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Run As One 
Pastor Cathi’s thoughts for September 2018 

Run, run, run. September seems to be all about running and racing. We’ve 
run the back-to-school races, outfitting rapidly growing kids for the academic and ex-
tracurricular marathon ahead. When the alarm clock doesn’t go off, or when it does but 
fails to rouse us from our slumbers, we race for the school bus or the next appoint-
ment. Farmers are focused on harvest, sometimes racing to stay ahead of weather 
that will keep them out of the fields. Whatever our work, tasks and deadlines keep us 

on the run as well.   

Here at Grace, September means a quicker pace of ministry. Catechism and 
Choir, Gospel Gang and BackPack ministries are among the many that pick up again 
in September. Worship attendance generally picks up as well, as folks stay closer to 

home for the school year. And, so we run, from one thing to the next. . 

Christians know about running another kind of race -- the good race, the long 
distance, the relay, the marathon of life in Christ. Of all the 386-some references to the 
word “run” in the Message Edition of the Holy Bible, one of my favorites is Hebrews 
12:1-3. Faith, discipline and running as one with the Lord and our neighbors – it’s a 

pattern that shows up again and again, if only we will see it. 

The pattern is repeated over time and over generations. Think about the 
neighbors who drop everything to make sure that the fields of the ill, the injured, the 
widowed, all get harvested. Consider how one generation aids the next in learning how 
to be a family, a church, a holy community. Remember how Grace pulls together – to 
operate Vacation Bible School, to offer worship and Christian education year ‘round, to 
comfort the grieving with a hearty after-funeral meal, sometimes 2-3 time in a given 
week. Then, spread and multiply love of Christ and neighbor into the surrounding com-
munity and countryside, the schools, government and workplaces of all kinds. You 
won’t have to dig too far to find the Christian impulse fueling the runners. It’s how we 
live out the Lord’s call to love our neighbors as ourselves, running the race together, 

as one, just like those who proceeded us have done.  

When I think I’m running all alone, when the obstacles ahead seem insur-
mountable, when nothing I do seems to bear any fruit, the word from Hebrews 12:1-3 
is the word I need to heed. Jesus has already run the race I cannot run, let alone win 
or even finish. He never lost sight of what was important and where he was headed – 
to the cross, where he would bear the burden, the humiliation of everything that trips 

us up and tears us apart.  

Whatever your race this day, this 

month, this season, remember this:  

Look to Jesus Christ. Take courage, 

and run as one, in faith, with Him. The 

real race, the strife, is o’er, the victory 

won. Alleluia.  

Discipline in a Long-Distance 

Race  

 
Do you see what this means—all 
these pioneers who blazed the way, 
all these veterans cheering us on? It 
means we’d better get on with it. Strip 
down, start running—and never quit! 
No extra spiritual fat, no parasitic sins. 
Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both 
began and finished this race we’re in. 
Study how he did it. Because he never 
lost sight of where he was headed—
that exhilarating finish in and with 
God—he could put up with anything 
along the way: Cross, shame, whatev-
er. And now he’s there, in the place of 
honor, right alongside God. When you 
find yourselves flagging in your faith, 
go over that story again, item by item, 
that long litany of hostility he plowed 
through. That will shoot adrenaline 
into your souls!  
 
Hebrews 12:1-3  
(The Message edition) 

http://www.jcgracelutheran.org
mailto:graceelc@embarqmail.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+12%3A1-3&version=MSG
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Church Administrative Council 

Minutes 
August 8, 2018   6:00 a.m. start  

 

The meeting was called to order by Pres. Jason Platfoot. 
 Aaron Klopfenstein led devotions from Psalm 46.  
Secretary’s Report Connie Schneider as printed any questions  
Treasurer’s Report   
Darlene Woolley presented the treasurer’s report for the month 
of July. The expenses were $15,548.03 and receipts were 
$17,678.76. Our ending balance as of July 31, 2018, in the 
checking account is $42,925.73. Aaron Klopfenstein moved and 
Marilyn Kohler seconded a motion to approved the treasurer’s 
report as presented. Motion carried.  
Old Business 
Feed back from the action papers There were 10 responses 
turned in. We will hang up the forms in the fellowship hall for all 
to see. We discussed the responses that were received. We 
discussed that we need to identify the problems and make a 
plan to correct them. We also discussed posting the call process 
and timeline for calling a new pastor. 
Nominating Committee has met and will report back to the 
CAC by next month with nominees names. There are 8 
names for the CAC, 3 names for the Endowment Committee, 
and 3 names for the Nominating Committee. 
New Business 
Marilyn moved and Pastor Cathi seconded a motion to approve 
the FCCLA event on November 15 and 16 at our church. Motion 
carried. 
Jason read a thank you note from Tom and Barb Elsass. Also, 
we received a thank you from the We Care Fund chairman. 
Committee Reports  
- Choice *Jason nothing to report 
-Education *Darlene Woolley nothing to report 
-Mission *Marilyn Kohler The Mission Committee met 
Wednesday, August 1st. We counted the money in the “Mission 
in a Bottle” for the Home of Peace. So far our congregation has 
given over $550! Thank you so much for your donation. Please 
continue to gather your loose change! Greg gave an update on 
the summer work program and it is going well. Julie reported 
that the Sunday School Mission speakers have done a great job. 
Our next meeting will be September 5th. Please join us! 
-Endowment *Jill Ludwig  Will be meeting on August 9th. 
-Friendship * Anne Shroyer Anne is now the person in charge 
of getting cookies and donuts for Sunday morning fellowship 
time. She also let us know that they need to get someone to 
unlock the church on Sunday morning. 
-Lay / Witness * Connie Lay witness will be meeting on Sun-
day, August 12.  
-Worship * Kristen No report received 
- Youth *Aaron Klopfenstein No report received 
-Property & Trustee *Tom Schindel & Rick Sailor Air condi-
tioner is getting worked on in the basement and the light switch 
in the office is bought. I just need to put it in. We had to work on 

