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The Next Step 
   

  Ethan was just learning to walk. Baby steps, one at a time. Practice, practice and 
more practice. First holding onto the fingers of an adult walking in front, one foot in 
front of the other or on the tops of the feet of the adults. Then one step at a time 
walking along the furniture, then a few steps from one piece of furniture to the next, 
then one step and another away from the furniture toward the middle of the room 

and then across the room. Baby steps. 

  That is how it is in our following of Jesus Christ, God’s Son. We take one step at a 
time, baby steps as we grow in our trust of his grace and love in our lives. It is also 
baby steps in sharing Jesus and his good news of peace, life, forgiveness and heal-
ing with others. First we encounter a person (friend, family member, child, neighbor, 
co-worker, stranger) who is in need of the blessing of Jesus Christ in their life. You 
can pray for that person and their needs in your personal prayers. Then when you 
are with them and they bring up a need you can invite them to pray with you bring-
ing their needs together before the Lord. You can share what Jesus means to you in 
your daily life. Then you can invite them to worship with you or to a Church event or 
Sunday School. Or you can invite them to a small group Bible study or fellowship 
group that we have going on in our congregation. Or you can invite them to join you 
in a service project. One baby step at a time. And you are sharing Jesus and his 
love, blessing, and peace with another in need. We each need Jesus’s love, peace 

and healing. 

  In October, Grace Lutheran hosted a Picnic in the Park for kids and their families. 
A small group of Grace individuals walked the neighborhoods of Jackson Center 
personally inviting and handing out invitations to the picnic. For those they met, they 
prayed with the kids and parents for their personal needs. The event in the Jackson 
Center Park had a good attendance with many activities of games, crafts, music, 
Bible stories, prayer, and goodie bags. It was a step of outreach in our mission with 
Jesus in this community. But we ask the question, what is next? What is the next 
step? I am reminded of the apostle Paul and what he said to the Church in Cor-
inth:  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth (1 Corinthians 3:6). 
We plant the seeds of Jesus Christ with our family, friends, neighbors and our com-
munity, we water, speak, pray, and then God gives the growth to His Church. We 
join Jesus in his mission in this community. He is already at work using your faith in 
Him to share with others. Thanks for taking the next step that Jesus is leading you 

to take to grow as his follower. 
 

Walking with Jesus one step at a time, 

Pastors Shelly and Bert 
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Quarterly Congregational Meeting  

Minutes  

October 24, 2021 
  President Scott Klopfenstein called the quarterly congregation-
al meeting to order and opened with prayer. There were 41 
members present.   There being no additions or corrections to 
the secretary’s report it stood approved as presented. 
Bert Regula, treasurer, reviewed the 3rd quarter and the year-to-
date financial report.   Bert reported that our total budget for 
2021 is $236,170 and YTD actual expenditures have been 
$179,828.60 which is in line for the first three quarters. Current 
budget expenditures are $156,111.07 and total benevolence 
expenditures are $10,330.98.  Mutual fund Thrivent bond total is 
$58,315.74. Total general fund offerings for the third quarter is 
$61,306.27.Ending balance in the savings account is 
$21,290.08. Ending balance in the memorial fund is $58,851.43. 
Ending balance in the checking account $51,922.83.  (All bal-
ances as ending on 9/30/21).  Matt Kohler moved and Tom 
Woolley second a motion to approve the treasurer’s report as 
presented.  Motion carried. 
  In old business, Fritz Serr, chairman of the 100 year celebra-
tion plans gave an update.  He shared that the celebration would 
be year long and one Sunday per month would be set aside for 
different activities.  The theme will be based on John 1:16.  
March 27, 2022, will be the main celebration.  Former ministers 
have been invited to share in this celebration.   There will be a 
flower calendar this year, the NALC Bishop has been invited to 
the celebration and there will be a picture directory.  We are 
seeking suggestions about opportunities to share Jesus in our 
community in the next 100 years of Grace.  It has been suggest-
ed that the community is need of childcare and consideration as 
to how Grace might help with this is one suggestion to consider.  
  Scott gave an update to the fund raising for the Parsonage 
landscaping and shelter house roof.  The goal was to raise 
$16,034.41.  To date the total funds received from memorial 
funds and donations total $8,009.20.  We will continue to accept 
donations through December 31,2021 for this project.  An addi-
tional $8,025.21 is still needed to complete this project.  A spe-
cial thank you goes to Jim Knief for his donation of equipment 
and help to remove the 100 shrubs around the church and par-
sonage.  Much time and money was saved with his help.   
  In new business, Marilyn Kohler, chairperson of the nominating 
committee presented the 2022 proposed ballot.  Members of the 
nominating committee include: Marilyn Kohler, Bert Regula, 
John Pence, Dennis Weaver, Darren Myers, Pastor Shelly, and 
Fritz Serr (Sunday School).  The proposed ballot included: 
CAC elect 3 to a three-year term: Scott Klopfenstein, Rick 
Withrow, Bert Regula, and John Pence.  Nominating committee  
elect 3 to a one-year term: Rick Russell, Ryan Woolley, Jen 
Woolley, and Barb Wical.   
Sunday School ballot: Sup’t. and Ass’t. Sup’t. to elect 2:   Brandt 
Mann, Fritz Serr. 
Sec/Treas. To elect 1:   Abby Pence   Erin Stinebaugh. 
Receptionist to elect 3:  Kaiden Hinegardner and Mark Burch. 

