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Welcome to 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Jackson Center, Ohio 
Transfiguration Sunday 

February 27, 2022  ~  8:00 AM 
 

Welcome to All  
Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! May your soul be nourished, your faith be 
strengthened and your life be touched by God in a special way while you’re here. 
We believe God has a purpose for you being with us today and our desire is to be an 
instrument in helping you discover and fulfill that purpose. You are always invited to 
come and worship with us. Please let us know if the pastor or we may be of service 
to you in any way.   
 

The Common Thread in Today’s Readings 
There has never been a prophet like Moses. Elijah too, was a great prophet. And so, 
these two great ones are they who appeared with Christ Jesus on the mount of 
transfiguration. The three are seen there in glorious splendor within the gathered 
cloud (certainly a reference to God in the cloud of the exodus). As splendid a scene 
as this was (Peter was clearly moved), David reminds us that it is God who is holy; it 
is he who speaks in the pillar of cloud. As faithful as Moses and Elijah were, it is 
Christ who is faithful even when we are faithless. So, Moses and Elijah fade from the 
disciples’ vision; only Christ remains, and God tells us to listen to him. 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 

Lighting of the Candles 

Welcome and Announcements          

 

*Opening Song              “The Son of God Goes Forth to War”     LBW # 183
       

The Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  In the name of the Father, †Son and Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.                    

C:  Amen     
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P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.     (1 John 1:8-9) 

(Silence for personal confession) 
P:  Most merciful God,  
C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.  

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of your sin, in the name of the Father, and of the †Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit   

C:  Amen.     
 

Prayer of the Day       
All: God of majesty, through Jesus’ transfiguration you reveal him as 
your beloved Son. Keep us faithful in the promise that through the 
cross and the empty tomb we are joint heirs with Christ and will one day 
enjoy the fullness of your glory for eternity; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Choir Anthem            “Love Is Our Theme”  Adult Choir 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture – read, preached and sung 

First Lesson: Deuteronomy 34:1-12          ESV # 177 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.    
 

Psalm 99   (read responsively) 

99 The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the 
cherubim; let the earth quake! 
2 The LORD is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples. 
3 Let them praise your great and awesome name! Holy is he! 
4 The King in his might loves justice. You have established equity; you 
have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 
    2 



5 Exalt the LORD our God; worship at his footstool! Holy is he! 
6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel also was among 
those who called upon his name. They called to the LORD, and he 
answered them. 
7 In the pillar of the cloud he spoke to them;  they kept his testimonies and the 
statute that he gave them. 
8 O LORD our God, you answered them;  you were a forgiving God to 
them,  but an avenger of their wrongdoings. 
9 Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for the LORD our 
God is holy! 
Praise the Lord!  
 

Second Lesson: Hebrews 3:1-6               ESV # 1002 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 9:28-36     ESV # 867 
Glory to you, O’ Lord (sung) 
  

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. (sung)     
 
 

Children’s Message      Pastor Bert 
 

Sermon                                                   Pastor Bert 

 

Sermon Hymn             “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord”                     LBW # 368 

 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.      
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.         
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The Prayers of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen  

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   

 

Presentation          Chris Parker,  Wernle Home 
 

Benediction     
  

*Song                      “Abide with Us, Our Savior”         LBW: # 263 
 

*Sending 

P: Go in peace, Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Silent Prayer and Meditation                                                     Organ Postlude 
 

Enter to Worship --- Depart to Serve         
 

There is a box for offering located on a table at the back of the church, for you to 
drop off offerings. Ways of giving on our website there is a link if you click on the 
online giving tab, is set up with Vanco electronic giving. Another way to give is by 
your banks bill pay or by check or cash. All offerings are greatly appreciated to help 
facilitate the Lord’s work here.  
 

Lenten meals will again be served every Wednesday evening at 6:00 P.M.; with the 
service following at 7:00 P.M. If your family or church committee is interested in 
preparing a meal, please contact Nikki in the church office. Date that is available is 
April 6.  
 

