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Welcome to 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Jackson Center, Ohio 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 23, 2022  ~  8:00 AM 

 

Welcome to All  
St. Paul declares: “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of 
it”. Each of you is indispensable to this gathering called the church. Welcome! We 
believe God has a purpose for you being with us today and our desire is to be an 
instrument in helping you discover and fulfill that purpose. You are always invited to 
come and worship with us. Please let us know if the pastor or we may be of service 
to you in any way.   
 

The Common Thread in Today’s Readings 
“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 
those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near”. Blessed are 
they who read the Word for others, and they who make the meaning clear. For that 
Word revives the soul and brings joy to the heart. It makes the simple wise and 
provides insight. This is a community affair; the whole congregation is involved: 
reading, teaching, hearing. In this ministry of the Word is found healing, liberty, 
understanding, and good news. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude 

Lighting of the Candles 

Welcome and Announcements          

 

*Opening Song               “Lift High the Cross”        LBW # 377
        

The Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  In the name of the Father, †Son and Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.                    

C:  Amen     
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P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.     (1 John 1:8-9) 

(Silence for personal confession) 
P:  Most merciful God,  
C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.  

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of your sin, in the name of the Father, and of the †Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit   

C:  Amen.     
 

Prayer of the Day       
All: Merciful Father, you have provided for your people the gift of Holy 
Scripture through which your salvation in Jesus Christ is made known. 
Grant that we may study, learn, meditate upon your word that we may 
live according to your will following the way of the Incarnate Word, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. It is in his most holy name we pray. Amen. 
 

Choir Anthem           “By Grace”   Adult Choir 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture – read, preached and sung 

First Lesson: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10         ESV # 403 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.    
 

Psalm 19:1-14 (read responsively) 

19 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork. 
2 Day pours out speech today, and night reveals knowledge tonight. 
3 There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 
4 Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end 
of the world. In them he has set a tent for the sun,  2 
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 which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong 

man, runs its course with joy. 
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,  and its circuit to the end of 
them, and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
7 The law of the LORD is perfect,  reviving the soul; the testimony of 
the LORD is sure,  making wise the simple; 
8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
9 the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of 
the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold,  even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 
11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great 
reward. 
12 Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
13 Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not 
have dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great 
transgression. 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 
Praise the Lord!  
 

Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a              ESV # 959 
 Word of God for the people of God.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 4:16-30     ESV # 859 
Glory to you, O’ Lord (sung) 
  

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. (sung)     
 
 

Children’s Message      Pastor Bert 
 

Sermon                                                   Pastor Bert 

 

Sermon Hymn             “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                    LBW # 294 
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Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.      
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.         

 

The Prayers of the Church 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen  

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   

Benediction     
  

*Song                      “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”         LBW: # 221 
 

*Sending 

P: Go in peace, Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Silent Prayer and Meditation                                                     Organ Postlude 
 

Enter to Worship --- Depart to Serve         
 

There is a box for offering located on a table at the back of the church, for you to 
drop off offerings. Ways of giving on our website there is a link if you click on the 
online giving tab, is set up with Vanco electronic giving. Another way to give is by 
your banks bill pay or by check or cash. All offerings are greatly appreciated to help 
facilitate the Lord’s work here.  
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Flowers to the Glory of God and in Celebration of 100 Years of Grace As part of 
celebrating 100 years of God's Grace this next year 2022, we are inviting you to 
sponsor flowers for the altar to beautify worship. There is a Flower Chart hanging in 
the back of the sanctuary upon which you can sign up for a Sunday. You might 
choose a Sunday nearest a special event such as family birthdays, anniversaries, 
baptisms, weddings, etc. The cost of the arrangement will be $50 and be provided 
by Jenny’s Design in Botkins.  Payment may be made to Grace Lutheran Church 
either to the office or in the offering box indicating for the altar flowers. 
 

Song Leaders Needed 
The Praise Band is in need of people who enjoy singing and would like to help lead 
the singing during the 10:30 Praise and Worship services.  Practice is every 
Thursday evening at 5:30, and lasts for approximately one hour.  Any one interested 
in being a song leader is asked to contact Toni Leininger, 937-726-1755. 
 

A small group bible study is starting up on Feb 2 at 6:30 pm at Jason & April 
Platfoot’s barn. The group will be starting with a series called Transformation 
developed by Rick Warren. There is a short video and then discussion questions 
along with a daily devotional to reflect on the lesson throughout the week. The 
coordinating booklet will be available at the first meeting. It is a 7-week study and we 
will meet On Wednesday’s for the first 4 sessions and then meet on Sunday evening 
for the remaining 3 weeks. Planning on 1 to 1 ½ hours for meeting time. Everyone is 
invited. Invite friends, co-workers, family. Please call or text April if you plan on 
coming or have questions. 937-726-2967.  
 

WOC needs cookie bakers to bake cookies for the Alpha Center to be dropped off 
in the church kitchen by February 6th.  
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Pastors Bert & Shelly.  
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Home of Peace Mission Banquet:       RSVP Needed by Monday, January 24th 
Date: January 30, 2022          Time: 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm   
Cost: Free will offering 
Location: Grace Lutheran Church, 607 S Main St, Jackson Center, OH 45334    
Speakers: Pastor Silas Mkiramweni from Bariadi - Interesting facts about Tanzania 
and the church there 
Pastor Wayne de Wet from One Plus God Ministries - Feedback about Home of 
Peace & global missions 
Join us for a great meal by Southern-ish Kitchen and desserts by Women of 
the Church, fellowship with other Christians, and interesting  
information about Home of Peace and global missions. 
For those attending there is a signup sheet at the back of the church or you 
can register at -  
https://oneplusgod.org/home-of-peace-missions-banquet-january-2022/ 
*If you have little children the One Plus God staff are willing to watch them and do 
some crafts and lessons with them during the banquet time.   
 

NALC Disaster Response is responding to the recent devastation due to the 
severe weather storms. The NALC has the capacity to respond in each mission 
district – health kits and clean up kits and other supplies are being delivered to the 
identified locations as identified by calling 740-509-1132. 
Ways  you can Help: 
1.  pray for the families 
2.  If you wish to respond in another community and help with the relief efforts, 
contact Mary Bates for more information. At this time, NALC Disaster Response will 
be delivering emergency relief supplies, as points of contact are identified.   
3.  NEEDED:  gift cards from Walmart, Target and similar stores - I want to assist 
families with toys for their children for Christmas.   Gift cards or your donations will 
make that happen.  Please send gift cards to NALC Disaster Response, 16500 
Noble Ave., Caldwell, Ohio  43724 and please send any monetary donations (I will 
use your support to buy gift cards) to: 
NALC Disaster Response, P.O. Box 860565, Minneapolis, MN  55486-0565 
Thank you for your prayers and support - May God Bless You and Yours, 
Mary Bates, NALC Disaster Response 
 

WOC January Collection 
Please remember to save your greeting cards for the WOC January collection. Linda 
Jenkins is the chairperson for this project. Please put in the Church vestibule 
baskets, collection will take place the whole month of January.  
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