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Welcome to 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 5, 2021 ~ 10:30 A.M. 

 

Welcome to Our Guests 
God sends us out as messengers with his good news. Who has brought that news to 
me? Who needs me to carry that news to them? We believe God has a purpose for 
you being here today and our desire is to be an instrument in helping you discover 
and fulfill that purpose. You are invited to come and worship with us again. If you are 
a visitor, we ask that you sign the guest register in either vestibule and fill out a card 
found in your pew. Please let us know if the pastor or we may be of service to you in 
any way.   

 

The Common Thread in Today’s Readings  
The Old Testament also declares the Christ. Malachi prophesies with a pun that God 
will send a malaki, a messenger, who will prepare the way before him. God is 
coming, says the prophet, to refine and judge and call to repentance. The Lord has 
always led his people, keeping their foot from slipping and their soul alive. God will 
complete the work he has begun—whether in the history of salvation, in the Church, 
or in our individual lives. It will fully come to pass when all humanity sees God’s 
salvation, that day when Jesus returns in glory. 
 

As We Gather  
* Indicates times during which the congregation stands. 

 

The Prelude                “Do You Hear What I Hear”                Praise Band                                                
Lighting of the Candles                                

Welcome and Announcements 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath   Matt & Vicki Kipker Family 
 

L: Last Sunday we lit the candle of Hope, remembering the hope which comes in 
Christ.  
    Today we light the second candle of Advent, the candle of Peace.  
    (Light two adjacent Blue Candles). 
L: God envisions a peace for the world. We dream of God’s peace, we long for it. 
Peace among nations, peace within our own borders, peace in our hearts, peace in 
our homes. When there is no peace to be found, we look back to the manger, to the 
infant Christ, who is the Prince of Peace longed for through the ages. We remember 
the peace glimpsed on that Holy Night so long ago, peace that surpasses all 
understanding, and we long for the risen Christ’s return.  We light this candle in 
Peace.  
C: On this day, we pray in hope of peace as we cry out, “Come, Lord Jesus!”   
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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*Gathering Song         “Angels from the Realms of Glory/Emmanuel” 
 

*The Confession and Forgiveness 
P:  In the name of the Father, †Son and Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 

P:  Hear the word of the Lord from 1 John 1:8-10… 

P:  Most Holy God: 
C:  We know our bondage to sin, and we confess it to you.  We have denied 

you with our thoughts, words, and deeds. In our busyness, we forget to be 
thankful for all your many blessings and mercies. We fail to put You first and 
our neighbors before ourselves.  Hear our confession, our sorrow for our sin, 
and our need for a savior.  Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, re-set our 
hearts and minds, reveal your will for us, and put us back on the path of 
righteousness.  

P:  Lord, have mercy. 
C:  Christ, have mercy. 
P:  Lord, have mercy. 
 (Silence for personal confession) 

P: The Word of Forgiveness…God has had mercy on us and given His only Son to 
die for us and to take away the sin of the world, even yours and mine.  As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of your sin, in the name of the Father, and of the †Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.     

Prayer of the Day       
All: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only 

begotten Son, that by his coming we may be enabled to serve you 
with pure minds; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

First Lesson: Malachi 3:1-7               ESV pg. 802 
Word of God for the people of God.    
Thanks be to God.      
 

Psalm 66:1-12  (read responsively) 
66 Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 
2 sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise!    2 



3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that 
your enemies come cringing to you. 
4 All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; they sing praises 
to your name.” Selah    
5 Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds toward the 
children of man. 
6 He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot. 
There did we rejoice in him,   
7 who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations—let 
not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah 
8 Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard, 
9 who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip. 
10 For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried. 
11 You brought us into the net; you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 
12 you let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and 
through water; yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance. 
Praise the Lord!  

 

Second Lesson: Philippians 1:2-11        ESV pg. 980 
Word of God for the people of God.     
Thanks be to God.                               

 
*Holy Gospel: Luke 3:1-14,15-20           ESV pg. 858 
 The Gospel of the Lord.           

Praise to you, O Christ     
 

Children’s Message      Pastor Bert 

Sermon                              Pastor Bert 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were 
made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 
man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.   3 



  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and 
glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen                 
   

* Prayers of the Church and The Lord’s Prayer   

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*Benediction  

*Closing Songs              “Away in a Manger” 
   “Sing, Sing, Sing” 
 

Enter to Worship --- Depart to Serve         
There is a box for offering located on a table at the back of the church, for you to 
drop off offerings. Ways of giving on our website there is a link if you click on the 
online giving tab, is set up with Vanco electronic giving. Another way to give is by 
your banks bill pay or by check or cash. All offerings are greatly appreciated to help 
facilitate the Lord’s work here.       
 