  Following discussion it was moved by Kent Leininger and Se-
conded by Fritz Serr to accept the ballot as presented with the 
addition of Tom Woolley to the list of receptionists to be elected.  
Motion approved.   
  It was noted that the endowment committee is appointed by the 
CAC in January 2022, and therefore no nominations are needed.   
  Pastor Bert presented the proposed amendment to Article 11 of 
the Constitution.  This amendment was ratified by the delegates 
to the Mission Convocation in Corpus Christi, Texas.  Listed be-
low is the language for the amendment: 11.01 Congregations 
shall join in collaboration as Mission Districts to fulfill most effec-
tively the ministry and mission of the NALC, normally based on 
common geographic boundaries.  Mission Districts may form Mis-
sion Regions for more effective ministry and mission as needed.  
Mission Regions shall have such organizational form and func-
tions as shall be determined by the constituting Mission Districts.  
Such organization shall be done in consultation with the Bishop 
and subject to the approval of the Executive Council. 
  11.02  Each Mission District or Mission Region shall adopt ap-
propriate governing documents that are consistent with the gov-
erning documents and practice of the NALC and shall include 
election of a Dean, adoption of a budget, and provision for super-
vision, mutual support of member congregations, and procedures 
necessary for carrying out its mission and ministry. 
  11.03  The Deans, who shall be ordained ministers of the NALC, 
shall be accountable to the Bishop and work with the Bishop by 
conducting similar functions in their Mission Districts.  Deans shall 
serve as pastor to ordained ministers, their families, and congre-
gations, and will conduct a ministry of teaching and visitation with 
ordained ministers and congregations.  Deans may continue to 
serve under the call of the congregation. 
  The congregation unanimously approved the 2021 ratification of 
the Constitutional Amendment 11 with 41 yes votes. 
Pastor Shelly gave the Pastors’ report.  She began by thanking 
the congregation for its continued support in the ministry at Grace.  
She discussed how the Picnic in the Park Project had been a 
seed that was planted at the convocation in Texas. Pastor 
thanked all of the volunteers who made this successful.  The goal 
was to reach children for Jesus and the seed of the Holy Spirit 
was planted.  Pastor Shelly stated we will continue with next steps 
in sharing Jesus. 
  There being no further business, the meeting was closed with 
the Lord’s prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Connie Schneider, Sec.   

 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Church Administrative Council 

Minutes 
October 13, 2021 

  President Scott Klopfenstein called the October 13, 2021, CAC 
meeting to order.  Pastor Shelly led devotions from Ephesians 1:3
-14.   
  The secretary’s report was approved as presented 
Treasurer , Bert Regula presented the treasurer’s report for Sep-
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tember and for the 3rd quarter. The ending balance on Septem-
ber 30 in the checking account is $51,922.83; ending balance in 
the Savings account is $21,290.08’ and the ending balance in 
the memorial fund is $58,851.43.Total receipts for September 
were $22,740.59 and expenses were $23,014.14.  Ending bal-
ance on 9/30/21 is $39,175.11.  Receipts for the third quarter 
were $61,306.27 and expenses were $56,997.40 for an ending 
balance of $37,175.11.  Dennis Weaver moved and Marcia Da-
vis seconded a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as pre-
sented.  Motion carried.   
*Pastor’s Report for September 2021 

Pastoral Visitation  
We have made numerous phone visits to check in with mem-
bers. 
 Home Visits   13    
 Office Visits   10 
 Ministry Meetings    17  
 Wedding   Lochard /Mann            
We have also participated in a variety of other parish and com-
munity interactions which include phone calls, emails, and texts 
along with other activities. 
Informational Updates  
▪ Invited and strongly encouraged to participate in an evange-

lism workshop presented by Pastor Greg Finke, “Joining 
Jesus on His Mission – How to Be an Everyday Mission-
ary” at First English Lutheran Church, Mansfield, OH. Satur-
day, October 16th 8:30 – 3:15. Registration is $20/person 
including lunch. 

▪ Installation of Pastor Julie Parsell at First Lutheran, Leipsic, 
OH in October 27. 

▪ Thank you for a restful week of vacation.  
▪ Mercy House a new homeless shelter and ministry center in 

Sidney. They are willing to come and speak and are seeking 
support.  We are being asked to consider ways to help with 
the Homeless Shelter with outreach, fund special events, 
volunteer to help with meals or transportation.   

▪ Pastor David Wendel has asked Pastor Shelly to help the 
NALC with congregations with the call process.  This posi-
tion will be for a period of six months from January through 
June 2022.  She will be doing this for about 20 hours per 
week.   

NALC Correspondence   
▪ 2021 NALC Convocation approved two resolutions support-

ing decisions by the NALC Executive Council These chang-
es to the NALC Constitution need to be ratified by the con-
gregation at a congregational meeting prior to February 
2022. They deal with naming our regional ministry groups as 
Mission Districts and Mission Regions. 

▪ Intentional and intensive Prayers are encouraged for the 
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus undergoing a 
time of natural disaster of flooding plus significant political 
unrest. 

