine that you know you are going to die the next day... how would you spend 

your last day?  What did Jesus do with his friends? (Time together- Lord’s Supper) 
 

3) Now imagine that you hung out with your friends for a great meal and they all run 

away from you?  How would you treat them when you see them next? 
 

4) What can we learn from Jesus?  (Betrayed, yet still died for them, returns to them) 

 

5) Discuss what it means to “confess” your sin to someone (parents, friend, Pastor) 

How does it make us feel after we are forgiven? 
 

Closing Thoughts & Prayer... can take prayer requests from kids 

 

** You are welcome to print out the additional worksheets for your children 

to help reinforce this lesson. There are 2 sets, for Younger kids & Older kids.  



TEACHING NOTES FOR PARENTS 
 

April 5- Peter Denies Jesus 

Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75 
 

JESUS 

This event gives us an incredible look at Jesus and his most intimate friends.  Jesus knows 

he is about to die, and how His friends will treat him in His moment of need.  He uses his 

last moments with his friends to teach them some incredible lessons.  We all have things 

we fear, death is usually one of them, and the disciples are no different.  They know 

being in Jerusalem is dangerous and their lives are at risk.  They are not soldiers, rather 

normal people with normal fears.  Jesus is their Shepherd and once he is taken, they 

flee with now direction and no protection.  Peter wants to help, but even he has limits 

and Jesus proves it to him, by his prophecy of denial.  We all need Jesus at all times! 
 

FALLING AWAY  

Jesus had been doing ministry for 3 years and many people “followed” him, but some 

had “fallen away” meaning they turned away or left Jesus.  For some this was due to 

the challenging things Jesus said as he spoke to people about their SIN and a need for 

FORGIVENESS.  Some people could not tear themselves away from worldly distractions 

(money, relationships, or false truths).  We must also ask ourselves, what causes us to 

FALL AWAY?  We pray that Jesus restores us when we do and forgives our weakness. 

 

THE PROMISE- Matthew 26:32 

Did you miss the promise Jesus gave his disciples?  He tells them that He is about to be 

taken, they will be scattered, but what... HE WILL BE RAISED UP and GO BEFORE THEM.  

Jesus reminds them again of His purpose, but that a great promise and miracle is in front 

of them.  We must be careful that we don’t miss the promises of God in our life, 

especially the gift of salvation and the hope that comes thru knowing Jesus. 
 

CONFESSION- Matthew 26:26-28  

He knew his friends would betray him and yet he didn’t hold that against them, rather 

forgives them. God’s Word of truth, breaks Peter’s heart, that Peter isn’t STRONG 

enough and that even Peter has weak moments.  We are no different, when we fail, we 

need to recognize our weakness and turn to the Lord.  There will be tears, but we have 

a LOVING God who knows our weakness in advance and yet still comes to us and seeks 

us out.  Talk to your kids about moments you had to practice “Confession” and the 

benefits of restored relationships.  Also talk about the weekly benefit we have of coming 

to church and hearing words of forgiveness coming from our Lord Jesus. 
 

** Parents you are encouraged to pull out your catechism and review the section on 

“Confession”  If you look at the Explanation section it goes into greater detail both for 

your benefit and your children as they bring up any other questions. 
 

** If you don’t have a catechism, please reach out to Pastor or DCE Ben and we can 

work to get you a copy for your home. 