the water softener at the house.  
Pastor’s Report  
VBS was a success. Thank you to Toni Leininger for a super job! 
There were 122 registrants (kids and crew of all ages). St. Jacob 
and Emmanuel parishes participated rather than having their own 
VBS. Four congregations shared their “Shipwrecked” theme décor 
with us. Sidney First United Methodist Church, St. Jacob – Anna, 
and St. Jacob and Emmanuel – Montra.  
Catechism 2018-2019 – Parents and catechumens will gather 
from 6:15-7:45 pm on Wednesday, August 29, 2018 for orienta-
tion. Weekly classes begin 6:15-7:45 pm September 5, 2018 un-
less otherwise announced. There are three returning students (8th 
grade) and four new students (7th grade). We will start using the 
Sola Catechism and bible Study Series. Confirmation Sunday is 
tentatively set for May 5, 2019 and that date will be confirmed at 
the orientation meeting. 
Servant Keeper/membership records update – done thru letter 
“L”. Inactive list is being worked on by Pastor, Deb, Kristin and 
Connie. 
Single Point Financial System – awaiting direct deposit infor-
mation. 
Quickbooks – Working on three items – adding account classes 
for more detailed reporting; format for reporting +/- to budget; 
worker’s comp tax bill. 
Membership Reception and Releases – Transfers In: Pastor 
Cathi moved and Anne Shroyer seconded a motion to accept the 
Stinebaugh family - Jacob, Erin, Aiden, Andrew and Abigail. Mo-
tion carried.  
Transfers Out: Tim & Marlaine Schneider; Olivia Schneider; Lind-
say Barta. (all resigned); Alexis Regula to JC United Methodist 
church. 
Pastor Cathi will be on a retreat September 24-27 with the Society 
of the Holy Trinity in Mundelein IL. This will count towards her 
annual allowance of two weeks for continuing education. She will 
leave to travel to Mundelein after leading worship and Sunday 
School on September 23. She will arrange for emergency pastoral 
coverage during her absence. 
NALC – Convocation 2018 in Denver. Hershel and Deb Wright 
and Pastor Cathi are registered. We received grants from the 
NALC ($1000) and NW Ohio Mission District ($200) to cover the 
Wright’s registration and lodging during the convocation and 
some left over to help with related travel expenses. Pastor’s ex-
penses will be covered by the congregation. 
Rev. Alan Knoke will be the emergency backup during August 13-
17 while Pastor Cathi is at Convocation. Pastor Knoke is an 
NALC pastor who is in the process of taking a new call in Green-
ville OH, so he won’t be going to Convocation this year. Pastor 
Knoke knows of Grace from his time as Ohio Mission District 
Dean and from having interviewed at Grace for call some ten 
years ago. 
Pastor Cathi has been invited to participate in installing Pastor 
Knoke on a Saturday afternoon or Sunday afternoon in Septem-
ber, date and time to be announced. 
Ministry Mileage – Pastor Cathi has not claimed any pastoral 
ministry mileage for Grace since the first of 2018. This is her 
choice; please consider it a donation in-kind, in addition to her 
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regular tithe and special offerings to our congregation. She antic-
ipates resuming the claim for ministry mileage starting with Au-
gust 2018. 

Meeting adjourned by Jason Platfoot with prayer. 

 

Committee Reports 
 

Choice Committee: No Report Received 
 

Education Committee: No Report Received 
 

Endowment Committee:  Endowment Meeting met on 
August 9, 2018. Members present: Bert Regula, Dennis Weaver, 
Rick Russell, Darrel Klopfenstein, Abby Pence and CAC liaison 
CAC Jill Ludwig. Meeting began with prayer. Treasurer’s report 
was given by Rick Russell. Currently there is $99,424.92 in the 
“In Faith Fund” and $1,321.34 in the Passbook. In May we 
awarded three college scholarships to Christine Bowen, Allison 
Hatfield and Madison Wisen for a total of $1,400.  Three chari-
ties were given a total of $2,000. We Care Fund ($947.42), New 
Choices ($513.13) and NALS ($539.45). Old business was dis-
cussed and a decision was made to proceed with changes to the 
constitution. Corrections were made to Article 1.1, 1.6 and 
2.3A.  Jill Ludwig is to present the changes to the church council 
at the next meeting on September 12, 2018. Next meeting agen-

da: update and make changes to the scholarship letter.  

Meeting closed with prayer. Secretary Abby Pence. 
 

Friendship Committee: No Report Received 
 

Lay Ministry/Witness Committee:  The Lay Witness 

Committee met Sunday, August 12th. Linda opened our meeting 
with a devotion titled “The Most Beautiful Flower”. It was a mov-
ing reminder to live for today and appreciate every moment.                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Members reported 10 visits with our shut in members and five 
received communion.  
  Connie shared samples of the beautiful fleece that members of 
the Wiswell family have so graciously donated towards our 
“Blankets for Vets” project. Thank you to the Wiswell family. Lin-
da has applied for Thrivent action team money for the blanket 
project. She shared information about a phone app from JoAnn 
Fabrics that offers an excellent opportunity to take advantage of 
super sales on fleece. We are hoping to complete fifty or more 
blankets so we are going to need a lot of fleece.  
  Linda reported that she has located the green membership 
books for the pews. Connie is going to share them with the CAC.                                                       
Young at Heart—please note changes. We are going to meet on 
the fourth Thursday of the month September through March. We 
will not meet in November and December. We will meet at the 
church at 11:00 on September 27th to go to Cracker Barrel in 
Piqua. Watch the bulletin for reminders of meetings.  
  Pastor Cathi and Cradle Roll director have suggested we in-
clude Cradle Roll information in the baby bags. This will provide 
material for Pastor Cathi to explain the Cradle Roll program. 
Plans are complete for the Hands of Hope meal at the Alpha 
Center on August 18th.  
  Linda shared information about a new software program pur-
chased by the church. It has a program for a membership picture 

book.  
  There being no further business members closed with the Lord’s 
Prayer. Our next meeting is scheduled for September 9th and 
Barb will have devotions.   
Secretary Susan Ware  
 

