
  

 

The Lutheran Church of The Redeemer     

Redeemer Reader         

December 2015 

1515 Boundary Street 

Newberry, SC 29108 

Phone: (803) 276-2003 

www. lutheranredeemer.org 

Office Hours:  

Mon.– Thurs: 9:00-4:30pm 

Fridays: Closed 

Redeemer Lutheran Men in Mission will meet on Tuesday, 

December 8 at 7:00 pm in the Redeemer  

Family Life Center.  

 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 6! This is the 

date for the Yard Sale benefiting the Free Medical Clinic of 

Newberry. Donations are being accepted throughout the year. 

Please contact John Hammond if you have items. 

SCLMM Needs your help!  The South Carolina Lutheran Men in Mission are trying to 

raise money for the Pee Dee Indian Tribe.  The Tribe has been given some land and are in 

need of a community/medical center.  The SCLMM has set a goal of raising $50,000 to 

go toward the building of this facility.  Please consider helping us reach our goal.  Please 

make checks payable to SC Synod ELCA and write "Pee Dee Indian Project" in the 

memo line.  You may put your donations in the offering plate, or you may give them to 

Matt Bowers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WELCA will meet on Sunday, December 6, at 3:30 P.M. in the church library to discuss Christmas 

gifts for the shut-ins and plans for 2016.  The book study will follow at 4:00 P.M. with Anne Caugh-

man being the leader.  All ladies in the congregation are invited to attend both meetings. 

 

Stay tuned for more WELCA events in the New Year. 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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From Pastor Matt  
Grace and peace to y’all! 

Last month I had a chance to go to Lutheridge (one of my favorite places in the whole world) and gather with other ros-
tered leaders (pastors, associates in ministry, and deaconesses) in our synod for our annual Rostered Leaders Convoca-
tion. It was a wonderful time to spend a bit of time in what I consider one of the most holy places in the southeast and in 
my life. 

While we were there, we were engaged in a Bible study that I found to be particularly mind-blowing. It was led by one of 
my friends, colleagues, and pastors I strive to be like – Jay Gamelin who is a pastor at Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Lexing-
ton, SC. 

His bible study on our final day at Convocation was gearing us towards Advent and Christmas. He told us the story that 
we all know and love. The story of Joseph and Mary traveling because of a census to Bethlehem where his family was 
from and while there Mary is about to give birth. When they reach Bethlehem, they are told that there is no room in the 
inn, so she had to lay her newborn – our Lord Jesus – into a manger. 

Now, the way that this story has been told countless times is that the Holy Family was rejected and sent away. That they 
were sent away from a designated area that people who didn’t live in a town stayed at (a hotel/inn). However, when we 

dive into the original language of the text, we discover something interesting. The word (kataluma/) translated 
as ‘inn’ in Luke’s story of Jesus’ birth doesn’t necessarily mean ‘inn.’ It can more accurately be translated as guestroom. 
This same word is used in Luke 22:11 and is translated as ‘guestroom’ there. In the Good Samaritan story (Luke 10: 25-37) 

the Samaritan leaves the man he helps at an inn/hotel – a pandocheion/(Luke 10:37) which is traditionally 
only translated as an establishment to house people.  

Now, all the scripture says is that there wasn’t a room in the inn/guestroom and that Jesus was placed in a manger. There 
is no drama surrounding that verse – no heartless innkeeper, no words on being rejected at countless places before final-
ly settling in a barn (when in fact no barn is even mentioned in Luke’s gospel – no animals or anything)! We as a people 
have embellished a little and inserted what we think is going on as opposed to what is actually written in the text.  

The way a typical home was designed during this time was pretty ‘all inclusive’ There was an area for animals and equip-
ment at the front of the home, a center area where the family stayed, and a back area where the guestroom was. So, the 
‘guestroom’ was already filled, but there is no word that Mary and Joseph were sent away, so we can assume that space 
was made available to them in that home they went to. 

