
 
 
 
 
 
Jingle Offering – Today there will be a “special” offering for our area “We Care 
Fund”.  Any loose change that you have, please place in the tin bread pan and jingle 
the pan while dropping your change and pass it to the person next to you.  
Remember that this loose change offering will be used to continue to provide 
assistance for area families who are in need. 
 

Flower order forms are available at the back of the Church for Easter flower orders. 
Last day to order flowers is March 28, 2022. We are ordering from Andy’s Garden 
in Troy again this year.  
 

Mark your calendars WOC sewing day Thursday, March 17th 9:00 am. Bring 
scissors, large needles. Covered dish lunch. 
 

Altar flowers are in honor of Jen Woolley’s birthday which is March 14th.  
 

The Lay Witness will be hosting a “New Member” class in the near future. If you 
are interested in becoming a member or know of someone who would like to 
become a member, please let the pastors know.  
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Welcome to 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Jackson Center, Ohio 
Second Sunday in Lent 

March 13, 2022  ~  8:00 AM 
 

Welcome to All  
“By grace you have been saved… as a gift of God.” All are welcome here! Let us 
worship together. We believe God has a purpose for you being with us today and 
our desire is to be an instrument in helping you discover and fulfill that purpose. You 
are always invited to come and worship with us. Please let us know if the pastor or 
we may be of service to you in any way.   
 

The Common Thread in Today’s Readings 
The culturally correct do not care for rebuke. Just ask Jeremiah. It matters not 
whether this is a secular or religious bunch, if the Lord sends, the prophet must 
speak. Almost certainly, it will not go well for that prophet; his life is the Lord’s, and 
he must trust in God alone. The culture’s protection is fickle but God is faithful. 
Better to be culture’s enemy than an enemy of the cross. This is the way of Christ. 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 
Lighting of the Candles 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Temple Talk                 Fritz Serr  

         

 

*Opening Song              “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”      LBW # 304
       

The Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  In the name of the Father, †Son and Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.                    

C:  Amen     
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P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.     (1 John 1:8-9) 

(Silence for personal confession) 
P:  Most merciful God,  
C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.  

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of your sin, in the name of the Father, and of the †Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit   

C:  Amen.     
 

Prayer of the Day       
All: Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of your humble 
servants and stretch forth the right hand of your majesty to be our 
defense against all our enemies. Grant this, we pray, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

Choir Anthem            “Savior, Come and Dwell in Me”  Adult Choir 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture – read, preached and sung 

First Lesson: Jeremiah 26:8-15                        ESV # 654 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.    
 

Psalm 4   (read responsively) 

4 Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have given me 
relief when I was in distress.  Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 
2 O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame?  How long will 
you love vain words and seek after lies? Selah 
3 But know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself; the LORD hears 
when I call to him.    
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4 Be angry, and do not sin;  ponder in your own hearts on your beds, 
and be silent. Selah 
5 Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 
6 There are many who say, “Who will show us some good?  Lift up the 
light of your face upon us, O LORD!” 
7 You have put more joy in my heart  than they have when their grain and 
wine abound. 
8 In peace I will both lie down and sleep; 
    for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety. 
 

Praise the Lord!   
 

Second Lesson: Philippians 3:17-4:1                           ESV # 981 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung) 
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love.  
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 13:31-35     ESV # 873 
Glory to you, O’ Lord (sung) 
  

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. (sung)     
 

 

Children’s Message               Pastor Shelly 
 

Sermon                “Resident Aliens”                                Pastor Shelly 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were 
made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 
man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 3 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.   
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and 
glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen           

 

The Prayers of the Church 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

Thanksgiving 
We give thanks for the saving Word and all God’s gifts. 

Gathering of the Gifts 

*The Offering Hymn   “Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone?”                        SS # 368 
    

*The Offertory                 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                     Page 75 
 

*Offertory Prayer           Page 67 
Pastor: Merciful Father, 
All: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us- our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.   

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   

 

Benediction     
  

*Song                      “Abide with Us, Our Savior”         LBW: # 263 
The Jingle Offering for the ”The We Care Fund” will be collected during the singing of the last hymn. 

