
 

 

 

2020-2021 School Year and COVID-19 

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), schools are fundamental to child and adolescent development 

and in person instruction should be the goal for all schools. They also recognize that COVID-19 behaves differently in 

children than other respiratory viruses, like the flu, which is what current guidance for school closures is based on. (June 

2020).  

School policies at Simonton Christian Academy (SCA) will be age appropriate, flexible, and revised at any time needed 

based on the health concerns of our community.  Best practices include things such as good hand hygiene, infection 

prevention education, utilizing face coverings, covering sneezes and coughs, student cohorts, adults social distancing, 

and spending time outdoors.  The policies at SCA were developed after thorough review of Governor Abbott’s orders, 

TEA recommendations, CDC recommendations, Texas Department of State Health Services, AAP recommendations, ACSI 

information, and the needs of families we service.  If any of the policies here are modified parents will be notified within 

two business days. The school administrator of SCA and the lead pastor of Simonton Community Church are the points 

of contact for any COVID-19 related question or concern.   

SCA will open as scheduled for the 2020-2021school year for in-person, on campus instruction with a start date of 

August 26. The school day will remain as Monday-Friday from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. for elementary school and full-time 

or part-time for our PreK program. Parent orientation and meet the teacher plans will be sent out by August 12.  

 All families will sign a release of liability form and complete a short health questionnaire. 

 Student temperatures will be checked each morning before entering the campus. 

 Face masks are optional for all stakeholders based on Gov. Abbott’s orders in regard to church property and 

religious services. Masks or face coverings are not recommended for children under 10 years of age. 

 Adults should maintain a social distance from other adults of 6 feet whenever possible. 

 Parent conferences will take place virtually if possible.   

 Group gatherings, whole campus events, on and off campus field trips will not be scheduled at this time. 

 Nonessential visitors and volunteers will be limited to the campus. No visitors will be allowed at lunch currently. 

All visitors will complete a health screening which includes questions and a temperature check. 

 Students will eat lunch as scheduled by PreK and Elementary classification, and they will sit with their class. Each 

class has access to one table in the lunchroom.  All staff and students will wash hands or use sanitizer before and 

after eating. As much as possible, student lunches should contain items that the child can open themselves. Only 

individual and prepacked items will be allowed for birthday celebrations. As stated in the handbook, birthday 

celebrations must be planned in advance and be approved by campus administration.  

 Cleaning and disinfecting of restrooms will be done twice a day; common areas will be cleaned daily. All will be 

done with EPA approved materials.  

 Lockers will no longer be accessible to students. 

 Hand sanitizer will be located throughout the building and in each classroom.  

 Handwashing and good hygiene signage will be posted around the campus.  

 Anyone with an underlying health issue or concern should take precautions necessary to ensure they are safe 

and healthy. 



 Stay home or keep your child at home if you feel ill. If you have been in direct contact with someone who has 

tested positive for COVID-19, stay home and monitor your health. If you or your child have tested positive, stay 

home.  

 If there is a COVID 19 case of someone on campus – They will be immediately separated from others until they 

can go home, the areas where they had been that day will be immediately cleaned as best as possible, the entire 

campus will be cleaned as scheduled, SCA will notify the local health department, and SCA will notify all other 

stakeholders of a lab-confirmed case (not disclosing any personal details or names due to privacy laws). The 

campus will not close due to a confirmed case. It is up to each individual to decide if they want to stay home for 

2-5 days to monitor their health. The individual who tested positive may return to school when ALL of the 

following apply 1.) Fever free without the use of fever reducing medication for 72 hours.  2.) Improved 

symptoms. 3.) 10 days have passed from the time the first symptoms appeared. 

 In the event that the campus is required by government orders to shut down, online/distance learning will take 

the place of on campus learning for all students. PreK included, but due to the classification of this program as 

child care, some other options may be available. 

Pre-K 

 Students will be grouped at a 10:1 ratio. 

 Hand hygiene will be taught and reinforced to students. 

 Infection prevention information will be sent home. 

 Limited visitors for unnecessary reasons. 

 Spend time outdoors when possible for recess, PE, and other daily activities or lessons to have access to fresh 

air. 

 Toys and items that can’t be easily cleaned will not be allowed on campus. Daily cleaning of all supplies will be 

done by staff.  

 Nap mats provided by SCA as part of the supply fee will be designated for each child, and they will be cleaned 

daily by staff. Bedding items, like a blanket and pillow, from home will be taken home for cleaning at least once 

a week. 

Elementary 

 Students will be grouped at a maximum of a 15:1 ratio, depending on grade level and the size of the classroom. 

 Hand hygiene will be taught and reinforced to students. 

 Infection prevention information will be sent home. 

 Limited visitors for unnecessary reasons. 

 Spend time outdoors when possible for recess, PE, and other daily activities or lessons to have access to fresh 

air. 

 Desks will be placed about 3 feet apart when feasible. 

 