So, perhaps this story of Mary and Joseph going to Bethlehem isn’t so much a story of the rejection of our Lord, but in-
stead an invitation of radical hospitality. Where instead of the story being about the Holy Family being sent away, the 
story may more accurately be told as making space for the birth of the Lord Jesus. Pastor Jay likened it to today where if 
someone came to his home – but his guestroom was filled, that he’d offer his own bed instead – radical hospitality. 

So, as we approach the Advent season we will be bombarded with so many distractions around us – voices about what to 
buy and why you should buy it, being ‘jolly’ in every way possible, filling our free time as much as possible to make this 
holiday season more ‘full’ and ‘memorable.’ 

Yet, maybe this time of year – as we wait in expectant hope of our Lord Jesus – would be better spent finding ways to 
make space to Jesus in our lives. Where we can live out this story of opening our lives and our hearts in invitation of radi-
cal hospitality. 

Where this Advent and Christmas we follow in the footsteps of the family who housed the family by making space for the 
Holy and mysterious. Where we welcome in radical hospitality those who are different from us who are in need. Where 
we find ways to help and to serve and to be with all of our neighbors during this time of expectant hope. 

Where we gather in worship at the table where space has been made for us. As Jesus invites us to eat and drink sur-
rounded by one another and those we don’t know. As we are filled to be sent out to proclaim God’s radical hospitality to 
the world. 

There is so much going on here at The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer this Advent and Christmas – from numerous 
opportunities to worship (both on Wednesdays with Holden Evening Prayer and our Christmas Eve services), to be in ser-
vice with those around us – through our Angel Tree ministry, to continue to hear the story of our Lord’s birth through our 
Children’s Christmas program. There are those opportunities and so much more! 

So, make space this year as we wait in expectant hope of God’s in-breaking into the world in the birth of the Son – our 

Lord Jesus who is the Christ! 
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Attendance Sunday  

School 8:30 am 11:00 am Total Worship 
Attendance 

Nov 1 50 44 66 110 

Nov 8 30 (One Ser-
vice) 117 117 

Nov 15 46 40 97 137 

Nov 22 45 33 82 115 

Nov 29 42 85 90 175 

Average 43 51 90 131 

Parish Update Email Signup 
We are updating our Parish email sub-
scription list.  If you would like to receive 
these email notifications, please use the 
signup form for Parish Updates Email List 
on the homepage of the church’s website. 

www.lutheranredeemer.org  

2016 Holy Land Tour - Join Pastor Bobby Morris (Mt. Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Prosperity) and Pastor Art 

Hallman (Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Pomaria) for 13 educational and inspiring days in the Holy Land. The 

dates are January 21 - February 2. There will also be the option of a pre-tour of Egypt, January 15-22. This 

will include the Pyramids and Sphinx, Egyptian Museum, Valley of the Kings, Temples of Luxor and Kar-

nak, and Mt. Sinai with St. Catherine's Monastery. Pastor Morris has over ten years experience planning and 

leading educational tours of Israel, Jordan, and Egypt. A complete travel brochure and much more infor-

mation is available at www.allis-acres.com/israel.htm or by contacting Pastor Morris at  

bobby54@earthlink.net. 

Thanks so much for the meal you prepared for our athletic team on 

October 16.  Our coaches and players enjoyed your hospitality.  

Thanks for what you do for Newberry High School.  Chad 

Thank you very much for your generosity and kindness. 

Coach Phil Strickland 

Thank you so very much for the delicious supper that you served to our family after Warren’s funeral.  

I know that you put forth extra effort with the lovely table settings also.  Everything was so nice, and I 

wish that our relatives from Georgia could have remained to be with us.  I truly appreciated your 

thoughtfulness and your prayers.  Love, Fae 

ANNUAL MEETING RESULTS—2016 Ministry Spending Plan was approved.  Members elected to con-

gregation council are Angela Reid, Andy Senn, and Beth Singletary.  Members elected to the Nominat-

ing Committee are Anna Marie Berley, Benjie Chapman, Misty Cooper, Mary Sue Green, Hugh Smith, 

and George Summer.   

I have now been released by all doctors concerning the bacterial meningitis. The only long term compli-

cation is the loss of hearing in my right ear. The Grace of God and the thoughts and prayers of the Re-

deemer Family made my recovery possible.  I truly thank everyone for their concern. 