Congratulations to Aaron & Cassi Klopfenstein on the birth of their daughter Ada 
Maria Klopfenstein born February 19th. Ada weighted 8 lbs. 6 oz. and measured 
19.5” long. Proud grandparents are Scott & Kathy Klopfenstein and Scott & Mia 
Lobaugh.   
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Flowers to the Glory of God and in Celebration of 100 Years of Grace As part of 
celebrating 100 years of God's Grace this next year 2022, we are inviting you to 
sponsor flowers for the altar to beautify worship. There is a Flower Chart hanging in 
the back of the sanctuary upon which you can sign up for a Sunday. You might 
choose a Sunday nearest a special event such as family birthdays, anniversaries, 
baptisms, weddings, etc. The cost of the arrangement will be $50 and be provided 
by Jenny’s Design in Botkins.  Payment may be made to Grace Lutheran Church 
either to the office or in the offering box indicating for the altar flowers. 
 

A small group bible study is starting up on Feb 2 at 6:30 pm at Jason & April 
Platfoot’s barn. The group will be starting with a series called Transformation 
developed by Rick Warren. There is a short video and then discussion questions 
along with a daily devotional to reflect on the lesson throughout the week. The 
coordinating booklet will be available at the first meeting. It is a 7-week study and we 
will meet On Wednesday’s for the first 4 sessions and then meet on Sunday evening 
for the remaining 3 weeks. Planning on 1 to 1 ½ hours for meeting time. Everyone is 
invited. Invite friends, co-workers, family. Please call or text April if you plan on 
coming or have questions. 937-726-2967.  
 

100th Anniversary T-shirts are on sale (at both services).  We hope you will 
proudly wear your shirt throughout 2022 at our celebrations and in your daily 
activities. Orders are due to the church office by February 28th. Order forms are 
available at the back of the church and February newsletter.   
 

Jackson Center American Legion Chicken Fry Saturday, March 5th from 4:30-6:00 
pm. Drive Thru Only. $9.00 per dinner, 1 pint coleslaw available for $2.00. Presale 
tickets are available at the JC Pro Hardware, Village of JC Office and the America 
Legion the day of the event. Thank you for supporting our veterans.  
 

We are staring a Grace Property Maintenance deep cleaning “crew”, this group 
will meet the first Wednesday of each month from 10:00 am-12:00. Starting 
Wednesday, March 2nd at 10:00 am, our first “deep cleaning” job will be doing all the 
pews. Everyone is welcome to come and lend a hand!  
 

If you will be attending the luncheon being held after worship on March 27th for 
the 100th Anniversary of Grace. Please sign up on the sheet at the back of the 
church. Deadline to sign up is March 20th.  
 

Attention all dessert makers. We are in need of desserts for the 100th Anniversary 
luncheon being held on March 27th after the worship service. If you can supply a 
dessert, please contact Nikki in the church office. Thank you! 
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Today Tanzania “Home of Peace” Pork Dinner Fundraiser 
When: Sunday, February 27, 2022 
Time: 4:30 pm -6:30 pm 
Where: Grace Lutheran Church 
Cost: $8.00 
Dinner includes: Pork loin, potato, green beans, and roll. Carry out meals 
only. Tickets should be purchased in advance from any Mission Committee Member 
(Julie, Greg, Marge, Marilyn Kohler, Scott Klopfenstein, Morganne Ackley, Tom 
Elsass, Karen Hatfield). Tickets can also be purchased at the church office. 
 

WOC February Collections 

Health Care Kits for NALC Disaster Response        
One bath towel 
One wash cloth 
One bar of soap in original wrapping 
One toothbrush 
One pack of dental floss   
One tube of toothpaste (or 2 travel size) 
One comb 
One deodorant 
Two travel sized shampoos 
One nail clipper 
*pack all items in 2 gallon ziplock bags (WOC will purchase these- just place all 
items in a grocery bag and deposit in vestibule basket) 
Any question please contact Barb Wical. 
 

To celebrate the 100th Anniversary Celebration at Grace there will be a cookbook 
being published. We are in need of 200 recipes typed individually on an 8 ½ x 11 
sheet of paper (NO RECIPE CARDS). We are wanting to celebrate 100 years of 
great cooks past and present at Grace. Please include your name, phone # and 
recipe category.  Please submit recipes to Nikki in the church office or in the 
provided box at the back of the church.  
 

Thrivent Choice dollars for 2021 can still be designated for this year but, must be 
done by 3/31/22. You can do so by going online.  
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