 

Mission Committee:  The Mission Committee met Wednes-
day, August 1st.  We counted the money in the “Mission in a Bot-
tle” for the Home of Peace.  So far our congregation has given 
over $550! Thank you so much for your donation.  Please contin-
ue to gather your loose change!  Greg gave an update on the 
summer work program and it is going well.  Julie reported that the 
Sunday School Mission speakers have done a great job.  Our 
next meeting will be September 5th.  Please join us!  
Marilyn Kohler 
 

Property Committee: No Report Received 
   

Worship Committee: No Report Received 
 

Youth: No Report Received 

 
3rd Annual Community Connections Expo 

The Shelby County Community Service Council, 105.5 TAM FM 
and the Senior Center of Sidney-Shelby County is sponsoring the 
3rd Annual Community Connections Expo to be held on Tuesday, 
October 2nd from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Senior Center in Sidney. The 
Community Connections Expo is free and open to the public. Its 
focus is to highlight services offered to the community from local 
non-profit and governmental agencies who are focused on provid-
ing human services. Agencies represented at the Community 
Connections Expo include Big Brothers Big Sisters, Bridges CAP, 
Senior Center of Sidney-Shelby County, Shelby County CASA, 
Shelby County United Way, Women’s Center – Sidney and close 

to 30 other local agencies. 

The Community Connections Expo provides an excellent oppor-

tunity for those in the community to learn and better understand 

the help and resources that are available to those who have a 

need within the county. Individuals, local education employees 

(including teachers, guidance counselors and principals), human 

resource officers and business professionals, and churches are 

encouraged to attend. There is also the opportunity for these 

groups to better understand opportunities to volunteer with local 

non-profits. A chance to win door prizes will be offered to those in 

attendance. For more information please contact Bridget Davis, 

Shelby County CASA, at 498-7447 or Jenny Bruns, Big Brothers 

Big Sisters, at 492-7611. 

  Vacation Bible School Recap 
We had a awesome Shipwrecked Vacation Bible School this year. 
We had 95 kids attend with 34 having Grace as there home 
church, 22 from surrounding churches, and 23 not indicating a 
church. We had over 400 food items brought in for the backpack 
mission program. Offering for the backpack mission program for 
VBS was $328.28 for the week. Hope to see everyone next year! 
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2018 NALC CONVOCATION   

About 600 delegates and visitors gathered August 15-17 in Denver, Colo., for the 2018 Convocation of the North American Lutheran 
Church around the theme, “The Holy Spirit: Calling, Gathering, Enlightening, Sanctifying.”   

The Mission Festival began with a focus on discipleship. Featured speakers Sherry Weddell and Katherine Coolidge of the Cathe-
rine of Siena Institute in Colorado Springs, Colo., talked about ways congregations can form intentional disciples.  

The Mission Festival also featured a variety of breakout sessions to equip members for mission.   
Pastor Gemechis Buba, Assistant to the Bishop for Missions, offered presentations at the Mission Festival and Convocation ses-

sions. He told inspiring stories of God’s work in providing buildings for some NALC mission congrega-
tions serving Oromo people.   

Bishop John Bradosky will not be seeking reelection as Bishop of the NALC when his term 
expires in 2019. The Bishop talked about “passing the baton” of the office of Bishop and pointed out 
the need for all of us to “pass the baton” of faith and discipleship. To prepare for the nomination and 
election process for Bishop, a packet of information was provided to congregations including a 
booklet of prayers encouraging NALC members to engage in a year of prayer and discernment 
leading up to the election at the NALC Convocation August 7-9, 2019, in Indianapolis, Ind.  

Elections: Richard Jansak of Hendersonville, N.C., and Pastor Melinda Jones of Summerville, 
S.C., were elected to four-year terms on the Executive Council. Pastor John Moffett of Ashland, 
Ohio, and James Gale of Washington, D.C., were elected to the Court of Adjudication. Ralph Wold 
of Red Deer, Alberta, and Pastor Rolf Bjornstad of Sherwood Park, Alberta were elected to the 
NALC Canada Section Governing Board. Pastor Wendy Berthelsen of Midlothian, Texas; Pastor Dennis Di Mauro of Herndon, Va., and 
Pastor Phillip Gagnon of St. Albert, Alberta, were elected to six-year terms on the North American Lutheran Seminary Board of Regents.  

The North American Lutheran Seminary will be seeking a new president. The Rev. Dr. Amy Schifrin, president of the NALS, has 
been serving as both president and seminary faculty. She will continue as full-time faculty and transition out of her position as president 
after the 2018-2019 school year or when someone is called as president.   

2019 budgets were approved. The Convocation approved a $2.1 million Operating Budget for the NALC. Budgets were also ap-
proved for NALC designated funds: $589,000 for the Theological Education Fund (which includes the seminary); $175,500 for the Great 
Commission Fund; and $89,000 for the Disaster Response Fund. Most of the budgets anticipate spending some cash reserves.   

A resolution regarding ecumenical consultation between the NALC and the Roman Catholic Church was approved. The resolution 
inviting the Roman Catholic Church into conversation and cooperation was proposed by the NALC’s Commission on Theology and Doc-
trine.   