Thank you,  Steve Sligh  

http://www.allis-acres.com/israel.htm
mailto:bobby54@earthlink.net
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Treasurer’s report for October  2015 

 

 

Wedding  Anniversaries 

Deceber 11-Jason and Nikki Bruce 

December 13-Stephen and Lauren Flynn 

December 16-Bryan Derrick and Beth 

Singletary 

December 18-Fred and Mary Lou Weir 

December 19-Les and Beth Hipp 

December 20-Bill and Karen Krouse 

December 21-Chad and Lynn Cary 

December 23-John Jr and Laurie     

Hammond 

**These dates are according to our church rec-

ords.  If you see a correction, please notify the 

church office. 

Altar Flowers 

December 6-Johnny and Kathy Lindsay 

December 13-B L Brown  

December 20-Huger Caughman Jr. 

December 24-Huger Caughman Jr. 

December 27-Bob and Carol Montgomery 

Wednesday Advent Services 
This year, we are happy to host Wednesday Advent Services at Redeemer. We will gather at 6:15pm in the Fami-

ly Life Center  on December 2nd , 9th , and 16th for a short meal (please bring a dish to share); then at 7pm we will 

gather for a short service of Holden Evening Prayer in the sanctuary. Come join in this mid-week pause from the 

hectic schedule of the holiday season. A time where we can continue to focus on the expectant hope to come on 

Christmas morning in the birth of Jesus. 

 

Early Service Time Change 

Just a friendly reminder that the time for our Early Service on Sundays will be moved back to 8:45am for a trial 

period through Epiphany. This change is an attempt to shorten the time between the end of the early service and 

the beginning of Sunday School. 

Treasurer's report for October 2015:     

To meet the monthly Ministry Spending Plan we 
need:  $27,667.00    

For Oct - Income:     $    15,612.62    

For Oct - General expenses:      $    17,513.31    

For Oct - Dept retirement for GIG Fund:   $      2,239.65    

For Oct - Income is less than expenses by:   $     (4,140.34)   

        

YTD Income:     $  207,464.30    

YTD General Expenses:    $  189,552.19    

YTD Debt retirement GIG Fund:    $    21,576.90    

YTD Income is less than expenses by:   $     (3,664.79)   

A note from the office:Just a reminder that the end of the 

year is fast approaching and it will soon be January, 2016.  I 

realize everyone is extremely busy but I will begin working 

on the 2016 Church Directory and 2015 Committee Reports 

Booklet in January. It will be a great help to begin getting 

Committee and Annual Reports as soon as possible.  Also, 

we will be updating information on all of our members so 

that the 2016 directory is correct. If you have moved, 

changed addresses or phone numbers or if you are new to 

Redeemer this year, please send in your information or you 

can call me .Thanks so much for your assistance with 

this,Donna Price, Administrative Assistant,.  Office phone: 

803-276-2003, Email: lutheranredeemer@bellsouth.net 
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Prayer Concerns 
Redeemer Members: Carol Wessinger, Anna Lea Gordon, Miriam Willingham, 

Austin Longshore and his Unit, Bobby Lominack, Ed Haltiwanger, Mike Darby, 

Cindy Draeger, Cindy Mills. 

 

Extended Parish Family: Camille-Griffin Women’s Prison Ministry; Vernon Koon, cousin of Debra 

Metts; Kent and Mary Beth Richardson, cousins of Debra Metts; Mackie Haltiwanger Satterfield, sister 

of Ed Haltiwanger;  Cecil McRacken, father-in-law of Lloan McRacken;  Mahalia Schumpert, friend of 

Deedee Westwood; Robert Johnson, brother-in-law of Ernest Shealy; Bobby Metts, friend of congrega-

tion; Elaine Smith Story, sister of Frances S. Abrams and niece of Mathilde Smith; Chip Turner, friend 

of Johnny and Kathy Lindsay; Jody Lukac and family, friends of Jeremy and Stacy Tyson; Hal Kohn, 

father of Carol Montgomery; James Conley, brother of June Seymour; Patricia Stiles and Reese Bur-

dette, daughter and great granddaughter of Willene Shealy; Arnold Perry, father of Lloan McRacken; 

Marjorie Green, mother of John Green; George Benckert; Joey Seek, friend of Cindy Draeger’s sister. 

