
 NALC Disaster Response is responding to the recent devastation due to the 
severe weather storms. The NALC has the capacity to respond in each mission 
district – health kits and clean up kits and other supplies are being delivered to the 
identified locations as identified by calling 740-509-1132. 
Ways  you can Help: 
1.  pray for the families 
2.  If you wish to respond in another community and help with the relief efforts, 
contact Mary Bates for more information. At this time, NALC Disaster Response will 
be delivering emergency relief supplies, as points of contact are identified.   
3.  NEEDED:  gift cards from Walmart, Target and similar stores - I want to assist 
families with toys for their children for Christmas.   Gift cards or your donations will 
make that happen.  Please send gift cards to NALC Disaster Response, 16500 
Noble Ave., Caldwell, Ohio  43724 and please send any monetary donations (I will 
use your support to buy gift cards) to: 
NALC Disaster Response, P.O. Box 860565, Minneapolis, MN  55486-0565 
Thank you for your prayers and support - May God Bless You and Yours, 
Mary Bates, NALC Disaster Response 
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Welcome to 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 19, 2021  ~  8:00 A.M. 

 

Beliefs and Customs 
    Holy Communion is also called the Lord’s 
Supper, Sacrament of the Altar, Eucharist, and 
the Last Supper. Lutherans believe that Jesus’ 
body and blood are truly present when we 

participate in Holy Communion. Believing, baptized Christians are welcome to 
participate in this special meal with us. 
    For Holy Communion distribution, communicants, please come to the Communion 
table to pick up the wrapped elements (host & grape juice) for your family. Gluten 
free elements are in a separate tray. A deacon will assist you. Then return to your 
seat until the time of consecration when we will take the Lord’s Supper together at 
one time.  

 

Welcome to Our Guests 
Mary and Elizabeth supported each other during the uncertainty and joy of 
pregnancy. May we who worship together also support one another through life’s 
ups and downs. We believe God has a purpose for you being with us today and our 
desire is to be an instrument in helping you discover and fulfill that purpose. You are 
always invited to come and worship with us. Please let us know if the pastor or we 
may be of service to you in any way.   

 

As We Gather 
God is present with us through Jesus, even when he seems hidden. But only faith 
can understand this mystery. Only faith in the promised one of old, the one who has 
come to do God’s will, who died for our sin – Jesus the Christ – takes away our 
feelings of hopelessness. He is the blessed fruit of Mary’s womb, the One who 
makes our souls to sing. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

* Indicates times during which the congregation stands. 

The Prelude            

Lighting of the Candles        

Welcome and Announcements    

Lighting of the Advent Wreath              Luke & Kristen Davis Family             
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L: Last Sunday we lit the candle of Hope, Peace and Joy, three gifts that make us 
ready as we wait for Christ. Today we light the fourth candle of Advent, the candle of 
Love.  
(Light all four Blue Candles.)    
L:. In the fullness of time, God came among us in the flesh, humbly and happily, as a 
bundle of love, a newborn babe.  In 1 John 4:18, we read: “There is no fear in love, 
for perfect love casts out fear.”. God created this world in love and this world will end 
in the love of God. God’s love pervades all aspects of this life. From birth to death, 
pain to delight, strangers to friends, God’s love is present. We light this candle in 
Love.   
C: On this day, we remember how much Jesus our Christ, Immanuel, God with 
us, loved this world. We remember the great love He showed in dying on the 
Cross for our sins, and His promise to return for His church. And we pray:  
Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 

*Opening Hymn:     “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”    LBW # 50   
 

The Confession and Forgiveness    LBW pg. 56 
 

*Greeting                              LBW pg. 57 
 

* Kyrie        
 

*Hymn of Praise      LBW pg. 60 
 

*Prayer of the Day       
   Pastor: Let us pray, 
   All: God of righteousness, stir up your Spirit among us that we may 

delight in your will and follow in faithful obedience and humility until 
that day when your Son returns; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now 
and forever. Amen. 

 

Choir Anthem  “Shine on Our World Today”  Adult Choir 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

First Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a             ESV pg # 779 
Word of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80:1-7  (read responsively) 



80 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,  you who lead Joseph like a flock. You 
who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
2 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up your might 
and come to save us! 
3 Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
4 O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people's 
prayers? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to drink in 
full measure. 
6 You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, and our 
enemies laugh among themselves. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
Praise the Lord!  
 