A new NALC Global Worker, Rev. James Puotyual, who will serve in South Sudan, was commissioned at the Convocation.  
Stuff the Tonka Truck for NALC Disaster Response received more than $11,000 worth of gift cards to assist those recovering from 

disasters. The effort was organized by the Women of the NALC.   
Reports of the work of the NALC’s staff, teams, task forces, ministries and ministry partners were warmly received.  
Events preceding the Convocation were the Braaten-Benne Lectures in Theology, Women of the NALC Annual Gathering, Disciple-

ship Coaching workshop and the Ventures in Youth Ministry Symposium. The Convocation and the events preceding it comprise the 
NALC’s annual Lutheran Week.  

Grace was represented this year at the North American Lutheran Church Mission Festival, Convocation, Theological Con-
ference by Pastor Cathi Braasch, Hershel & Deb Wright. Grace received $1,200 in Lay Delegate Grants to go toward 

Hershel & Deb’s registration and expenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NALC Bishop John Bradosky 
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Worship Servants for Sundays in September 2018 
 Fifteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost  

September 2 

Sixteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

September 9 

Seventeenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

September 16 

Eighteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

September 23 

Nineteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

September 30 

Lessons 
Deut. 4:1-2, 6-9; Ps 
119:129-136; Eph. 
6:10-20; Mark 7:14-23 

Isaiah 35:4-7; Ps 146; 
James 2:1-10,14-18; 
Mark 7:31-37 

Isaiah 50:4-10; Ps 
116:1-9; James 3:1-
12;Mark 9:14-29 

Jere. 11:18-20;Ps 54; 
James 3:13-4:10; 
Mark 9:30-37 

Num. 11:4-6, 10-16, 
24-29; Ps 104:27-35; 
James 5:13-20; Mark 
9:38-50 

 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 

Organists Cheryl Burch Nancy McName Cheryl Burch Cheryl Burch Nancy McName 

Acolytes Carson Regula Ross Ludwig Kaiden Hinegardner Bryson Roberts Elena Platfoot 

Crucifers Bryson Roberts Elena Platfoot Bryson Roberts Elena Platfoot Carson Regula 

 Readers Garrett Serr Patty Mann Shelby Fite Bonnie Kaufman Bert Regula 

 10:30 AM 10:30 AM  10:30 AM  10:30 AM  10:30 AM 

Acolytes Morgan Kipker Gabrielle Woolley Spencer Yinger Grace Woolley Sierra DeWeese 

Lay Readers Matt Kohler Tom Woolley Darlene Woolley Brandt Mann Shirley DeWeese 

Communion 

Preparation 

Garrett Serr 

Chris Stengel 
Greg Woolley 

Julie Klopfenstein 

Dana Ware 
Jerry Mann None 

A/V  Jill Ludwig Kay Frieders Lisa Wright Jill Ludwig Kay Frieders 

Song   

Leaders 

Chelsea Frederick 

Rachel Sailor 

Rick Sailor 

Kassie Ludwig 

Betsy Wells 

Greg Woolley 

Chelsea Frederick 

Rick Sailor 

Iva Lenhart 

Melody Schneider 

Rita Metz 

Kassie Ludwig 

Rachel Sailor 

Jill Ludwig 

Iva Lenhart 

 Deacons for this month            8:00 AM : G. Couchot, F. Serr, G. Serr, C. Stengel, J. Klopfenstein, D. Ware, C. Wildermuth, D. Wildermuth 

   10:30 AM: J. Mann, T. Woolley, R. Ruppert, B. Mann, G. Woolley 

Grace at Worship ... 
The general tone for worship in the season 
of Pentecost, particularly during the sum-
mer months, is that of growth and flourish-
ing, and what is needed for Christ’s church 
to grow as He would have it.  This season 
of the liturgical year is a time for focusing on 
growing in discipleship, deepening our rela-
tionship with God, and faithful obedience in 
following Jesus Christ. The long season of 
green Sundays is often referred to as 
“Ordinary Time.” The word “ordinary” con-
notes the designation of Sundays by ordinal 

numbers rather than special names. 

The Season after 
Pentecost— 

The Time of  

Growing The 
Church 

http://www.celebrating-grace.com/growing-in-grace-landing
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj3sOXJ6_HcAhVG5YMKHYEBBu0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstushieart.com%2F2015%2F05%2F18%2Fpentecost-clip-art-pentecost-window-by-stushie%2F&psig=AOvVaw2_m3Ps_Xdb1
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Women of the Church 

