
Kentucky Disaster Response Mission Trip UPDATE: A small group of folks from Grace 
met this week to continue discussion and planning for the mission trip to Elizabethtown, 
Kentucky.  Working under the guidance and direction of the NALC National Disaster Task 
Force, the date of Tuesday, July 5th through Sunday, July 10th has been confirmed.   
Additional items discussed: 

 A tentative signup deadline date of June 1st was set to help us plan for food, driving 
arrangements, sleeping quarters, etc.  We will still accept volunteers after this date.  

 Will be staying at the House of Prayer Lutheran Church in Elizabethtown, Kentucky. 

 Pastor Bert can only stay for a couple of days so if we have volunteers who do not want to 
stay for the full Tuesday through Sunday morning schedule, they can work Pastor Bert’s 
schedule. 

 Appropriate emergency, medical and insurance information forms will be completed for all 
volunteers. 

 The House of Prayer Lutheran Church will make available kitchen facilities, but we will 
provide our own food needs, taking along items for the first 24 hours, then our cooks will 
purchase additional supplies in Elizabethtown, Kentucky’s Kroger Store. 

 Hoping a few of our High School Youth will want to join us.  American Legion Park 
Swimming Pool one minute away from the church by car.    

 Assuming we have young people who volunteer to go along, we are considering a car 
wash and/or perhaps a Sunday morning breakfast to provide their spending money.  

 Volunteer drivers (to date) have all said they will cover their own gas expenses; however, if 
members of the church, who are unable to do the mission trip, wish to donate to help 
with trip, food expenses, etc., donations will be accepted and appreciated.  Donations 
can be made using a plain envelope, labeling it disaster trip and dropping it in the 
collection plate.   

 Also considering a “stuff the truck” event sometime in the future – collecting flood buckets, 
health care kits, school kits, gift cards, etc., which will be made available to the NALC’s 
Disaster’s Response Center for existing or future disaster needs. 

 Please pray for this Mission Trip – those considering to participate, the House of Prayer 
Lutheran Church in Elizabethtown, Kentucky and the many, many Kentucky residents in 
need of help.   

 Questions?  Contact – Michael and Karen Hecht – 419-790-9252, Pastor Bert – 715-418-
1037, Fritz Serr – 937-726-9378 (C) or 937-693-3597 (H)  
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Welcome to 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Jackson Center, Ohio 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 8, 2022  ~  8:00 AM 

 

Welcome to All  
Welcome to worship, and a special greeting to those who follow in God’s footsteps 
by mothering and comforting others. Happy Mother’s Day! We believe God has a 
purpose for you being with us today and our desire is to be an instrument in helping 
you discover and fulfill that purpose. You are always invited to come and worship 
with us. Please let us know if the pastor or we may be of service to you in any way.   
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 
Lighting of the Candles 
Welcome and Announcements 
         

*Opening Song               “Lift High the Cross”       LBW # 377
       

The Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  In the name of the Father, †Son and Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.                    

C:  Amen     
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.     (1 John 1:8-9) 

(Silence for personal confession) 
P:  Most merciful God,  
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C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.  

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of your sin, in the name of the Father, and of the †Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit   

C:  Amen.     
 

Prayer of the Day       
All: Shepherding God, draw us into the pasture of your grace, make us 
whole through the blood of the Lamb, and keep us mindful that through 
your gift eternal life in Christ we shall not want; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Choir Anthem            “Anthem of Rejoicing”      Adult Choir 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture – read, preached and sung 

First Lesson: Acts 20:17-35                                    ESV # 929 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.    
 

Psalm 23 (read responsively) 

23 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2 

    He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still 
waters. 
3 

    He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness 
    for his name's sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  I 
will fear no evil, for you are with me;  your rod and your staff,  they 
comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 
my head with oil;  my cup overflows.  2 



6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and 
I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
Praise the LORD! 
 

Second Lesson: Revelation 7:9-17                          ESV # 1032 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 

Holy Gospel: John 10:22-30     ESV # 896 
Glory to you, O’ Lord (sung) 
  

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. (sung)     
 
 

Children’s Message               Pastor Shelly 
 

Sermon                                 “The Best Equation”                      Pastor Shelly 
     

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were 
made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 
man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 3 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and 
glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen       

 

The Prayers of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  
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forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

Thanksgiving 
We give thanks for the saving Word and all God’s gifts. 

Gathering of the Gifts 

*The Offering Hymn      “Jesus, the Very Thought of You”                        LBW: # 316 
    

*The Offertory                 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                     Page 75 
 

*Offertory Prayer           Page 67 
Pastor: Merciful Father, 
All: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us- our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   

 

Benediction 
 

Blessing of the Graduates      
  

*Song                      “A Mother Lined A Basket”       Tune of  LBW: # 514 
The Jingle Offering for the ”The We Care Fund” will be collected during the singing of the last hymn. 