 

 

If you have updates to the prayer list, please notify the church office. 

12/01-Sandra Bodie 

12/03-Jeff Debacker 

12/03-Zoe Reid 

12/04-Linda Renwick 

12/06-Paul Fesperman 

12/07-John Green 

12/10-Atlee Lindsay 

12/10-Lloyd Layman 

12/12-Bobby Willingham Jr. 

12/15-Michael Reid 

12/16-Jenny Chapman 

12/17-Dale Brown 

12/17-Anna Christina Cary 

12/20-Mary Lynn Ardis 

12/22-Luke Layman 

12/22-Summers Binnicker 

12/23-Glenn Whitesides 

12/23-Becky Moody 

12/24-Elaine Cornwell 

12/25-Kathy Riggin 

12/25-Anna Newell 

12/25-Katerina Long 

12/26-Huger Caughman, Jr. 

12/27-Martha Derrick 

12/28-John Bodie 

12/28-Curtis Haltiwanger 

12/28-Will Hawkins 

12/29-Michelle Bedenbaugh 

12/29-Karen Summer 

12/29-Lane Joiner 

12/30-Margaret Chapman 

12/30-Chuck Minick 

 

**These dates are according 

to our church records.  If 

you see a correction, please 

notify the church office. 

  Happy Birthday!  

GREETERS ARE NEEDED 

If you are willing to serve as a greeter prior to the 11:00 am worship service, please sign up on the  

bulletin board in the narthex. 

     DECEMBER SUPPER CLUB 
NO SUPPER CLUB MEETING IN DECEMBER.  BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR JANUARY AR-

RANGEMENTS. 
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Worship Assistant Schedule 

Duties December 6  December  13  December 20  December 24  

          

8:30 am         

Communion 

Prep 

Janet Long  
Carolyn/John 

Hammond 
 

Claire 

Grosshuesch 
 Janet Long  

11:00 am                

Communion 

Prep 

Helen Fellers  
Beth Singletary/

Briley Derrick 
 

Elaine Cornwell/

Denise Reid 
 Janet Long  

Bread Basket Elaine Cornwell  Kathy Dennis  Freezer  Janet Long  

8:30 am  
Lector and 

Communion 
Assistant 

Tony Chapman  Nancy Riggin  
Claire  

Grosshuesch 
   

11:00 am  
Lector and 

Communion 
Assistant 

Derryll Satter-

white 
 George Franklin  June Lominack    

11:00 am 

Greeters 
Available  Available  Available  Available  

Acolyte Gaillard Smith  Julianna Smith  Katarina Long    

Crucifer Chelsea Ellisor  Ledare Livingston  
Andrew Living-

ston 
   

Refreshments 
Coffee & juice in  

St. John’s room 
 

Coffee & juice in  

St. John’s room 
 

Coffee & juice in  

St. John’s room 
 

Coffee & juice in  

St. John’s room 
 

Unlock Church 
Claire  

Grosshuesch 
 

Claire  

Grosshuesch 
 

Claire  

Grosshuesch 
   

Lock Church Tommy Fellers  Walter Jacobs  Ben Bowers    

Usher  

8:30 am 
John Hammond  John Hammond  John Hammond  John Hammond  

Usher  

11:00 am 

 

Tommy Fellers 

Ben Chapman 

Davy Wilson 

Elmer Long 

 

Tommy Fellers 

Ben Chapman 

Davy Wilson 

Elmer Long 

 

Tommy Fellers 

Ben Chapman 

Davy Wilson 

Elmer Long 

 

Tommy Fellers 

Ben Chapman 

Davy Wilson 

Elmer Long 

 

December 27 

 

Janet Long 

Cynthia Lominack 

Cathy Turner 

Ernie Shealy 

Beth Singletary 

Available 

A. C. Cary 

Jordan Cary 

Coffee & juice in  

St. John’s room 

Claire  

Grosshuesch 

Matthew Bowers 

John Hammond 

Tommy Fellers 

Ben Chapman 

Davy Wilson 

Elmer Long 
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Dear Redeemer Members, 

 

 

November Council Meeting Minutes  

 

Meeting began at 6:55PM with Pastor Matt leading us in devotion. 