Board Meeting 8/15/2018 

Board met at 6 p.m. with 9 members present. 
Sec. Report read and Treasurer reported a balance of $1535.69 
Mission Action reported on JC school supplies was very good 
and School kits for LWR will be collected thru August.   
  Mission Community- no report, but any time a member of the 
congregation would like to go help out at FISH, that help is al-
ways welcomed. Grace’s day is the 4th Monday of the month; 
hours are from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  You sort clothes, dishes, shoes 
and have good fellowship. Best job ever, you can make your own 
hours and work only as long as you like. For more info contact 
Marcia Davis, Joyce Regula, or Linda Jenkins.   
  Mission Growth- reported that things are going well with the 4 
Monday of each month when someone from congregation gives 
an afternoon program for the residents at Fair Haven.   
  Next was a discussion on how or if we will continue making 
quilts for the high school graduates of the congregation. It was 
decided and made into a motion by Darlene and seconded by 
Toni to follow the guidelines of the CAC which says to be an 
active member of the congregation you have to have communed 
at least 3 times throughout the year.  If a senior has communed 
at least 3 times thru the year they would be eligible for a quilt to 
be made by the Women of the Church.  
  Refreshments for the General meeting on Sept. 9 are a taco 
bar. Toni will supply drinks, Darlene taco meat, Julie sour cream, 
cheese and Doritos, Elsa salsa and tomatoes, Marge lettuce, 
and onions, Joyce & Linda dessert, Barb soft taco shells and 
black olives and Kay napkins and re-fried beans. Program will be 
a speaker from Osterland and offering for the evening. A motion 
was made to also add $100 donation to the offering total.  Julie 
made motion, seconded by Barb.  
  Next discussion was “funeral dinners”.  We are discussing have 
a couple different menus of sandwiches, salads and desserts. 
We discussed combining all circles, maybe having one person 
from each circle on the committee to get food needed. Help 
sometimes is hard to get because everyone is so busy, so we 
will get copies of time and talent sheets and encourage men of 
the congregation to also help out serving coffee and drinks or 
just help out where needed.  Pres. Joyce will bring it up at our 
General meeting on Sept. 9 for more feedback before we make a 
final decision.  
  We also discussed whether or not to continue going to Fair 
Haven because of lack of attention and lack of residents some 
times.  We did talk about not going down during the month of 
July because the residents go to the fair that day and are wiped 
out when they come back and go to their rooms. We decided to 
continue at least one more year.   
  For now we will also combine the office of VP with Secretary. 
One person will do both jobs. Next Board meeting will be Oct.10, 
2018 at 6 p.m. and we will go thru program book and change 
dates and committee members. Presidents of circles are to get 
their new info into Nikki so she can have the book completed by 
our Nov. 25th WOC meeting.      
Respectfully submitted by Linda Jenkins 

NOTICE TO ALL HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS FOR 2019 

IT WAS DISCUSSED AND VOTED ON AT OUR BOARD MEET-

ING AUG 15, 2018 THAT WE WILL FOLLOW THE GUIDE-

LINES OF THE CAC WHICH SAYS TO BE AN ACTIVE MEM-

BER OF GRACE CONGREGATION YOU HAVE TO HAVE 

COMMUNED AT LEAST 3 TIMES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.  

If a high school senior has communed at least 3 times thru the 

year they would be eligible to have a personal quilt made from 

their T-shirts by the Women of the Church. They can submit no 

more than 10 pictures and 25 T-shirts. They will receive a letter 

in Jan 2019 with more explanation.  The WOC Board members 

Circle 1 

Circle 1 met on Wednesday, August 1st. Kay Byrd opened our 
meeting with a selection of readings followed by prayer. The 
secretary and treasurer's report was shared. Barb Wical remind-
ed members that our September service project is cookies for 
the Alpha Center and we will collect articles for Wernle in Octo-
ber.  Members discussed the September joint meeting and com-
pleted plans for the program. Our next meeting is scheduled for 
October 3rd. (no meeting in September due to joint meeting).  
Barb Wical will have opening and Bible study.  Barb Krugh will 
serve as hostess. Kay Byrd led our Bible study.  We met Hope 
who felt such joy as she participated in the music ministry at her 
church.  When illness weakened her voice, she sat on the side-
lines in despair.  Eventually she learned that there were other 
ways to serve. She realized that God knew her needs and the 
desires of her heart and she didn't need a voice to pray for her-
self and others. We closed with all praying the Lord's Prayer. 
Diana Reese provided delicious apple crisp and ice cream along 
with mixed nuts and a drink for refreshments.  
Secretary, Susan Ware.  

      
Men’s Ministry 

 
Men of Grace met August 21, 2018. Meeting was opened with 
prayer given by Tom Elsass. Our topic for discussion was “Dirty 
Dancing” using scripture in Mark 6:14-29. All participated in read-
ing, discussing and answering questions on this scripture and 
how it applies to our everyday life and activities. Next month, we 
are starting a new study called “Accountability: Beyond Football 
and the Weather”. Our first lesson will be “Our Need for Others: 
Raising the roof for a friend” – Mark 2:1-12 and “Everybody 
needs somebody” – 1 Corinthians 12:12-31.  It was decided by 
the group to move our meetings from the third Tuesday of the 
month to the third Monday of the month to better meet the 
schedules of our members. Our next meeting will be Monday, 
September 17th at 7:00 PM.  Meeting was closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer.   Submitted by Dennis Weaver 
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Standing in the need of prayer … 
    Our Military Personnel: Dustin Mitchell, Blake Zimpfer, Courtney Gasson  
     

Tim Gerber 

Kevin Chudyk  

Landon Reese 

Ellie Ward 

Harriet and Luther Mann  

Doris Jean Frieders (Jack’s mom) 

Cindy Davis 

Jill Ruppert   

Mark Hilbun 

Carol Cromes       

Bobbie Burton (Sharon Lenhart’s cousin) 

Sharon Burchett (sister of Donna Williams) 

Aaron Peitsmeyer (Brian Regula’s brother-in-law)     

Toni Leininger 

Family of Gary Spicer (Ivan & Phyllis Zorn’s nephew) 

Phil & Martha Menzel  

(Katie Woolley’s parents)         

Euanna & Tim Herndon    

Dru Martin (Marie Heintz’s niece) 

Mike Barhorst (Zac’s father) 

Missy Pope 

Barb Sailor 

Rudy Ruppert 

 
Monday, September 3: Labor Day—Church office will be closed 
 

Wednesday, September 5: Gospel Gang Kick off and welcome back 6:15-7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, September 5: Catechism starts 6:15-7:45 pm on Wednesdays  
 

Wednesday, September 5: Choir Practice starts 7:00 pm 
 

Sunday, September 16: Gideon Sunday  
 

Wednesday, September 19: Luther League kick off 6:30 pm 
 

Thursday, September 27: Young at Heart meet at 11:00 am to go to Cracker Barrel to eat.  

