
 
 
 
 
 
Calling Everyone who loves to sing~ Gospel Gang will be Christmas Caroling on 
Wednesday,  December 8th. We would love for the congregation to join us. We will 
meet at the church at 6:15 and depart at 6:30. We are in need of adult volunteers to 
drive. We would like an estimated count ahead of time for drivers if possible. Please 
contact Lori Wiswell at clwiswell04@gmail.com or 937-538-7182 if you would be 
interested in driving.  
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Welcome to 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Jackson Center, Ohio 
First Sunday of Advent 

November 28, 2021  ~  8:00 AM 
 

Welcome to All  
 “The days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the good promise I made” 
Thanks, God, that we can depend on your promises. We believe God has a purpose 
for you being with us today and our desire is to be an instrument in helping you 
discover and fulfill that purpose. You are always invited to come and worship with 
us. Please let us know if the pastor or we may be of service to you in any way.   
 

The Common Thread in Today’s Readings 
We are saved, not by our own righteousness or goodness but, by the Lord’s 
righteousness. Despite our transgressions, God is our salvation. We truly live 
by taking our stand in him, established in the blamelessness of his holiness—
not our own piety. Jesus is the only sign of salvation we need in which to 
place our hope. He alone is our redemption, a deliverance that is drawing 
nearer every day. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 

Lighting of the Candles 

Welcome and Announcements  

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  Darrel & Julie Klopfenstein Family 
 
L: Today we light the first candle of Advent, the candle of Hope. 
     (Light First Blue Candle) 
L: We put our hope in Jesus the Christ, true God and true man, who brings 
good news of salvation through the forgiveness of sin. We hope in this Christ, 
this Messiah, the One who will lead us to walk in the light of the LORD, 
through the darkest valleys to the highest mountain tops, and all places in 
between.  
We light this candle in Hope.  
 

C: On this day, we hopefully pray: “Come Lord Jesus!” 
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*Opening Song           “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”        LBW # 25
        

The Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  In the name of the Father, †Son and Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.                    

C:  Amen  
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.     (1 John 1:8-9) 

(Silence for personal confession) 
P:  Most merciful God,  
C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.  

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of your sin, in the name of the Father, and of the †Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit   

C:  Amen.     
 

Prayer of the Day       
All: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come, that by your protection we 
may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by 
your mighty deliverance; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

Choir Anthem         “Let Every Thankful Heart”  Adult Choir 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture – read, preached and sung 

First Lesson: Jeremiah 33:14-16     ESV # 662 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.    
 

Psalm 25:1-10 (read responsively) 

25 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
2 O my God, in you I trust;  let me not be put to shame;  let not my enemies 
exult over me. 
3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;  they shall be 
ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD;  teach me your paths. 
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me,  for you are the God of my 
salvation;  for you I wait all the day long. 
6 Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,  for they have 
been from of old. 
7 Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according 
to your steadfast love remember me,  for the sake of your goodness, 
O LORD! 
8 Good and upright is the LORD;  therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9 He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 
10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who 
keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
Praise the Lord!  

 

Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13               ESV # 987 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 21:25-36     ESV # 881 
Glory to you, O’ Lord (sung) 
  

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. (sung)     
 
 

Children’s Message               Pastor Shelly 
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Sermon                               “In-Person”                          Pastor Shelly 

 

Sermon Hymn             “Hark, the Glad Sound!”                          LBW # 35 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were 
made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 
man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and 
glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen                 
    

The Prayers of the Church 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen  

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   

Benediction     
  

*Song                                 “The Advent of Our God”         LBW: # 22 
 

*Sending 

P: Go in peace, Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Silent Prayer and Meditation                                                     Organ Postlude 
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Enter to Worship --- Depart to Serve         
There is a box for offering located on a table at the back of the church, for you to 
drop off offerings. Ways of giving on our website there is a link if you click on the 
online giving tab, is set up with Vanco electronic giving. Another way to give is by 
your banks bill pay or by check or cash. All offerings are greatly appreciated to help 
facilitate the Lord’s work here.  
 