2022 Ballot Results  
Church 

CAC:  Scott Klopfenstein;  Bert Regula;  John Pence 
Nominating Committee:  Barb Wical, chair; Rick Russell; Jen Woolley 
    

   Sunday School 
Superintendent/Assistant Superintendent:  Brandt Mann; Fritz Serr 
Secretary /Treasurer:  Abby Pence 
Receptionist:  Kaiden Hinegardner;  Mark Burch; Tom Woolley 
 

Please return your membership paperwork to the church office ASAP.  There are 
additional forms at the back of the church. The committee will be calling each 
member/family that they do not receive paperwork from. Thank you 
  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 



Dear Church Family, 
Thank you very much for making our 50th Anniversary a even more special day 
with a special song.  
Russ & Cindy Davis 
  

Church Family and Pastors,  
Russ & I would like to say Thank you very much for the phone calls and prayers 
during our time of sickness and surgery. My knee is healing fine, I am walking better. 
The cold air weather bothers Russ’ lungs. So from time to time he is using oxygen. 
Continue to pray for healing for him.  
Russ & Cindy Davis 
 

Grace congregation & committee members, Thank you so much to all the people 
who volunteered to make the Thanksgiving Dinner a success. Whether you cooked 
turkeys, baked pies, helped serve meals or delivered meals. You are so appreciated. 
Special thanks to head chefs Rick & Jason.  
Wanda Wildermuth  
Chair Thanksgiving Dinner Committee 
 

Thank you to everyone for the generous support of the Luther League Bake Sale 
after the Thanksgiving Eve worship service.  
 

Grace will be once again be doing the Christmas Angel Tree. This is an opportunity 
to share Christmas gifts with those who have needs in our community. The Angel 
tree is set up at the back of the church with tags for the various needs and wants. 
We have a  family of  2 seniors, so far and we are hoping to get some additional.  
Please stop in and take a tag, if you are able. Deadline for returning gifts to Grace 
is Monday,  December 20th. Please wrap gift and tape tag on the outside of the 
gift.  
  

Flowers to the Glory of God and in Celebration of 100 Years of Grace As part of 
celebrating 100 years of God's Grace this next year 2022, we are inviting you to 
sponsor flowers for the altar to beautify worship. There is a Flower Chart hanging in 
the back of the sanctuary upon which you can sign up for a Sunday. You might 
choose a Sunday nearest a special event such as family birthdays, anniversaries, 
baptisms, weddings, etc. The cost of the arrangement will be $50 and be provided 
by Jenny’s Design in Botkins.  Payment may be made to Grace Lutheran Church 
either to the office or in the offering box indicating for the altar flowers. 
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Adult Sunday School Class each Sunday at 9:15 am 
We all have lots of questions about God and the Bible and life and how it is all 
connected and intertwined. We are taking your questions as our study materials for 
the hour together. You are invited to write your questions on paper and submit them 
in class or email them to jcgracepastor@outlook.com. You are invited to bring your 
Bible or your favorite Bible app as we study God’s Word. 
Our present study focuses on the questions that are raised about “world religions” 
and how they intersect with Christianity. Come for a lively discussion and then even 
more questions as they arise and then digging into God’s Word for what the Lord 
God has to say on these matters. 
 

Grace Carol Service. You are invited to the annual Carol Service here at Grace. 
The Carol Service is scheduled for Sunday, December 12, at the 8:00 worship 
service. The program will feature: devotional readings pertaining to Advent and 
Christmas; anthems sung by the adult choir; and of course, the singing of many of 
our favorite and cherished Christmas carols. Plan to join the Grace choir as we sing 
together and celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior at this year’s Carol Service 
on December 12 at 8:00 am. 
 

Thrivent Choice dollars need to be designated for next year, members can 
designate by going online.  
 

Calling Everyone who loves to sing~ Gospel Gang will be Christmas Caroling on 
Wednesday,  December 8th. We would love for the congregation to join us. We will 
meet at the church at 6:15 and depart at 6:30. We are in need of adult volunteers to 
drive. We would like an estimated count ahead of time for drivers if possible. Please 
contact Lori Wiswell at clwiswell04@gmail.com or 937-538-7182 if you would be 
interested in driving.  
 

Please return your membership paperwork to the church office ASAP.  There are 
additional forms at the back of the church. The committee will be calling each 
member/family that they do not receive paperwork from. Thank you 
 

Fund Raising Update For the Parsonage Landscaping and Shelter House 
Roof. The total fund raising goal is $16,034.41 as of November 29th we have 
received $10,561.78 for the project from memorials and personal contributions 
leaving a total of $5,472.63 to cover the project. The fund raiser will end on 
December 31, 2021. Any amount short of our goal will be taken out of the Grace 
Church general fund. All contributions received to help us reach our goal are much 
appreciated.  
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