▪ North American Lutheran Seminary (NALS) sent a thank 
you for support and an update that the accredited seminary 
network for supplying NALC pastors is growing to five semi-
naries nationwide. They are also encouraging support and 

the need for potential pastor candidates. 
Action Items 
  The youth group would like to participate in activities again this 
year  There are currently five students showing interest in going 
to the Quake Movement in Cincinnati Jan. 7-9.  We need to ap-
prove this opportunity.  We discussed asking for $45 per student.  
We also need to have chaperones.  Marcia Davis moved and 
Seth Regula seconded a motion to pay $45 per student to offset 
the cost.  Motion carried.  We will also try to get a Thrivent Choice 
grant to help with the costs.                                                                                                
 

*Old Business 

▪ 100th Anniversary (March 23, 2022) planning continues.  

*New Business 

▪ Linda Jenkins moved and Bert Regula seconded a motion to 
approve the ballot to present to the congregation for approv-
al.  The ballot is as follows:  CAC to elect 3…for a three year 
term  --  Scott Klopfenstein, Rick Withrow, Bert Regula, John 
Pence.  Nominating committee to elect three to a one year 
term:  Rick Russell, Ryan Woolley, Jen Woolley, and Barb 
Woolley.  Sunday School ballot-  Superintendent/Assistant 
Superintendent to elect 2--  Brandt Mann and Fritz Serr.; 
Secretary/Treasurer to elect 1  Abby Pence, Erin Stinebaugh; 
Receptionist to elect 3—Kaiden Hinegardner, Mark Burch.  
Motion carried.   

▪ The 2022 ballot will be approved at the quarterly congrega-
tional meeting on Oct. 24, 2022.  The ballots will be mailed 
by November 7 and must be returned by Nov. 28.  Results of 
the election will be announced on December 5th. 

▪ The Community Thanksgiving Service. Will be held on 
Thanksgiving eve (11-24) at 7PM.  All area churches will be 
invited.   

▪ Quarterly Congregational Meeting, October 24, Ballot ap-
proval. 

▪ Discuss State of Ohio Security Grant.  We learned that there 
is an opportunity for our church to apply for a security grant 
through the state.  It will be exclusively for security items.  It 
is due on Nov. 12th.  We have to consider options for this 
grant.   
It was moved by Marcia Davis and seconded by Roger 
Detrick to replace the broken catch basin in the parking lot  
and repair the pavement around it for a cost of $3,495.   

Motion carried.  The work will be completed by DT Contracting. 

Committee Reports: 
Choice: Bert Regula- No meeting.  
Education: Dennis Weaver- Sunday, October 17, 2021, “Picnic 
in the Park!”  
Mission: Scott Klopfenstein & Marcia Davis- No report received. 
Endowment: Connie Schneider- No report. 
Friendship: Marcia Davis- No report.                           
Lay/Witness: Linda Jenkins- Lay / Witness met last month with 5 
members and Pastor Bert. We discussed baby bag, sending 
cards and making calls. Pastor passed out registration forms for 
Joining Jesus on His Mission, being held at Mansfield church. 
We walked thru the community Mon late afternoon and will con-
tinue Tuesday to invite the town to the “Picnic in the Park”. 
We continue to make plans for “Grief thru the Holidays” on Sun-
day Nov 14 after late Sunday service. Next meeting will be Octo-
ber 31 @ 11:30 with Barb sharing devotions.    Continued pg. 9 
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Upcoming Events  

Sunday, November 7: All Saints Sunday. 

Sunday, November 7:  Creative Clovers 4-H Meeting. 

Monday, November 8:  Education Committee Meeting. 

Tuesday, November 9:  Backpack Packing at Family Life Center. 

Wednesday, November 10: Choice Committee Meeting. 

Sunday, November 14:  Lay Witness Grief Share. 

Sunday, November 14:  Anniversary Committee Meeting. 

Thursday, November 18: JC FCCLA Meeting Prep. 

Friday, November 19:  JC FCCLA Meeting. 

Wednesday, November 24:  Community Thanksgiving Eve Worship @ Grace. 

Thursday, November 25:  Thanksgiving Day. 

Sunday, November 28:  Catechism Families Decorate Church for Christmas.  

Mark your calendars Sunday Brunch November 14th 
9:00 a.m. to Noon at The Jackson Center American Legion   
627 East College Street 
Pancakes: French toast: sausage: ham: eggs:  
Biscuits and gravy: omelette bar: Coffee: juice: milk 
Presale tickets - $ 7.00 per person. 
Tickets available at: J.C. Hardware, J.C. Village Office, Sons 
of the American Legion Member. At the door $ 8.00 per per-
son.  Sponsored by Jackson Center Son's of the American 
Legion.  We appreciate your support!  
 
100th ANNIVERSARY OF THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN 

SOLDIER and Veterans Day Pot Luck Supper Nov. 7, 2021.  

  The 100th Anniversary of The Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier is November 11th of this year.  The Jackson Center 
American Legion, Scherer Post # 493 and the Son's of the 
American Legion Detachment # 493 will have a ceremony 
at the Jackson Center Veterans Memorial Park at the 
corner of Shelby and College Street in Jackson Center 
on November 7 @ 5:30 p.m. to honor this historical event. 
Immediately following, there will be a potluck supper in 
honor of Veterans Day, at the post home.  We hope every-

one will take time to attend. 

