
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
 

April 26- Disciples Fishing/Jesus Forgives Peter 

John 21:1-19 
 

Open with Prayer 
 

Catechism Reading 
 

Read the assigned Scripture & then Discuss 
 

Questions for kids... 

YOUNGER KIDS 
1) Have you ever gone fishing?  What do you need to catch fish? 

   

2) Who are the men/disciples named in the story?  How many fish did they catch?   

 

3) Who told the disciples where to fish?  What food did he make for them? 

 

4) Why were the disciples surprised to see Jesus? (He was raised from the dead)  It 

was a miracle that they caught that many fish just like it was a miracle that Jesus 

rose from the dead. Who can do miracles? (Something only God can do) 

 

5) What question does Jesus ask Peter 3 times?  What does Peter say?  Peter had 

denied knowing Jesus 3 times and now Jesus forgives him.  How does it make you 

feel when someone forgives you after you hurt them? (God forgives us too) 
 

OLDER KIDS 
1) What is the hardest thing about fishing? (finding fish, catching them, patience) 

 

2) Who is in the boat?  Who is on the shore?  What miracle happens? 

 

3) Why are the disciples surprised to see Jesus?  (3rd appearance after rising from 

dead)  How do they know it is Jesus? (Miracle catch of fish) 
 

4) What question does Jesus ask Peter and what is his response?  Why does Jesus do 

it three times?  (Peter denied Jesus prior to crucifixion) Jesus is forgiving Peter 
 

5) Jesus commands Peter to “Feed my Lambs/Tend my Sheep/Feed my Sheep”. 

Peter felt unworthy, but Jesus was helping him have purpose... He was now a 

fisherman of MEN.  Discuss how Pastors “feed the sheep” in their congregations. 
 

Closing Thoughts & Prayer... can take prayer requests from kids 

 

** You are welcome to print out the additional worksheets for your children 

to help reinforce this lesson. There are 2 sets, for Younger kids & Older kids.  



TEACHING NOTES FOR PARENTS 
 

April 26- Disciples Fishing/Jesus Forgives Peter 

John 21:1-19 
 

PETER THE FISHERMAN- John 21:1-3 

We all must eat and provide food for our families.  Consider the jobs that most of Jesus’ 

disciples had prior to their 3 year journey following Jesus... many were simple fishermen.  

Consider what Jesus says to Peter and disciples when he calls them to follow (Take time 

to read Luke 5:1-11).  Peter’s story comes full circle, as Peter experiences a second 

miracle catch of fish.  This is also true for the sons of Zebedee (James & John), so no 

surprise that John (disciple whom Jesus loved) recalls the first miracle and recognizes 

the work of Jesus.  It is such a large catch that the disciples take time to count all the 

fish.  The disciples who had witnessed the death of Jesus and saw him resurrected, are 

still struggling to figure out what this all means and the work that is ahead of them.  

Peter was called to be a Fisherman of Men (Luke 5:10). Now he is starting to understand 

what that REALLY means. God uses average people to tell others about Jesus/salvation. 

 

JESUS CONTINUES TO SERVE- John 21:4-14 

God is the source of all true miracles.  When the impossible happens, we must stop and 

consider God’s hand in the event.  The disciples spent 3 years seeing the “impossible” 

happen and wonder what it meant.  Now they see Jesus as the Son of God and 

capable of more than they can imagine, to include conquering death and sin.  We too 

struggle to believe, but their eyewitness account gives credibility to the truth of Jesus’ 

words.  Not only that but Jesus as a servant.  He serves the work of His father and serves 

the very creation which he came to redeem.  He gives an example to His disciples of 

what LOVE truly is.  He provides tangible examples for the disciples to remember once 

he ascends to Heaven (wash feet, forgive sins, helping those less fortunate, heal broken 

people- physically and spiritually, even serve them breakfast).  He validates the fact 

that God can and does provide for our every need, so in turn we are to emulate that in 

our Christian walk, trust in His promises, and proclaim His truth. 

 

PETER THE SINNER- John 21:15-19 

It is interesting that Peter recognizes his sin and unworthiness from the very start of His 

walk with Jesus (Luke 5:8-10).  He weeps at his realization that he is weak and denies 

Jesus 3 times prior to crucifixion (Matthew 26:75).  Jesus’ questioning of Peter, reaffirms 

His place as an Apostle but more so as a leader (Pastor) of this very young group of 

early Christian converts. Peter goes on to be Bishop of the first Roman Christians before 

his death and martyrdom (crucified upside down... he felt unworthy to die like Jesus).  

We are like Peter, needing Jesus’ forgiveness and reaffirmation as His children.  Even the 

greatest sin can be forgiven when we repent and turn to Jesus in humility. 
 

** Parents you are encouraged to pull out your catechism and review the section on 

“The Apostles Creed”  If you look at the Explanation section it goes into greater detail 

both for your benefit and your children as they bring up any other questions. 
 

** Contact Pastor or DCE Ben if you need a copy of the catechism for your home. 


