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Welcome to 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Jackson Center, Ohio 
Feast of the Epiphany 

January 9, 2022  ~  8:00 AM 
 

Welcome to All  
Beloved children of God: Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church as we worship in the 
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. We believe God has a 
purpose for you being with us today and our desire is to be an instrument in helping 
you discover and fulfill that purpose. You are always invited to come and worship 
with us. Please let us know if the pastor or we may be of service to you in any way.   
 

The Common Thread in Today’s Readings 
The Lord has done a great thing. We must lift up our eyes, look all around, and see 
the blessings he has showered upon us. He has not done so only for our benefit. 
The nations will be attracted to his light shining among us. Righteousness and peace 
will abound—not only in eternity but now, in the hearts of the faithful. This is what the 
Gospel reveals because the Gospel reveals the Christ for the world, the King of the 
Jews as the King of the whole earth. He is the light of the world, the star, if you will, 
that led the gentile wise men and still draws the nations today. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 

Lighting of the Candles 

Welcome and Announcements          

 

*Opening Song           “As with Gladness Men of Old”       LBW # 82
        

The Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  In the name of the Father, †Son and Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.                    

C:  Amen     
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P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.     (1 John 1:8-9) 

(Silence for personal confession) 
P:  Most merciful God,  
C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.  

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of your sin, in the name of the Father, and of the †Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit   

C:  Amen.     
 

Prayer of the Day       
All: Heavenly Father, as your beloved Son was sent to be the Light to all 
nations, so may his light shine in and through us. Send us to be 
Christ’s light in our homes, schools, workplaces and to the ends of the 
earth; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Choir Anthem         “Wise Men Still Seek Him”  Adult Choir 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture – read, preached and sung 

First Lesson: Isaiah 60:1-6     ESV # 619 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.    
 

Psalm 72:1-15 (read responsively) 

72 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal 
son! 
2 May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with 
justice! 
3 Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in 
righteousness!   2 



4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to 
the children of the needy, and crush the oppressor! 
5 May they fear you while the sun endures, and as long as the 
moon, throughout all generations! 
6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that 
water the earth! 
7 In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be 
no more! 
8 May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends 
of the earth! 
9 May desert tribes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust! 
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands  render him tribute; 
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 
11 May all kings fall down before him,  all nations serve him! 
12 For he delivers the needy when he calls, the poor and him who has no 
helper. 
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy. 
14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life,  and precious is 
their blood in his sight. 
15 Long may he live; may gold of Sheba be given to him! May prayer be 
made for him continually, and blessings invoked for him all the day! 
Praise the Lord!  
 

Second Lesson: Ephesians 3:1-12               ESV # 977 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12     ESV # 807 
Glory to you, O’ Lord (sung) 
  

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. (sung)     
 

 

Children’s Message      Pastor Bert 
 

Sermon                                                   Pastor Bert 

 

Sermon Hymn             “We Three Kings of Orient Are”                         WOV # 646 
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Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.      
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.         

 

The Prayers of the Church 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen  

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   

Benediction     
  

 

*Song                      “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!”         LBW: # 89 
 

*Sending 

P: Go in peace, Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Silent Prayer and Meditation                                                     Organ Postlude 
 

Enter to Worship --- Depart to Serve         
 

There is a box for offering located on a table at the back of the church, for you to 
drop off offerings. Ways of giving on our website there is a link if you click on the 
online giving tab, is set up with Vanco electronic giving. Another way to give is by 
your banks bill pay or by check or cash. All offerings are greatly appreciated to help 
facilitate the Lord’s work here.  
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Jingle Offering – Today there will be a “special” offering for our area “We Care 
Fund”.  Any loose change that you have, please place in the labeled jar at the 
back of the church.  Remember that this loose change offering will be used to 
continue to provide assistance for area families who are in need. 
 

Reminder to catechism kids and their families  undecorating of the church Today 
at 1:30 pm. for Christmas.  
 

Flowers to the Glory of God and in Celebration of 100 Years of Grace As part of 
celebrating 100 years of God's Grace this next year 2022, we are inviting you to 
sponsor flowers for the altar to beautify worship. There is a Flower Chart hanging in 
the back of the sanctuary upon which you can sign up for a Sunday. You might 
choose a Sunday nearest a special event such as family birthdays, anniversaries, 
baptisms, weddings, etc. The cost of the arrangement will be $50 and be provided 
by Jenny’s Design in Botkins.  Payment may be made to Grace Lutheran Church 
either to the office or in the offering box indicating for the altar flowers. 
 

Dear members, the Lay/Witness Comm has received another 50 crocheted cloths 
from Barb Elsass’s friend Kris Minks. We would like to collect bars of soap till 
Sunday 1/16/2022. We will deliver them and the cloths to Mercy Mission House in 
Sidney which also houses the former Alpha Center. Thank you for your donations of 
bar soap!  
 

Song Leaders Needed 
The Praise Band is in need of people who enjoy singing and would like to help lead 
the singing during the 10:30 Praise and Worship services.  Practice is every 
Thursday evening at 5:30, and lasts for approximately one hour.  Any one interested 
in being a song leader is asked to contact Toni Leininger, 937-726-1755. 
 

Year end giving statements are available for pick up at the back of the church. 

Each envelope is marked for the designated family. These are only for people using 

the number offering envelope system.  
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Official Notice – 

Quarterly Congregational  
Meeting  

9:15 am January 16, 2022 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church will hold the quarterly congregational 
meeting beginning at 9:15 AM Sunday, January 16, 2022. 



Home of Peace Mission Banquet: 
Date: January 30, 2022   
Time: 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm  
Cost: Free will offering 
Location: Grace Lutheran Church, 607 S Main St, Jackson Center, OH 45334 
Join us for a great meal, fellowship and feedback about an amazing ministry, Home 
of Peace, to children and their families in Bariadi, Tanzania.  
Speakers:  Pastor Silas Mkiramweni from Bariadi - Interesting facts about Tanzania 
and the church there 
Pastor Wayne de Wet from One Plus God Ministries - Feedback about Home of 
Peace & global missions 
Reg link: https://oneplusgod.org/home-of-peace-missions-banquet-january-2022/ 

 

NALC Disaster Response is responding to the recent devastation due to the 
severe weather storms. The NALC has the capacity to respond in each mission 
district – health kits and clean up kits and other supplies are being delivered to the 
identified locations as identified by calling 740-509-1132. 
Ways  you can Help: 
1.  pray for the families 
2.  If you wish to respond in another community and help with the relief efforts, 
contact Mary Bates for more information. At this time, NALC Disaster Response will 
be delivering emergency relief supplies, as points of contact are identified.   
3.  NEEDED:  gift cards from Walmart, Target and similar stores - I want to assist 
families with toys for their children for Christmas.   Gift cards or your donations will 
make that happen.  Please send gift cards to NALC Disaster Response, 16500 
Noble Ave., Caldwell, Ohio  43724 and please send any monetary donations (I will 
use your support to buy gift cards) to: 
NALC Disaster Response, P.O. Box 860565, Minneapolis, MN  55486-0565 
Thank you for your prayers and support - May God Bless You and Yours, 
Mary Bates, NALC Disaster Response 
 

WOC January Collection 
Please remember to save your greeting cards for the WOC January collection. Linda 
Jenkins is the chairperson for this project. Please put in the Church vestibule 
baskets, collection will take place the whole month of January.  
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