 

Dear friends in Christ it is hard to believe the first quarter of 
2018 is in the books. Because you are so faithful with your be-
nevolence to The We Care Fund I would like to share with you 
what your donations were able to do. The number of families you 
have helped in one way or another was 15. The total amount of 
funds that was distributed was $2,449.00. We don’t know what 
the rest of this year has in store for us, but we do know through 
faith all things are possible with God. Matthew 19:26. Again, 
thank you for your help in this ministry. Your friend in Christ, Ron 

Leininger.    

Dear friends in Christ it is hard to believe the first half of 2018 is 
behind us. Without your faithful gifts of faith to The We Care 
Fund we would not have been able to help all those who found 
themselves on hard times. I would like to share with you what 
your donations were able to do. The number of families you have 
helped in one way or another was 40. The total amount of funds 
that was distributed was $4708.89. We don’t know what the rest 
of this year has in store for us, but we do know through faith all 
things are possible with God. Matthew 19:26. Again, thank you 

for your help in this ministry. Your friend in Christ, Ron Leininger. 

    Thank you’s 
 

We wish to thank everyone who reached out to us through 
prayer, cards, hugs and food during mom's sickness and pass-
ing. We could definitely feel the love of our church family. 
Thank you to the women of the church for the wonderful meal 
and special thanks to Pastor for her visits and spiritual guid-

ance during this difficult time.  

Love, Matt, Vicki, Morgan, Maleah and Maycee Kipker 
 

We would like to thank everyone who thought of us during the 
loss of our mother, Janice Burch. Also, to Pastor Cathi for the 
service and the Women of the Church for the delicious meal. It 

was all very much appreciated. God Bless you all.  

Deanna & Bill Kelly & family and Reed & Lori Burch and family. 
 

To the CAC Thank you very much for the generous donation. 
You can not imagine how much this means to Barb and I in 
helping to pay my medical bills! Thanks again for your generos-

ity.  

Tom & Barb Elsass 
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 Dear Friends, It has been awhile since I have written to you so I am going to try to tell you about someone I met at the beginning 
of my going to Tanzania. I met Timothy quite early in my going to Tanzania and he is such a delight. He is 11 or 12 years old. He 
was going to school but would come by Pastor Mkaro’s house on his way home. I found out that he had been abandoned by his 

mother and father at the age of two. He was placed with his aunt and uncle. They had two children older than Timothy.  

 Timothy would come by Pastor Mkaro’s house every day and of course became friends with me. He would show me his work that 
he had done from school that day and it was neatly done and usually correct. Sometimes he would draw a picture of something 
for me, maybe a cat or a picture of an animal, like a giraffe. They liked drawing pictures, sometimes of their families. Sometimes 
he would be there at night to stay all night. Before going to bed we had devotions from the Bible and then we would have prayer. 
This was a very meaningful time for me. It was in Swahili, I didn’t understand much of it but it was very meaningful to me. My stay 

was for three months so I joined right in and because it was so meaningful to them it became a part of life for me each night. 

 One day Timothy did not come after school and I thought it was quite strange but didn’t think too much of it at the time. His aunt 
came and asked if Timothy had come by that day and of course we said no. So his aunt called the police and asked them to find 
him if they could. Several days passed and no Timothy. Then after many days his aunt came with Timothy and told us the police 

had found him many miles away from Bariadi. I went over to him and said “Timothy, I thought I would never see you again.”  

 He had a very bad experience at school. One of his best friends died from a disease and this took him for a loop. He did not want 
to go back to school. So they changed him to a different school and this worked out fine. He continued to come to Pastor Mkaro’s 

house after school and things proceeded as before. 

 My time in Bariadi was coming to a close and I had to leave. This was hard for Timothy as I had become like a grandmother to 
him while I was there. That is why everybody calls me Bibi, which means grandmother or older person. One day after school I was 
sitting in the living room and he came up behind me and put a necklace around my neck. It was a gift from him since I was going 

home. I have the necklace to this day. 

 I lost track of him several years. Did not know how to get a hold of him. I don’t know how he found my e-mail address but, he did 
and sent me a message the very day of Thanksgiving in 2017. I was so happy that he found me and we could communicate 
again. He is now 25. He was not doing anything because his father or uncle who he found would not send him to school. He felt 
very bad that no one would send him to school. I felt very bad about this so I have found a way to send him to school. He has fin-
ished his first year and will soon go for the second year. The course od study is agriculture and is perfect for him. He is so happy 

and so am I. 

 This is one of the persons I have met while I was there. Oh how I wish I could go back and see everyone again. This is impossi-
ble for me to do. I started all this at the age of 70 and now I am 87. I could not make the long trip again. I am glad I have e-mail 
and so glad I send messages quite often to let them know I care and love them so very much. I hope you enjoy this letter and I will 

try to send another very soon.   

In His Love, Bibi (Marge Beam)    

2019 Haiti Mission Trip Feb. 11-18th 2019.  If you feel God is calling you to join this year's team please give a $300 deposit to 
Nikki by August 31st.  For more information please talk to one of our past team members: Julie Klopfenstein, Iva Lenhart, Chel-

sea Frederick, or Lisa Wright.   

CHANGE THE WORLD:  MI$$ION IN A BOTTLE  - Please join us in supporting THE HOME OF PEACE Orphanage in Tanza-
nia.  Any spare change that you may have or gather at home could make a huge difference in the lives of children across the 
world.  There is a big bottle at the back of the church that we would love to fill up and give to our fellow Christians in the orphan-
age.  Thank you for your continued support in this ministry!  $585.50 has been raised from mission in a bottle for Home of Peace.  