  NOTE:  If the weather is in such a way that we are not able 
to have the service at the Memorial Park it will be held at the 
Jackson Center American Legion Hall same time 5:30 p.m. 
 
JC Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be held Sunday, 
November 21st.  From 11:30 am-1:30pm at the JC American 
Legion Hall. Donations will be accepted but not required. 
Proceeds will benefit  The Fish Pond Food Pantry and The 

We Care Fund in Jackson Center. 

 

 

Grieving Through the Holidays is a one day offering for those who 
have lost loved ones and are feeling the loss during these days of 
family celebrations. The holidays can be a difficult emotional time for 
family and friends as they remember and recognize the chair that is 
not filled at the holiday table. Come and be comforted Sunday, No-
vember 14, 2021 at 11:30 am. Lunch will be provided. The afternoon 
consists of four short videos and discussion in a small group. You are 
encouraged to bring other family members, a friend, or a neighbor 
who might be finding themselves this year in a grieving situation. 
Registration is not required, but helpful in planning for lunch. Contact 
the Church Office 937-596-6516 to pre-register or if you have further 
questions about the afternoon. 
 

Thrivent Choice dollars need to be designated for next year, you 
can do so by going online. 
 

Adult Sunday School Class each Sunday at 9:15 am 
We all have lots of questions about God and the Bible and life and 
how it is all connected and intertwined. We are taking your questions 
as our study materials for the hour together. You are invited to write 
your questions on paper and submit them in class or email them to 
jcgracepastor@outlook.com. You are invited to bring your Bible or 

your favorite Bible app as we study God’s Word. 

  Our present study focuses on the questions that are raised about 
“world religions” and how they intersect with Christianity. Come for a 
lively discussion and then even more questions as they arise and 
then digging into God’s Word for what the Lord God has to say on 
these matters. 
 

AMERICAN LEGION CHICKEN FRY 4 PIECE DINNER PLUS OUR 
FAMOUS COLESLAW and ROLL. $ 8.00 per dinner. November 6th, 
4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. J. C. AMERICAN LEGION. DRIVE THRU ON-
LY. Tickets available at drive thru  And Pre-Sale Tickets at: J.C. Pro 
Hardware, Village of Jackson Center Office. Thank you for supporting 

the veterans.  

 

Announcements  

mailto:jcgracepastor@outlook.com
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All Saints 
Day   

 

Christ the 
King 

Worship Servants for Sundays in November 2021 
 All Saints Day 

November  7 
25th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
November 14 

Christ the King  
Sunday 

November 21 

First Sunday of  
Advent 

November 28 

Lessons 
Rev. 7:9-17; Ps 149; 1 
John 3:1-3; Matthew 

5:1-12 

Daniel 12:1-3; Ps 16; Hebrews 

10:11-25; Mark 13:1-13 

Isaiah 51:4-6; Ps 93; Reve-
lation 1:4b-8; Mark 13:24-

37 

Jeremiah 25:14-16; Ps 
25:1-10; 1 Thess. 3:9-13; 

Luke 21:25-36 

 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 8:00 AM 

Organists Nancy McName Cheryl Burch Nancy McName Nancy McName 

Acolytes 
Preston Serr 
Carter Klopfenstein 

Ian Stengel Kyle Burch Lilly Davis 

Crucifers Preston Serr Ian Stengel Kyle Burch Lilly Davis 

 Lay Readers Bonnie Kaufman Aaron Klopfenstein Linda Jenkins Rick Russell 

A/V NO AV Needed 
Ian Stengel  

Preston Serr 
No AV Needed 

Cortney Copeland 

Carter Klopfenstein 

 10:30 AM 10:30 AM  10:30 AM  10:30 AM  

Acolytes 
Kendall Hilbun 
Tristan Woolley 

Drew Stinebaugh  
Aiden Stinebaugh 

Zac Wiswell Tristan Woolley 

Lay Readers April Platfoot Matt Kohler Cheryl Janssen Greg Woolley 

Communion 
Preparation 

Kristen Davis 
Carson Davis 

Kristen Davis 
Carson Davis 

Kristen Davis  
Carson Davis 

Kristen Davis 
Carson Davis 

A/V  Lisa Wright Jill Ludwig 
Zac Wiswell 

Alaina Mann 
Jill Ludwig 

Song   

Leaders 

Greg Woolley 
Kassie Ludwig 

Matt Kohler 
Cheryl Janssen 

Krista Withrow 
Rick Sailor 

Kay Frieders 
Greg Woolley 

Grace at Worship ... 

All Saints Day is the day on which we remember 
the lives of those faithful Christians who have gone 
before us unto death in the past year. The Scrip-
tures offer us hope in the promise of Jesus’ resur-
rection power in our lives. We look forward to see-
ing the Lamb of God face to face in that place 
where tears no longer exist. Christ is our comforter 
and King forever; his life is our life and we live to 

worship him.  