Excused absences: Lynn Cary  

Meeting was called to order at 7:02PM  

Consent agenda (minutes and finance report) approved unanimously.  

New Business: Council discussed the formation of a facility use task force.  

Information Agenda was reviewed of reports that were received.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:27PM followed by the Lord's Prayer.  

 

Submitted by: 

Chelsea Ellisor  

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part-Time Pianist 

The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer has an opening for church pianist beginning December 14, 2015. The 

successful candidate will possess the necessary technical skills to play the church pianos.  A degree in music 

is not required, but the person selected must have the necessary experience to satisfactorily perform the re-

quired duties. 

 

Candidates should send a letter of application to lutheranredeemer@bellsouth.net .  

As a means of maintaining communication with church membership, the Congregation Council unanimously 
approved on April 20 a motion to include highlights of Council meetings (unofficial until approved by Council 
at the next meeting) in the monthly Redeemer Reader, beginning in May. These highlights will include all mo-
tions approved by Council and a list of reports received. The Council secretary will compile this information, 
send it to Executive Committee and the Pastor for approval or revision, and then, once approved, will forward 
it to the Ministries Coordinator [to Council President until new position filled] to insert in the next Redeemer 
Reader. 

Note that all official (approved) Congregation Council minutes are available for review in the church office. If 
you have questions, please contact a member of Congregation Council. 

Sincerely, 

The 2015 Redeemer Congregation Council 

Church Library   6:45 p.m.    October 19, 2015 

mailto:lutheranredeemer@bellsouth.net
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Return Service Requested 

The Redeemer Directory 
 

The Rev. Matthew Titus, Pastor 

pastormtitus@outlook.com 
 

Donna Price 

Administrative Assistant 

lutheranredeemer@bellsouth.net 
 

Woody Cornwell, Bookkeeper 
 

Gayle D. Lindley, Handbell Director,  

Children’s Choir Director and Senior 

Choir Director 

redeemermusic@bellsouth.net 
 

Huger P. Caughman, Jr., Organist and 

 Junior Choir Director 
 

Lloan McRacken, 8:30am Musician 
 

All Members:  

Ministers in Worship and Daily Life 
 

The next Redeemer Reader deadline is     

Wednesday, December 23, 2015. Please send              

submissions to lutheranredeemer@bellsouth.net  



9 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  - Chelsea Ellisor was hon-

ored to receive the distinctive Who’s Who 

Among Students in American Universities and 

Colleges award from Newberry College. 

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR DECEMBER 

12/6 A Place to Keep Your Son   Senior Choir 

12/13 We Wait for Thee    Senior Choir 

12/20 People, Look East    Senior Choir 

12/24 4:00 pm service  

 Hurry, Hurry, Shepherds   Children’s Choir 

 11:00 pm service 

Preludes by organ, handbells, violin beginning at 10:40 pm 

 All My Heart This Night Rejoices   Senior Choir with violin 

 On Christmas Night    Senior Choir with handbells 

 The Child Lay in the Cloth and Hay   Senior Choir with violin 

 O Holy Night     Solo:  Fae Cousins 

Wednesday nights during Advent (Dec. 2, 9, 16)  Holden Evening Prayer  

Offering Envelopes are ready and are in the narthex.  Please pick yours up at your convenience. 

In lieu of a traditional Christmas pageant, we will be celebrating the birth of Jesus with an interactive lesson 
of the Christmas story and a “Birthday Party” this year.  The event will be held on Sunday, December 13th, at 
3:00 pm in the Family Life Center.  While the children will be participating in the program, there is no need 
for us to meet prior to the event.  Please consider bringing a “gift” of a food or hygiene item that can be do-