Timothy 
age 11 

Timothy 
age 25 
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The Congregation of Grace is 
invited to a Open House Birthday 
Party for Luther & Harriet Mann. 
Luther will be 100 on September 
7,  and Harriet will be 98 on Janu-
ary 24. Party will be held on Sun-
day, September 9th for 1:30-4:00 
pm at the Jackson Center Ameri-
can Legion Post located at 627 
East College Street, Jackson Cen-
ter. No gift please. They requested 
that family and friends gather to 
share memories and celebrate 

these milestones with them.  
 

Lay Witness is planning a workday –fun day on October 20th 
from 9:00 am—1:00 pm at the church to cut and tie blankets for 
the Veteran’s Hospital in Dayton to be delivered around Veteran’s 
Day in November. Coffee and doughnuts will be provided. Mone-
tary donations accepted for materials. The Jo Ann fabrics app 
has great coupons on there fleece. More information please con-

tact a member of the Lay / Witness Committee. 
 

Attention Kids PreK-6th grade! Gospel Gang is quickly ap-
proaching. Our first meeting will be Wednesday September 5th 
from 6:15-7:30. Please join us for a Bible lesson, games, hot 
dogs, and s'mores. Schedules can be picked up at the back of 

the church.  

Parents: If you would like to be included in a monthly reminder, 

please email Lori Wiswell at clwiswell04@gmail.com. Thank you ! 

Lori Wiswell     clwiswell04@gmail.com           (937) 538-7182 

Elsa Stengel    cstengel@embarqmail.com      (937) 538-7184 
 

 

The Thrivent Choice committee is looking for new members for 
the committee. Each committee member serves a three-year 
term.  Meetings are held four times a year or more often if need-
ed.  The committee determines how Thrivent Choice funds that 
have been directed to Grace will be spent according to the estab-
lished guidelines.  If you are interested in serving, please contact 
Barb Wical at (937) 596-5463 or Iva Lenhart at (937) 726-
5357.  Any Thrivent member who would like to learn more about 

Thrivent Choice activities, please let us know. 

 

O Come, Let Us Sing Adult Choir 
 “O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock 
of our salvation”. (Psalm 95:1) As the psalmist says, “Let us sing 
to the Lord”, and once again, the Grace Lutheran adult choir will 
be doing just that. The invitation is there for any and all to come 
and join us as we lift our voices to the Lord. We usually practice 
on Wednesday evenings for about one hour, and not only do we 
go through several songs each night, we also have great fellow-
ship. Over the years, the number of participants has slowly de-
creased, and we are looking for additional singers to become 
involved. Any age from high school students on up is welcome in 
the adult choir. Please remember that you are welcome to join us 
anytime that your schedule permits. We usually practice three or 
four different songs, so it is easier to keep in touch with our cur-
rent anthems, even if you cannot make all of our practices. This 
year, we are planning to include new music from many different 

composers for some of our anthems. 

   During the coming year, we will usually sing on the second and 
fourth Sundays of the month at the 8:00 worship service. We will 
also sing at several special services and events, including the 
carol service in December and the choir service in April. We are 
also planning to take our annual road trip with Fritz Serr to the 
worship service at the Buckeye Farm Antique Tractor show at the 

Shelby County Fairgrounds on the Sunday before Memorial Day. 

  Our first practice for the year is scheduled for September 5, 
at 7:00 pm. If you want a complete schedule from September 
through May, stop by the church office or contact the director. 
Please consider joining the choir at Grace as we do what we can 
to add to our worship services. Remember what the psalmist 
says: “Sing praises to God, sing praises. For God is king of all the 
earth; sing praises with all your skill (Psalm 47: 6 & 7). Come and 

join us as we “Sing praises to God”.               

 Rick Russell, Director 693-2593 (home); 538-8441 (cell); 

rickrussell@nktelco.net (e-mail) 

mailto:clwiswell04@gmail.com
mailto:clwiswell04@gmail.com
mailto:cstengel@embarqmail.com
mailto:rickrussell@nktelco.net
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwig3cbgo-_cAhWs7oMKHQ_6Bn8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F470766967275937925%2F&psig=AOvVaw23SmNXWmES6YKah8jOlikt&ust=1534430094711762
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Announcements 
 

Meeting Change for “Young at Heart” starting the month of 
September they will start meeting on the fourth Thursday of the 
month. Instead of September 4,2018 for Cracker Barrell to eat, 
They are meeting September 27, 2018 at 11:00 am to go to 
Cracker Barrell in Piqua to eat.    
 
 

In need of anyone who can crochet. China Service Ventures 
Ministry Partner of NALC is planning a “Heart for Henan Tour “in 
October and is in need of people to make crocheted heart book-
marks. If you are interested in helping with making bookmarks. 
Please contact Linda Jenkins 937-596-6014 for details.  
 

Volunteers Needed:  The FISH sign-up sheet is at the back of 
the church, so please volunteer your time to sort clothing, dishes, 
toys, linens, curtains, shoes, etc. at the FISH facility in Sidney, 

4th Monday of the month from 10:00am – 3:00 pm.  
 

MENTORS NEEDED:  School season is here and this is a great 
time to become a mentor of a child at Grace Lutheran 
Church.  Being a mentor means praying for the child and their 
families, send encouraging cards or give a small gift, getting to 
know your mentee and their families, and being a great Christian 
role model.  This is a positive program as I have heard the chil-
dren talk excitedly about their mentors and I have, also, heard 
the mentors talk fondly of the children.  This is the future of our 
church and we have many wonderful and devoted children to 
nurture in God's path.  If you would like to become a mentor 
please contact Julie Klopfenstein at julieregula@hotmail.com or 
726-6402.   
 

The High School Sunday School Class is still in need of a new 
teacher and is looking for another leader to help with the opening 
and closing of Sunday School for the K-6 classes.   If you are 
interested, or feel called, please contact Garrett Serr at 937-638-
9165 or gserr@wilsonhealth.org or Pastor Cathi. 
 