 

Lyrics: Mary Nelson Keithahn  
(1997) 

A mother lined a basket 
to keep her baby dry, 

then rocked him on a river, 
lest he awake and cry 

She let a princess name him 
her son that he might live.  

God’s people had a leader.  
She had such hope to give. 

 

A mother sewed a jacket 
lined in the softest wool, 

then dressed her little boy-child, 
her cup of blessing full. 
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She brought him to the temple 
where he would serve and live. 
God’s people had a prophet. 
She had such faith to give. 

 

A mother laid her baby  
in a manger lined with straw; 
then, in the shepherd’s story, 

his call from God forsaw. 
She nurtured him and taught him 

the way that he must live. 
God’s people had a savior. 
She had such love to give. 

 

Like Jochebed and Hannah, 
and Mary, too, we know 
the hardest part of loving 

is learning to let go. 
So when we send our children 

out in the world to live, 
grant us such hope and faith, God, 

and love enough to give. 

*Sending 

P: Go in peace, Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Silent Prayer and Meditation                                                     Organ Postlude 

Enter to Worship --- Depart to Serve         
There is a box for offering located on a table at the back of the church, for you to 
drop off offerings. All offerings are greatly appreciated to help the church stay in 
good financial standings. 
 

Want to help others?  Want to go on a mission trip?  Want to take a trip of a 
lifetime?  The Mission Committee is proposing a trip in 2023 to Tanzania, Home of 
Peace Orphanage.  The trip would be led by Pastor Wayne, from One Plus God 
ministries, and he would host an informative session at Grace Lutheran Church for 
anyone that has interest in going.  Approximate costs would be about $4,000, which 
would include safaris through the Serengeti where hundreds and 
hundreds of African wildlife would be observed.  The trip would definitely be an 
experience you will never forget as it will be spiritually fulfilling and 
inspiring!  You will see up close God's work at hand in this ministry!  A sign up sheet 
is placed at the back of the church for those interested in going on 
this missionary trip OR you can send an email to jcgracelutheran@outlook.com    
We need to know who is interested in attending by Monday, May 9th.    5 
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Flowers to the Glory of God and in Celebration of 100 Years of Grace As part of 
celebrating 100 years of God's Grace this next year 2022, we are inviting you to 
sponsor flowers for the altar to beautify worship. There is a Flower Chart hanging in 
the back of the sanctuary upon which you can sign up for a Sunday. You might 
choose a Sunday nearest a special event such as family birthdays, anniversaries, 
baptisms, weddings, etc. The cost of the arrangement will be $50 and be provided 
by Jenny’s Design in Botkins.  Payment may be made to Grace Lutheran Church 
either to the office or in the offering box indicating for the altar flowers. 
 

Altar flowers are in honor or Susan Ware. Susan will be inducted into the Botkins 
Education Foundation Wall of Honor on Monday, May 9th. Congratulations Susan! 
 

WOC May Collections are Bibles and New Testament- new and used and Crosses 
for NALC Disaster Response Needs.  They can be Children’s Bibles, Teen Bibles, 
Spanish Bibles, Large Print Bibles!  Feel free to send underlined, and highlighted 
Bibles, DON’T HESITATE TO WRITE A MESSAGE OF HOPE IN THE FRONT FOR 
THE RECIPIENTS! Place in vestibule baskets! Any questions contact Linda Jenkins. 
 

Informational  Meeting for the Disaster Response Mission Trip will be held on 
Sunday, May 15, 2022 at 5:00 pm in the downstairs area. If you are considering 
going on the trip you are encouraged to attend.  If you are unable to attend, please 
contact : Michael and Karen Hecht – 419-790-9252, Pastor Bert – 715-418-1037 
Fritz Serr – 937-726-9378 (C) or 937-693-3597 (H) 
 

If you will be attending the luncheon being held after worship on May 15th  for the 
100th Anniversary of Grace. Please sign up on the sheet at the back of the church 
please indicate the number in your party.  Deadline to sign up is May 11th.  
 

Attention all dessert makers. We are in need of desserts for the 100th Anniversary 
luncheon being held on May 15th after the worship service. If you can supply a 
dessert, please contact Nikki in the church office. Thank you! 
 

Jingle Offering – Today there will be a “special” offering for our area “We Care 
Fund”.  Any loose change that you have, please place in the tin bread pan and jingle 
the pan while dropping your change and pass it to the person next to you.  
Remember that this loose change offering will be used to continue to provide 
assistance for area families who are in need. 
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*Worship on May 15th only one worship service at 10:00 
am and Sunday School at 9:00 am. Former pastors will be 
leading worship.  