*Sending 

P: Go in peace, Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Silent Prayer and Meditation                                                     Organ Postlude 

Enter to Worship --- Depart to Serve         
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As part of the celebration for Grace Lutheran Church’s 100th anniversary, a 
photo directory is being planned. Each family photographed will receive a 
complimentary 8x10 portrait and a free copy of the directory. You do not need to be 
a member of Grace to be photographed and may elect not to have your photo 
included in the directory, if you so choose. The dates and times for photographing 
are Tuesday, May 3 – Friday, May 6, 2:00 pm – 8:30 pm and Saturday, May 7, 10:30 
am – 4:00 pm. 
Scheduling will be offered on a “first come, first serve” basis. We will be scheduling 
after church services on Sunday, March 27 and April 3 at the back of the church.  
Online scheduling is also available Mon - Fri 8:00 am – 8:00 pm, beginning 
Monday, March 14. To schedule online, visit www.ucdir.com and click on 
“Photography Appointment Scheduling Login” on the right side. The church code is 
OH2468 and the church password is photos. Click on the day you prefer, available 
time slots will be shown and you may reserve your preferred time.  
 

Disaster Response - Lots of issues and needs in this world, some very close to 
home.  Ever ask yourself how you might be able to use your gifts and talents to 
help?  God has gifted our Church Family with 100 beautiful years and Jesus 
died on the cross – the least we can do is……………. We have an opportunity 
to not only be His hands and feet but to take Jesus with us on the road.  We 
are planning a Disaster Response Mission Trip to the tornado ravaged community in 
Kentucky the first week of July (tentatively Tuesday, July 5th through Sunday July 
11th).  Some may prefer  to stay only two or three days and that is okay, too.  We will 
be staying in a church (House of Prayer Lutheran Church) in Elizabethtown, 
Kentucky (250 miles/4 hours away), with shower and sleeping facilities available.  
The church will make their kitchen available to us and we will take and prepare our 
own meals (and we have a plan for that).   We anticipate that most of our work will 
be clean-up operations – cleaning up brush and debris, but we will be assigned 
whatever work is needed at the time and using the gifts and talents of those of us 
making the trip.  Many details to be finalized, but our number one objective at this 
time is to see if we can generate the needed interest of a team of men, women, boys 
and girls from Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church who want to help.  If you are 
interested or have any questions, please contact one of those listed below.  Thank 
You and God Bless, Fritz Serr                                                                                                  

• Pastor Bert – 715-418-1037  

• Michael Hecht – 419-790-9252 

• Fritz Serr -937-726-9378 (C) or 937-693-3597 (H)  
 

On March 23rd which is the actual date of our incorporation as a congregation, 
we will have birthday cake and homemade ice-cream served to celebrate the 100th 
birthday of Grace. We will also celebrate Holy Communion that evening as well.   
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Lenten meals will again be served every Wednesday evening at 6:00 P.M.; with the 
service following at 7:00 P.M.  
 

WOC March Collection is Personal Care items for Fish Pond Food Pantry 
Toothpaste Toothbrush  Shampoo 
   Conditioner Liquid hand soap  Bar Soap 
   Deodorant 
Any questions please contact Barb Wical, chairperson 
 

Grace will celebrate 100th Anniversary Celebration Sunday, March 27th with one 
worship service at 10:00 am. Bishop Dan Selbo will be in attendance and the choir 
will sing.  There will be a catered lunch following the worship service.  
  

If you will be attending the luncheon being held after worship on March 27th for the 
100th Anniversary of Grace. Please sign up on the sheet at the back of the church. 
Deadline to sign up is March 20th.  
  

Attention all dessert makers. We are in need of desserts for the 100th Anniversary 
luncheon being held on March 27th after the worship service. If you can supply a 
dessert, please contact Nikki in the church office. Thank you! 
  

We are staring a Grace Property Maintenance deep cleaning “crew”, this group 
will meet the first Wednesday of each month from 10:00 am-12:00. Everyone is 
welcome to come and lend a hand!  
 

To celebrate the 100th Anniversary Celebration at Grace there will be a cookbook 
being published. We are in need of 200 recipes typed individually on an 8 ½ x 11 
sheet of paper (NO RECIPE CARDS). We are wanting to celebrate 100 years of 
great cooks past and present at Grace. Please include your name, phone # and 
recipe category.  Please submit recipes to Nikki in the church office or in the 
provided box at the back of the church. Deadline to turn in recipes is May 1st. 
 

Flowers to the Glory of God and in Celebration of 100 Years of Grace As part of 
celebrating 100 years of God's Grace this next year 2022, we are inviting you to 
sponsor flowers for the altar to beautify worship. There is a Flower Chart hanging in 
the back of the sanctuary upon which you can sign up for a Sunday. You might 
choose a Sunday nearest a special event such as family birthdays, anniversaries, 
baptisms, weddings, etc. The cost of the arrangement will be $50 and be provided 
by Jenny’s Design in Botkins.  Payment may be made to Grace Lutheran Church 
either to the office or in the offering box indicating for the altar flowers. 
 

Thank you for all of the cards, prayers, and phone calls. They were all greatly 
appreciated and brightened my day.  
Kay Byrd 
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