 

Christ the King Sunday marks the end of the 
church year and celebrates how all things come 
together in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
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Women of the Church 

Circle 1 

 Circle One met Wednesday, October 6.  Barb Wical opened the 
meeting reading “My definition of a Friend is You.”  Using James 
1:19-27, we need to listen and learn from others. 
  Nine members answered roll call with Bible verses that calms 
their fears.  Minutes were read and approved.  Treasury balance 
is $174.92.  Collecting items for Wernle Youth and Family Treat-
ment Center is the WOC October project. 
  Officers chosen for 2022 are: President-Karen Hatfield, Vice 
President-Barb Krugh, Secretary-Barb Wical, Treasurer-Marge 
Beam, Nominating committee-Sharon Lenhart, Kitchen committee 
(Jan.-April) Sharon Lenhart.  Thankoffering Sunday service will 
be held on October 17th.  Members looked at several options for a 
new Bible study book.  It was decided to use “Having a Mary 
Heart in a Martha world.”  Barb Wical will order the books. 
  Our Bible study concluded our studies on how God helps us 
handle our relationships with others.  He is at work in this broken 
world building His Kingdom.  Jesus will take our problems and 
relationships if we allow him to take control.  Forgiveness is key in 
relationships. 
  Our next meeting is November 3 with Marge Beam as Bible 
study leader.  Praying the Lord’s Prayer closed our meeting. 
Submitted by Secretary, 
Barb Wical 

Circle 3 
Circle 3 met October 19, 2021 with 4 members and 1 guest an-
swering roll call with a verse containing “spirit”. Linda Jenkins led 
the Bible Study entitled “If the Lord Wills”. Have we experienced 
anything that affected our view regarding the control of our life? 
We can plan ahead what we want or need to do but unfortunate 
things may happen and change our expectations. We should not 
get so locked in a goal that we lose sight of the reality that we will 
die, thus we must pay attention to how we live. This is a good 
thing to value what really matters and we pray that God being 
with us all the time is truly our guide in this troubled world.  
  Secretary & Treasures reports were given. Treasury balance 
$133.62.  
 New Business: 23 dozen cookies were delivered to Alpha Cen-
ter. Personal Care items will be collected for Alpha Center in No-
vember. Reminder of General Meeting November 28th @ 
6:00pm. And our circle is responsible for the program. November 
16th meeting will be a fun evening and revealing prayer partners. 
Everyone can bring a snack.  
Meeting closed with all praying the Lord’s Prayer.  
Traci Myers treated us with a delicious entrée and sweet Hallow-
een candies. 
Submitted by: Nancy McName, Secretary 

 
Men’s Ministry 

Men's group met on Monday October 18, 2021 at 7:00 pm. We 
opened with prayer given by Kent Leininger. We completed the 
first chapter which is entitled "It is Good". The following topics are 

examples of what brought on a lot of discussion from everyone: If 
you have time on your hands, what do you do with it?, Are you a 
human being or a human doing?, When and where do you most 
often worship God?, A man who says he can worship God just as 
well on the golf course or in the fishing boat on Sunday?, In what 
way does Sunday Worship enrich the rest of your week?. We are 
all looking forward to Chapter 2, "Temple Maintenance" when we 
meet on November 15, 2021 at 7:00 pm. We closed with the 
Lord's Prayer. 

WOC November Collections 
Personal care items for Alpha Center 
    Cindy Davis, Chairperson 
    Toothpaste Toothbrush  Shampoo 
    Conditioner Body wash  Soap 
    Body lotion Deodorant  Razors 
    Brush/comb 
 
General Meeting  November 28, 2021 at 6:00 pm 
    Installation of 2022 WOC Officers 
 Program  Circle 3 
 Decorations Circle 2 
 Refreshments Circle 1 

 

Thank you’s 
  A special thank you for all the prayers, cards, phone call, hugs 
and kind words over the past several months.  You will never 
know how much that has meant to Debby and I.  Your help was 
much needed and appreciated. I pray that the Lord will receive 
the thoughtfulness you gave as an act of service for Him. God 

bless you!  Fritz Serr 

  Thank you to everyone who supported, in any way, the “Picnic in 
the Park” this past Sunday.  There are so many people to thank – 
Jackson Center United Methodist Church Congregation, Grace 
Evangelical Lutheran Church Congregation, Pastors Bert & 
Shelly’s story time, Hunter Lenhart for donating pumpkins, JC 
Fire Department for bringing their new aerial ladder truck, Officer 
Nick for bringing K9 “Cory”, EMI for balloon helium, those who 
baked cookies, created and distributed picnic invitations, decorat-
ed pumpkins, grilled hot dogs, helped with food and drinks, took 
pictures, helped with games, creative face painting and the won-
derful Grace Praise Band.  And most of all, thanks to our Heaven-
ly Father, for the beautiful day and all the blessings that went 
along with it.    Fritz Serr 
 

  Thank you, Grace family, for the many cards, prayers, and lov-
ing thoughts expressed following my brother’s death.  My family 
and I appreciate each one.  God bless you!    Barb Wical 
  

Church Information  

 Lift Chair in the North Vestibule has been recently adjusted for 
the chair tilt and tested for its full capacity of 300 pounds by Mid-
west Accessibility Products, Cincinnati. 
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Standing in the Need of  
Prayer 

Helen Buirley                         

Holly McEldowney                    

Henry Springer    

Bobbie Burton (Sharon Lenhart’s cousin) 