Congratulations to Shelby Mann and Ethan Fite on their mar-
riage Saturday, August 11.  Best wishes to them for a life filled 
with faith, hope and love!   
 

Cookies – The Women of the Church are collecting cookies for 
the Alpha Center in Sidney. Please take to the church kitchen on 
Sunday, September 9th. They should be marked for the Alpha 

Center. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Operation Christmas Child Coordinator 
Needed: I would like to ask for someone to 
prayerfully consider taking over leading the 
collection process for Operation Christmas 
Child. I am stepping down from this role. If 

you have any questions what is required of the person or 

group leading the collection process, please feel free to  

contact me at 937-843-5955 or 937-441-8413. Thank you. 

Shirley DeWeese 
 

Mann Farms, Dave & Patty Mann & Family, is delighted to be 
a host stop on this year's Shelby County Drive-It-Yourself Agri-
culture Tour.  The tour will take place on Sunday afternoon, 
September 16th, from 1-5 pm.  Other stops in the area are 
Bambauer Fertilizer and Seed, Kohler Dairy and Kah Nurse-
ry.  This is a fun, family event with programs, activities and 

food and it's all free.  Please join us on the 16th! 
 

Gideons Sunday 

Grace will welcome The Gideons at 
both services on Sunday, September 
16, 2018. A door –offering will be taken 
to support The Gideons international 
distribution of Bibles, both to individual 

and in hotel rooms. 

 Pastor Cathi Braasch will be a guest at the annual Shelby 
County Gideons Camp Pastor Appreciation Dinner on Sep-
tember 13. She can take up to three additional guests. If you 
are not a Gideon and would like to go with her, please contact 

Nikki at the church office by phone or email.  
 

Men’s Bible Study will move to 7:00 pm on the third Monday 

of the month, beginning in September 17. 

Deadline for articles the next  

newsletter is  

September 17th. 

mailto:julieregula@hotmail.com
mailto:gserr@wilsonhealth.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi247DgnoPdAhVI3IMKHQUxCIMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fssl.bing.com%2Fdiscover%2Fgideons-international%3FFORM%3DIFDTAG&psig=AOvVaw2tK8TlrTDEQigmkshhbPWW&ust=1535
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 September  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1  
 
 
 
 

2  15th.Sunday after 

Pentecost 

8:00 am Worship 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 Worship  
 

 
 
Talford Argabright 

3  
Labor Day  
Church Office 
Closed 
 

 
Linda Jenkins 
Dick & Linda  
Jenkins* 

4 
6:00 pm Worship 
Comm. 
7:00 pm Prayers at 
Grace 
 
Kyle Burch 
Jessica Hilbun 
Don & Rita Ware*  

5 
6:00 Mission Comm. 
Gospel Gang 
6:15-7:30 pm   
Catechism   
6:15–7:45 pm  
Choir Practice 
7:00 pm  
Reed Burch 

6 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
 

Greg Couchot  
Mary Lee Couchot 
Tim Davis  
Ron & Melody 
Schneider* 
Rusty & Jenny  
Shaffer* 

7 
Pastor on  
Vacation  

 
Ashton Faler 
Luther Mann 
Bert & Marlene  
Regula* 

8 
Pastor on  
Vacation till 11th 
 
 
 
 
 
Mick McName 

9 16th. Sunday after 

Pentecost 
8:00 am Worship/choir 
9:15 am Lay Min/ Witn 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
6:00 pm WOC General 
Mtg. 

Pastor on Vacation 
 
Becky Copeland 

10 
 
Pastor on  
Vacation 
 
 
 
 
 
Morgan Kipker 

11 
Backpack Packing 
6:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Ryan & Katie  
Woolley* 

12 
6:00 am CAC Mtg 
Catechism  
6:15-7:45 pm 
 
 
Ryan & Ashley 
Osysko* 

13 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
 
 
 
 
 
Lori Burch 
Dan & Shannon 
Roberts* 

14 
Pastor’s Day Off 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jenny Kaufman 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adam Kohler 

16 17th. Sunday 

after Pentecost 

Gideon Sunday 
8:00 am Worship 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
 

Ian Platfoot 

17 
Newsletter Items 
Due 
Men’s Group 
7:00 pm 
 
Betsy Wells 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
Rex Oakley 

19 
Catechism  
6:15-7:45 pm 
Luther League  
6:30 pm 
Choir Practice 
7:00 pm 

20 
7:00 pm Praise Band 

21 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 
Shelly Zorn 
Bob & Shelly Zorn* 

22 
 
 
 
 
Alan Argabright 
Jon Davis 
Bert Regula 

23 18th. Sunday 

after Pentecost 
8:00 am Worship/ choir 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
Michelle Lippert  
Barb Sailor 
Griffin Byrd 

30 19th. Sunday 

after Pentecost 
8:00 am Worship 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
Carol Cromes 
Roger Detrick 
Macy Klopfenstein 
Kathy Monnin 
Brian Regula 
Breezy Yinger 
John & Abby Pence* 

24 
 
 
10:00 am-3:00 pm 
FISH 
 
 
Pastor @ Continu-
ing Education till 
28th 
 
 
 
 
 
Dylan Jenkins 
Fritz Serr 
 

25 
 
 
2:15 pm Fair Haven 
Deb Russell & Susan 
Ware 
 
 
 
 
 
Darren & Tammy 
Gates* 
Kent & Toni  
Leininger* 

26 
 
No Catechism 
Classes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jim Reese  
Steve Lenhart 

27 
 
11:00 am  
“Young at Heart” 
Cracker Barrell to Eat 
 
7:00 pm Praise Band 
 
 

28 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Burch 
Cortney Copeland 
Kendall Hilbun 
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