Thrivent Choice dollars need to be designated for next year, members can 
designate by going online.  
 

Last Day to Cast your votes for Grace Leadership. Please fill out and turn back 
into the designated ballot box at the back of the church by November 28th.  
 

WOC November Collections Personal care items for Alpha Center 
Toothpaste, Toothbrush,  Shampoo, Conditioner, Body wash, Soap, Body lotion, 
Deodorant, Razors, Brush/comb 
Any questions please contact Cindy Davis.  
 

Grace Carol Service. You are invited to the annual Carol Service here at Grace. 
The Carol Service is scheduled for Sunday, December 12, at the 8:00 worship 
service. The program will feature: devotional readings pertaining to Advent and 
Christmas; anthems sung by the adult choir; and of course, the singing of many of 
our favorite and cherished Christmas carols. Plan to join the Grace choir as we sing 
together and celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior at this year’s Carol Service 
on December 12 at 8:00 am. 
 

Salvation Army Red Kettle Collection for Shelby County 
There will be a Red Kettle located on the back sanctuary table for your gifts to the 
local Salvation Army beginning Nov 24 – Dec 19. 
Donating to the Red Kettle helps the Salvation Army serve Shelby County residence 
year round. 
Some of these services include: 

➢ Seasonal service such as: School supplies, Christmas toys & Holiday 
Meals 

➢ A Food Pantry  
➢ Emergency Disaster Service to first responders and the victims.  
➢ Pathway of Hope Initiative – Intense family case management to end the 

cycle of generational poverty 
➢ Senior Meals and Activities   

Spread the hope & love of Jesus Christ.     
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Adult Sunday School Class each Sunday at 9:15 am 
We all have lots of questions about God and the Bible and life and how it is all 
connected and intertwined. We are taking your questions as our study materials for 
the hour together. You are invited to write your questions on paper and submit them 
in class or email them to jcgracepastor@outlook.com. You are invited to bring your 
Bible or your favorite Bible app as we study God’s Word. 
Our present study focuses on the questions that are raised about “world religions” 
and how they intersect with Christianity. Come for a lively discussion and then even 
more questions as they arise and then digging into God’s Word for what the Lord 
God has to say on these matters. 

 

Tanzania Update on Monica. BACKGROUND: In April 2021 Monica became ill 
while in school (Mwadui secondary school). After taking her to the hospital it came to 
light that she has hypertension (which was strange for her age). The regional referral 
hospital struggled to identify the main source of the hypertension problem, so they 
referred her to the zonal referral hospital (Bugando hospital, Mwanza). Here they 
discovered that there is a chemical in Monica's blood that enters the heart. This is 
why doctors are now treating her with monthly clinic visits, which she has been 
receiving since May. Unfortunately, the school and the clinic where Monica receives 
this treatment are very far apart, which adds transportation and accommodation 
costs, and of course, she can’t travel alone.  UPDATE: Monica is doing well for the 
most part, although she still has some challenges. Her clinic visits are continuing 
due to your funding, and we pray the treatment will be effective.  We have 55 days 
left and just a little over $1,000 to raise for her to be able to complete this year of her 
treatment plan, which doctors feel is the best adequate time to take care of this.  
If you would like to give a monetary donation through Grace Lutheran Church please 

designate it to "Monica - Tanzania" OR you can give at the One Plus God website 

at https://oneplusgod.org/causes/ Thank you for your support and prayers in keeping 

Monica healthy. 

Reminder to catechism kids and their families decorating of the church today at 
1:30 pm. for Christmas.  
 

Reminder Please return your family church sheet for the upcoming directory 
before November 30th to the church office.  
 

Jackson Center American Legion Chicken Fry Saturday, December 4th from 4:30-
6:00 pm. Drive Thru Only. Presale tickets are available at the JC Pro Hardware, 
Village of JC Office and the America Legion the day of the event. Thank you for 
supporting our veterans.     
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