Hayes Homan  

Doris Jean Frieders (Jack’s mom)                                       

Adam Schulze                    

Greg Correct     

Euanna & Tim Herndon 

Russ Davis 

Marlene Regula 

Cindy Davis 

Sheri Metz (sister of Rhonda Burch, Pat Davis & 
Jerry Metz)               

Autumn Regula (Rick & Deb Regula’s granddaughter)            

Paige Schneider (Daniel & Amanda Schneider’s daughter)     

Tanner Hilbun 

Barb Sailor 

Dwight Johnson 

Linda Pinkerton 

Don DeWeese 

Kara Bruskotter (Daren & Pam DeVelvis’ daughter) 

Zach Schnarre (Chris & Rhonda Burch’s niece’s husband) 

And others we name in our hearts 

Parish Statistics: September 2021-October 2021 

Baptism: Leland Thomas Paavola 10/10/2021 

 

Luther League is collecting items 
to pack into the Christmas Child 
Operation Shoebox program this 
year. They will be collecting items 
until November 7th. The totes for 
items being collected are located 
at the back of the church and la-

beled “Operation Christmas Child Shoebox gifts”.  If you 
would like to donate items or pack a shoebox yourself , there 

is information pamphlet’s at the back of the Church.  

YOUTH QUAKE  
Inviting our Youth (Grades 6-12) to participate in a Quake (youth encountering the Gospel) at a weekend 
Christian retreat in Cincinnati, at the Holiday Inn & Suites Cincinnati Eastgate.  January 7-9, 2022. The 
theme is COURAGEOUS – Joshua 1:9. Cost for the weekend program is $95 (of which Grace CAC will pay 
$45) so cost to the youth is $50 if paid by November 2 (after Nov 3 is $120). Cost for the hotel room is $217 
per room for the weekend which we hope to have covered through Thrivent grants and other support. If you 
are interested in chaperoning, let Pastor Shelly know. Pastor Shelly will need your name and grade level 

and registration fee of $50 by Tuesday, November 2. And will register for the hotel rooms by December 1. There is more infor-
mation located on the bulletin boards in the vestibules or talk with Pastor Shelly or www.quakeevent.com. 

http://www.quakeevent.com
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"Home of Peace Giving Wall" Fundraiser-  

 Goal:  To have most, or better yet ALL, envelopes taken off the "wall" by August 22, 2022 and to read the entire bible verse 

hidden under the envelopes.   

  How it works:  Individuals are encouraged to take a numbered envelope off of the wall and place the correlating dollar amount 
back into the envelope.  Envelopes with money can be returned to the church office or placed in the Sunday offering.  Each en-
velope contains a scripture verse for the individual to keep and a paper to fill out the donor's name and amount donated for rec-

ord keeping (optional).  All of the envelopes were creatively decorated by the elementary and junior high Sunday School kids.   

  For Fun:  Don't forget to check the back of your scripture card that is placed in your envelope as there may be a prize with in-
structions listed on it.  Prizes include gift cards and delicious baked goods. *The Giving Wall will be located either at the back of 

the church or upstairs in the fellowship hall. 

Home of Peace Mission Banquet: 

Date: January 30, 2022   
Time: 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm  
Cost: Free will offering 
Location: Grace Lutheran Church, 607 S Main St, Jackson Center, OH 45334 
Join us for a great meal, fellowship and feedback about an amazing ministry, Home of Peace, to children and their fami-
lies in Bariadi, Tanzania.  
Speakers:  
Pastor Silas Mkiramweni from Bariadi - Interesting facts about Tanzania and the church there 
Pastor Wayne de Wet from One Plus God Ministries - Feedback about Home of Peace & global missions 
Reg link: https://oneplusgod.org/home-of-peace-missions-banquet-january-2022/  

Poinsettia Order Form 

The church will once again be selling Poinsettias for 

decorating the church for Christmas.  The flowers will 

cost $8.00 each for a 6.5” pot.  Please fill out this form or the 

form(s) printed in the bulletins along with your payment and drop 

in the offering box or put on Nikki’s desk in the office. 

ALL ORDERS NEED TO BE TURNED IN BY Friday, NOVEMBER 19th 

    Orders after this date will not be accepted. 

 

        In Honor or Memory of ______________________________________________________________ 

 

          From______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Choice of Color (Please circle):           

Red          White                                               

 

Pink          Burgundy              Marble (Pink/Wt. Swirl)              Glitter (Red/Wt. Swirl) 

https://oneplusgod.org/home-of-peace-missions-banquet-january-2022/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi7jMDo4q7eAhWjoYMKHVVADXAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fchristmas-poinsettia-pictures.html&psig=AOvVaw1KD_wIEpXHD95FM5VU0iXq&ust=1541009675818768
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 and have a deacon schedule completed. The summer wor-
ship schedule was a success, and the outdoor service was 
well attended.  Members enjoyed the outdoor service, and 
asked that we consider having outdoor services again next 

year.   

  The budget for 2022 was then discussed, and the CAC will 

be asked to set the Worship Budget at $1,500.00. 

New Business was then discussed as follows: 

  Sunday Oct. 17 is Thankoffering Sunday and the Women of 

the Church will be helping conduct the services.  