Second Lesson: Hebrews 10:5-10          ESV pg # 1006 

Word of God for the people of God.   
Thanks be to God.            

 

Gospel Acclamation (sung) 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.     
*Holy Gospel: Luke 1:39-56                         ESV pg # 856 
 

 Glory to you, O Lord (sung) 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. (sung)    

 

Sermon              “The Reason for the Season”             Pastor Shelly 
 

Sermon Hymn        “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” LBW # 54 
 

 

*Nicene Creed    (stand) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were 
made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 
man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death   

 
 
3 



and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and 
glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen                 
   

*The Prayers of the Church (stand) 

Lord’s Supper 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

*Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Great Thanksgiving            

P: The Lord be with you.       
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.     

  

Words of Institution 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 
is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. (Take and eat 
the body of Christ broken for you). 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.     
 

Do this for the remembrance of me. (Take and drink the blood of Christ shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sin).  
 

*Communion Blessing 

*Prayer after Communion 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   

*The Benediction                                    
*Song                 “What Child Is This”                LBW pg. # 40 
 

Sending 

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!   
All: Thanks be to God.   

Silent Prayer and Meditation                                            Organ Postlude 

Enter to Worship --- Depart to Serve 
 

There is a box for offering located on a table at the back of the church, for you to 
drop off offerings. Ways of giving on our website there is a link if you click on the 
online giving tab, is set up with Vanco electronic giving. Another way to give is by 
your banks bill pay or by check or cash. All offerings are greatly appreciated to help 
facilitate the Lord’s work here.       
 

Today we celebrate Holy Communion, all baptized Christians are welcome to the 
Lord’s Table. We ask that you fill out a Holy Communion card located in your pew 
and place in basket next to the offering box.  

 

December Holiday Worship Schedule 

December 24:  Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship  

7:00 pm Christmas Eve with communion.  

10:30 pm Christmas Eve with communion & choir. 

 

December 25: Christmas Day  

9:00 am Christmas Morning Service with communion.  

 

December 26: First Sunday of Christmas  

8:00 & 10:30 am Installation of 2022 CAC, 

Nominating Committee & SS Officers. 
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Fund Raising Update For the Parsonage Landscaping and Shelter House 
Roof. The total fund raising goal is $16,034.41 as of November 29th we have 
received $10,561.78 for the project from memorials and personal contributions 
leaving a total of $5,472.63 to cover the project. The fund raiser will end on 
December 31, 2021. Any amount short of our goal will be taken out of the Grace 
Church general fund. All contributions received to help us reach our goal are much 
appreciated.  
 

Please return your membership paperwork to the church office ASAP.  There are 
additional forms at the back of the church. The committee will be calling each 
member/family that they do not receive paperwork from. Thank you 
 

Grace will be once again be doing the Christmas Angel Tree. This is an opportunity 
to share Christmas gifts with those who have needs in our community. The Angel 
tree is set up at the back of the church with tags for the various needs and wants. 
We have a  family of  2 seniors, so far and we are hoping to get some additional.  
Please stop in and take a tag, if you are able. Deadline for returning gifts to Grace 
is Monday,  December 20th. Please wrap gift and tape tag on the outside of the 
gift.  

 

Flowers to the Glory of God and in Celebration of 100 Years of Grace As part of 
celebrating 100 years of God's Grace this next year 2022, we are inviting you to 
sponsor flowers for the altar to beautify worship. There is a Flower Chart hanging in 
the back of the sanctuary upon which you can sign up for a Sunday. You might 
choose a Sunday nearest a special event such as family birthdays, anniversaries, 
baptisms, weddings, etc. The cost of the arrangement will be $50 and be provided 
by Jenny’s Design in Botkins.  Payment may be made to Grace Lutheran Church 
either to the office or in the offering box indicating for the altar flowers. 
 

Home of Peace Mission Banquet: 
Date: January 30, 2022   
Time: 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm  
Cost: Free will offering 
Location: Grace Lutheran Church, 607 S Main St, Jackson Center, OH 45334 
Join us for a great meal, fellowship and feedback about an amazing ministry, Home 
of Peace, to children and their families in Bariadi, Tanzania.  
Speakers:  Pastor Silas Mkiramweni from Bariadi - Interesting facts about Tanzania 
and the church there 
Pastor Wayne de Wet from One Plus God Ministries - Feedback about Home of 
Peace & global missions 
Reg link: https://oneplusgod.org/home-of-peace-missions-banquet-january-2022/ 
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