  November 7th is All Saints Day.  Letters will be sent to fami-
ly members of those who have passed away in the last year, 
as their loved one will be recognized during the service. Vo-
tive candles for the recently deceased will be on the altar to 
be lit during the services. Votive candles for those wishing to 
light a candle in memory of a loved one, will be in the back of 
the church for lighting as people enter the sanctuary. A pic-
ture slide show in memory of those who have gone to their 
heavenly home will be played during both services. Holy 
Communion will be served at the 8:00 Traditional Service 

that day.  

  November 14, all veterans present will be recognized dur-

ing both services.  

  November 24th will be the Thanksgiving Eve service, hosted 
at Grace Lutheran this year.  All area churches will be invited 

to join us.   

  November 28th is the first Sunday of Advent.  And Christ-

mas decorating will take place at 1:30. 

  December 12th the choir will lead services at the 8:00 A.M. 

service.  

  December 19th the Children’s Christmas Program will take 

place at the 10:30 A.M. service.  

  December 24th Christmas Eve services will be at 7:00 P.M. 
and 10:30.   Holy Communion will be served at both ser-

vices.  

  December 25th Christmas Day service will be at 9:00 A.M. 

with Holy Communion.  

  December 26th will be services of Carols and Scripture les-

sons at both services.  

  Ideas for the 100th anniversary service which will be on 
March 27, 2022 were then discussed.   It will be a blended 
service with both traditional and contemporary music.  It was 
decided to invite past ministers of Grace Lutheran to this 
service as well as the May service in which the corner stone 
will be opened.  More ideas will be discussed at our next 

meeting. 

Next Worship Committee meeting will be on January 10th, 

2022. 

Submitted by Toni Leininger . 

CAC Meeting Minutes Continued 
Youth: Cheryl Mann-Janssen- No report received.  
Property & Trustee: Roger Detrick & Scott Klopfenstein  Scott gave 
an updated report on the property projects.  The landscaping projects 
have been completed.  We are still attempting to raise money for the 
remainder of the project.  We still need $8,245.21 to pay for the land-
scaping project around the parsonage. We will continue to seek do-
nations until the end of December 2021.   
  Special thanks for all of those people who helped with the property 
projects.   
  The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s prayer. 
Submitted by: Connie Schneider 

 

Committee Reports 
 

 

Mission Committee:  The mission committee met on October 
13th with Pastor Bert leading prayer.  Pastor Wayne joined us 
through Zoom for the meeting.  He had Annalie, a former accountant 
and the OPG African liaison, join us in the budget discussion for 
Home of Peace.  She has a wealth of knowledge when it comes to 
missionaries and the budgets behind it.  The Tanzania ministry budg-
et for the new fiscal year was discussed.  It was approved unani-
mously from the Mission Committee members that Perez, the Home 
of Peace Secretary and point of contact for the project, gets a $50 a 
month raise.  He has not received any raise in wage since Home of 
Peace was launched and he has been part of the process from the 
beginning stages.  Perez does a phenomenal job and now has a fam-
ily to support.  Perez has NOT asked for this raise, nor knows it has 
been discussed.  The committee needs a bit more information from 
Perez and the Church in Bariadi before the overall final budget is 

approved. 

  Pastor Wayne has put together letters to send out to donors for the 
new fiscal school year of November 1st to October 31st.  This letter 
gives basic details of expenses and the educational information on 
the students.  The letter should go out within the next week. On Janu-
ary 30, 2022 from 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm, Grace Lutheran Church will 
host a Home of Peace Missions Banquet.  The cost is by a free will 
offering and a meal will be served.  One of the guest speakers will be 
Pastor Silas who served at the church in Bariadi.  Anyone can start 
registering for this banquet at One Plus God Ministries Website.  Just 
go to the "Events" tab or the registration link is: https://
oneplusgod.org/home-of-peace-missions-banquet-
january-2022/. 

   The Picnic in the Park will be this Sunday, October 24th from 3:00 

pm to 6:00 pm.  Anyone that can help is encouraged to come! 

Submitted by Julie Klopfenstein 

Worship Committee: The Worship Committee met on October 

11, 2021 with the following members present: Seth Regula, Nancy 
McName, Rick Russell, Jennifer Woolley, Toni Leininger and Pastor 

Shelly. The meeting was opened with scripture and prayer.   

Old Business was discussed as follows: 

  Chris Stengel has accepted the position as head deacon for the 
Traditional service, and Greg Woolley has accepted the position for 
the Contemporary service.  Pastor Shelly will contact them to see if 

they have contacted all the deacons for their respective service times,  

https://oneplusgod.org/home-of-peace-missions-banquet-january-2022/
https://oneplusgod.org/home-of-peace-missions-banquet-january-2022/
https://oneplusgod.org/home-of-peace-missions-banquet-january-2022/


Amazing Grace  Page 9 

 

 AAAmazing Grace                    November, 2021                         Page 10 
 

Thank you!! 

The landscaping around the church and parsonage is now complete. The new landscaping was much needed and will add to the 

beauty of our property as we celebrate “100 years of Grace” next year. 

  Thank you to all the volunteers who helped remove 95-100 old shrubs around the church and parsonage. A huge thank you to Jim 
Knief, who supplied the equipment to effectively remove the old shrubs, without damaging the surrounding lawn area. Jim also sup-
plied (and donated) his truck and dump trailer to haul away the old shrubs,. Thank you Jim!  Grace Church saved $2,100.00 by Jim 

and the volunteers removing the old shrubs.  

  The shrubs removed around the church are thought to be the original shrubs planted in 1958 when the church was dedicated. 
Grace’s own Tom Schindel has memories of planting shrubs around the church as a member of the FFA Class (Future Farmers of 

America) at the Jackson Center High School. Long time Grace member, Don Holt, was the teacher of that class.  

  The shrubs removed from around the parsonage are also thought to be the original shrubs, making them 55 years old. The parson-

age was dedicated in December, 1966.  

  The current fund raising campaign is to pay for the landscaping around the parsonage and for the new shelter house roof, which was 

completed this past summer.  

  A big thank you to all who have made donations to the fund raising campaign.  We are currently approximately half way to reaching 
our goal. Any future donations to Grace Church for these projects would be appreciated. Contributions may be dropped off at the 
church office, placed in the church offering box  labeled “landscaping/ shelter house room project” at the rear of the sanctuary, or by 

utilizing the “Giving” option on the Grace Church website. Please earmark it for “Landscaping Fund”.  

 

Sincerely submitted by the Grace Church Property and Trustee Committee 

 

Fund Raising Update for Parsonage Landscaping and Shelter House Roof  

 

Parsonage Landscaping   $10,534.41 

New Shelter House Roof  $  5,500.00 

 

Fund Raiser Goal   $16,034.41 

 

Funds received as of October 23, 2021: 

 

From Memorial Funds  $5,069.20 

From other personal donations $2,940.00 

 

Total dollars received to date $8,009.20 

 

Total needed to reach goal  $8,025.21 

 

Note: Fund raising project will end December 31, 2021.  Donations will be accepted through that date.  

 

 

This Update was presented at the October 24, 2021 Congregational Meeting 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 
7:00 pm Circle 2 
 
 
 
 
 
Aaron Klopenstein 
Rita Metz 
Rick Withrow 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
Lance & Rae Woolley* 

3 
1:30 pm Circle 1 
5:00 pm Exec. Meeting 
6:15-7:30 pm Gospel 
Gang 
6:15-7:45 pm  
Catechism 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 
 

Scott Klopfenstein 

4 
5:30 pm Praise Band 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anna Clark 
Meghan Bergman 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Camdyn Osysko 

7  All Saints Sunday 

8:00 am Worship w/ 
communion  
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship  
7:00 pm Creative 
Clovers 4-H Meeting 
 
 
Maycee Kipker 
Dave & Shelia Burch* 

8 
7:00 pm Education 
Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Melody Schneider 

9 
6:00 pm Backpack 
Packing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dalton Faler 

10 
6:00 am CAC Meeting 
6:00 pm Choice Meet 
6:15-7:45 pm  
Catechism 
7:00 pm Luther League 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 
 
Tom Elsass 
Ethan Ludwig 
Daniel Schneider 

11 
 
5:30 pm Praise Band 

 
 
 
 
 
Jason Wright 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
Gary & Darcy 
Schmerge* 

13 
 
 
 
 

14 25th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
8:00 am Worship w/ 
Choir 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion  
11:30 am Lay Witness 
Grief Share 
11:30 am Anniversary 
Com. Meeting 
            Preston Serr 

15 
7:00 pm Men’s 
Group Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
Jerry Pennell 

16 
7:00 pm Circle 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tristan Woolley 

17 
6:15-7:45 pm  
Catechism 
7:00 pm Choir Practice 

 
 
 
 
 
Vicki Kipker 

18 
8:30am-2:00 pm JC 
FCCLA Prep 
5:30  pm Praise Band 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Downing 
Shirley Schindel 
Alaina Smith 

19 
8:30am-2:00pm JC 
FCCLA  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy Weaver 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Russ & Cindy Davis* 

21 Christ the King 

Sunday 
 
8:00 am Worship w/ 
Communion  
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 
 
Micheal Detrick 

22 
 
10:00 am-3:00 pm 
FISH 
7:00 pm Choir 
Practice 
 
 
 
Rhonda Wildermuth 
Lanny & Rita Metz* 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brendan Serr 
Ashley Osysko 

24 
7:00 pm Thanksgiving 
Eve Worship @ Grace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl Janssen 
John & Lori Mann* 

25 
Thanksgiving Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Breelyn Gariety 
Tom Regula 
Jeff & Dawn Beelman* 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom & Shirley Schindel* 
Craig & Shirley Stengel* 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
Bryan Byrd 
Tom & Judy Regula* 

28 1st Sunday of 

Advent 
8:00 am Worship w/ 
Choir 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion  
1:30 pm  Catechism 
Decorate for Christmas  
6:00 pm WOC General 
Meeting 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
McKenzie Lotz 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Darrel Klopfenstein 
Michelle Shuff 

 28th Birthdays/ 
Anniversaries 
 
Dianne Davis 
Phyllis Zorn 
Remi Schmerge 
Dean & Rhonda  
Wildermuth* 
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       Come Together In His Name 
       Equip People to Reach Christlike Maturity  

Grace on-line  
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